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APPEAL, 


W HEN the ambitiort of France openly 
threatened Europe with univerfal mo- 
narchy, the duke of Marlborough turned the 
tide of fuccefs, and, controlling fortune by the 
fuperiority of his genius, feemed to proceed, 
by a fure march, fromfortrefs to fortrefs, to 
the gates of Paris. But in the midft of this 
career of profperity and glory, that military 
ardour and high fpirit of liberty, which had 
lately Ihone forth among all ranks and orders of 
men in England, was fuddenly exchanged for a 
rooted averfion to war, an anxious defire of 
peace, and a fuperllitious dread concerning the 
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than Mr. HafHngs is allowed to poflefs even by 
bis enemies, might have eafily diverted the 
arrows of reproach, and fecured an undifturbed 
retreat from a life worn out ip the fcrvice of 

the 

vifited Major Scott was, as ha undeiitood, that he came tp 
him with the olive branch ; that Mr. Railings might comp 
home with perfeft fecurity, with his half mUIion, or what- 
ever might be the amount of his fortune ; that the niin i ft..r.T 
had flrength Wugb to carry the India bill, but that they 
knew it vrould be oppofed at thp Jndia Houfe. The eon. 
dition therefore required from Major Scott wap, that the 
friends of Mr. Raftings would not join in the oppofition tp 
the bill. In reply to this communication, Major Scott at 
once faid he would not meet Mr. Sheridan, but that he 
fliould go to the gallery cf the Houfe of Commons, where he 
ihould hear Mr. Fox lumfelf ; and he further told the gen- 
tleman who called upon him, in anfwer to fome dpubts that 
were exprefled whether Mr. Raftings would pome home 
when recalled, that all the world knew there had been a 
letter upon the table of the Court of Pireflors, fince the 
month of September, in which he exprefsJy defired them 
immediately tp appoipt a fpecefibr to the government of 
Bengal. The gentleman who waited upon Major Scott 
further told him, that, if the negociation came to nothing, 
no notice was to be taken of any effer of the kind having 
been made. Mr. Fox made his famous fpeech on that day, 
Ae j8A of November, In which he grounded the nereffity 
for his bill upon Ae mifinaaagement of Mr. Raftings, and faid 
his whole proceeding was Ae proceeding of a man who had 

drawn 
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the public^ and fuil of aftivlty, trouble, and 
danger ? That en^nc of defence he neither 
poflefled nor required. His own virtue was 
the fljield which he oppofed to the lhafts of his 

advcrfarics. 


<lrawn the fword, and throwi) sway the fenbbard. The foU 
lowing morning, the 19th, Major Scott, and the friend who 
had called upon him, met again, when the latter clearly de- 
dared, that, after Mr. f o.’c’s fpcech, Mr. Sheridan had no 
right to expeft fecrocjy from cither of them. The prefs was 
not idle; every paper teemed with giofs and am^mujahafe 
6 f Mr. Kalhngs, with threats of vengeance, and now and 
then with fomething like a promife of favour, if the friends 


of Mr. Haftings would be lefs naive. In anfwer to one 
of thefc paragraphs. Major Scott, not like a Ikulking aC, 
faffin, who llabs in the dark, but openly, and witli his n^ mp 
at full length to the aflertion, publicly avowed, on the 27th 
of November, ten days after Mr. Sheridan had vifjted his 
luend, that he. Major Scott, ^'rfjcRed tht an aH tf 

“ ohlmon for Im priaapal, prov,dtd ht Wnhlrmamficnt 
» during tht prtfiiit attack upon the Eajl India Company^* 
'I’his avowal, written before the Committee of Piopnetors at 
the India Houfc, and inferted in the Morning Chronicle, 
wa. never anfwetedj nor was the gentleman whom Mr! 
Sheridan had vifittd, or Major Scott, ta\ed with a breadi 
of fecrecy. 

In the month of March, 1786, two years and four 
months afterwards. Major Scott again alluded to the or- 
tumllance in the Houfe of Commons. The allufion occa- 
foned a meetmg between Mr. Sheridait and the gentleman 


whom 
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adveriaries* in whom dlfappolnted hopesi ns the 
world conjedures, converred afiTe&ed indignation 
into real refentment. And the fame magoa^ 
nimtty which difdains the compromlfes of con* 
fcious demerit will carry him triumphant through 
all his troubles. 

The reafonings of his accufers, dlvefted of 
all adventitious ornaments, bear a nearer re* 

whom be had vilited, and the confequence of that meeting 
was, a perfeA agreement between Mr. Sheridan and that 
gentleman, that Major Scott had millaken both the extent 
of the offer that was made, and the ground upon which it 
was made : but admitting the faiff, as jt muff be admitted 
where two gentlemen only were prefent daring a converfa- 
don, and agree exaftly as to the particulars of it, wliat 
does the admiffion amount to ? Not that Mr. Sheridan did 
not pay that gentleman a vifit die night before the day on 
which Mr. Fox brought in his bill — not that Mr. Sheridan 
did not agree to meet Major Scott die next morning — not 
that Mr. ^hendan did not fay Mr. Haffings might come 
home with fecurity, &c. It merely went to this, Maior 
Scott was miflaken, firft, in believing that Mr. SheiiiLm's 
offer vfaa made with the knowledge of Mr. Fox, and all th: 
confidential men belonging to the Duke of Portland $ and, 
fecoiuUy, he was milUken in fappofmg that the condition re- 
quired from him was that he and his friends ihould not op- 
pofe the India bill ; whereas, in fail, all Mr. Sheridan 
wanted to know was this, uhether the man uho had written 
for a fucceflbr would come home, if recalled under Mi . Fox's 
Bill? 


fembUnre 
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femblatioe to the verbal difputes ofdogiciani 
and cafaiils than the folicfargumeDts of legiila> 
tors and flatefmen feriouily concerned for the 
welfare of the republic. Ift the whole compali 
of morality there arc two things principally to 
be confidered: Firll, what are the fentiments 
and what the tenour of condud that denomU 
nates one adion, or courfe of a&ions, virtuous, 
and the contrary vicious And, fecondly, by 
what principle or law is virtue recommended 
and authorized, and vice fiigmatized, and 
reprobated ? Concerning the laft of thefe 
queftions, metaphyficians have diftred, and will 
for ever continue to differ ; but with regard to 
the firft and moft important, they arc all of them 
very nearly, if not entirely agreed. If we ex- 
amine all the writers on the law of nature, from 
Plato to Payley, we fhall find, that whatever 
the theories arc with which they fet out, they 
all of them terminate in public utility and 
advantage. They afiign, as the ultimate rea- 
fon for every rule which they eftablilh, the 
ncceliities and the convenience of mankind, 
and readily admit that the firft and funda- 
mental law in all political conftitutions is the 
prefervatlon of fociety *. Or 

• The great and good Mr. Locke, the aflertor of the 
rights^ and the eJCpofitor of the nstarc of man, in what he 

writer 



Ofl ths jyfoTpcd c( war io gctier^l, it UDf* 
fn#ke on 

irobabb giowKia o£ foii>icipn,.ctf whbh 6e exe- 
cutive branch of tht legtflature always <Hhatired 

the 


wnte$ Ob dvil ffowiofimt &y*« Uiat » Wher6 die Je* 
« ^IHative and exeevtive power are in imi^a (at 
*' iSuf are in all moderated noaardiief and well-fhinrd 
« govemjnent»3| dtere tlie good of the fodety requires that 
»* feveral thingl Ihonid be left to the direftion of him 
«< dut has the executive pbwer: fiir the legiflators not 
being able to forefec, and provide by lawi, for all 
** that may be ofeful to the community, the wwnnr of 
*« the laws, having the power in his band*, hat, by the com- 
** fflon law of nature, a right to make ufeof it for the good 
of fodety in many cafes where the municipal law has 
** give* no direflion, till the legiflature can be coavenl- 
** ently alTembled to provide for it. Many thugs there 
« are which the law can by no means provide for, and thofe 
“ mud necellarily be left to the diferedon of him that has 
the executive power in hit hand, to be ordered by him 

as the public good and adiantagclhall require; nay, it is 

fit, that the laws themfelves ihould in fome cafes give 
« way to the executive power, or rather to this fundamen- 
“ tal law of nature and government, that, as much as may 
*• be, all the members of the fociety are to be preferved . 
“ for fince many accidents may happen wherdn a flxia 
and ngid obfcivancc of the law may do ham (as not to 
pull down an innocent man’s houfe to Hop the fin when 
“ the next to it is burning), and a man come fome- 

" times, 



tk pftiogdtm JH^feeik 6c (Csfeoi 

cf indivkiflls tbstig^t to k. diiafled):^ lo ti^ 
ftate^ ^hich grot public caUunides are pre* 
vented. On 6e fame ground of public necelfity. 
Villages are deftro^ed, left they ihould afibrd fhd- 
cer to the enemy. It is trupi that in fuch cafes 
reparation b made ^6eiflofikifive inhabitants i 
and accordii^ly reparatkm has been made, not** 
withftanding the indications of an hoftile difpofi- 
tion to the Englifli> on the part of the Princeffes 

** times within the reach of the law, which makes no dif- 
** tinfbon of perfons, by an aftion which may deferve re- 
“ ward and pardon. This power to aft according to dif- 
cretion for the public good, without the prefeription of 
“ the law, and fometimes even agamll it, is that ndiidi is 
“ called prerogative, and, whilll employed for the benefit 
*' of the community, and fnitably to the trulls and ends of 
“ government, is never quelHoned; for the people are 
“ veiy feldom or never fcrupulous or nice in the pennt. 
" He that will look into the hiflory of England, will find 
" that prerogative was always largcA in the hands of our 
“ wifcft and bell pnnccs; becaufe the people, obfemng 
“ the whole tendency of their aftions to be the public 
" good, contelled not what was done without law to that 
“ end : or if any human frailty of miltake (for princes are 
" but men made as others) appeared in fome fmall declina^ 

*' tions from that end, yet it was vifible that the main of 
" their condnci tended to notlung but the care of the pub- 
*• lie.” 
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of Oudc, by Mr. Haftings, as faa^ as the rcfump-- 
tjon of their jaghires is concerned. A pro- 
vifion was made for replacing their income at 
the exadl; rate at which it had ftood in their own 
eftimate, while they held the jaghires> by making 
it the condition of the refumption, that they 
Ihould receive a penfion equal to the amount of 
thofe pofleflions, in equal monthly payments; 
and thefe, for the fulleft fecurity, were made 
payable from the produce of the Company’s 
affignments. Has the Britilh parliament, in 
which we find the men who held in their hands 
the reins of government, during that inrercfting 
confiidl widi fo many natbfis whofc affiifting con- 
fequences we all feel and deplore, and which has 
given birth to fo many charges and fo much re- 
crimination, has the Britilh Mmiftry and Par- 
liament in all cafes made compenfation to thofe 
who have fulfered in the caufe of England, as 
ample, as equal, as permanent and fecure as that 
which thejullice of Mr. Haflingshas granted to 
the Princefles of Afia? The American Loyalills, 
on the very fccne, braved the fury of prevailing 
rebellion with an intrepidity and conftancy that 
reproached that timorous and temporizing policy 
in Adminiftration, that indolence and infatuation 
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in the fervants of the crown both by fea and land, 
and that cruel rage of fadion, which impeded 
the wheels of a weak government, in more forci- 
ble ftrains than the moft piteous complaints that 
could be poured forth before a generous people. 
But what pen or tongue can deferibe the cala- 
mities which attended, and the horrors which 
followed on the ilTue of their noble confli6t? 
In what pathetic accents might not the inimitable' 
eloquence of Sheridan and Burke reprefent the 
difcon folate widow, fitting in folitary places, 
mourning an hufband flam, an infant loft*! 
Or, if in the varying and hidden emo- 
tions incident to the impafTioned foul, grief 

4 

“ • She weepeth fore in the and her tears areonher 
“ chc.kj ; among aJl her lovers there is none to comfort 
" her . all her friends hate dealt treacheroufly with her, 
“ they are become her enemies She is in bitterncfs, when, 
“ in the dais of her afflidlion and of her mifene'', (he re- 
“ nicmbcred tiiC pleafani things fhc had in the days of old, 
'• when her people fell into the hands of the enemy and 
“ none did help hci . wlien the comforter that Ihoold re- 
" lieie her loul is fai from her ; when her children are de- 
fohte becaufe the enemy prevailed , when the children 
" and the fuckUngs fwoon in the ftreets cf the city, and fay 
“ to their motheis, yifhere is corn and wine? For they 
“ fwooned as the wounded in the ftreets of the citv, and 
their foul was poured forth into their mothers bofom." 

C 2 
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at the forrows of our fellow fubjedfcs fhould bo 
converted into indignation at the caufes from 
whence they fprung, what field for inveftive to 
the thunder of Fox ! and what profound filence 
in the liftening fenate! while he devotes to de- 
ftruftion the authors of fuch calamities, and in 
the heat of paifion, which throws all artifice at a 
diftance, almoft confeffes that the misfortunes of 
the Loyahfts arc not wholly owing to the errors 
and the felfifli views of Adminiftration. 

Amidft fuch candour and fincenty of fenti- 
jnent, as fuch a fccne in the Houle of Com- 
mons would infpire, could not all the logical 
diftinftion of Mr. Pitt find fome precedent or 
pretext for ranking the mifconducl of Mr. Ha- 
ftings, and the fufFenngs of women who have 
been reduced to the ncceflity of accepting a 
yearly penfion from their fon, infiead of a landed 
fftatc; might not, I fay, the fubtlety of Mr. Pitt 
find, ifhepleafed, fome reafon for ranking the 
tnifcondudloflVIr. Haftings, and the grievances 
of the Begums, in an order inferior to the enor- 
mities that difgraced difforent parties in the con- 
dudt of the American war, and the cruel cala- 
mities that afflifted and {till afpi6l the loyal fub- 
jcifts qf Great Britain acrofs the Atlantic? Does 
|he pittance allowed by Governrpent as an in- 
demnification 
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demmUcation to the Loyalifts bear any proper^ 
tion to the income continued to the Begums? 
Ladies fecluded from the world in the receffes of 
a feraglio, and in whole hands political power 
and importance fervcdonly, by nourilhing a fpirit 
of ambition, to dilTolve the ties of blood, and to 
embiiter the fallen frate of their family by do- 
melbc difeord? Far different from theirs is the 
condition of the dilperfed families of the 
Loyahfts ! Aged parents, accuftomed to receive 
their kindred and friends with plenty and hofpi- 
tality, now in the charader of petitioners for 
fome piovifion againft the extremity of want for 
themfeives and their children j and the tender 
fex ftruggling by every effort to unite that deli- 
cacy and dignity of fentiment in which they have 
been bred, with the means of felf-prefervation! 
"While fuch objeds, related to us by blood, by 
language, manners, and religion, by friendlhip 
ill-requited on our part, and fond confidence 
mifplaced on theirs j while fuch objefts prefent 
themfeives to our view, whence all this gallantry 
to Bow Begum, and the women of the Haram 
of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 

In the relation that fubfifts between fovereigns 
and their fubjefts, if allegiance is implied on the 
pne parr, protection is prefumed on the other. 

The 
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The Loyalifts, therefore, if the affairs of ftatc, 
even on the greatefl; emergency, are to be fquared 
t>y the abftraded accuracy of eternal juftice and 
truth, have an undoubted right to an abfolute 
reftrtution of all they have loft, and reparation, 
as far as that is poffible, for all they have fuffered. 
But is it argued that full rcftitution as well as 
complete reparation to the unfortunate fubjefts of 
Britain in America is impoflible ? Then, it is 
admitted that political exigencies may not only 
fufpend, but fiiperfede the execution of juftice. 
Under this conviftion, then, let the candid mind 
judge of the condud of Mr. Haftings refpeding 
the Begums ofOude and the Rajah of Benares. 

It is a matter of notoriety, that by the example 
and at the inftigationof the Rajah Chcit Sing, the 
ZemindarofUenares, the inhabitants of thatdiftnft 
revolted from our government, and continued in a 
ftate of rebellion from the 2 2d of Auguft to the 
22d of September, 1781. During that fhort but 
important period in which Mr. Haftings was con- 
fined to the Fortrefs and Plain ofChunar, and in 
a fituation which in the apprehenfion of many 
men portended certain deftrudion to himfelf and 
his fmall party, the Begums of Fyzabad united 
their authority and influence to extend and ag- 
gravate the difficulties of the Englifli. Circular 

letters 
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letters were written to the Zemindars of Oode, 
inciting them to rebellion j rewards were pro- 
claimed for the heads of Englilh officers and 
foldiers j a general revolt enfued, of which their 
agents were the principal leaders; the two chief 
eunuchs and confidential fervants of the younger 
Begum openly levied troops in the great fquare 
of the city, for the avowed fervice of Cheit Sing 
againft the Englilh, which were employed by the 
Rajah in his battles againft us. Thefe fafts have 
been proved by the depofitions of Lieutenant 
Colonel Hannay, Major John Macdonald, Cap- 
tain John Gordon, and many other witnefles, 
taken before Sir Elijah Impey, at Lucnow and 
Chunar, within three months of the time in 
which the events had palTed. Thefe, with other 
fafts, are urged by Mr. Haftmgs in defence not 
only of a general refumption of the eftates, but 
alfo of the treafures in the pofleffion of the Be- 
gums, at the requeft of their Ion and grandfon, 
the Nabob Affoph ul Dowlah, to whom they 
belonged by the right of hereditary fucceffion, 
and without the aid of which he could not 
fulfil his engagements to the Eaft India Com- 
pany, which were abfolutely neceflary, by fup- 
porting their, to maintmn his own authority. 

In oppofition to the truth of thefe fafts, the 

accufers 
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accufers of Mr. Railings enter into a long and 
intricate train of rcafonings, conjcftures, im- 
poiing adbciations of ideas, witticifms, hyperbo- 
lical expreflions, and even appeals to the majeily 
andjuftice of Heaven; ihifting the ground on 
which the general ilTue of the queftion concern- 
ing the merit or the demerit of Mr. Haftings is* to 
be refted, juft as it fuits their purpofe. 

1. At one lime they demand legal evidence 
for the truth of what Mr. Haftings advances 
in his own vindication ; and at another, when 
that evidence is adduced, they endeavour to 
turn the neceflary fteps by which it was obtained 
into ridicule, and to convert them into arguments 
of confeious guilt. 

2. If the Governor re^ns on the invariable 
principles of human nature, they decry vague 
oonjeifture, and are nor latisfied with any argu- 
ments not founded on folid fads; if fafts are 
produced, they affirm, tliat thefe could not have 
happened, as they appear to them to be con- 
trary to the general principles of human nature. 

3. They pervert even the fagacity of the Go- 
vernor General to their purpofes. They fufped 
and condemn him for acting from the convi(ftions 
of his underftanding, even when thefe werejuftified 
by fublequent events, and where the conduct to 

which 
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which they led was mdifpenfably ncceflary to 
the falvation of the EngHfh power in Afia. 

4. If he ufes rigorous meafures, he is cenfuredj 
but if, towards the fame perfons in the fame clr- 
cumllances, he ufes lenity and indulgence, he is 
a'db accufed. 

5. If he takes Ihelter in the general principles 
of jurifprudcnce* they objeft to general quef- 
tions and confiderations oin a complicated fubje£lj 
if he enters into a detail of fa£ts, and Ihews that 
fuch was the flate of affairs, that no other mea- 
fures than tliofe adopted could have reftorcd and 
fccured tlie public fafety, they drag him from the 
field of battle into the monaftic cell, array him in 
the habit of an Auguftin Friar, and try him by 
laws which, though fublimated from a congeries 
of fads in the imaginations of metaphyficians, 
cannot in all cafes be reduced to pradice, con- 
fidently with the great ends of political fociety. 

6. To all thefe inftances of prejudice and e- 
gregious injuflice they add the enormity, of re- 
ducing to the meafure of the Britilh laws and 
conftitution, the adminiftration of a magiftrate 
who had been fent in the name of his country to 
govern a people in fentiments, manners, and 
modes of life fo different from our own, that our 
laws and cuftoms arc their abhorrence ; in cir- 

D cumdanres 
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cumftances of unparallelled difficulty and dan- 
ger, and at a time when the projeftb for the go- 
vernment of India, formed at home, were perpetu- 
ally changing, and every packet from England to 
Bengal carried out orders, not only contradidory 
to preceding orders, but inconfiftent with them- 
fclves, and the whole taken not feverally, but in 
conjundion, impradicable. 

Thefe are the charges which I bring before the 
people at large againft the accufers of Mr. Maf- 
tings j and on all of dicft I proceed farther to 
fpeak in their order. 

Mr. Sheiidan not only alledgtd that there was 
no legal evidence of the Princefll'S of Oude be- 
ing in a ftate of rebellion, but that there were no 
fair prefumptio.ns of their delinquency, or that 
they entertained hoftile dcftgns againft theEnglilh, 
To reports and hearfays, even in circumftanccs 
full of alarm, he paid no manner of regard. 
Now, if the chief magiftrate or governor of a pio- 
vince is not juftifiablc in exerting the power com- 
mitted to him for cruftung the infancy of a rebel- 
lion before he has legal proofs of its exiftence, 
why does Mr. Shenclan attempt to throw 
odium and ridicule on the Governor General for 
doing that which he himfelf icquires, and what 

the 
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the laws of England would have preferibed in any 
fimilar cafe ? That is, ufing the beft evidence 
that could be obtained, and giving it the belt 
poflible fandlion. Can that be ridiculous which 
is wife and neceflary ? If it can, then ridicule is 
not a proof that the conduft of Mr. Haftings, 
in taking the evidence in queftion before the firft 
Britifli judge in India, was unneceflary: if it 
cannot, and that Mr. Sheridan fhall contend 
that the conduft of Mr. Haftings and Sir Elijah 
Inipey, in collefting evidence that a rebellion, 
though in its firft ftage, exifted in the province 
of Oude, as well as in that of Benares, furnifhed 
real apd genuine matter of ridicule, then was not 
tlieir condu(ft neceflary and proper j and a cafe 
may exift when the man in whofe hands his 
country entrufts her diftant and deartft interefts, 
may adl in difcharge of his truft without obferv- 
ing legal forms. And, if this be fo, it muft be 
admitted, that, in proportion as Mr. Sheridan 
was fuccefsful in his endeavours, which in reality 
formed no inconfidcrable portion of his fpeech, 
to throw ridicule on the Governor General and 
Chief Juftice of Britilh India, in that proportion 
exactly docs he vindicate the conduft of Mr. 
Haftings; if, in over-awing and checking the 
beginning of commotion, he ftepped beyond the 

D 2 cauaon 
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caution of an Attorney, and, affuming the free- 
dom of an honeft man, afted up to the chara(fter 
with wliich he was invefted. In truth, it appears 
to the common fenfe of mankind, as it did to 
Mr. Haftings himfelf, that an exceffive anxiety 
about legal evidence^ in the circumftances in 
which be was deftmed to aft, or his country to 
fufFcr, would indeed have juftly feemed an objeft 
of ridicule. He did what a due regard to pru- 
dence on the one hand, and decorum on the other, 
naturally diftated to a firm and difcernlng mind. 
He authenticated his proofs before a Britilh ma- 
giftrate, and chiefly by Britilh fiibjefts. And 
here it is to be obferved, that if Mr. Haftings 
had been confcious of any degree of guilt, or 
improper bias on his mind, he would naturally 
have been fedulous to heap proof upon proof 
of his innocence : dignity of mind would have 
Ihiunk before an apprehenfion of d.anger, and the 
anxiety of the criminal would have bton a plen- 
tiful Iburce of the darkeft fufpicions that could 
polfibly fpring up in an imagination fertile even 
to excefs, and which can fuppiy in abundance 
theories and conjeftures to cover and proteft 
whatever doftrinc or faft he chiiles to eft.ibhfli. 
The gentleman to whom I allude I firmly be- 
lieve to be naturally humane, benevolent, and 
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juft } but the fineft genius and the moft gene- 
rous difpofition is not unufually found in con>> 
junftion with an irritability of temper which 
magnifies its objed. And when once the will 
begins thus to influence the judgment, fertility 
of invention, inftead of being a lamp of light, 
becomes an ignis fatuus that leads into error. 
It will never be forgotten, while the prefent im- 
peachment Hull remain on our records, that the 
apologift of Powel and Bemhridge was the accufer 
of Warren Hastings. 

But to return to Mr. Sheridan. Was it na- 
tural, decorous, and proper, if he either believed 
that Mr. Haftings deferved bonds, imprifon- 
ment, or death, or hoped to make it appear that 
he did, to let the Houle at every turn of his 
rcafonmg into a roai* of laughter, and to convert 
a criminal trial into a feene of amufement? 
I lowevcr natural it may be for Mr. Sheridan to 
turn tragedy into comedy, it was as unfair as it 
w.is unnatural, to pour foith on the objeft of his 
aiia’giiment at once the toirent of ridicule and 
of invt dive : for I fear that not a few of his 
rAuiKmcc bellowed, as a reward on his wit and 
humour, what they could not concede to the 
force of his arguments. The indecent plaudits 
he.trj at the conclufion of his humorous ha- 
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i’angue, difgraced the affcmblcd fenatc ; though, 
indeed, they were fit enough cxpreflions of that 
fpccies of fatisfaftion which we derive from A 
School fob. Scandal. 

Very different from that Jup^lofio pedis which 
was pradifed not by the orator, but the judges, was 
the deportment of the gallery, in which different 
individualSjwhenMr.Pitt declared himfelf againft 
Mr.Haftings, exprcffed their concern and furprize 
in involuntary exclamations, which of courfe 
incurred a rebuke from the Speaker. The fpec-* 
tators of what paffed in the Houfe below, were 
not fo much touched with the humour of Mr. 
Sheridan, as with indignation that fuch talents 
fliould be iTiifpent in fuch a caufe. 

There was nothing in the teftimonies of dif- 
ferent gentlemen in the fervice of the Company 
in favour of Mr. Haftings impofiible, nothing 
inconfiftenr, nothing contradifted by oppofite 
evidence : but it was alledged that what they af- 
firmed was improbable, and that they were un- 
der the influence of Mr, Haftings, by whom 
they had cither been obliged, or from whom 
they expeded future favours, There was no- 
thing advanced againft the evidcnc-e in proof of 
the rebellious defigns at Fyzabad that would be 
fuftained as a bar to its validity in an ordinary 

court 
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court of jufticc. But certain country gentlemen, 
and others alTembled in the Houfe of Commons, 
under the aufpices of a rcdor of an univerfity *, 
a very witty author for their principal, and a 
ftudent from Cambridge for their regius profeJfoVj 
undertook to invalidate it on the moral prin- 
ciples of the human mirKl. They objedted to 
general reafoning, and required pofitive proofs : 
pofitive proofs being brought, they return to 
general reafoning on the nature of man, and the 
motives that influence his conduct in different 
fituations. Having returned a fecond time to 
this ground j on this ground, in the name of 
the God of Truth, let the difpute be decided. 

It is not credible, fay they, that an infurrec- 
tion fhould be raifed, or a war meditated againft 
the Enghfh, whofe power had been fo recently 
and vifibly difplayed in dethroning or reftoring 
princes, and exterminating nations, by two weak 
women fecluded from the world in the inmofl: 
receffes of an Eaflern ieragho. Is it then by 
bodily ftrength and perfonal prowcfs, as in the 
favage Hate of fociety, that either kings or 
queens wage war in Afia or in Europe ? Was it 
of any confequence in the confederate war, whe- 

• 'Mr. Burke is or lately was reftor of the univerfity of 
Glafgow. 
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Act the Sovereign of Great Britain, or, in the 
}aft Turkilh war, whether the Sovereign of 
Ruffia, was of the mafculine or feminine gen- 
der ? But the very circutnftance of their deep 
retirement, and the delicacy of oriental manners, 
afforded a fecurity to their perfons, which did 
more than counterbalance the want of manly 
vigour. What opinion can our orators enter- 
tain of the underftandings of thofe wliom they 
thus angle and inveigle with the illufions of 
puerile fancy ? It was not the fex, nor the age 
of the Begums that Mr. Haflings was to confidcr, 
but the numbers of men that were at their devo- 
tion i the prevalence and ftrength of the prin- 
ciple that might unite thefe in adion ; the re- 
fources that might enable them to elude our 
forces, to prolong the w'ar, to take advantage of 
tlie favour, and to weary out by perfeverancc 
the adverfity of fortune } and, above all, their 
difpofition to revolt, and the circumflances that 
might encourage them to excite rebellion. 

Whoever imagines that by all the mildnefs we 
have mixed, or that it is polfible for us to mix 
with our tyranny over the natives and princes of 
Afia, we lhall be able to gain their confidence 
and affcAion, is egregioufly miftaken. What- 
ever aromaticks we may infufe in their bitter cup, 

the 
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the bitter tafle will &ill & far prevail as to induce 
a ftrong defire of cafting it from them whenever 
they can: and the greater the hope of being able 
to do fof the more ardent alfo will be the defire. 
It is a property in human nature, that any emo- 
tion which attends a paflion is eafily converted 
into it, though in their natures they be originally 
different, and even contrary to each other. 
Hence liopc is able not only to inflame the defire 
of obtaining any particular objeft, but alfo to 
excite anger againft the perfon wJio with-holds it, 
or to heighten it where it was before-hand the 
predominant paflionj agreeably to that faying 
of the poet Virgil, /pes addita JuJcitat iras. To 
govern reduced provinces, efpecially fuch as aie 
remote from the feat of government, by flacken- 
ing the curb of power, and granting a few indul- 
gcncies to a fubiefted people, irnperious na- 
tions have always found to be difficult, and for 
the moft part impoffible. After what has fo re- 
cently paiTcd in Aiuerica and in Ireland, we can- 
not be at a lofi to ]U Jgc of the effeds of partial 
cOnceffion. Evvry degree of liberty indulged to 
men tends to produce at once a defire, and 
a fenfc of then natural right to enjoy it in its full 
extent. 

Mr. Francis faid, that it was through the old 
E Begum 



Begum that the right of dominion and property 
in Oude defeended, ftie being the daughter 
and only heir of the antient Soubah. This 
Princefs, he added, was in faft, at leaft in 
right, the real Sovereign of Oude. She is al- 
lowed to be a woman of an high ipirit, and her 
pride is naturally heightened by the rccolkdtion 
of her anceftrj’, and of former times, llic, theie- 
fore, confidered the Englilh as the opprilfois of 
her family, and the ufurpers of its inheiitance. 
The refentment which Ihc naturally enterta-ned 
againft our nation, there was reafon to dread, would 
be inflamed by the hope of gratification. She was 
not uninfoiived of the fituation of afiai.-, i,i the 
wcfiein w’orld. The tiowns of that i, f.naich, 
whole power ftie had long equally dr*, a I 1 and 
deteiled, feemed now to totter on hi-. hetJj and 
that of America had already fallen. The 
French, the Spaniards, theDutch, the three greatefi: 
maritime powers in the world next to ouifelvcs, 
and whole ftrength was but too well known in 
the call, prefied with thur united weight on the 
Engliih, and the ftandard of levoif began to be 
railed in Benares. In fuch circumfiances what 
confident.c could Mr. Ilaftings repole in the at- 
tachment of the high-fpiriied Begum, or what 
in her numerous fubjeds ? Mankind are governed 
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by Opinion; dnd the opinion by whioh they are 
governed is two-fold: an opinion of intereft, 
and an opinion of right. Ideas of right have an 
influence on the minds of men which have been 
found, in fome inftances, to prevail over thofe 
of intereft. Hence in all nations, and in none 
more than in Great Britain, Chiefs have been 
found, who, in the full poffeflion of their privi- 
leges and fortune, have flown to the ftaodard of 
exiled princes, followed by bands of voluntary 
vaflals. But in Afia, where the reverence to 
royal blood is ftronger than in Europe, and 
where the oppreflions of Europeans, compared 
with thofe the people fuffer under their native 
princes, are greater , in Afia, where all ranks of 
men are divided againft us by an opinion both 
of right and intereft, and ready to ftart into a 
pofture of hoftihty on every occafion where there 
is any profpeft of fuccefs, and in circumftances 
fo full of alarm, why fhould Mr. Haflings deem 
it inci edible that the Princeffes of Oude fhould 
join the general confpiracy of the world againft 
Great Britain, or feek for theories by which he 
might reconcile hoftile appearances with bene- 
volent intentions ? Is not our government over 
the natives of India, whatever palliatives we may 
apply or projeft, in reality delpotic ? Is not the 
£ 2 firft 



[ ^8 ] 

firft principle of defpotifm, jealoufy of its fub- 
jeifts ? Was there no ground of jealoufy, jea- 
loufy heightened beyond the pitch of its ufual 
vigilance, in the circumftances in which the Go- 
vernor General of Bengal was placed towards 
the clofe of the year 1781 ? If there was, is his 
country, which his ferviccs have fo eminently 
contributed to fave, to make no allowance for 
the force, for the violence with which reports of 
military preparations muft have fallen on a mind 
anxious for the prefervation of all that was com- 
mitted to the exertion of its poweis? On the 
one hand, it was at leaft probable that a revolt 
was begun in the province of Oiide as well as in 
Benares, and more than probable that it was 
intended : on the other, it was polTible that the 
reports concerning the oiders and defigns of the 
Begums might be falfe. In this dilemma, ye 
accufeis of Mr. Haflings, what w'oiild ye have 
done ? If his fears fliould piovc to be ground- 
lefs, and that, in feizing the icfources of the Be- 
gum, he Ihould commit an injury, that injury 
might afterwards be repaned, but if, on the 
prelumption that their intentions, notwlthftand- 
ing all appearances to the contrary, were pacific, 
he ihould forbear to aft as he did, the empire 
of Great Biitain in the I' aft might be loft. 


In 
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In our wars with the Houfe of Bourbon, have 
we not been accuftomed, on the appearance of 
hoftilities on the part of that kingdom, to antici- 
pate an attack by making one ? Is this conduft 
to be condemned ? Are the minifters who fol- 
lowed It with fuccefs to be impeached, and thofe 
who, notwitliftancling the communications from 
Lord Stormont when ambafiaflor at Paris, neg- 
lefted It to the difgrace of Britain, to be pro- 
moted and honoured ? Was not the conduft of 
Mr. Haftmgs exadly in the fpint of the great 
Earl of Chatham ? And wliether are wc to repro- 
bate the memory of the father, or to approve the 
legal policy of the fon ; who, as if he weie born 
to refute the dodnne that the qualities of the 
mind aie hereditary as veil as thofe of the 
body, condemns in Mr. Haftmgs what raifed 
his progenitor to immortal honour ? 

It will not be laid that the Earl of Chatham 
afted improperly, when, being apprthcnfive of 
the defigns of Spain, by a fudden blow, he pre- 
vented their execution. Yet theie was no o- 
vert act on the part of the Spaniards, no decla- 
lation of intended hoftilities. What then is the 
circumftancc, or what the circumftances of dif- 
enmination between the two cafes of Lord Cha- 
tham and Mr. Haftmgs, which juftify the con- 

du(ft 
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duft of the former, and condemn that of the lat- 
ter ? It may be faid, that the Begums of Oude 
■were living under the proteftion of our friend 
and ally, or, to Ipeak the truth, that they were 
in fad our fubjeds : and it alfo may be faid, that 
the danger to which Great Britain was expofed 
from Spain, was greater than that which was 
threatened by the Begums. Befides theft, there 
is no circumftance of diftindion between the 
two cafes of Chatham and Haftings, which can 
affed in the fmalleft degree the qucflion at 
ifllie. 

Though the Begums of Oude lived under the 
protedion of our ally, and were in fad our fub- 
jeds, they were divided from the Engh(h by all 
thofe circumftances of diverfity which commonly 
prove the fources of animofity and conteft among 
nations. Though overboine by fuperior power, 
the unconquerable will remained of lhaking off 
theEnglifh yoke; and who, reafoning on the prin- 
ciples of the law of nature, will affirm that they 
had not a right to fpurn it, if they could ? The 
very circuniftance of their fubjedion was a rcafon 
why we Ihould be jealous of their endeavours to 
overturn it. There were more points of oppofi- 
tion between them and the Britilh nation, than be- 
tween the Biitilh nation and the Spaniards ; and 

their 
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theirmindswereatleaftequallyhoftile. What is the 
magicthen, in the name of God, of their being our 
friends, allies, or fubjcdfs, that Ihould fuperfede the 
propriety of confidering what are their real inclina- 
tions, and what their power in all fituations when 
vigilance becomes the firft duty of a ftateftnan, 
when jealoufy becomes a virtue? The only que- 
flion is, concerning the different degrees of the 
dangers which ‘hreatened Great Britain from the 
Spaniards in 1762, and from the Princes of India 
in 1781. And here an opportunity is prefented 
of difj)hying the ftiiking contraft between the 
glorious fucceffes of the Englifh arms in the for- 
mer period, and the misfortunes which menaced 
our independence in the latter. But it is fuperfluous 
to dwell on fo fertile a theme. For who that, dif- 
miffing the illufions of the imagination, yields to 
the condvidl of his underftanding, does not per- 
ceive the abfurdity and injuftice of applauding the 
vigour, promptitude, and prevention of the Earl 
of Chafoam in times of national fjilendour unful- 
licd by a cl lud, and condemning the fame quali- 
ties and a fimliar couifc of conduft in Mr Haf- 
ting% when condcnfing ftorms feemed ready to 
wreck the ftate on rocks and llioals, or overwhelm 
it in the troubled ocean ? As to the comparative 
(pvidence on which an apprehenfion of hoftilities 
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on the part of the Spaniards, and on that of the 
Begums of Oude, was founded, there was no overt 
aft of hoftility, which Mr. Pitt declared to be ne- 
ccflary, in order to afceitain hoftile intentions, 
that could be charged and proved againft either. 
But both had nude military preparations, reports 
in both cafes had prevailed of hoftile intentions, 
and in both the ciraiinftaoces of the times were 
fueh as to render thofe reports highly credible. 
The reports in India which Mr. Sheridan treated 
as vague, foitunately for this country, made that 
impreflion on the mind of T\Ir. Haftmgs, which 
they were naturally fitted to make on a found un- 
derftanding and a rcfolute mind ; and that im* 
preflion was afterwards juftified by evidence on 
oath before the chief Biitifli magiftrate in India, 
Bur the enemies of Mr. Haflings obfervr, that 
this evidence was pofterior to the aiftions which 
prefoppofed them; and they contend that whatever 
pretenfions Mr. Hallings may have to penetra- 
tion, and however fortunate the roealurcs he pur- 
fued, he did not aft towards the Begums on legal 
evidciice, even fuppofing the teftimonies produced 
to have been unqucftionable, which they deny. 
Suppofe that Mr Haftmgs had been placed in 
fuch a fituation as to have over-heard a converfa- 
ticn involving rebellious defigns, and fixing the 

meafurcs 
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Meaftires for carrying them into execution* between 
'the Begums and their con6dential fervants, but 
that he was the only perfon in the world that ever 
had any reafon to fufped; fuch deiigns, or to be made 
acquainted with the meafures ptopofcd for effeding 
them} would behave aSed in an unjuflihable man* 
ner, if he had fniftrated their intentions by cutting 
off the means of fulfilling them? Mr.Hafl^ings, from 
his knowledge of the country, the people, and the 
circumftances of the day and hour, mufi be al- 
lowed to have been a better judge of the credit due 
to the reports that prevailed of the defigns of the 
Begums, than any perfon in Great Britaiti at the 
prefent moment, at fo great a diftance of fpace 
and time. It appeared by fabfcquent difcovciies 
that he judged rightly. How ridiculous then is 
it to condemn him for ading according to the 
diftates of his underftanding, when thefe were 
afterwards proved to have been wholly conform- 
able to the truth ? 

But in order to weaken the evidence that was 
produced in proof that his convisft ions concerning 
the defigns of the Begums were in fadt conform- 
able to the truth, the accufcrs of Mr. Haftings 
enter at great length into the fimation of the wit- 
ncflcs, and the nature of their evidence. The 
witneffes, they fay, were men on whom be had 
F bellowed, 
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beflowed, or on whom he might beftoW favoufs } 
or who* from whatever caufe, were attached to 
hia perfon. There, it muft be owned, they have 
a field of objection to all the teftimony that can 
be brought in vindication of his conduct ; for 
the fublimity of his genius had gained aa afeend* 
cncy over the undcrftandmgs, and the generofiiy 
of his difpofition, and the unaffuming modefty of 
his manners, had won the hearts of all whom ar- 
rogance and nvahty had not rendered blind to 
his exalted talents and virtues, and indifferent, 
nay, inimical to the profperity of their country, 
if it depended on his exertions, or was connefted 
with his name. It may naturally be fuppofed, 
therefore, that as the Britilh in India, in gene- 
ral, would be forward to bear teftimony in 
favour of the Governor-General, fo the few who 
might be otherwifc difpofed, would be willirfg to 
avoid a contraiy condudt : yet the popularity of 
any Commander or Chief cannot certainly be 
urged as a legal objection to evidence in his 
favour, if that evidence bears no internal marks 
of falfehood. The fafts alledged amount to a 
clear proof of both rebellious defigns and aftions, 
and die teftimonies by which they are fupported 
are fuffident both with regard to numbers and 
refpedability. The flight difference between the 
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tcftimony oF Sheikh Mahomed Aumeen Mheir, 
the fecond officer in the fervice of Cheit Sing, 
and that of Colonel Hannay, and the other Eng- 
lifli officers ; the firft, fuppofing the troops 
fent to the Rajah to have been fent from Luc- 
now, the laft knowing them to have been fent 
from Fyzabad, but all agreeing that one thou- 
fand fwordfmen were fent by orders of the Be- 
gums ; the flight difference, I fay, between thefc 
teftimonies, difagreeing b an immaterial circum- 
ftance, but perfectly coinciding in the point for 
which they were produced, inftead of invalida- 
ting, corroborates their joint evidence, as it is a 
clear proof that it was not preconcerted. But 
the grand objeftion to the vindication of Mr. 
Haftings, as written by himfelf, in what Mr. 
Sheridan calls his firff and fecond Defences, is, 
that the chain of evidence is not brought up 
from the commandant in the fervice of Cheit 
Sing, and from Colonel Hannajr and the other 
Englilh officers, through every mtermediate 
link, to the Begums iffuing orders to their euf 
nuchs in the receffes of the feraglio. Who told 
the Moorifli Commandant, and the Englifli of- 
ficers, that circular letters were written to the 
Zemindars of Oude, inciting them to rebellion j 
that rewards were proclaimed for the heads of 
F i Enghlh 
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EngHih officers, foldlers, and iepoys; and that 
a)l this was done in confeqnence of orders from 
the Begums? What Zemindar, Polygar, o^- 
Ryot? Specify his name and place of refi- 
dence. Tell ys precifely what he faid, and 
where, and when. If not, we fhall hold youf 
evidence in favour of Mr. Haftings as carelefs, 
vague, irregular, irrelevant, and unfafisfadbory. 
This is their great fortrels. Iq this they tri- 
umph. 

It has been obferved above, that confcious 
fcAitudc is not curious about the means of felf- 
juftification, and that ex'ceflive anxiety about exr 
culpation is not unnaturally conftrued into a 
fymptom of guilt. Or, if the accufers of the 
Governor, when they touched on this point, 
happened to be in a merry vein, what a field, 
as Mr. Haftings very juftly obferves, for triumph 
and derifion would he have afforded to his ac- 
cufer, had he exhibited the names of unknown 
witneffes attefted by Cauzees of uncertain exift- 
ence ! Might it not, too, have been very plau- 
fibly alledged, that the Governor General, in the 
picntitude of his power, was able to extort from 
individuals what declarations, and from thf 
lawyers of the country whatever atteftatious 
he pleafcd ? Thefc confidcrations are fufficient 
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^ acciOMnt for the negled on the part of Mr. 
Haftings and his friends to colled and record 
the names of the witneiTes on whofe teftlmony 
prompt meafures were t^en for quafhing in good 
time the defigns of the Begums of Oude. But, 
left all theie reafonings Ihould prove unfada- 
fadory, and that the omitting to mention, or the 
concealment, if they pleafc, of the names of the 
Zemindars who acquainted the fervants of the 
Company with the defigns of the Princefles, 
ihould fofter injurious fufpiclons, Mr. Haftbgs 
and his friends, and all who are concerned to 
inveftigate the truth in this matter, may lafely 
reft the ilTuc of the whole caufe on this queftionj 
Can a fufficient reafon be given why the Engliih 
officers in the evidence they gave before Sir 
Elijah Impey, ihould ftudipuily conceal the 
names of the Zemindars from whom they re- 
ceived intelligence of what was tranfaded and 
intended in the province of Oude ? 

There is no perfon, however independent in 
fortune, that can bear to be Ihut out from die 
fympathy and fociety of his fellow-men. To be 
frowned on by every countenance, to be regatded 
with averfion and abhorrence by every eye, is a 
ftate of mifery and defpair from which there is not 
^ human being who would not willingly tak^ 
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fhcher m the filent grave: but he who IhoulcJ 
have held an cftate or farm, or any poflbflion in 
the province of Oude, and at the fame time have 
appeared in character of an informer againft the 
Begums, would have been exiled from the fo-« 
ciety and the affectionate regards of his fellow- 
men, and become an objedt of univerfal hatred 
and execration. Mr* Sheridan puts the queftio;^ 
Is it natqral to fuppofo that the Zemindar, or 
native Hindoo of whatever denomination, Ihould 
wilh to have it concealed, that he had done a 
fcrvice to the Prince, his new mafter, and to the 
victorious and flourilhing Enghlh ? Would he 
ijot rather boaft of his merits, and look for pro- 
tedtlon and reward? No. Conftituted like other 
men, endowed with the common feelings of hu, 
manity, tliere is no reward which he would put 
in competition with a total exclufion from human 
fociety. — A reward of thirty thoufand pounds was 
offered after the battle of Culloden, 1746, to the 
man that Ihould deliver up or difcover the Pre- 
tender, who wandered for many months in the 
Highlands and iHands of Scotland ; yet was there 
not found a man, among thoufands ftruggling 
with poverty and want, who would relieve his 
fufferings by the price of blood. The High- 
landers arc an inoffenfive, humane, and generous 

race 



C 39 3 

l-ace of men { yet it is not to be fuppofed that thefi 
was not one among fo great a number who would 
not haveyielded to fuch a temptatiooj if he had not 
dreaded, as worfe than poverty, or any evil from 
which wealth could fecurehim, the univerfal ab- 
horrenceof mankind. InLondon the reward would 
have operated on the minds of thouiands, be* 
caufe in the obfeurity of that immenfe capital 
thoufands of wretches are to be found who can 
Ikulk from the face of their former acquaintance, 
and in new alleys and lanes efcape the condem- 
nation of their infamy. This was not the cafe in 
the Highlands of Scotland } nor yet m the Ze- 
mindaries of Oude. The Zemindar or Ryot 
who Ihould have difeovered any faft that might 
afFei^ the fortune or the dignity of the Begums, 
if it had been known that he difeovered it to his 
neighbours, would have found life infupportable j 
while, at the fame time, various motives may be con- 
ceivedthatmighthave induced him to court the fa- 
vour, and even to wilh for the liability of the Eng- 
liQi Government. Is it any wonder, then, that the 
natives or fubjedls of Oude, who communicated 
intelligence of the rebellion to the Englilh officers, 
Ihould defire that their intelligence might be kept 
fccret ? Or is it a wonder that Englilh officers 
Ihould keep their plighted faith to the Zemin- 
dars 
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to Hvfio committed their future happincHi iht& 
ihek hands? It ivould feemj that no inconfide- 
tabk part of die accufkdon brought agunft Mr. 
HaftiflgSi and thofe who aded with and under 
him> is founded on their very virtue. 

As the go^ faith and humanity exercifed to* 
wards the Zemindars and others, who gave in- 
telligence, has been converted into a fubjeft 
of fufpicion, fo alfo has the lenity and forbearance 
fliewn to the eunitehs and confidential fervants 
of the Begums, after the difcov?ry of their trea- 
furcs. The treafures difeovered, fays Mr. She- 
ridan, the eunuchs are fet at liberty, and all per- 
fecution of their rriiftreffes immediately ceafes ; 
Does this look like an inquiry into a precon- 
certed rebellion, or ^n ad of deliberate rapa- 
city ? If Mr. Haftin^s had continued to prefs 
down the load of fufFerihg, if the eunuchs had 
been thrown into dungeons, outrages com- 
mitted againft the Begums, a court of inquifi- 
tion inftituted, and evidence invited, or even ex- 
torted ; then would Mr. Haftings have efcaped 
the imputation of interrupting feverities the 
moment the end was obtwned for which they had 
been' applied j but he would have allb forfeited 
the praife which is due to the magnanimous mo- 
derition of his condud. “ Enough had been 

“ done 
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** done for the reftoration of the Nabob's tmtho- 
“ rity, and for the lecurity of the peace of his 
“ country ; enough had been done for an exhibi- 
" tion of example.” It is unfair to judge of Mr. 
Haflings’ aflions taken lingly and by themfelves. 
We ought to view them as they are performed in 
fucceffionj and combined to a falutary purpofe. 
Mr. Haftings confulted at once his own feelings 
and the ends of his adminiftration, when, with the 
meafures that he judged to be neceffary for fup- 
portingthe authority of the Nabob, he united re- 
fpeftfor the fex and a regard to the neceffitles of 
the mother and grandmother of our princely 
ally. And, on the whole, let the world judge, 
whether ever any Governor, viceroy, or prince, 
who had fo difficult a part to adl as Mr. Haftings, 
mingled greater refpeft to the feelings and rights 
of human nature, with that fyftem of conduft 
which was neceffary to maintain the authority of 
Government. This, this is the grand and deci- 
five point on which Mr. Haflings ought to be 
tried by his country, and on which he will be 
tried, and juftified too, if not by his country that 
reaps the fruits of his faithful fervices, yet by the 
common fenfe and juftice of all civilized nations, 
but by none more readily than that enlightened 
people, whofe inordinate ambition his meafures 
lb effedually reflralned. 
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This did not efcape the Ihrewdnefs of Mr. 
Sheridan. It was therefore the confideration of 
this point) with which he fct out in his artful, en- 
tertaining, and prolonged oration. Mr. Demp- 
ftcr had put fonae queftions to the witnefies at the 
bar tending to afcertain that extremity of danger 
which was threatened by the long arrears due to 
the army. Mr. Sheridan animadverted on tbofe 
queftions with great rhetorical emotion, and con- 
tended that no political neceflity whatever can 
vindicate an a£l; of injuftice. On the fame and 
on otlier fubjefts Mr. Fox has at different times 
exclaimed in the Houfe of Commons, 
ruat ccelum-, a maxim which, as a writer of diftin- 
guilhed reputation juftly obferved, would be an 
abfurd facrifice of the end to the means. As 
matters of fa6t always exift before law, and 
laws are never fo numerous as cafes, new con* 
jundures muft fometimes arife, in which it is 
abfolutcly neceffaiy to a& according to the fu- 
premc law of the general advantage. And the 
pureff moraliils as well as theologians, have 
concurred in opinion, that a cafe may exift 
in which it is even ” expedient that one 
“ man Ihould die for the people.” Even 
the Stoic philofophy, from an enthufiaft in 
which Mr. Fox borrows, and Mr. Sheridan 
takes the occafional ufe of that glowing expreffioo 

juft 
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jui! quoted) admits that the intcreft and the vtrf 
life of an individual member may be juilly fa-r 
crificed on certain emergencies for the good of 
that body of which he forms a part. Laws arife 
out of the mixed ftate of human affairs : human 
affairS) in their prefent ftage, are not fquared to 
the abftraded nicety of pre-exiftent laws. Mr. 
Sheridan and Mr. Fox would not be fo great 
Stoics as to carry their dodtrine into prafincCj if 
Providence fliould place them in a fituation in 
which it would be necelTary for them either to 
adhere to their maxim, or to ruin, not heaven and 
earth, but even that narrow fpot called Great 
Britain. 

Vinct amir patria^ laudumjue mmenfa cupidt, 
Suppofing therefore, not granting, that there 
was not fufficient evidence to convift the Begums 
either of rebellious adions or defigns, before an 
ordinary court of juftice in ordinary cafes, yet if 
the fituation of affairs was fuch, that either the 
public fafety muft be ruined, or fome facrifice or 
other made for its prefervation, it was the duty 
of Mr. Haflings to make fuch a facrifice : and 
if there was an option of facrifices, it was alfo his 
duty to fix on that which was the moft effeflual 
for obtaining its end, and which could be made 
with the lcaftviolation,orappearanceof violation, 
ofjuftice. But to refume the jaghircs (an cqui- 

G fl valent 
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talcjtt-being intended), and to feize the treafurei 
of the Begums, was the mtA efFedual facrificc 
that could be made. It was alfo that which could 
be made with the leaft violation, or appear- 
ance of violation, of jufl:ice$ for there was 
at leaft a degree of probable evidence that tliofc 
Begums entertained hoftilc defigns againft tlie 
Englifli, and that they Lad even begun to carry 
them into execution : therefore, the meafures 
taken by Mr, Ilaftings on the emergency in 
queftion, were, in all refpeds, the moft proper 
that could have been poflibly imagined. If they 
were improper, let the Englifli nation reftore 
their treafures to the Begums. 

If in human nu'-ure there arc qualities by 
which it is diftinguilhed from the animal crea- 
tion, men are themfelves, in different climates, 
greatly diverfified : and they not only find in 
their condition the fources of variance and dif- 
fention, but they appear to have in their minds 
the very feeds of animofity, and to embrace the 
occafions of mutual oppofition with alacrity and 
pleafurej a conftitution of nature, which, in the 
myfterious courfe of Providence, gives room 
for the excrcife of the noblcft virtues. From 
this diverfity among the different nations there 
arifes a diverfity in the modes by which they 
are governed. One form of government fuits 


one 
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one country) and one another. The govtOh 
ments in Afia are defpo^iC) and it is by fum- 
mary proceedings aloncj and a Arong ami) by 
which, in their prcfent moral condition, they 
can be governed. To introduce new forms of 
government into nations, if practicable at all, is 
the work of time. Attempts were made to in- 
troduce liberty into Ruffia at once, but they prov- 
ed abortive ; and, in like manner, the fteps that 
have been taken to introduce the Englifli law 
into India have been attended with great con- 
fufion, and beenproduftiveof much inconvenience 
andmifehief. It is found diiHcuIt to govern theHIn- 
doos by our laws even in times of profound peace. 
What then was Mr. Haftings to do in times of in- 
finite difficulty and danger ? In proportion to the 
embarraflments of the Engliib, the ideas and pre- 
tenfions of the native princes of India naturally 
revived. The novelty and the odioufnefs of our 
inftitutions were more fenfibly felt ; the fanCiions 
by which they were eflablilhed were weakened j 
and all things feemed rapidly to revert to that 
fituation in which we found India, when, under 
the pretence of being the treafurers and tax- 
gatherers of the Great Mogul, we extended our 
power over fo many provinces of Afia. The 
Britilh power in India was only of an artificial 

kind, 



t 46 1 

kind* the whole mafs of numbers and opinion of 
being againft it. If the truth muft be told^ 
k was purely defpotic, and depended for its 
efficacy on the principle of fear. Should the 
preflure and weight of Government be lefTened, 
the firC} which was fmothered only by that weight 
and prelTure, rnufl break out with an explofion 
fatal to the opprelTors. The feeble, the partial, and 
varying attempts that had been made to eflabliih 
a new order of affaiis, had not formed fuch a 
ftrength of Government as could be depended on 
in a new and unprecedented fituation, big with 
danger and final deftru^tion. The artificial mounds 
by which we had fometimes endeavoured, and 
might yet propofc to confine and lead the ftreatn 
of popular opinion, would give way to that ftorm 
which was ready to fall, and reflore all things to 
their ufual and their deepeft channel. It is juftly 
obferved by the Roman hiftorian Salluft, that do- 
minion is cafily prelcrved by the fame means 
through which it was gained. On the occafion 
of an extrordinary and alarming conjiindure in 
India, the Governor-General of Bengal reverted 
to the piinciplcs by which our dominion there 
had been both acquired and fupported, and pro- 
vided for the public fafeiy by expedtent--, which,, 
in times of tranquillity, and in European Go- 

vernmints. 
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vernments, might be deemed vioUnt andinegu* 
Jar, but which, in the circumftances in which he 
was placed, were proper, becaufc they were la- 
lutary. 

If ever a cafe exifted in which a ruler of a peo- 
ple might afllime a latitude of condudt fuitable to 
political exigences, Mr. Haftings is jaftifiable in 
the meafures in queftion, by all that can juftify an 
extraordinary Hep in an extraordinary fituation: 
re^itude of intention ; the wife adaption of the 
means to the end ; and complete fuccefs. The 
meafures he purfued were not purfued for his own 
emolument, (for Mr Francis docs not charge 
him with a fpirit of private avarice and rapine,) 
but for the public fafety. In refuming the jag- 
hires, and feizing the treafures of the Begums, 
he confultcd the public tranquillity, and by fet- 
tling on thofe fequeftrated Princeffes a yearly reve- 
nue in money, inftead of land, he provided for 
their own. His adminiftration has been crowned 
with glorious fuccefs : nor would a nation fo ge- 
nerous as the Englifli have been contented with 
merely abftaining from all criminations of fo ami- 
able a piivate, and fo great a public charafter, if 
private refentmenr, indefatigable labour, and the 
Utmoft acutenefs of umierfianding, had not com- 
bined to exhibit a malignant and partial view of bis 

actions 
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aftioos in detail, inftead of tracing the mutual con> 
nedioni and contemplating the refult of the whole. 

For of what, my countrymen, is Mr. Haf. 
tings accufed ? Not of fnatching the morfel 
from him that is ready to faint : not of tear- 
ing the fcanry vcftracnt from fliivcring limbs : 
hoc of extorting by refined torments, like a Cortez 
or Pizarro, or fome of our own nation, whofe 
names the imagination of the reader will readily 
fijpply, hoarded trcafures for fwelling a private for- 
tune; but, at the very worll, for faving an empire 
by irregular means. Who, henceforth, will nobly 
dare to break through the reftraints that malice 
and cabal, armed with the chicanery of law, im- 
pofe on every mind that is more anxious about 
felf*intcreft than the public profperlty and fafety ? 
Shall it henceforth be necclTary, for the condud of 
our diflant concerns, to fend out the Judges of 
Weftminfter-hall, or his Majefty’s Solicitor and 
Attorney-General ? What is to be our fituation 
in Afia, if our affairs are direfted in that quarter of 
the world, not by the towering genius of Warren 
Haftings, but the creeping caution of Pepper Ar- 
den ? In the fuccefsful, I will add, in the mild 
meafures adopted by the Governor-General, was 
there ought repugnant to the fpirit by which our 
dominions in India had been uniformly governed ? 

The 
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The conditions on which our tctritorial property 
In India was transferred to the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, were indeed plaufibk, but thofe conditions 
were not obfcrved. The king of Delhi granted 
Certain rights to the Company, on condition of 
their paying that tribute which he was unable to 
raife from the refradtory Nabobs of the Mogul 
empire. But if he was unable to enforce his de- 
mands on the native Princes of India, he was ftill 
lefs able to enforce them on the Company, aftned 
with the troops and the navies of Britain. The 
Company exacted the tribute from the PiinceSi 
but with-held it from the Emperor. They vio- 
lated their engagements, and purfued a fyftem of 
rapine. Nor let it be (aid that thefe were the ads 
of the Company only : the Britifc Government 
were accomplices in their fchemes j they defended 
them by their power, and they (hared in the plun- 
der. The £aft-lndia fair trade was hardly able 
to fupporl idclf. It was the territorial property, 
and the private fortunes acquired in India, that 
made this trade beneficial to the nation at large, 
and which alone enabled the Company to pay the 
annual fum dipulated with Government. It can- 
not be concealed that this was the real ground on 
which our' affairs (tood in India, and this the 
principle on which they were conduded. The 

H Governor 
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(jOV<Jrndr Gcnyrral reprefented the Genius of Bri-* 
Unnia iii the Eaft, which was not fmiling and 
foft, but commanding and aufterc. If to main- 
tain this tone “was a crime, it was not the crime 
of him in whofe perfon it centred, and by whofe 
fidelity to his engagements it was difplayed* 
No, my countrymen, it was not Mr. Haftings 
that was reduced to the neceffity of over-awing 
by feafonable fevcrities the rebellious defigns of 
the B-ajah of Benares and the Begums of Oudc, 
and crulhing in the bud a general revolt in India* 
It was our mifmanagement and difafters in the 
Weft : it was our love of gain and ambition in 
the Eaft ; it was the combination of the world 
againft us, that obliged the man in whofe hands 
obr fafety was entrufted, to ufe the beft means in 
his power for its prefervation. It was faid of 
old, 

fi violandum jus^ regnandi caufa vitlandum tji. 

This maxim was not delivered in defence of 
ciuel and wanton ambition. It imports, that, as 
political government is the greaieft blefling of 
human fociety, it is to be preferred and main- 
tained at all adventures. Every political grie-* 
vance may be remedied by a nation while it pof- 
fefles the force and fpring oflegiflative amhority ; 

but 
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bm when that is loft, all is loft. Were the ij^ten- 
tioBS of Great Britain, then, towards the native? 
of India humane and gracious ? The light and 
temporary diftrefles of the Princefles of Oude 
was a cheap price for fo great a purchafe : for I 
alTume it as a maxim, that, without that facrifice, 
the power of Britain in India muft luve been an- 
nihilated. But this* would i\ot have happened 
without a ftruggle : fo that the queftion that Mr. 
Haftings had under confideration was. Whether, 
when the fortune of Great Britain ftood trembling 
on a precipice, and the ftrongeft probabilities (if 
our lawyers impugn the denomination of 
evidence) exifted, that the Begums of Oude had 
taken the firft fteps of revolt, whether he ftiould 
follow the courfc he in faft purfued j or, by yield- 
ing to the inevitable neceffity of a mutiny, or of 
difbanding the army, cut off the hopes of a poli- 
tical reform in India, by cutting off the power of 
England on which it depended, invoke the whole 
country in anarchy and bloodlhed, expofe the 
Englifti to the revenge of the natives, and render 
the final diffolution of our power in the Eaft as 
violent and painful, as its firft commencement 
was plaufible, and its progrefs profperous ? In 
filch a dilemma, could the rigour of jufticc, could 
the tendernefs of mercy, condemn even fuch an 
expedient as that which was reforted to by the 
}I a Marquis 
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Marquis of Fauquicres in the confederate war, 
in the reign of queen Ann ? The MarquU was 
fent out, at the l^cad of a party which was to paf? 
ill the qight through a wood in deep filence, and 
to perform a fervipc which required equal fecrccy 
and expedition, and on the performance of which 
the very falvaiion of the French army depended. 
Tovrard^ the morning, but while it was yet dark, 
one of the men under his command began to^ 
cough violently, and could not by his utmoft 
^rts fupprefs that irrcfiftible convulfion. The 
commander facrificed the life of one man to that 
of thoufands *. The French nation lamented the 
hard fate of the innocent man j but did not 
condemn the aftion of the general. Compare 
with tjiis deed the conduft of Mr. Haftings in 
Oude, and the innocence, and even fervices of 
the French foldier, with the hofcle intentions 
and preparuions of the Begums; and fay, if 
cither, which was the moft to he condemned ? 

In a critical and biographical introduftion tq 
an hiftory of the reigns of King William and 
queen Ann, by Mr. A]e.xander Cunningham, 
the Englilh Refident at Venice, juft publiftied, 
and which, I truft, will be read and ftudied by 
^very man who is a fnend to the liberty, who 

’ See Fauquicres’ Memoirs. 

de- 
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(ielights in recolle&ing the purcft and mnft 
nous times of our republic, and is difpofcd toi 
watch the many-formed ambition of France *. in 
the Introduction, I fay, tQ that hiftory, there is 
an anecdote rccofdcd of the great Prince Eu- 
gene, which I fubmit to the confideration of the 
accufers of Mr. Haftings. At the battle of 
Malplaquet, while victory yet hung in fulpence, 
a youth of the name of James Campbell (after- 
wards General Sir James Campbell, of Laurs),' 
at the head of a party of horfe, fprung forward 
out of the line, cut through the enemy, and even 
the Gens d’Armes of France, and through agaia 
to the confederate army. This daring aCtion 
(truck a panic in the French, infpired our men 
with courage, and decided the fate of the day. 
Certain officers of our army murmured aglhinft 
Campbell, and were fevere in their cenfures of 
his conduct. But Eugene, who, as the writer 
of the Introduction obferves, conceived that a 
conjuncture might exift wherein the tranfgrelTion 
of rules might imply the higheft degree of merit, 
thanked him for having fo nobly and fuccefsfully 
exceeded his orders, on the day after the battle, 
at the head of the army. Is the power of France 
le(s now than it was then ? Is her ambition, though ' 
better conceal(‘d, Icfs dangerous ? Is the merit 

cf 
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"of Haftings kft than that of Campbell ? No ! 
but an Eugene is wanting to proclaim his juft 
praife in the face of his enemies. 

But it was not only India that Mr. Haftin^s 
favcd to the Britifli empire. The conquefts that 
were made there, by the valour of -the Britifh 
troops under his government, were exchanged, 
at the l^te peace, for other places, which, but 
for thofe conquefts, muft have remained in the 
hands of our enemies. Now, Mr. Fox, and 
others of his party, as Major Scott told them in 
their teeth without being contradifted, about two 
months before the peace was concluded, declared 
in the Houfe of Commons, that Without a peace 
of fome kind or other this nation was undone. 
A peace as honourable and advantageous to 
Great Britain as her fttuation could poffibly leave 
room to expert was concluded j and immediately 
Mr. Fox and his friends, who had lb often de- 
voted Lord North to the block, urtite for the 
purpofc of turning the man out of his offi9e, by 
whom the peace was made. So that both, the 
man who made the peace, and the man who, 
by the vigour of his adminiftration in the Eaft, 
enabled him to make it, without facrificing our 
Weft India Iflands captured by the French, are 
rewarded, the one with the lofs of office, the 

Qthtf 
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6ther v;ith an un|irecedented and ridiculous, buf 
vexatious pcrfccution 1 — Never furely were fer- 
viccs fo ill requited as thofe of Mr. Haftings to 
this country. In private life he was the friend, 
and patron, and bountiful alTiftant of thoufands, 
devolved by their friends on fortune and on his 
goodnefs. In his public charafter he laved 
India by the gentleft facrifice that was ever yet 
made by prince or ruler in circumftances fo full 
of alarm and danger : yet this is the man of 
whom Mr. Burke fays, that “ it is indecent that 
“ he Ihould be permitted to go about at large, 
“ enjoying the common benefits of liberty, frelh 

air, and focial life.” 

As I introduced thefe obfervations on the 
charges brought againft Mr. Haftings by his 
enemies, and on the arguments by which they 
are fupported, with a great name, to whofe cha- 
racter and fortune thofe of that gentleman bear a 
ftriking refemblancej fo Ilhall, in like man- 
ner, conclude them, by remarking a fimilarity 
between his conduft, on his return from India, 
and that of another great fpirit, when his fortune 
and fate were committed to the general opinion 
and determination of the E^glilh nation. “ While 
“ the fucceffion was yet unfettled. King William 
“ entered into no intrigues either with the 



C J« 1 

** dcftors or the members of parliament; anci 
** fo &r was he from forming cabals with the 
** leaders of parties, that he difdained even to 
beftow careffes on thofe whofe afliftance might 
be ufefijl to him*.” Admirals have loft oppor- 
tunities, Generals have loft armies, and Com- 
manders in Chief aufpicious conjunctures and 
times never to be recalled} but they threw them- 
felves into the fcale of oppofition, and were 
loaded with offices and honours. Mr. Haftings, 
the feviour of the nation, courts not the favour of 
any party, but looks confidently to the nation for 
juftice. It might have become Adminiftration, 
aswcll-wilhers to the fupport of the Britilh Go- 
vernment, to have (hewn fo much countenance 
at leaft to the caufe of Mr. Haftings, as to have 
ufed their influence, which prevails fo much in 
other matters, in order to obtain a patient heafing 
to the evidence and arguments urged by Mr. 
Burgefs, Mr. Nicholls, Major Scott, and others. 
The little jealoufy and cunning of the Minifter 
of the day begin already to generally fuf- 
peCbed, and the motives which direfted his vwce 
againft Mr. Haftings to be underftood. I truft 
to the geneiofity of the Englilh nation, that 
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the meannefs of that iniquitous policy will one 
day be made manifefti that it will lay the name 
with the power of that cunning youths low in the 
dullj and ferve as a foil to dilplay the magnani- 
mous virtue of Mr. Haftings, concerning 
whofc praife no tongue or pen tliat defcribes the 
prefcnt, in any future times, fliall be filent. 
Were it not that the example of his ill-requited 
merit may ftrike its roots too deep into the 
hearts of other commanders, and that the enemies 
of our country will triumph over us, I Ihould al- 
moft rejoice that fo great, fo well regulated, 
and compofeJ a mind as that of Mr. diallings, 
has found, like the glorious objcfts of anttent 
cjlraujm^ in the perfecution of his countrymen, 
the noblefl theatre of virtue, and the loudeft 
trumpet of fame. And yet the vote of the 
Houfe of Commons on the 8th of February, 
and particulaily that of one man, I cannot reflect 
on without furprize and indignation. I do not 
wonder that the warm imagination of Mr. Burke 
is ovcr-hcated by fo long and clofe an attention 
to one objc6l. I do not wonder that Mr. She- 
ridan, though of a difpofition naturally honeft, 
generous, and noble, Ihould, from political views, 
a£t the part fo wifely committed to his powers bjr 
his political fi lends : far lefs do I wonder that even 
I he. 
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he, who in fuch fufpicious circumftances aban- 
doned the inquiry into the affair of Rumbold, and 
who bad acknowlegded fo emphatically, that, 
but for the exertions of Mr. Haftings, India 
muft have been loft, I do not wonder that he 
who had no charader for confiftcncy to lofc, 
Ihould fit filent amidft the criminations againft 
the man whom he had praifed, and fneak off 
under the fhadow of the minifterial wing to 
vote againft him: but I wonder, that Mr. 
Pitt, who owes his ftation to the friends 
and to the pcrfonal magnanimity of the Go- 
vernor General, in rcfufing to purth.'ife bis 
quietus by joining a fadion againft him j I won- 
der that Mr. Pitt, who pretv.nds to fluOd folely 
on the confidence of his countrymen, fliould fo 
meanly and fo impohticaliy defert that great 
man to whofe influence and virtue he owes his 
power, and his country its fafety. Do you u ifh, 
ydung ftatefman, by fuch truckling conduil, to 
gain the good opinion and fricndftiip of youi op- 
ponents ? There is a generofity in the nature of 
Fox, of North, of Burke, and Sheridan, which 
will never coalefce with the cuinning of yours. 
Though the fortune of poliiical war has placed 
thefemen in theoppofitc lines, their hcaits and 
minds are congenial with thofe of Haftings, Are 

you 
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you fo weak, notwithlianding all that is taught 
by the law of nature, and even by the facred 
Scriptures, as to plead fcrupks of confcience? 
Go then, exchange fituations with Dodor Pret- 
tyman, abandon the government of a great na- 
tion, and preferve the peace of your mind by re- 
linquifhing your power, not by facrificing your 
friend. But is there not fomewhat of jealoufy 
at the bottom of your oppofition to Mr. Haftings ? 
The world thinks foj and, I believe, your 
countrymen will foon convince you that they do. 

The perfecutions carried on agalnft great and 
good men, and the triumphs of the wicked and 
weak, with which the Englilh hiftory, and ef- 
pecially in its lateft periods, abounds, fliew how 
unworthily popular favour may be gained, and 
how undefervedly loft; how quick thofe tran- 
fitions from one extreme to another, which are 
incident to popular governments ; and with what 
caution and referve we ought to yield our aflent 
to the dodrines of the day, or our approbation 
to the mcafures of the mon^t, the true mo- 
tives of which are feldom avowed, although 
plaufible pretexts are eafily found for recom- 
mending them to the multitude, who, from ma- 
lignity, from a love of innovation and amufe- 
ment, and from the very fociability of their na- 
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turci are eager to whatever tione 

happens to be i^ppermoft^ for time, 4ifhi^b 
originates for^^ jnoll part, iiv private 
juftifiable which is circulated at*!^ 

by felhth igdjiftry, and at lafi by the tideSr^f 
fympathy aad currents of popular paflion. .fllit 
thcfc tides ^nd civtcnts.fopa^ or later tfubfidci 
and return, by a natoraJ and neeeflafy reflux in 
in oppofite diredion ; fmetmeSy as in the ge- 
neral fojrow which followed the death of So- 
ciates, even to a point when unavailing repen- 
tance tnanifefls itfelf in afis of outrage and mad- 
nefs. It is not until, fuch tumults are calmed 
that the ebataders of men are juftly eftlmated, 
and their names duly embalmed in the faithful 
page of biftory. 
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Right Honourable Sir, 

In the diilribution of dilFere||C parts to the minif- 
terial orators who fupport the new India bill, in the' 
application of their different powers to this one im- 
portant objeft, it was natural that all the topici> 
which afforded play to a wandering imaginatioD> atid 
to tragic defcription, Ihould have been allotted to 
Mr. Burke. The field of fancy is almoft exclu- 
fively your’s ; and when it was rcfolved, that in or- 

B dcr 



der to palliate the intended inraliM of our charter 
%fid our prq|pfty» the atrocioM of bacbaricy 
and cruelty connmitted by the fervants of the Eall- 
Ihdia Company abroad, Ihould be held up to the 
deteitation of the Hou fe, and of the public, and 
form one grand engine of the attack, your talents 
both for the fathetU and the fabulous^ gave you a 
double claim to this branch of thcfervice. Your 
feelings are fo tremblingly acute, your nerves are 
fo ilrung to compallion} your language is fo attuned 
to lamentation, that forms of horror and dtftrefs, 
fcenes of dedrudtion and defolation, feem to arife 
fpontaneoufiy in your mind, and to occupy that por- 
tion of the fenforium, which, in men of irritable 
habits, is the province of rcafon, of judgment, and of 
common fenfe. I am, therefore, one of thofe who 
were exceedingly furprifed that the right honourable 
framer of the new lull ^ould fo palpably have en- 
croached upon your piHvilege in his late harangues, 
as to ejthibic a very glowing and highly-coloured pic- 
%ire of the inhumanities of our countrymen in In- 
dia. There is honour among thieves; furely it 
cannot be wanting among Minifters. But I (hall 
hereafter be lefs inclined to wonder at any unwar- 
rantabTe attempt to inv;Me the prerogatives of the 

fubjed^, 
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I bave feetu among youtBvei, fo 
gUring an myaGon of yfwr’sJ 

If avarice and rapacity were fubjcds (^en to 
eloquence (f Mr. Fox, the tortures, the bloodlhed 
that accompanied them were themes that appertained 
folely to Mr. Burke. The right honourable Setre^ 
tary might inveigh as he pleafed on the manner in 
which the debts due to the Company had been con* 
tra&d — but' it belonged to the right honourable 
P^mjitr to expatiate on the feverities neceflary for 
extorting payment of them. In fhort. Sir, you 
have been fuperfeded in your fundbions : The Minif* 
ter, who is foon to unite in his own perfon the rights 
of the Company, the powers of the Crown, and 
the riches of the Eaft, has begun his career of in* 
juftice by excluding you from the path in which you 
hoped to have trodden without a rival. He fnatched 
from your hands Colonel Boujour’s letter — He told 
the piteous tale of Cheyt Sing, the woes of Afophrul 
Dowla, and the misfortunes of his grandmother 1 
I wonder you can ever forgive him. To take your 
long prepared vidtim out of your clutches, to go out 
of his way, and againft his own repeated profeffions, 
for the fake of abuGng the Governor General of 
B 2 Bengal, 
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Beaga), to abufe him too fbt i fanguinary, tnuN 
dll^das difpoli^n, of which tilt -tha^ momeiit you had 
prided yourielf (and with reafon) as the foie difco- 
wb a hard trial of your patience. But to 
drive you from every ftrong hold of your Commit- 
tee, to leave you nothing but the ftale defence of 
Shah AllUm, the cxpulfion of that virtuous monarch 
Coffim Ally, and the defraudation of that difinte- 
refted Plenipotentiary, Omichund, whereon to ereft 
your plea of participation in the fpoils of Hindoftan, 
tnuft engage your very opponents in your behalf. 
They cannot but have behblden with an eye of pity 
the fliifts to which you were driven, the diftrefs in 
which you were involved by the neceflity of a vague 
and uninterefting retrofpe£lion. 

To plunge into the forgotten abyfs of diftant revo- 
lutions, to revive the convifted flander of artificial 
famines, to tread on the tender ground of injurious 
monopolies previous to the year 1772, (withyeur 
'^end General Smith at your elbow) was indeed a bit* 
ter pill — but gilded as it is with five and twenty 
thoufand a year from Government to yourfelf and 
your relations, you contrived fomehow or other to 
fwallow It : and even now that it is down, it cannot 

fail, 
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fail, I Ifaink, to exctte « few qaalmi — < for you muft 
at times be appiehehTive tbat your langi^ aitd yoar‘ 
condoft on former ftruggles with reqsea to India, 
ihould live in the world's recolledion : that it Ihould 
be whifpered how ftrenuous and how loud an advo« 
cate you were in the year 1772 for the chartered 
rights of the Eaft-India Company. How you then 
reprobated the minifterial iniquity of your now-no- 
ble friend Lord l^orth — How warmly you defended 
the innocence of the Company’s fervants of that day 
— and how quickly, upon a proper application, pul- 
veris exigui jailut you can “ renounce your princi- 
“ pics, and eat your words.” 


In this formal recantation of your un-penfioncd ha- 
bits of thinking and fpcaking, Mr. Woodfall has been 
particularly cautious not to omit that you were upon 
your legs upwards of two hours. This is a morfel of 
information for us out of doors only. The members 
who retired to dimer when you got up, knew they 
had full two hours of fpare time ; and when they 
returned, you had not fat down. But as you took 
only fomewhat more than two hours to difgorge all 
you had taken in during three years of hard ftudy, 
and as in that time you contrived to unfay roery thing 

that 
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AiK yon h»i,bee»ht»td ^ fitter leathe tTifcnlion of* 
aw% A4fc of the tgtb of the Kiog^ I muft> 
attow tb?t ym perfonned it t»/ib greaf MpedUm y- 
.^Oiijhaia expedkioQ proportioned to the nuejities of 
ibe time/, and to the hurry of the whole traniaflioni.; 
The fpeeeh which Mr. Woodfali has made for you in. 
Tueiday’s Chronicle, deals ib exceedingly vageniralSf 
that } cannot follow up with that accuracy and clofe- 
jiefs which I am inclined to bellow upon the fubjcA 
your ** prodigious detail d[ the condufb of the Com* 
paoy in Afia, from thek Ikft eftablilhment there.’* 
But I muft be permitted to remark, that it is foims 
what extraordinary to obferve you oflentatioully 
vaunting your late three-years courfc of ftudy, as the 
ground cf your claim to the attention of the Houfe, 
when it is notorious to the moll fupcrficial obferver 
of your Reports, that every objefb of enquiry in your 
committee, has been religioully confined to the finglc 
period of Mr. Haftings’s adminiflration, and when 
it is evident, from the whole tenour of your oration, 
that you had been alraoftexprcflly referred, by a mi- 
aifterial mandate, to events antecedent to that ad- 
miniftration. One article was indeed generonlly given 
up to you, wherein there was a poflibility of implicat- 
ing the Qovernor General a hiftory of that pomp- 


ous/ 
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0UI ^ «hat ^UlaRb 

His miUntfs. hotffwr ^kawe to your^i^^ 
feiBon ; for tkat qu^ity hai bten iddci^ difputed t« 
MonCirdis who were without fubjeds. But that 
he is ** the tnoft i^en^cept, humane,'* {i. e. nili 
ofwe mote) ** generous,*’ (i. c. im^eyit) '* wifi^ 
pMlofophk^t,” (wijhigm)** and religious of mfcn,'* 
I moft a little conteft with notwithflanding 
your ingenious reduplication of epithets. Of bis 
beneficence I cannot at once recoiled an inftftnce-, 
except a donation (hardly gratuitous) of two lacs of 
rupees^nd that portion of his merits you Ihouli 
have left to the panegyric of General Smith. In 
wifdom I hold him greatly inferior to the Raja of 
Tanjore; for in the chow offtiends^ which » one 
great criterion of judgement, the latter has infiniielf 
die advantage. His religion, as it is that of a Ma- 
hometan, is of little confideration in a Chriftiaa 
allembly i and you had better have given him a good 
ihare of morality ; however, I muft acknowledge 
to have heard, that his Majdly 1$ famous for copy^*- 
ing the Koran with peculiar neatneis of charader, 
and that he is not much interrupted ki this auguft 
employment by attention to the management of hit 
extenfive empire^ and to the welfare of his innume* 

rabJo 
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inible fubjedts. Becweea oucfdve^ Sir<~-4ie » t 
,i^eak man. Lord Clive gave him the provinces of 
C)orah and fllahabad, which would afford him a 
haodfome maintenance, and were five times as much 
as he could ever have acquired in any part of India 
without us : and we alfo allowed him twenty>fix lacs 
of rupees yearly from Bengal for the fupport of his 
dignity. But he was too mu oh of a fbihfopber to 
attach himfclf to the good things of this world, fo 
threw himfclf into the arms of his natural, here* 
ditary, and conftltutional enemies theMarattas; ceded 
to them, witbeut our mjmty the provinces we had 
given him, and undertook a chimerical expedition to 
Dchli. Are you furprifed that wc took thofe provin- 
ces back again, when the King could nor, or would 
nor, keep them ? or that we did not continue him 
the fubfidy of twenty-fix lacs of rupees to be lavifhed 
away among Marattas? Self-prefervation forced 
upon us the conduft we obferved on that occafion ; 
it was warmly approved at borne, by both ends of 
the town } and it certainly has contributed more than 
any other caufe, to keep Bengal ftill in our hands. 
1 hope the new Commifiioners will now aflFord this 
great and virtuous Prince fome Iblid infiance of their 
compaflSoti — and that they will reftore him thofe 

provinces. 
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j^rovinca, or others in their fiead, as well as 
his fubfidy — by way of contrail to the meafures of 
Mr. Haftings.— In the “ Magna Charts of Hindof. 
"4an/' it would be a miferable overlighc to omit the 
Great Mogul : and furely he has a claim upon the 
juilice of the Hate, and llill more upon the gratitude 
of individuals, for reftitution of his countries and 
revenues. 

It does not indeed perfcftly meet my comprehen- 
fion how you could explain the circumftancc of the 
/ale of this monarch to Sojah Dowla, nor the /alg 
of Sujah Dowla to hifitfelf. No doubt you made 
this matter perfedtiy clear to your fcanty remnant of an 
audience, but Mr, Woodfall has funk the particulars. 
I know very well, that when his beneficent and 
philofophical Majelly ran away, we re-afllimcd the 
provinces which he chofe to evacuate. I know that 
as they weie too difficult to be managed by us, we 
parted with them for a valuable confideration to Sujah 
Dowla; by which means we Ibengthcned our own 
frontier agalnfl the Marattas. I know alfo, that 
upon various occafions on which we afforded power- 
ful military afllflance, or important political fcrvices 
to Sujah Dowla, we endeavoured to balance the ac- 
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io fome d^r«e, b7 ftiputations for a pecutuarjr 
l^tn. If, however, th« Vifier purchafed bimjelf 
by any of thoife tranfaftions, he certainly thought; 
himfdf a gainer by*the bargain : and as there is efi^ 
dcnce before the Seieft Committee, that he lived and 
efed itt perfeSl indepenence, it is tnatufeft that, in this 
ibflance at lead, the Company broke through the 
fyftem of treachery, difhonefly, and injuftice, with 
which you have charged them, by leaving Sujab 
Dowla in full and c^uiet pofiTeffion of himfelf, after 
they had thus fold him to himfelf. 


So you haveaffcrtcd that that they fold Ragoba to 
the Marattas, and the Marattas to Ragoba.” What 
a childifli play upon words! Did we not in the fame 
manner fell America to France and France to Ame- 
rica ? What is there in the refolutions refpefting Ra- 
goba to judify fuch indecent puerilities ? Our Bom- 
bay Council had feen that Chief the oftenfible and 
the avowed head of the Maratta government. — A 
revolution difplaced him, and he threw himfelf un- 
der our prote&lon. — It was natural he fhould make 
liberal offers for our aid in re-eftablilhing his affairs: 
it was pdltically juft that we Ihould accept them. 

Was 
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Was it ever imputed as a crime to the French Courd 
that King James was received and protedl^ed there 
after his abdication ? or can it be doubted that he 
bad bound himfelf to the performance of moft am- 
ple conceiTioos, in cafe of a reftoration through the 
means of France ? On that firft treaty with Ragoba 
you mean, I prefume, (for I have no data) to ground 
the fale of the Marattas to hm ; on the treaty of 
Poorunder you muft of courfe fix the fale of Ragoba 
to the Marattas — But here, a vote of the Houfe of 
Commons authorifes the fale^ by an approbation of 
that treaty. But the fecoad and late treaty of peace 
which provides a refidence and a ftipend in the Ma- 
ratta dominions for Ragoba, nearly the fame as was 
done by the treaty of Poorunder, has another article, 
by which “ the £ngli(h and the Pefiiwa mutu- 
** ally agree, that neither will afford any kind 
“ of afliftance to the enemies of the other }” and this 
inclines you to tremble for the fafety of Ragoba. — 
Had you turned to the fixth article of the fame 
treaty, you would have feen that Ragoba’s quiet 
abode, comfortable fupporr, and perfcft fecurity, 
is exprefsly provided for hy name ; and therefore if 
the Pcfhwa, or any of his people, offer any injury 
to Ragoba as long as he continues quiet, they wil' 
C 2 havf 
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have infringed the fixth article; and confequently the 
fourteenth, on which your objeiftion is founded, will 
have become void of courfe. 

The other Rajas and Princes whom the Company 
may have Joldj are all packed up by the dczf>i or 
frojs in Woodfairs paper, fo that it is not in my 
power to go into the merits of each particular bar- 
gain ; but from the general purport of your fpeech 
I am led to conclude, that let who will have been 
guilty of this general audfion, this fale of Hindoftan, 
the Crown (or rather the prefent Miniftry) is under- 
ftood to have a right to all the benefits of a purcha- 
fer. I am not indeed yet exaftly clear whether the 
prefent poflefTions, territories, and fovereignties be- 
longing to tlje Eaft-India Company, be liable to be 
ranked among the lots bought, or the lots fold; 
but I am furc that Government exhibits at once 
the moft interefted cagernefs in appropriating the 
whole to itfelf, and the moft perfed indifference as 
to the validity of the title by which they are now 
held. To me it appears very little confonant to juf- 
ticc, that the Crown fhould profit by the iniquities 
of the Company. Nothing can be more evident, 
than that the Crown was not concerned in the acqui-- 

fit'm 
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Jltion of the Company’s ptefent eftates: on w’hac 
plea ftjould it now alTume them ? If there were ra> 
pacity, or treachery, or fraud, or barbarity, in the 
manner by which they were iirft gotten, nothing Ihort 
of reftitucion can repair the mifchicf. Is it icfs 
rapacious, or treacherous, or barbarous, for a Go- 
vernment to feize the property of its own fubjefts, 
guaranteed to them by frequent afts of its own, than 
for ihofe fubjefts to have originally feized it in the 
fame manner from the then lawful owners ? Of the 
180,000 /quart miles, which this Bill >£ to veil 

in the hands of I know not whom — 

much has been granted by public and authoritative 
deeds of ceffion to the Eaft-India Company ; — and 
fuch is indifuputably the tenure of the twenty-four 
Pergunnahs near Calcutta, and of the province of 
Gauzipoor and Benares. Thefe arc held by grant from 
the Nabob of Bengal, and the Vizier of Oude, who 
were then fovereigns, propni juris, and competent 
to the grant. The Dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriifa refts on a very diiferent title, on a firmaun 
froin the ptefent Mogul, whofe power was never ac- 
knowledged in any of thofc provinces, and who by 
that adb gave away what he never could have the 

iinallen; 
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fmalleft hope of making his own. The Dewannji 
itfelf, confidered as a Mogul eftablifhment, con* 
fers nothing more than the appointment to collefl the 
revenues for the Emperor's ufe. The interna] 
g;overnment, the military consmand, are ofiices 
totally diftind^, and were never, that I know or 
fufpeifl, granted to the Company at all. Thefe arc 
branches of the Nizamut ; and a part of them at 
leaft is ftill evctcifcd under the name, and on the 
authority, of the Soubadar of Bengal. Surely a 
Bill brought into Parliament for the exprefs difplay 
of national juftice, for the declared purpofeof doing 
away former adls of vl ilcnce and oppreflion, a Bill 
which is to benefit both the Company and the Pub- 
lic at home, and to be the Ma^na Charta of Hin- 
doftan, fhould have paid fome attention to thefe dif- 
ferences in the tenures of the Company’s pofTeflions. 
A plea of political neceflity may perhaps be fuffici- 
ent to wreft from them the exercil’e of fovereignty: 
but their private property ftiould at leafl: be invio- 
late. Even that dcfpotic monarch, the Vizier of Oude, 
did not at once confifeate to his own ufe the nett 
colleftions of all the Jaghires which he took out of 
the hand of the Jaghiredars. There is a medium for 
tyranny' itfclf to obferve— and if the Company were 
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to be deprived of aU power, of all credit, of all ex- 

tfteoce abroad, it would at lead have been decent to 

have left them thdr hoofe and warehoufes at home 

untouched. A whole province forcibly feized in 

Afia would have eidted ie& murmur and indigna- 

rioD, than the burning of a fingledoor in LeadenhaH- 

ftreet: and though yourcoufin may heftoranddomi- 
¥ 

ncer in the palace of the Rajah of Tanjorc, I truft 
in God that the fag-ends of Mr. Fox’s miniftry will 
have the modcfty to wait a few months before they 
affert their fuperiority over all the dukes and peers of 
the realm. It cannot however be doubted, but that 
as food as this bill is palTed, the very fecrctary of a 
fccrctary, the very deputies of thofe who will then 
be the mailers of the Crown with the title of its 
feivants, will have more real importance, more 
weight, more efficacy in the government of this de- 
voted country, than the firft independent members of 
the Houfe of Lords. 

Much has been faid of the infufficiency of theprefent 
Court of Diredors to manage the Company’s affairs^ 
I believe it indeed to have been but indifferently ferved 
by feme few of them : and the public is at no lol» 
to difeover fomeihing more than fufpicious traces of 

underhand 
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Witcriisr.d ni».=gcmcnt. But ia faft, the diijeAioDS; 
1 6ndy went not fo much to the incapacity of the 
perfons, as to the iroperfeftion of their powers ; and 1 
think the four and twenty gentlemen of the prefent 
Hft might have been as competent to the better di- 
ledion of the Company’s concerns, as your fixtcen 
new DireAors, had you but given them the fame 
enlarged authority. I would not be pcrfonal — and 
therefore I avoid all comparifon of the prefent objefts 
of preference with the reft of their brethren •, as a 
Proprietor, however, I have fomething of a plea 
for knowledge of their kveral merirs, and I own 1 am 
in fome inftances at a lofs to divine the motives for 
their felcftion. You, Sir, have aferibed much of 
“ the evils which have dcfolatcd India, to the fort 
of perfons fent out by the Company, Young men 
without education, and with no other talents than 
“ fuch as matured to rapacity and barbarity. A 
gr^'beaded Enghjhman is a phanomnon mknoivn 
“ in India." (Vide Morning Chronicle.) Mr. 
Hornby, furely, who has been at Bombay forty-two 
years, muft have a wonderfully green old age, if he 
be not yet grey. But perhaps the gry-beadtd Re- 
ceiver in tie City is not fatisfied with his prefent 
pickings, and this fpecch is preparatory to his Indian 

appoint* 
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i^x^ment. And why objeftj Sir, to young men? 
b there not fomething to be learnt, is there not fome 
apprenticefliip neceffary in every fphere of life? 
Would you have the trade, and the revenue^ and 
the government of all our affairs in India turned 
over at once to blockheads who have not the fmalleft 
idea of the principles of commerce, or of the laws, or 
the cuftoms, or the language of the country, 
merely becaufe they can difplay a few grey hairs ? 
Nor do the young men who are ufually fent to India 
wan' education fo much as you would inlinuate. 
That error perhaps you may have adopted on the 
obfervation of fome clafTical deficiencies in one of the 
luminaries of your Committee: but He has figured 
mo(t in a military line ; and few foldiers, you know, 
pride themfclvcs in an attachment to the belles Ict- 
tres. 1 muft beg leave to inform you. Sir, that the 
Company’s fervice in India is of itfelf a fyftem (and 
no bad one) of education for a map of bufmefs : 
and that if you were in habits of converfing with 
thofe gentlemen who have come from thence, you 
would find them at leaf!: on a par in liberal and claf- 
fical accompllfhmcnts with any of their home-bred 
neighbours. Let me add, that Mr. Haftmgs is, in 
the ftriiklefl: fenfe of the word, a That his 

D kaow> 
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knowledge oi the Perllan and Hindoftanlc dialed^ 
is fuperior to that of mofl; of his countrymen, that 
in fchool proficiency he excelled moft of his contem- 
poraries at Weftmiofter, and that his ftyle of com- 
pofition in his native language is fuch as ftw writers 
by profcffion can emulate. Mr. Roufe, one of your 
Committee, who (though he went young to India, and 
continued there feveral years) bad previoufiy received 
the bcft of educations, will, I doubt not, corroborate 
my affertion. This rapid fucceflion of boys" to 
which you impute fo much of our calamities, is 
another creature of your own imagination. A mo- 
ment’s glance at the printed lilts of the Company’s 
civil and military fervants at the different prefiden- 
cies would have proved the contrary. In Bengal, 
exclufivc of the Governor General, whofe ferviecs 
are of more than thirty years ftanding, the feniors 
on the civil line take date from 1762— at Madras 
arc fcvcral who have been there upwards of twenty 
five years— at Bombay there are fix whofe refidcnce 
is of thirty years duration. But it fiiited the pur- 
pofe of the moment that they (hould all be thought 
boys — and one of the ufual figures of your rhetoric 
made them fo— I wilh there had been no other un- 
qualified allertion ! But your dodrine of monopo- 
lies 
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jljes (as given away in India,) was equally unwar- 
rantable— A monopoly of opium” you are made 
to fay “ was fold on the moment of the contraft en-^ 
tercd into for 40,000!. the next moment it was fold 
“ for another profit } and in the courfe of a fkort fin- 
«< gle day, with an almofi; equal enormity of advan- 
“ tage, was fcnt through a variety of hands.”— -By 
this account here mull have been upwards of five lacks 
of rupees, perhaps ten lacks, made at once by the 
mere transfer of a contract from hand to hand 1 than 
which nothing was ever more remote from reafon, 
from probability, from fiift. The whole of your 
information in this bufinefs arifes from the evidence 
of Mr. Higginfon given before your Seleft Commit- 
tee, who mentions it as a current r^er/ at Calcutta 
that the opium contraA granted to Mr. Sulivin had 
been by him difpofed of to another. Mr. Higgin- 
fon could not afcertain the ff/ tie repvrt j and 
I have very good grounds for believing it to be falfe. 
After all, the monopoly of opium, and feme other 
monopolies, muji of neceffity fubfifi in fome fliape or 
other, as your new Dire^ors, and new Sub-Direc- 
tors, and new Governor General and Council will 
find — or the trade will go rapidly to ruin, I do not 
indeed pretend to dive into the fyftcm by which the 
D 2 Defpots 
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of the prefent tntt iHtt render chdr ap^ifit^ 
liients a beneHc to the Proprie^ and the PubHc*; 
But I am fore if they tamper with theeftablilhed rou- 
tine of the trade, if they unhinge the buGnefs of the 
ioreftment, and try experiments in the commercial 
)inc> as is the fafhion in tiie poHticai, the Compan3t*s 
threatened infolrency wiJl exceedingly anticipate the 
clofe of their prefent commiffion. 

It \% curvPiPS to ohferve the diflerent grounds 
90 which the prefent bill has been fupported : the 
Right Honourable Secretary admitted that ic was a 
violidon of charter, but pleaded a precedent in the 
ad of 177^, in tkat aW which you at the time fo 
manfully oppofed on the very principle that it was 
a vlobtion. You now take the oppofite line, and 
daqr tins aft (which is a thowfand times more groffly 
&bverliTe of bur rights, than the former was) to be 
aigr TidatGon at aU~Yoa &fien it down to the 
** geoeeoua modelling of charters that bad been 
¥ A^ly forfeited for delinquency” — You fay “ the 
equity of the prefent bill is unparallelled.” And 
you add that the rigi/s and property of the 
** India Company are fate as merchants, but their 
** government is juftly taken from them, as incont* 

*' peteat 

’ See Mr. Burke's fpeeches in die Parliamentary Regifter of 1 7 7 j, 
printed by Aim 
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pbliikk^s.** Fa^aremterl/agaieA you 
it! 43 ie whole of thefe aflertions. The company is 
no longer free $ its rights no longer fubfift, either 
to the merchant, to the proprietor, or the politician. 
This I undertake to prove. The accurfed aft of 
1773 cramped them in ail thefe capacities, and the 
prefent bill rivets their chains. It is the nature and 
eflence of commerce to deal more or lefs upon credit^ 
The merchant who fells upontruft, takes up money 
upon bills. His real capital fupplies him with the 
means to raifc, and authorifes him to ufe a filfitieus 
capital. He borrows money upon the ftrength of 
his dock : and if that ftock be clearly refponfible, 
and if his trade be exteniive, his requiiitions for a 
loan are almoft fure of fuccefs. Former afts have 
deprived the Company of this neceflary refource, of 
this refource which is open to every merchant. The 
Company cannot borrow but of Parliament. Let its 
ftock be ever fo large, let its commerce be evet ib 
fiourifhing, let its affets be ever fo demonftrably 
fatisfaftory, it is not permitted to avail itfelf of any 
or all of thefe advantages* to procure an occaGonal 
fupply of calh. This is the true foundation, Sir, of 
all the Company’s calamiries. The goods in the 
Warchoufcs muft lie unfold, until the ftatcd times of 

ikle 



lA eonttoul wbattoever. It wHl no longer elcd m 
own managers i will be oo longer chofeo from 
Ics own body i they trill* no longer be refponf^le to 
it. Even the nine fiadewt, the make-weights of 
the direftorial oiEce, will be alike indifferent to the 
Proprietors’ cenfu I e and applaule: They are re- 
movable only by their mailers, THE MIGHTY 
SEVEN. The very books of accounts, fo effential 
to the fatisfaftion of the Proprietor, fo neceffary to 
his fecuricy, are no more to be open to his infpec* 
tion. The report of the Company’s property is to 
be made by the Commijfmers, (I cannot bring my- 
fclf to call them DireiiorSf till they have made their 
triumphal entry into Lcadenhall-ftreet) and from 
that report there is no appeal. The fervile Proprie- 
tor may attend at the Quartcily General Court, like 
a ftarved Parifian at the Hoccl-dc-Villc, gaping for 
bis annuity, to hear fuch a.ftatement of the general 
affairs, as his high and mighty Lords the Septemiri 
Ihall be gracioufly pleaied to honour him withal. 
But no queftions— no wbifpering— no rcmonftranccs. 

Such, as we have laid before you, is the Com* 
** pany’s a&ual fituationj here are cur accounts 
according to a<£l of Parliament, and here is your 
** dividend. Pafs your vote of thanks to my Lords 

“ Com- 
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pMR9naili^urfl, 4^ thif 

*f fi^tg tiUikU , A wy gtfffrwf 

mdgiiiiki 4 very pkstfaflt fiaind to the,,ei»,i;? ,of 
39gti|tM)^An 1 But it is at .be&;.A very accurate Bcctch 
«f t}^ fubfla/ipe of wfaat will be uttered ex catbeir4 
at the new General Courts. As the coratnerciid and 
proprietorial rights of t^e Company baye been thus 
xlTentially infringed by former ads of Parliament, 
their political power has been no lefs cautiouHy re> 
itrided. The original Regukting M of 1773 en^ 
joined the Diredors of the Halt India Company to 
communicate to his Majefty’s Secretaries of State, 
all the i<ifoiraation they Ihould receive refpeding the 
politics of India, and all die orders they meant to 
iffue in confequence. The ads of their govern- 
ments, the ftate and management of their revenues, 
their whole fyftein of adminiftraiion at large and in 
detail, have been regularly fubmitted to the infpec- 
tion, and (as may be prefumed from /wff ftngular 
infiattLes of difapprohal'm to particular paragraphs 
in the Company’s propofed letters to Bengal) to 
ibecontioul of his M?jefty’s Minifters, The Court 
ofDiredors can neither have appioved, nor cenfured 
any particular meafure of their fervants ehoadf can 
neither have advifed nor prohibited any plan of policy 

£ or 
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m* aay nft of govomnent frm bme, but iri coofbf- 
tnfty toinitfi'fterlil feottiDeatS) bot with the io^lied ap« 
'probadoniof the cabhiet. It fhould feem thei^4iat we 
muft admit one of die two following proportions j 
l^fber, that his Majelly's Minlfters, in not corref^ing 
the errors, or reforming the phms of the Company’s 
fefvants, as laid before them for examination, were 
no lefi inc6mpeient politicians than the Court of Di- 
reftors} or, that adminiftration, by conceal- 

ing its lights and with-holding its correftions, paved 
the way for its own violent aflumption of the power 
and patronage of India, on a plea of the Company’s 
imbecility. If the Miniftry could fuggcft no better 
mode of adtion than that fubmittcd to them by the 
prelent managers, they are alike inadequate to the truft. 
If their opinions were ftifled, if their advice was 
diflembled, and their right of approbation infidi- 
oufly proftituted to ferve their own ends, they are 
unworthy of //.—You have taken upon you to prove, 
that the India Company have forfeited their charter, 
and therefore that the prefent bill, which is a modi- 
fication, a moitlltng of that charter, is lenient, is ge- 
nereuSi is equitable, beyond parallel, I will nor alk you 
how the charter has been forfeited, becaufe you will 
mn over your black catalogue of rapine, plunder, 

robbery. 
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iahusuois* isjulUct, op^f- 

fioOf 9^ n:ii!Ui^«Mj|Km vihicb'! liuU not join IQiae 

” I 

with ]roo» untii ertdcMe be brought to the bar of 
die flooie. But 1 wifii ta know tobin, at what Jj^e^ 
cifod thwy the charter wai forftitei? If frmtttfly to 
the year 1773, eloquence at diat period was 

thrown away: your abufe of the noble Lord now in 
office for bis famous Regulating Aft, will be deemed 
to have bad so more conneftion with truth than with 
decency:'* your vociferous exclamations againft the 
vielatieno/ all chartered rights in generaJi asinQludcd 
in the violation of this one charter qf the Company, 
were not only daring and intemperace, but fal/e» 
f(,andalouSi and feStms : your defence of the Com- 
pany’s fervants of that day^ your pamphlets, your 
fpeeches in their behalf, and in that of the great 
body they ferved, were mere convenient, catch-penny 
c intrivances, infidious baits to hook in popularity. 

Regulaiiofd* you could then difeover to bef " injuf- 
Ctei' and “ reform’ “ relbery” Have words altered 
their quality, has negation taken the place of alTer- 
tion, Gnce that memorable aera ? — I much fufpeft it. 
^If you date the Company’s forfeiture of their charter 

* See Mr. Burke'i fpeeches in ihe year 1773, on the India 
Regulating A£l— Fubifited by Alnion. 
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fui/tfuent^ ttfVfie yftr ifT^, Jbr wlmt j^urpiSfe'^ 
ydu get back ' int6 the ^al 9 df^di^ fitiH 
ttient ih i^a, and to nf lUahabad ? £v«ry 

thing, upon yw oton primpfot, wa right and jaA 
ind legal up to that yeai*.* ** It was ntuffity, not 
** (beiett that had involved the Eaft-lodia Company 
** irt war " — ** They bore their 6wrt expeoces, lat 
they mqutreifor the fiafe" (i. e. the prefent Miniftrjr g 
and that part of your fentence has the merit of proi 
phccy:) you cannot however deny, that the power 
Af coR^nnil -over all the politics of the Company’s 
territories abroad has virtually refted with his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifters ever fince 1773: fo thatA&ry feem 
implicated in all the caufes of forfeiture from thence 
up to the prefent day. Sut as a happy knack of re- 
conciling inconfiftcnt affertions may be one indifpen- 
fable quahdcBCion to a minifrerial appointment, 1 will 
admit the doftrine of necefSty, in palliation of your 
palpable felf-contradidlions : wilhing at the lame 
time that they had been confined to objefts of lefs 
national magnitude. In your allulion to the Bank, you 
Hand, I think, alone, at leall on the miniilerial fide of 
the Houfe. Mucli has, no doubt, been faid and felt 
without doors refpedling the danger to which the char- 
ter of that foulef theJlatovioMlA be expofed, if the pre- 
fent bill ll^ould afford fo glaring a precedent for its vio- 
* Smlih' Burke's ryee^hes m 1783 — Fubltihed by Almon. 

lacion. 
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kilbo*^ biit your teppy of {kicditg iqu^Hoo » 

fofikndei^ottVtMoriM toolmaU Wapjprt* 
kelsons. ** If th« GoveroOTK (fay* Woo(Mall for you) 
** if iiho c)«k!^ or other (itrvinits of the Bank, bad mif' 
** applied the public money, if they had abufed the 
'* trail: repoTed in them, if they had aknoft brought 
*• thfe nation to ruin, vrould it be unjuft to ufe legtf- 
** htive interference for the public protoftioo No 
Airely ; but then you (hoold fttft bring evidence of 
this nnlfapplication and breach of truft to the bar of 
the Houfe: you ftiould prove not only that the 
Bank had done wrong, but that it had poffeiTed 
within itfdf the means of doing right ; you fliould 
prove that its a£ts had been all its om, and not 
liable to revifion, to reformation, or fuppreilion, by 
any fuperior authority you (hould prove the fail 
both of the Bank’s milbehaviour, and of the injury 
fuflained by the public j you (hould prove that your 
legidatiire interference in behalf of the public would 
more than counterbalance the damage that would 
refult to public credit by that very interference. 
Now, Sir, permit me the indulgence of a queftion i 
itftiall be as Ihort as your’s. If the rioters in 1780 
had fucceeded in their attack on the Bank ; if io 
fpite of all rcfiftancc made by the Diredors, a mob 
had broken in and carried olf two or three milli 
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is hard caflr, ivould (he xhoiequeAt diftre^ltd lh*K 
hodf hsvc joftified the kgidatine la viobdog or 
ilkiiuyiiog its charter ? Such li cxaAl^ the diftreb of 
the Eaft-India Company, ariling priocipally fro» 
the loilies of trade and b«ivy czpences incidental to 
the late oationai war. it wants nothing but a little 
ready money, which the legiOature will not Ailer it 
to raifc upon its own credit ; it is, therefore, by this 
cruel ad, laid at the cnercy of Parliament, and 
Parliament now ufes its power, acquired by a for« 
mer ftretch of power, in meji unmerciful^ abridging 
the rights of the Proprietors, and new model* 
ling (that is, annulling) the charter.—^— I ant 
within bounds when I hint at tbe damage which will 
refult to public credit by this bill. Damage has 
reiulted. India ftock has fallen twenty per 
cent : Bank ftock (the moil folid and the moil un- 
Buduating of all our funds) four per cent — the three 
percents above two. Is not this a clear lofs to the 
whole monied interell of the nation ? a lofs, which 
you can never make up from tbe revenues of India. 
1 repeat what I have faid in another piace«-that tbe 
produce of our territorial acquiiitions in Aita can 
never be realiaed here but through tbe medium of 
the India trade. Until you can import more goods;, 

and 
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vA^Jkrt IlMr m ^untry geotle- 

iiiie'<iiiy'ga)M' fbr «. likcreaie ^ faMd'CBx, and 
traders imy peudon for a recal of the ftimps, 
but you will not be able to alieriate in the fmajicft 
degree the burthen of either. It is demonftrable, 
that the Company already impon as much mercbaii* 
di^ as they can poffibly difpofe of ;• and that if mote 
were brought to market, their price would fo excee- 
dingly diminiih, as not only to abforb all the profits 
of the trade, but aven the capital. Twenty a&s upon 
the prefent plan will neither fo much benefit the Pro- 
prietors nor the public, as one which would iecifively 
Mdeffeilualiy eradicate the pradice of ftnuggling. 
In the article of tea only, the Company is fatd to 
^ defrauded of 1,000,000 per annum. Here is a 
fubjed for the difplay of patriotifm, for the exercife 
of talents. Prevent this fraudulent occupation, and 
you will then have done fomcwbat -towards dcferving 
the wonderful falaries which yourfelf and your n- 
latiuns enjoy from the public purle. 

You have been plealH to confider the oppofition 
which has been made to the propofed India bill, as 
proceeding rather, from an eager defire to ovcrfet the 
prefent Miniftry, than from a conviftion of the vio- 
lence 
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ksoe^f tlic meoftire*, eSad that 

you, n tap^ ** no mmn, 

** However oojoftiHable, no however w^reoe- 
dented,^ have been fcntplcd to be praftifed} or 
*' kf( untried.’' 1 mqfl; humbly conceive^ Rigliu: bo- 
jHOttrabk Sir^ that'ic is very po/fible to oppofe a-mi* 
nifijerial bill in Pariiatnent upon principk* upon 
confciencct upon convidijoo : that it is very decent, 
perfectly and by no means Hnprtctientei^ 

to prefent an aaomt at the bar, when a matter of 
account is to be argued: and that thnfe perfonswho 
think their fortunes or privileges endangered by the 
operadon of a new bill, are at liberty to publilh 
their thoughts upon the fubjeft, pending the difeuf- 
fion of the bill in either houfe. Unjuftijiable ma^St 
and uttfrecedenUd aRs, I take to befuch as the fol- 
bmiingi an iniidious advertifement promifing looo 
guineas for a writer’s place at Bengal — The offer 
of rod. for difeovery of the writer of an incendiary 
letter, which rooft affurcdly was never written— 
The induffrious circulation of idle and groundlefs 
ffories of the Governor Geoeral’s death, of his being 
crowned king of Bengal, or of his having involved 
the nation in a new war— An cxclulion of impar- 
tial (or if you will, anti-niiBiilerial) difeuiffons on 

fubjfts 
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oC nttional unpmtance; from the daily pa* 
|>er8, bjr money. By whom, dnd for Hrhat purpofir, 
fuch a^ have been applied (and the fads ailudedv 
to arc of the moft open and barefaced notoriety) it 
becomes not me to cbnjefture *, but I will whifper ih 
your ear, that they do not come from the oppofers of 
the bill. 

As it is perfcdly underftood, Sir, by the public^ 
that in the preient addreis 1 am not guilty of an un> 
tiecedary, voluntary^ or officious prefumption, that 
I ho* write merely in conformity to the known func- 
tions bf my miffion, and /rM no prfittal motive 
labatever, I cannot lay down my pen without advert- 
ing to a few circumftantes, which, though not imme- 
diately contained in the /pefch I have juft done my- 
felf the honour to difeufs, are yet intimately eon- 
neded with the fubjcct before us, are of the ut- 
moft confequence to my Prmipalf and ate generally 
allowed to pmeed from you, A moment’s refledion 
will inform you that I allude to the eUventb Report 
from the SekH Committee. So criminatory a perfor- 
mance, fo artfully interwoven with hints of myfteri- 
ous concealment, with itifiouations of guarded cor- 
ruption, 'with mutilated exirafls, and partial deduc- 

F tions, 



t 3 * ] 

tions, bal I bc1ievc» been irequendf espolbdio 
public notice. Ic Is not without concern, Sir, that 
I have peruied this fingular predudion, becaufe, as 
you pointedly ftate in the work itfelf, ** Ajfr. Scptf 
^ iOttnfiruBed mptn ahnofi 

t I* * 

** tverypart «/ the /ubjeB** I nenii^ain aSlure you 
ia the moft folemn manner, that I have never re« 
ceived the fm'alteft inftrudion upon the tranfadions 
alluded to in your Eleventh Report, and that this 
total filence of Mr. Hailtngs to me on the feverali 
articles there exhibited, conveys to my mind an irre> 
liftible convidion of his perfed moooence. As you 
have obligingly recorded my keepad^ to defend nay 
i’rincipal on points where he never expeded an at* 
tack, it would have been worthy of Mr. Burke’s 
^ 0 ze>» bummty to have fumilhed the public with at 
all thofe (lender documents that do MfiA to 
have generoufly afllfted my incapacity by the com* 
munication of thofe lights which enabled him Ui fee 
his way fo eleariy through the mill of the prefent 
buliners, to have fubtijhei the Appen^x together with 
the Report, At fuch a critical moment to with-hold 
fo confiderable and fo necelTary a part of the evi. 
6ehce, for twelve days already^ and 1 know not how 
muth longer the delay may endure, would in any 

othyr 
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otkr a^a Inre b«ea‘ inlftHeile, Ml 

Of drcimabacef tb teiyfiMrfr avraiig^ 
fa pardaMy ir*ke4 nft ind fo lic. 

played, men can hardly have the ohaaeedflam* 
ii^ tlibenli, caodid, and favounhle opiiupn: that 

Ihey ice ^ ^ ^ 

tunately gbfcuie, as ta he incapable of fatisfa^og^ 
explanation in their prefefit ftate, I readily a^aoii^ 
Jedg^ and! have already acknowledge « *0 yoar 
Committee i but it is now incumbent on me tp an- 
nounce, wbat in jufike you ei^bt to hatie an- 
Bounced in tie Rifortf that Mr, Hillings has in- 
formed the Court of Direftors of his readinels 
to anfwcr all queftions lefpcftittg his reedpt and 
difpofal of prefrati “ upon bis honour and s^en bis 
oath” It will be too latt to read this fix months 
hence in your Appendix ; your turn will have been 
laingfcrved, and the prqodice you intended to raife 
will have had full time to operate. But fucb con- 
cerns of the Governor Gaieral as relate to money, 
are out of my department j I can only declare upon 
my confcience and before God, that 1 know his for* 
tone in England to be quite incompetent to his rank 
in life, that I never knew him to have expend^ a 
IWlling in the purchafe of any corrupt influence ei- 
ther 
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Ittre dr abroad—^ no grounds have eynf 
traced OB which to found a plaufible fufpicioa 
oT’any fbch tnuila£i;ion> and that 1 will ftakc my life 
«fK» his integrity. 

J (hall now» Sir« take my leave, with ][)rofoUnd 
idcnowledgements for the very poUjUand liberal mau- 
ler in which you were pleafed yefierday to turn me 
out of that mod humane, impartial, juft, and free 
aliembly, ikt Selelt Comuttee. My intrusion pro- 
ceeded from the miftaken notion that Tour's was m 
afen Committee. 

I am, with all xelpe^l. 

Right Honourable Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

JOHN SCOTT, 

lOMDOK, 

December 6, 1783. 
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Tft Titt 

^ EDITION* 


^ H E oontiFottl wkkh the Supreme Cot!ii« 
cU of Bengal holds over the other Prefideii4 
cies, makes the memb^ of that OoVertlment 
in fome meafure refponfible for the peace of 
India. It will 'appear very clearly, upon en* 
quiry^ that the Governor General and Coun^ 
cil exerted therhfelves to the extent of the 
powers veiled in them by the Legiflature, to 
avert thofe misfortunes which have been ex- 
perienced upon the coaft of Coromandel ; but 
that a war with a country power (hould have 
been commenced with fdch.cireumftances 
difgrace to our arms^ was not apprehended, f 
will venture to foy» either by the Supitmn 
Council or by^any man in India* 
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|wiiil -We been taken in India^ and 
fam^ efibrty wUi^oubtkfs be .^ifed jfi 
England/ to attnbine di^ery ndfortuiMte event 
upon the coaft, to the Mahratta war ; which, 
by fome in Bengal, and by moil; of the gen- 
tlemen in Madras, has bdeh denominated Mr. 
Haifings’s war. The Court of DiieiSlors, 
who, perfectly acquainted the circum* 
ftances which led to the war, highly ap- 
proved^ of the conduft which the Governor 
General took in it, will, doubtlefs, do him 
the juftice to contradid this aflertion. 

In the following iketch I mean to refate 
the events which led to a war which, from 
the year 1778, uniformly fuccefsfui on our 
party muft have produced an honourable and 
advantageous peace many months ago, if the 
invafion of the Carnatic,- the deftrudion of 
a third part of our army, and the expedation 
pf a French armament, had not given frefh 
fpirits to a vanquiQied enemy. 

Upon other articles the condud of the 
Govtmoc General has been grolfly mifrepre- 
fented * it may not therefore be unacceptabls 
to his friends, to relate, as co.icifely as the 
importance of the fubjed will admit, the 

prin- 



Bengal, 

riof} ^ 'Ws arrival in Fe^ary, f ^7#,jiCa 'ibe < 
day of mf departure from Bengal f th lol' 
January, i 7 :S<; fiid premHing that } will 
not advance a iingle fad which 1 cannot 
prove, "either from my own knowledge or 
from authentic documents now in my pof« 
feflion. 

No man has more feverely fiiSered from 
nnjiiA and illiberal infinuations than Mr. 
Hafiings; nor has any man Itfs deferved 
them ; fince, even in his* own juftification, 
he has carefully avoided all perlonal reflec- 
tion'?. It is much to be lamented, that the 
public has lu Acred as well as Mr. Hafiings, 
by the itnpreliion which fuch iniinitations 
(Id at the time nwke upon the Court of 
Hiredors; for to what other caufc can it 
be owing, that, for fo many years, they 
with -held their confidence from a man they 
once thought fo worthy of it ? Conlcious of 
the reditude of hii own adions, he has 
been too little felicitous to ftem that tor- 
rent of calumny and abufe which his oppo- 
nents have fo liberally ix flowed upon him. 
It is now high time to refute tbele calum- 
nies. 1 do not hefitate to declare, nor am I 

appre- 
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of committing myfdf too far 
by foeb a declaration, that to tender otir pof- 
feOioii of Bengal of cenfeqoence to the Bri« 
tifii nation, Mr. Haftings muft be fuppotted, 
and with effefl, both by Government and the 
Eaft-India Company, The event will prove 
that my judgment has not been warped by 
my private affedtioiM. 


Feixoaky, 

1782. 


JOHN SCOTT, 


PREFACE 
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SECOND EDiTlOJf, 


I N the prefent very critical and important 
fituation of the affairs of the Eaft*lndia Com* 
pany, a re-pubhcatiott of the following Nar« 
rativet which has long ago been out of print, 
may perhaps not be unacceptable to the 
Public, as I have ftudioufly ccmfined myfelf 
to a relation of fucb fads at are of public no« 
toriety, or are capable of complete proof 
from the records at the India Houfe, It haa 
been, of late, too much the fafliion to miffn* 
prefcnt the condud of our countrymen in In^ 
dia, and to affert that Bengal is going faft to 
decay. 1 confci' ntioully believe that the, 
merits of the Governor General, and fan 
Council, ffom the commencement of the war 
Ui the Carnatic, to the date the laft dif* 
pat^bea ffem India, will fecure to them libe 
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of tb^ candt^ and 'jdifpaflimate 
W nankind, wlien the preju^ces v^icb have 
$aen indufiriouily raiied by artful and deiign- 
men ihall ceflftf jjlo '^|!l|^ate : — and from 
#vcry obfcrvation 1 was capable of making 
in the ir^fe |y|itrl',rebden(;e in 

Bengal, I am convinced that that country 
Iws.vcry confiderably incrcaled in population 
imd manufa(Slurc§,, frq^n the year 1767 to 
jySi, although a famine in 1770 Iwept away 
« third of its inhabitants. Since that period 
Company has been^uivolred in a very h&. 
zardous and expensive war^ and for a confi* 
derable time our army in the Carnatic was 
as well as paid from Bengal. The aito^ 
fO^uig refources of that country, and the 
‘abilities qf tj)g men who haye.gf)\Krned it, am 
generally known and ^acknowledged ; 
«nd however the calatnilLs of war may have 
defatted the C.itnatic, it is. certain that at 
»o pcimd has Bengal enjoyed a greater degnte 
i>f iuternal profpenty than during the govern- 
of Mr. IJaftings. The Narrative is uow^ 
ctjptinucd to the period of the lateU accounts 
,Tve have received from India, 

JOHN SCOTT. 

^S.j.,4, 1784. 

A NARRATIvd, 
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TRANSACTIONS 

1 K 

BENGAL. 


Mr . Haftings was appointed by the Court of 
Diredors to fuccced to the Government of Bengal, in 
the month of April, 1772, immediately after the 
great famine. They were alfo pleafed to invcft him 
with fomc extraordinary powers, not heretofore vett- 
ed in a Governor, from a conviftion, that if their 
affairs there were yet retrievable, Mr. Haftings, 
(whofe perfcverance, firmnefs, and integrity, both 
in Bengal and Madras had been remarkably con- 
fptcuous,) was the moft proper perfon tO be em- 
ployed in fo arduous an undertaking. It is well 
known that the Government of Bengal was from 
various caufes at this time reduced to the greatett 
diftrefs. The late Governor, though a moft amiable 
and rclpcftablc charader, pofleffed neither the vigour 

B or 
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or .lelblimoji. which his public i^ulred; sui^d 

’Members of his Council fubmittted to the con- 
tinilance of evils which <hey wanted either the 
|>ower or the inclination to reform. The Company's 
annual expences'in Bengal Confijlerably exceeded 
thetr revenues ; and although bills had been drawn 
upon the Court of Dire^rs for more than a mil- 
lion fterling in 1770, there ftill remained a bond debt 
of a million and a half fierling, due to individualf 
in Bengal. There was a profpeft alfo of this bond 
debt being monthly increafed to the degree, that the 
czpences and the mveftment exceeded the aftual re- 
venues of the provinces. 

So fupine a Government mud have funk of itfclf 
in a few years. That this was the real ftate of pub- 
lic affairs at Bengal, when Mr, Haftmgs ai rived 
there, is known to every man at that time in India. 
In April 177a, lie fucceeded to the chair, and, ar- 
duous as the tafle of leformation is in all countries, 
but more particularly in Bengal, he inftantly began 
upon it. The exceflivc civil charges in Calcutta 
were retrenched, unneceflary appointments were abo- 
lifhed, and that fpirit of extravagance and diffipa- 
tion which had pervaded all orders of men, was fop- 
prefled, both by precept and example. 

Nothwithftanding oppofition from many indivi- 
duals, Mr. Haflings Readily purfued his plan of re- 
formation, TCgardlefs of the perfonal obloquy which 
attended it, and in lefs than a month from his «c- 
cciTion to the chair, the face of affairs was totally 

altered. 
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altered. Every refolutioB of Governtaent was car- 
ried into efFed afith a proniptitudB atid fpirit which 
did honour to its executive members. ' 

The Court of Diredtors at this time determined 
to (land forth themfelvcs as Dewans of the proving 
ces, through the agency of their own fervants ; and 
Mr. Haftings loft no t|me in carrying orders fo b(^ 
aeficial to the Company into execution/ He pro^ 
ceeded to Moorihedabad, the refidence of the Nabob 
and the native officers of the Government, attended 
by three Members of the Board, with an intention 
to invedigate the ftatc of the revenues, to reduce 
the charges incurred in the collei^ion of them^ 
and toeftablifli provincial Courts of Jufticc, which 
might prevent thofe afts of oppreffion and arbitrary 
power that had hitherto been fo much complain- 
ed of. ' 

Unfortunately for the Company in this, as in 
many other inftances, Mr. Haftings had not the 
power to carry his whole plan into execution ; but 
thofe regulations which he did eftablilh will ever 
remain as the ftrongeft proofs of the extent of his 
genius, and of the laborious attention he paid to 
every point which could in the leaft degree contri- 
bute to fecure the natives of Bengal in the ^ofteffioa 
of their property. 


" It was at this period, that Munv Begum w as appointed the 
guardun of the young Nabob, and the Court of D'reftors, at foott 
«s they litarJ of the appointment, expiifftd then approbation of it 
tn vciy waim teims. 
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Tbf &me uaremitting attention wi$ ^aid to 
public buiinefS} on his return to Calcutta} and the 
Court of Dire&ors were vary early in thdr ackoow* 
kdgements of Mr. Haftings's ferviccs, and of the 
bene&ta which were derived from them. 

At the clofe of the year 1772, a new feene was 
opened in Bengal. To the Ipiritcd and decided part 
' yhich Mr. Haftings then took in foreign politics, 
ore the Company and the Britifli nation indebted 
for the dominions and the eatenfive inducnce which 
they now enjoy in Indoftan. To fet this matter in 
Its true point of view, and not with a delign to re> 
Beft upon the political comlud of any perfon, it is 
necelTary to revert to the period of Lord Clive’s go> 
vernmenc. 

The Eaft-India Company’s affairs were fo tho- 
roughly in'vcftigated by a Committee of the Houfe 
pf Commons in 1772, whofe proceedings have fince 
been made public, that it is necdlefs to relate the 
fteps by which we have arrived at our prefent 
power in India. The Company’s agents in Ben* 
gal were inolfenfive and reputable merchants when 
they were Attacked without provocation, by that 
mod defpicable of tyrants, Surajah Dowlah, the 
grandfon of an ufurper: They were at firft driven 
from their poiTeilions, but had afterwards the good 
fortune to fee their perfecutor vanquilhed and de- 
pofed: His fuccedbr, Meer JafEer, who owed his 
promotion entirely to us, beheld the increafe of 
our power with a jealous eye, and concerted a" 
fcheme with the Dutch for our deftruftion. The 

Brmnefs 
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firmivls Cokwl Qiw ^hfetted the pecftft, nA 
IB the fucceedbg Goreromeot it was necefiary ta 
depofe the Nabpb. A chain of well-known events 
brought oo a war with the fucceflbr» and his icdor 
ration. In one campa^, CoiBm Ally was driven 
from the provinces. Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of Oude 
and Vizier, unprovoked by us, invaded Bahar; 
he was defeated, and had thrown himfclf upon our 
mercy at the time that Lord Clive xeturned to 
Bengal in 1765 ; his Lordihip didated his own 
terms to the King, Sujah Dowlah, and the young 
Nabob of Bengal We had certainly a right to 
retain the podedion of countries which we had con*> 
quered in a juft and neceflkry war, aiwl Lord Clive 
undoubtedly gave the Princes of Indoftan a con- 
fpicuous proof of his moderation, when he only 
required fifty lacks of rupees from the Vizier as 
a compenfation for the reftoration of his country, 
and the ccfllon of Benares. 

By the treaty which his Lordihip concluded with 
the King, he guaranteed to him the poirelfion of 
the provinces of Corah and Allahabad, aud engaged 
to pay him twenty-fix lacks of rupees annually from 
the provinces of Bengal. Perhaps all the objec- 
tions to fo fatal a drain of fpecie from Bengal 
did not then occur to his Lordihip, or Patna or 
Monghier would have been fixed upon as the place 
of his Majefty's reftdence. In this cafe, the evils 
which have fince befallen the unhappy monarch 
would have been prevented, and our provinces con- 
fiderably benefited, by having the amount of the 
tribute annually circulated in them. Still the con- 
dition 
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drnoir impUed in the treaty was undoubtedly;' tfad 
his Majefty ihould re^ uader«ur iminediace pro* 
cedbion at Allahabad^ which he quitted in June, 
J771, at the inAigation of the Marattas, who had 
engaged to ronduf): him to Dclhy; a projtd this 
prince had much at heart* ‘ 

By leaving Allahabad, he quitted our protec- 
tion i and Mr. HaAings, who arrived in Bengal 
early in the next yiar, very juftly concluded, that 
the firA ufe which the Marattas w'ould make of 
their royal gucA, would be to extort from him 
the provinces of Corah and Allahabad. He had 
authentic intelligence foon after, that grants of the/c 
provinces were aAually made to them and figned 
by the King •, and if his MajeAy’s commands were 
at all events to be obeyed, we might be required 
in another year to evacuate Bengal. The danger 
that was to be appuhended from having the Ma- 
rattas (not at thac time broken by intcAine di- 
vifions) fo near us was early forefcen, and wifely 
guarded againA by an alliance with Sujah Dowlah, 
which being Com iuded on the firm bafis of mutual 
intereA, was in no danger of being violated. 

It is well known that this Prince had been con- 
fidtred uS a difaffeiAcd Aliy during the govern- 
ments of Mr. VerelA and Mr. Cartier. By his 
condutt in 1768 he had fo far excited the fuf- 
picions of a majoiity of the Selcdt Committee, 
that they deputed • two of their members, and a 
gentleman of the Council, to expoAulate and to treat 

* General Ruluid Smith, Mr. Caiucr, and Mr, RuITiU. 

with 
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with him. ta Mr. Hafting&’a admlnlilration he be- 
came a moft ufeful and valuable, ally. 

When Mr. Haftings fucceeded to the Government, 
the province of Bengal had been nearly exhauAed 
of its circulating fpecie, by the annual tribute of 
twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the King, by the re- 
mittances in filver to China, t(^ Madras, to Bom- 
bay, and to Europe *, not a rupee of which ever 
returned again ; by the total ftop which was put 
to the importation of bullion from Europe, 
in confequence of the great increafe of our 
own inveftment, and the fupplies which were af- 
forded to foreign companies, by the fervants of 
the Company, who had no other means of re- 
mitting their fortunes to Europe ; the fatal cf- 
fe£ts of which Mr. Verelft had forefeen, and re- 
prefented very fully to the Dirc(5lors in a fcrics 
of letters which do great honour to his abilities 
and forefight. 

The regulations which were framed by Mr. 
Haftings on his accelTion to the chair, although 
they immediately contributed to the happinefs of 
the natives, and would in time prove highly bene- 
ficial to the Company, were no: efficacious to re- 
lieve their prefent wants. The diftrefs of the Di- 
reftors for cafh at home was very great ; they 
had been obliged to have rccourfe to Parliament 
for afllftance, in confequence of the large drafts 
which had been made upon them from Bengal. 
Their chief depenclance was upon Mr. Haftings 
to extricatp the Company from their difiicultLe<!, 
both in Europe and in Afia. Their confidence 

was 
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was not mifplaced, and their mod fanguine ex<* 
pcAadons were fully anfwcred. foreign trade was 
encowi^d to a greater degree than had before 
been known*, and a new commerce, by the way 
of Suez, was opened in confequence of the en- 
eouragemenc given to it by Mr. Haftings, which 
promifcd a relief the languid circulation in Ben- 
gal, opened a quick communication with Great 
Britain, and has dnce been of the mod elTcntial 
advantage to us. Duducks were abolilbed in the 
provinces, and every fpccies of undue influence 
fupprelled as far as the authority of Government 
could fupprefs ir. 

The King, as I before obferveJ, having ceded 
Corah and Allahabad to the Marattas, it became 
a queftion, whether we fiiould tamely permit them 
to take pofleffion of thofe provinces with the prof- 
pc£l of Bengal being invaded the following year, 
or inftantly fccurc them. The latter refolution was 
uken, and a member of the Council was deputed 
to form an exaft ftatement of their revenues in 
May, 1773. The King was at this time a prifoncr 
at large at Dehly, flighted and defpifed by the Ma- 
rattas, who propofed to invade the dominions of Sujah 
Dowlah, by the route of Robilcund. To prevent 
this invaflon, the firft brigade, confifting of one re- 
giment of Europeans, fix battalions of Seapoys, 
and twenty pieces of cannon, had formed a junftion 

* Ib 1773, Mr. Haftings deputed Mr. George Bo^k to Thibet. 
He was very hofpitably riteivcd by the Grand Lama, wheic he re- 
lided above a year * a communication has fince been kept up between 
the two countries, which is highly advaatageotti to Bengal, and 
proDMles to be ftill more lb in future. 

with 
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with the troops of Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas, 
and were advancing towards the banks of the Gan* 
ges, bjr forced marches. The Marattas* who had 
forded chat river, recrof&d It with precipitation, as 
we advanced, were purfued, and prevented from 
doing any other damage than the plundering and 
burning a few inconfiderable vilfages in Rohilcund. 
When the approach of the rains fwelled the Ganges, 
our troops returned to Oude. This expedition laid 
the foundation of the Rohilla war, of which I lhall 
fpeak more fully hereafter. 

Sujah Dowlah had repeatedly and earneftly fo* 
licited a perfonal conference with Mr. Haftings, to 
which he confented, and met him at Benares, in 
September, 1773, ^ months after we had taken 
poflclBon of Corah and Allahabad. 

It was at this time that Mr. Haftings conclu- 
ded the treaty of Benares, which in its confequen- 
ccs was fo extremely beneficial to the £aft India 
Company. 

The principal articles were the ceflion of Corah 
and Allahabad to the Vizier, the increafe of the 
fubiidy, and our engagement to aftlft him m the con- 
queft of Rohilcund. 

The nominal revenues of Corah and Allahabad 
were twenty-five lacks of rupees per annum; 
but the adual colledtions fell greatly ftiort of this 
fum : nor could any collections be made without the 
aftiftance of a ftrong military force. Several dif- 
affeCted Zemindars were to be reduced j and thefc 
provinces were feparated from our other pofteflions 
by the Zemindary of Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benares, 
C at 
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fUL- that a tnhiitarf to Svgib Dowlah.' Mr. 
Haftinga, afw the maturcft reflexion, confented to 
cede thefe countries to Sujah Dowlah, in confidera* 
tion of his paying fifty lacks of rupees to the Const 
pany. ’ This article of the treaty was highly appro- 
ved of by the Court of Dircftors. 

We were bound *by Lord Clive’s treaty with the 
yizier to affift him with a military force, and he was 
to pay thirty ihoufand rupees' a month for a com- 
plete brigade ; which was fuppofed to be eqmvalent 
to the additional expence incurred in the field, 
though it was in fifi: very inadequate to it. Mr. 
Haftings thoughr, and with jufiice, that Sujah 
Dowlah fhould pay the whole expence of an army 
afting at his requifittoii, or a I'um equivalent to if. 
This he confented to, and it was fixed at tW'O lacks 
and ten thoufaisd rupees a montb.t- This alteration 
was warmly approved by the £Hfedtors. 

, The articles by winch the Company were engaged 
to affift the Viaier in the conqueft of Rohilcund, 
iKSWever feverciy attacked both in Bengal and in 
England, may certainly be defended on the ftrideft 
grounds of policy and juftice. 

The RohillasX were a tribe of Afghan Tartars, 
svbo about twenty-fix years before this time in- 
vaded and conquered a large and fertile traft of 
country lying to the eafiward of the Ganges, boun- 
ded 

* 300ot. t ai,oool. 

^ Dow's HiHory of the Decline of the Mogul Empire, publilked 
in 176S, p. 37, gives this account of the Rohillas; “ In the year 
1744, All Mahummud, a Patan of the Rohdla tribe, a ibldtcr of 
fortune, and native of tlie movuuains of Cabaliftan, begun to appear 
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dcd on ofte'fide by the north-eaft frontier of Oudc, 
and on the other by what are tailed the Cachtnere- 
hilU, which are a continuation of thofe mountains 
that feparate Benga,! from Thibet. Some of the 
original invaders of this country are yet living. 
The fixed inhabitants are Hindoos. The Tlohillas 
are Mu/Tulmen and foldicrs to a man. The reve- 
nues were regularly collefted and divided amongft 
the different chiefs, of whom the molt confiderablc 
were Fyzula Cawn and Haffez Hamet. The Vizier 
had long beheld, with great mortification, the fet- 
tlement of the Rohillas in a dift'ift which had for- 
merly been dependant upon Oudc; but as our 


in arms. He had fome yean bafore come to Dehly, and was enter- 
tained in the fcrnce of Mahuromud Shaw, ind the command of a 
fmali diftiifl between Dehly and Lahoie was confeired upon him , 
here he entertained all vagrants of his own clan, Mho came down 
in quell of military fervice from their native mountains , not paying 
his rent, Hetnind, the Fvgedar, te whom he was accountable, 
railed 15C00 men to expel or ebaftife him , he was defeated with 
^reat (laughter, and thus Ah laid the foundation of the Rohilla 
government. Upon this defeat, the Vizier fent 30,000 men under 
his fen (tgainft the rebels. Each Tide averfe to a dicifion by battle, 
a treaty Was concluded, whereby All was to keep the country before 
governed by Hirnind, upon paying the ancient revenues to the 
Crown : no payment was made, and All continued to ftrengthen 
himfelf, and ravaged the neighbouring country to fubfift ins army : 
at lift the monarch himfelf was obliged to take the field. All Qiut 
himfelf up in Bangur, svheic he was obliged to capitulate. He was 
carried a prifoner tO Dehly, where he remained fix months , at the 
end of which the Pataos not only obtained him his rcleafc, but the 
Feugedarfliip of Sirhind. There be maintained himfelf, and col- 
lefiing his difperfed tribes, kept poflelfion not only of Sirhmd, but 
ieveral difliifli between the rivers, and beyond the Ganges, without 
remitting one rupee to court.” This happened in 1747. 

C 2 Govern- 
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Qdvermnent had eoteitained fo ftroi^ t jealoufy of 
his powei^ previous to Mr, Hafiings's acceffioo, and 
had hepc up a correfpondeace with the Rdiillas, he 
had bttn prevented from fuhduing them ; and it is 
alfo probable that he did not think himlelf equal to 
the CMiqueft of the country without our adaftance. 

A bare inlpeffion of the map will prove of how 
much confequence it was, that the power in poflef* 
fion^of Rotulcund (hould be in a firiA alliance 
with us. 

The foil Is fo fertile, that an army of Marattas 
might fubfiA in it for any length of time. It is 
full of ftrong forts for the fecurity of plunder ; and 
from hence, in the courfe of one feafon, their rava- 
ges might have been extended through the dominions 
of the Vizier into Bengal. When, therefore, the 
Marattas were mailers of the King’s perfon and of 
Pehly, and threatened to invade the country of an 
ally, whom by treaty, and from policy we were 
bound to defend, it was abfolutely neceiTary cither 
TO conclude a defenfive alliance with the Robillas, 
or to take polleflion of their country. 

Many fmall ftates in Europe have been prectfely 
in the liune fituation* It was impomb)e that they 
could remain neuter in our approaching rupture 
Y^ith the Marattas ; and they concluded an altiante 
with the Vizier and the Company, by which we 
engaged to prated): theif country from the ravages 
of the Marattas ; they on their part were to join 
us with their forces, and at the conclufion of the 
campaign to pay forty lacks of rupees, as their pro- 
portion of the cxpences of thp war. 


The 
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The Meraasu,.* m 1 befoce ol^ed4 dUl mtit 
Roh}icund» but we arrived ib opportuivEljr, that 
they were obliged to retreat vciy precipitately. The 
Hohillas, as we advanced^ peieeaptorily tefv&d to 
join ua» and it was propoied to ftorjp cbeir camps 
which they prevented, by fentiiog a juodiioa 
we were upon the point oC carrying this defign into 
execution.* 

On the return of oar troops lo.Oude, the Vizier 
demanded the ftipulated payment of forty laclc^ 
which at drft was evaded, and afterwards abfoluttly 
refufed. ’ 

Such was the date of this buQneTs when Mr. 
Haftings met the Vizier at Benares. 

That the Rohiilas would dread the Vizier’s re* 
fentmeor, for this breach of faith cannot be doubt- 
ed } and that, to guard chemfelves againd the ededs 
of it, they would apply to the Marattas for aflift- 
ance was highly probable. In truth they did nego- 
date with them. I need not mention the many 
fatal CQnfequences with which fuch an alliance would 
have been attended. Succels in the Eobilla war ex- 
tended and fecured the frtHitler of an ally ; and it 
was founded on their breach of a treaty, to which wc 
were guarantees, and their alliance with his enemies. 

The advantages which the Ead-India, Company 
were to reap from the war, were great indeed : Our 
exhaufted provinces were to be relieved from the pay 


* It wat at d)ia time that Sir Robert Barker desoniijiated the Ro. 
^ellai thf moft faitiiieft and treacherous of men, and piopol^ that 
ws fiiottld pat the Vuier in poSeffion of their country. 


of 
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pm of <otir >rmy during die fervJce ; 
4Bhi VC were to receive fifty leeks of rupees m’ tiie 
xsonclufitK) of if. ■ 

iTise denger apprehended from an increaft of the 
iVszttf'S’po^er «vas merely ideal, is the ev^t has 
ftitlf |)fi9ved. Mr. Haftitigs, «ho had ftudied his 
dharnfher, knew it perfei^ly well ^ but the gentlemen 
at home, who had for a long time been’alarmed by 
•ecounts of the dan^erm amiitm and high fpirit of 
^ttjah Dowlab) deemed every addition which we 
ipiigbc make to his power a meafure founded upon 
motig policy fortunately, however, for the Com- 
pany and the Bririfo nation, the man who managed 
their political affairs in Bengal, clearly forefaw, and 
(foadily purfaed ihetr'true intereft. 

The Rohilia war commenced in 1774, the con- 
queft erf the country was cfFeifted in feven months, 

. and an equitable peace was concluded with Fyaula 
€awn, the principal Robiila chief, which has con- 
tinued ftom that period uninterrupted. 

• I foould exceed the bounds which 1 have pte- 
feribed to toylelf, were i to enter into a detail of 
Mr. Haftinga’S public proceadings from his return 
to Calcutta in September 1773, to the commence- 
ment of the new Government in Oftober 1774, 
when his authority was eSedually annihilated. But 

*' Gegcral Richard Smith’s letters to the Selert CagmiittBC of 
i^ort Witliam, when he commanded the army, contain ftrong ea- 
'preffions of fufpicion againK Sujah Dowlah. It has fince been folly 
proved, that the General had ci)tircly mifiaktii the VUIer’l nal 
flier after. 

tlie 



r T 

tb« ONHaifftjnf ttfUimony of the Eof^tih gefttlemeii 
dieo ^ Bengal, i 9 ie flourilhmg ftate of tiie Com- 
pany's affairs, the incteafe wealth, and the aSec- 
liion ihcwn by the natives to our Govemoient, are 
ample proofs that every moment of hi* time wu 
empbyed in purfuing the true interefts of hb coo- 
ftitucnts. 

In the year 1767, 1 have travelled four hundred 
miles through a country very thinly inhabited 1 the 
appearance of an European with his actendanta ex- 
cited diftruft and appreheniion. 1 have travelled 
the fame road fince that period ; I then found it in 
high cultivation. The natives, fecure under the 
proteflioD of humane and equal laws, were encreaf- 
ing in numbers, and no longer looked upon Eoglilh- 
men as enemia. 

It b certain, however clamour may have obfeuted 
the truth, that the lower ranks of people in no 
part of the world live more happily, or are lefs op- 
prefled than the natives of Bengal and Bahar. The 
abuies which exlfted after our accedion to the 
Dewanne, are more to be attributed to a defe&ive 
fyltem of Government, than to the want of inclina- 
tion to correA them in the members of adminiif ra- 
tion i nor could thefe abufes be correfted until the 
Governor and Council were authoriied to break 
through the forms of a double Government. 

At Mr. Haftings’s accefiion to the chair, he en- 
tirely new modelled the public offices, and allmed 
K> each its diftind buGnefs. The mode of colleft- 
ii>g the revenues, as well as the quantum to be col- 

leflcd. 
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kOx^f h«d kretdfore been regolcted^ by Refident 
of ffac Durbar and Mahomed Reza Cavtfi aixl 
even after 'the eftabtiflimeht of provincial councils, 
Mooefliedabad continued the ieat of Governmentw 
But when the double Government, as ic has been 
properly called, was abolilhed, Mr. Haftings re- 
moved dl the native officers of it to Calcutta, and 
brtnigbt evnry department of finance immediately 
belbre the Council. 

His regulations of the public offices, of the col- 
le^ions, and the various oeconomtcal reforms, 
which, notwithfianding the difficulties preventing, 
and the odium confequent, he had effefted in the 
ftort fpace of thirty months, added to the fupply 
of treafure, which the treaty of Bengal afforded, had 
raifed the reputation of the government of Bengal to 
the higheft pitch, and the Company’s affairs, which, 
when he fuccceded to the chair, were thought to be 
irretrievable, bore the flrongeft afpefl; of affluence 
and profperity. The time however was now come, 
when the abilities of the man who had done lb 
much for the Company were to be decried, and his 
cluuadier expolixl as a fubjefl for public dcrifion. 

On the 19th of Oflobcr, General Clavering, Colo- 
ndi Monlbn, and Mr. Francis, arrived in Calcutta, 
and with the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, 
compelled the Supreme Council of India. No Go- 
vermtHAtcooUl have commenced under more favour- 
able circumftances. Our treafury was fulls foreign 
trade flotmihed to a greater degree than had ever 
beeoikiMWD in Bengal. Inland cminerce vsas freed 

from 
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TvftriAioi)< The repwation of 
oar arms VMgreac, and the fiipply of wealth to Great 
by the invcftment (thC' only proper mode of 
enriching our native country from India) had in* 
creafed^rery year fince Mr. Hafttngs came to the 
Government. The Gentlemen who then arrivetf 
from England, had no perfonal connedlions to' 
gratify; they had not been bred up in the Com- 
pany’s fervice *, nor had they formed friendfhips, to 
which a fmall portion of their conftituents’s interefts 
might have fotnetimes been facrificed ; (human na- 
ture will ftill be the fame !) and their own appoint- 
ments were fo ample as to preclude even tne temp- 
tation to aft from interefted motives. With fuch 
advantages, why has it happened that the Britifh na- 
tion has not experienced all thofe good eUcfts 
which t'he.wildom of the Legiflature prcdifted when 
the Supreme Council of India was eftaWilhcd ? I 
lhall relate fafts as they happened, without a wiih 
to refleft in 'the fmalleft degree upon two gentle- 
men of great honour and undoubted integritv, who 
are now no more-, and who, I think, would have 
heartily co-operated with Mr. Haftuigs, if much’ 
pains had not been taken to deceive them by deiign- 
ing men, who unfortanately were but too iuCce(!>- 
ful in lo pernicious an undertaking. 

Although Mr. Baitings Mcelved an addition to 
his former title by the aft which cooiliiuted t!ie Su- 
preme Council, his powers were confiderably cun- 
tailed by the inltruftions of the Court of Dtreftors,' 
Under tbefe circumitancet, he was at iirlt undeter- 
D mined. 
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mttusd, 'wheCtat to re6ga or to r«taia the 
tnenti but the violent condu^of a decided i^ajo- 
rity determined him to remain in the cludr all 
ei^tt. 

The dame of oppoddon broke out with great vio> 
IflOce at the fecond n^ecting of the Supreme Council. 
The Governor General, for the information of his 
colleagues, drew up a dear and diftinft ftatement of 
our political fituation. Our alliance with the Vizier, 
the advantages which we had already received, and 
might in future expefl to receive from it. Our al> 
liances or connedions with the native powers in In- 
defian, «nd every otlw particular which it was ne> 
oedary to communicate to gendemen vefted with fo 
high a public iruft> and who at the fame time were 
fo intirely uninformed with refped to a country, 
which from that moment they were to govern. To 
ducldate fome part of iiia minutes, Mr. Haftings 
ddiaered into the Soard fcveral extracts from Mr. 
Middleton’s letters, who had refided for fome months 
by his appointment at the Court of Sujah Dowlah. 

A mej'ber of the Board immediately propofed 
that the Governor General ihould lay before them 
the whole correfpQndience of Mr. Middleton. This 
^f/is fb diretfl an attack upon the honour of Mr. 
HaftingSf that he.abrolute)y cefufed to comply with 
the Nquihtion and from this moment cotatMoced 

attack t^KMi lus focmer adminiilration. 

They began with the Rohilla war. |e was a war, 
they laid, which would bring dilhonour upon the 
lutioeu The money to be teceivedi which they de« 

dared 
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citred would aever be paid, was the price of blood* 
Our army was cxpoiiKi, in titfc dominioni of a> trea- 
cherous ally, to the moft imminent dai^n, and the 
majority determined to recall it immediately, pitM> 
vided the retreat could be effedled with iecunty to 
our own troops, though at that time Fyz Ulla ftiU 
liood out ; and by abandoning the Viaier, the fifty 
lacks which we were to receive from him would not 
have been demandable. 

By proceedings thus violent and unjuftifiable, the 
great advantages which have fince accrued to the 
Company had nearly been forfeited; but the earneft- 
nefs of the Governor General for a Ihort deky in the 
execution of thefe intemperate orders had fortunate- 
ly fome efieft. The non-payment of the fubfidy 
due from the Vizier to the Company, was the prin- 
cipal caufe affigned for the recall of our army, al- 
though the bad policy of advancing our troops be- 
yond the Carumnafla * was warmly infifted upon ac 
the fame time. A part of the money due by the 
treaty was foon after paid by the Vizier ; this pay- 
ment, as well as that of the remainder, was repre- 
fented as the recovery of a defperate debt ; .and .it 
was confidently ailhried, that the recovery of fo large 
a futn was owing to the firmnefs and refolution of the 
majority , though it had never been conceived that 
be meant to deduA any part of the payment. 

Mr. Middleton was immediately recalled from hit 
ftation ; and Mr. Brifiow, the confidential friend of 

* That dve^tidci the provisce of Bahar from the proriase <1 
Beaarei. 

P a Mr. 
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Bfr. Francis, s^poiated Refident itt tBe Vaiei^» 
court in bis rocnti. i* 

‘ TheGovernor Generai’s conduft, in poibu tvhiciv 
JukI ab^d]7 been referred to the judginsnt of the 
Court of Diredors, feverely attacked $ a moft 
melancholy pidure was drawn of the diftrefied ftats 
of the -provinces; the natives were liud to- groan 
under every fpecies of oppreflion, and even murder* 
to have been committed with impunity in our moft 
populous cities. 

To thofe, who for more than two years had lived 
under a Government, vigorous far beyond what had 
ever been known in India^ futh a reprefentation ap- 
peared extraoi^dinaFy indeed.— On Mr. Haftings’s ar- 
rival, our domiirrons and our influence were bound- 
ed by the banks of the Caromnaffa# The Company 
was finking under the weight of a heavy bond debt, 
an expenfive civil eftabliihmenr, and an army which 
coft more than a million Aerllng annually, and which 
could not with prudence have been confiderably re- 
formed. When the majority of the Supreme Counr 
cil afiTumed the Government, the bund debt was re- 
duced, and funds provided for paying oEf the re- 
mainder ; the public diiburfements were regulated ; 
the pay of a third of our army was furnifhed by Su* 
Dowlah ; and by its remaining in Oude we had 
aprofpe^bof ftill farther andvantages, which were 
wfterward realized. 

Mr. Haftings, fcnfible of thefe advantages, and 
of the falfebood of the gloomy prehges of the ma- 
jority, in his feparate letters to the Diibftors, aifured 

them. 
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fo fiourilbti.g » Qcuition } that the; ’WQuld tecewe a 
]arge inveftnent { the bond debt would be .paid oii^ 
and a latigefum tetaiued to the trearury-Zoranieigeaf 
•cies in the courfe of the foUowiog feafon. 

1 be majority contradicted and ridiculed thia re- 
.prcfentation i but the event has proved that k was 
not made without full confideration ; nor caa k be 
denied that Mr. Hadings alone is entitled to the me- 
rit of paying off a debt of a million and a half, of 
referving an equal fum in the treafury of Bengal, of 
fupplying Madras, Bombay, and China with calh, 
and adding very condderably to the annual inveft* 
nyrnt. His civil regulations in 1772, and hia ncgo- 
ciations with Sujah Dowlah in 1773, have, in their 
confequences, fixed us fo fecurely in the poBellion 
of Indottan, from the fource of the Ganges to the 
Ocean, notwithdandtng tlie temporary diflrefs under 
which we now labour, from Hyder Ally Cawn^s 
fucceflls in the Carnatic, that we are in no danger 
of a reverfe of fortune, except from internal diiTea- 
tions. 

In the condemnation of paft meafures, no public 
aCf of the Governor General's was paiTed over with* 
out a comment. By giving up Corah and Allahabad 
to the Vizier, he fold what was the property of ano- 
ther ; by with-holding the tribute which we were by 
treaty engaged to pay to the King, he forfeited the na- 
tional faith ; and even adtniuing that it would hayc 
been imprudent to furnifh his Majefty viith fo large jn 
Sam, when he was a prifoner with the Majfattas» it 
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«i%htit learfb to id^nred m a Arpc^t Ul 

Cakmu : PrtAatiiy ^ conftquincei of «titb>hold« 
log foch a foRi M a crorc of rtkpcea from circuUx» 
^00) arlRB «c could hardly find money for our no> 
cefliary ezpences, was not confidered by the majo* 
rity« However, as the Court of Diicdtors in the 
iirft 4 ettef which was received from them in 177J, 
teiy highly approved of the fak of Corah, and the 
iKMi'paysieBt of the tribute, no farther remarks 
were made on Mr. Haftings’s conduft in thefe 
points. 

1 now enter, and I confids with much regret, 
open the coodud of the majority towards Mr. 
Haftit^ as a private gentleman, in which his rc- 
pttadon was principaily concerned. 1 lament fin- 
oerely that gentlemen of high honour and un- 
^Ictaiflted charaAers (hould have been (b war> 
p«d by their prejudices. But fuch are the fatal ef- 
fcAiof party fpirit. 

This attack was authcKifed by a very impoli->. 
tie ehoogh wdl-meaning order of the Court of 
Dire^rs; That the Supreme Council Ihould 
^ enquire into paft abufes.” A fimilar order 
Mbeeen pven to Mr. Haftings on his acoellkMi 
to the Government, and it is now needlefs to ]»• 
attnt' the fatal confequences which were occ»- 
fioBcd by an inattention to his opimon upon it. 
Mr. Haftinga had found it itnpofiible to detcift 
or to punifh thofe who had abufed the eonfi* 
'dmee repofed in them. Much valualde dme 
was loft, and much odium incitrred by the attemfM. 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Cmier .were men o£ )nBo«rr 

tprhofe public virtue cuald not be better proved 
by the very moderate amouut t^.tbe fortuoes wiucb> 
t^y brought home with them. From variomeaulev 
however^ the Cotnp«By’« affairs were in gie^t ooafyiw 
fion } and the Direftors attribudag it cq the bad ma*' 
nagemeot of their fervanta in 3engal, were, awch- 
reafon, anxious to deted tbo& who were guilty, apd> 
therefore earneftly pre&d Mr. Haffings to com*' 
mence a retrofped of their conduA. But when tho> 
Supreme Coundl arrived in Bengal* our affairs w^rO' 
in fo ffourifliing a ffate* that fucb an order wasfutclp 
unneieffary. > 

I wiU quote Mr. Haffings’s opinion upon this iali* 
jed i if K^ds the greateff honour upon him. ThB* 
letter iron) which I have ttdeen the foUowiog extsaft,' 
is dated the iich of Novnnber* 1773; ^ 

received in London before the departure of the m^o*) 
rity of the Supreme Council* might have been tixnf«< 
mitted to them very IhoFtly ^ter. 

Ail my letters addreffed to your honourab1«> 
** Court* and to the Seled Committee, repeat the 
** ffroDgeft promiies of proiecuting the inquiries inm- 
** the coadud of your lervants* which you bad bseo' 
** pleated to commit particularly to my charge. 
You will readily believe that 1 muff have beeii< 
ffneere in thofe declarations* fince it would have* 
** argued great indiferetion to have made them* bid* 
** I fonefeen my inabifity to perterm them. , I find 
myfelf now under the difagceeable n^ceffity.oS' 
P ivoviag that insbiUtyi at tbs to that { vilL 

“ boldly 
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** bofdfy caketipon me to affiroi) that on 
♦‘'•ifvtr you might ihive delegated thatehaige, it.woultf 
**■ Irave bein fufBcient to occupy the entire attention' 
*f of'thnfe who were efitrufted with it, and even 
•‘ with all the aids of leifure and authority, would 
“'have proved inefleftual. I dare apj)eal to the 
“ public records, to the tefUmony of thofe who 
“ have opportunities of knowing me, and even to 
the detail which the public voice can repeat of the 
** 'paft afts of this government, that my time has 
“ been neither idly nor ufelefsly employed. Yet fuch 
**'‘are ‘the cares and embarraflments of this various 
*' itate, that although much may be done, much 
“"mbrt, even in matters of moment, muft remain 
'**Mgleded. To feleft from the mifcellaneous heap 
**'^ich iach day’s exigencies prefents to our choice, 
** ‘thofe points on which the general welfare of your 
” alftirs moft eflentially depends, to provide expe- 
“'dieots for future advantages, and guard againft 
probable evils, are all chat your adminiftration can 
** faithftdiy promife to perform for your fervice, with 
“ their united labours moft diligently exerted. They 
“ cannot look back without facriftcing the objedts 
of thtir immediate duty, which arc thofe of your 
“ inrerefts, to ofelefs refearches, which can produce 
real good, and may expofe your aftain to all 
** 'the ruinous confequences of perfonal malevolence 
“ b6th here and at home. 

“ iClay I be permitted to offer it, in all deference 
“ and fubmiinon to your commands, as my opinion, 
that 'whatever may have been the condud ofindU 

« viduals, 
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** your fonder adidm^q^|RH^ llie^ b^aae i$ fb 
*< mmcb imputable to them as tcf a wfmt of a pnaci^ 
** ^e of gbveroment a^uate to its fub0«K;e» and 
** a cOcrdve pover to enfotcf in Tl« ex^at of 
** Beo^ and ity poffible refources are eq^^co tlmift 
** of moft ^tes in Europe. lu dl^ulties are 3 f|||tct 
” than thole of any, becaufe it wants boib an jf;^ 
** blilhed form and powers of governmenti ^trjjiyo^ 
” its aftual fupport from tbe unremitted l^ousa 
« and perfonal exertions of individuals in power* 
** indcad of the vital influence which flows through 
** the channels of a regular conftitution, and impercep* 
“ tibly animates every part of it. Our conflitu^ou 
is no where to be traced but in the ancient char* 
ters which were framed for the Jurifdidkuii of yoiitf 
trading iettlemenrs, thefalesof your export jmd 
** the provifion of your annual inveftmenti. 1 need 
** not obferve bow incompatible thefe mufl prove tp 
** the government of a great kingdom, and fisr tbe 
" prefervation of its riches from private violence* and 
** embezzlement. 

" Among your fervancs, who for a courfe of years 
*' have been left at large, in pofleflloo of /b teinpt* 
” ing a depofic, it is not to be worukred at* that 
** many have applied it to die advancement of theii; 
** own flxtuneSf or that thofe who were pofiefled of 
** abtliries to introduce a lyilem of order, fboold 
** have been drawn along by the general currtmt } 
" iince few men are fotbed with fo large « fhaie of 
** public virtue as to ficrtficc their interefl;* peace, 

£ and 
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*^' f\ift>nnailwi^“ riiemMm. 

^ Y did^'Dbt hive p^dti^ t6 expsatiicie ott « 
****fld)5efil; i>f Afe riatutle, «h!iod|^ my owa juftificak- 
^ jhad tiiade it in fome dnfoK nectfSkry i but 
^ Aikt jrdur late advicck bate giycft bdpe$ Aat Mte 
ftall fpeedity be furuifted wiA your inftrulElions 
** 'for eftifoftfoiitg a Tyffem of lair and poll^, Which 
^ iM hitherto mnt. Whenever Ais work Ihatl be 
*^'iki^mpHfhed oh a foaodation of confiftency and 
•* permanency, I will venture to foretd, from the 
** knowk^ which I have of the generalhabits and 
** tnaoders of your ^rvants, that you will have aa 
* ftw inftalicea of licentioufnelk amongft youi fer* 
** Vants Aatnongft the members of any community 
•*‘lh thfeBKtifli empite.” 

^ What thopreffion this folid and conduflve reafon- 
|i% ol the l^vernor General made upon Ac Court 
bf 13ireftors is not known s but the Eaft-lndia Coov* 
panywould have felt the grsod cffeAs of it moft fen- 
ibiy, if, in Oaonfo^ucnce of this opinion, the Court 
of Dirrftors had new>modelled their ioftruftions. 

The difligreement in the Supreme Council became 
thegenetal fUtjefts of con verson in India. New 
ht^s and fears Were eacited In aU>-every former 
tranraAion of Government was harfoly cenfored — 
ihdthetnajoriry piibKcty declared, that they expeded 
Mir.HalAtgs would be difmiiTed with di%race from 
his Mbn, as foon as Aeir reprefentaiions arrived in 
ISngtand.* 

When every aft of Government which could be 
iCtMbuted to Mr. Haftin^ had been canvafied, his 

private 
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fiacd; due ftsti/>n«|ft,l 94 i 9 iw,idi ^ viw 

I^(;init9iq4 (i(;pul9i)Oq» «>ig^ ^avq,ac< 

«u0Di|U0d ifoituBcof two1iu&drc{icbo,i]fiqidp9uiKl$» 
during rite aumj, jrears that he was refide&c at tbo 
Ccsjrt of Meet Jaffiec, but who^ ic is well knowo, 
ceturoed to his native country without j^.conipetency* 
was'publicly accufed of the mod flagrant ads of 
pacity and extortion, and of having atnaflicrd a fon* 
tone of four hundred tboufand pounds in little nooat 
than two years. 

To thole who are acquainted with the inoderatioa 
of Mr. Haftings'a charader, with his oegled of hia 
private interefl, this accufatlon appeared as al^rd 
as it was ill founded i but the proof was at handr 
and Nundcomar flepped forth to luppo rt whae 
they had advanced. It would indeed have been a 
cruel circumftance if the oath of Nundcomar bad 
operated to the difadvantage even of aman as bad at 
himfelf; but that it Ihould have had the lca|t weight 
in the accuiatton of a charaAsr fo relpeffable, anA 
fo flrmly eftabliflied as the Governor General’s, will 
hardly be credited when the fpirit of party ha»fub- 
Aided: yet cenain it is, that upon the a%tiq(tof 
this wretch, the majority fixed Mr. Haftiogs’s 
tune at for^ lacks of rupees. 

To gentlemen at all converfime in the a^rs of 
Bengain the cfuuraflef of Nundcomar was w'tlj knowcw 
Mr. Hafliog! had employed him on his flrfl arrival 
by the exprefs order of tlw Diredors, to whom he 
hud explained hia leiirimena of the a»a very &eely. 

E* ’ m 


WMtld aft, 'if ei^be tal'ln opporaibity. ' CjftiM 
Swiston,~ia hit evidence « Conumm^bf^ttid 
of Commmt, declared that NundcotDa)M>^ 
hcWR repeatedly gOilty of forgery, and for thU didhe 
he- fufl»»ed death » Augttft 1775 » whether "ftriftly 
legally has been' queftioned, but there never tras' a 
doubt of the faft of his being perjured, nor of the 
majority knowing he was ib, when they accepted his 
iomcein aoeuhng Mr. Haftings, 

This man, before he was committed to cuftody, 
had opened what may properly be called an infor- 
mition office in Calcutta; It was well known, that 
he sraa countenanced by the majority. I am very 
dear that neitherGeneral Clavering nor ColonefMono 
ion were aware of the dangerous ufe to which he 
wocNtld apply the power which’ he had acquired ; but 
certain u is that the mdl liberal encouragement was 
given toinfonsrers of every denomination by the ma- 
jority. Accuiations as abfurd as improbable were 
hoorly received againft the Governor General •, but 
aftfabugh divefted- of all power, although NundcO- 
snar.waf pofieffisd of the means of proving bis guHr, 
hadhe really been guilty, after the fulleft inquiry, with 
teusards offwed on the one hand and puniihments de- 
nounced on the other, inordpr procure the evidence 
tdiich he wanted to criminate the Governor 'General, 
nothing appeared that jtdefted either upon tin ho^ 
pour Of bis integrity ; unlefs it could be deemud a 
crimeto receiveftoa theNabob'a cftcain faed futn 
f<» his expeaees during his refidenoe at Modtffieda- 
bid, ip conformity to the cudotni of the country, 

and 
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Cit^i Jt h» 4^<w»lid^^5' Wolfcii* 

«^i]i'i^,'Qhn:ii^l ^ tWtEfce tlfotf- 

a^ Uai R>'6fr uAsrnf, adii^ thu'if had j^cii t)^’ 
Company credit for it, he migb; hare charged them 
theexjKnccs of' his progrels : tfiii aflowance had been 
fettled by Lord Clive in lieu of purveyance. * 

Let it for a moment be Tuppofed that Mr. IfdClt 
tings had accumulated the large forfUfie' iHihcli the 
majority fuppofed him to be poflHfe'd of.' Waa'it 
made at the expence of the Eall-India Company^ 
had he added to the weight of their bonded ddM— 
had he involved tliem in dangerous or expenfire alti> 
ances — had he negledted to make the necellary renitc<» 
cances of caOt to our ocher {^reOdencies, or to Chhia 
-xOT bfd be ditnioilhed the annual inveftmebt to Etik 
rope — there might have been fome excufe for ihitjai* 
ring into the amount of his private fortune, abdhdw 
be amafled it. But when this inquiry commeocet^ 
tbe Company's bond debt of a ntitlion and an ti'atf 
was paying off f fupplies bad been fenc to China, fort 
Sr. George, and Bombay } two additional fhips, the 
Anfon, and the Northumberland, bad been taken 
up in Calcutta. So much was the ittvefem^ in* 
creafed i and the death of Suiah Ddwiah gave us a 
profped </ a ftiU farther addition to our power, our 
ibfluehce, and our refources. 

* Gwttal Smith maft Imow this ftate of the ^ c«mQ } 
and be know* th^ be birardf ac^erpBl^cd through Moorftedabad 
frbbout recmving 9 «oiap)inentar) prefeot, agreeable to tbt cafloia 
af jkecountrjr. 


Howevpr, 


Howxnrcr* I wiU falfie upon me to affirm* that 
vri^en ^ «gBj9nii6 eC the Oanr^ Geoen)*a |iri- 
\l^e fti^qne » known* it will appear to the moft 
i^odanu? iO^ in England to be greatlf inadequate 
either to length or to the importance of his 
fqrvices. 

Poring thefe violent attacks upon the charadec 
of Mr. Hailing, alt public buHnefs was fufpended. 
The inferior fervants of the Company were divided 
into parties* and after the example of the PrcGdency* 
each Provincial Council had its majority, and mino- 
rity. Expenfive profecutions were commenced in 
the Supreme Courts of Judicature againft the Gover- 
qot Qenc/al of India, who was reluctantly obliged^ 
iq vindication of his od^n honour, to bear a part in 
tjils difgraceful feene. At a time when our domi- 
nions and our influence were fo greatly increafed, at 
a t^ime when the gentlemen of Bombay had com- 
oveaceda war agsinft the Maratus, at a time when 
the attention of every member of the Board Ihould 
have been entirely employed in the confideration of 
the great political queflions which were before them 
•—at this, time* the Governor General and Council 
were attending as evidences or parties in a Court 
of law; Mr. Haftings in his own defence, and the 
gentlemen of the m^ority, as> guardians of the io- 
tereflsof the Eaft-India Compatty, to criminate 
the man who had fo eflendally ferved his confti- 
tuents. 

So ^utary were the regulations which Mr. 
Haflings had eftabnihed, lb firmly was the govern- 
meat fixed in all its parts, that notwithfianding^ 

thefe 
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mer i)eHod lo fb ftouiUhlog « Tikuatioft; and in th^ 
cOurfc of the years 177$ a»d 1776,’ every promife 
which the Governor General had made to die Court 
Of Diredton was amply fulfilled. Whether this prof- 
peiity was owhig to Mr. Halting’s regulations, and 
the political connexions which he formed previous 
to the tpeh dl OXober 1774, or to the abilides and 
exertions of the Supreme Council lince that period, 
can ax once be determined by an examination of the 
Company’s records. 

A treaty highly advantageous to the Company 
was concluded with Afoph ul Dowlah, by which 
the fovcrcighty of Benares, with all the rights and 
powers annexed to ir, was transferred to us, and a 
nett revenue of twenty-four lacks of rupees acquired. 
The continuance of a brigade in the Vizier’s domi^ 
nions was another article of the treaty, and the Tub- 
fidy fixed at two lacks and lixty thoufand rupees a 
month. Let not the Governor General be deprived 
of the merit of thefc important acquifitions. The 
majority would never have agreed to advance our 
troops beyond the bounds of the Carumnafia} they 
even were anxious to recal them immediately, and 
were only prevented from aXually doing fo, by the 
earneft oppofition of Mr. Ballings. In either cafe, 
the death of Sujah Dowlah would have been at- 
tended with no advantages to the Company. The 
provinces of Oude, Corah, and Allahabad wquH 
have been torn by civil wars, and mull, in the end, 
tave been fubdued, cither by i^luzeph Cawfl or the 
^arattas. 


In 
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i>76j ColoQjd Monfon Jild. 
nci«o wM more ready to do juftice to that j^iitkmaii*$ 
a^litits thaa Mr. Haftings, or more finoqely la- 
mented the unhappy prgudices which he imbibed 
on hit Grfl; arrival in Bengal. Bred a foldid:, and 
having ferved with didin^iOied reputation in India, 
he was admirably calculared for the connmand of out 
army in Bengal ; to which had he fortunateljr been 
appointed, and conGned to bis profeflional duties, the 
Company would have experienced the good ef- 
fects of his return to India in a very ienlible 
degree. 

Ac this period too we received advice of the ex- 
traordinary revolution at Madras. The Supreme 
Council were unanimous in their opinion of the 
iBcafures to be taken upon fo critical an occaGon, 
and of the powers which Lord Pigot claimed, as 
I'reGdent of a Council in which he had only a caG- 
ing voice when the numbers were equal. That the 
powers of a Governor in India are very inadequate 
to the dignity of his ftation, and to the refponGbi- 
lity annexed to it, is beyond a doubt. This was Mr, 
Haftings’s opinion, and he expreffed it very freely 
to the Court of DircAors, in the letter of which 1 
have already given an extrad : but until thoie powers 
are enlarged, a Governor, with a majority i^inft 
him, muft be a meet cypher. The Governor Ge- 
neral had only taken upon him to break up the 
Council, when the majority bad called Nundcomir 
before thfm, for the extraordinary purpofe of pre- 
ferring 
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ferring4crimio4 acca(atk}n againft thdf Pttfident, 
and ^ firft Brt^ fubjeA in India. For this fmall 
exemotvof authority he was ieverely reprimanded by 
thc'^Court of Directors, and plainly informed, that 
he had no dlftnd authority annexed to his ftation, 
but that all the powers of government were vefted 
in a majority of the Board. Could the Governor 
General allow, that a law which was to bind him, 
was not of force when applied to the Governor of a 
fubordlnate prcfidcncy.> The Court of Diredkors* 
fenttments on this fubjeft were of fufiicient force to 
deteraiuie the Supreme Council, had the reference 
made to them by the gentlemen of Fort. St. George 
been a point of difficulty. 

It was neceffary to mention this unhappy bufinefs, 
‘becaufe Mr. Stratton has publilhed fome partial 
extradks of a private letter, which he received from 
the Governor General immediately after that revo- 
lution, from which it might appear that he was in- 
terefted in the difpute, although be had not the 
fmalleft perlbnal concern in it. To thofe who 
have feen the whole letter, this explanation is on- 
necefiary. 

By the orders of the Company, wifely framed 
with a view to comply with Afiatic cuftoms, all po- 
litical negociations are conduced through the chan- 
nel of the Governors of the difficrenc prefidencies. A 
native of India can have no idea of a participation 
of power, and he very naturally concludes that a 
Governor is cither abfolute, or has no power in the 
ftate over which he preOdcs. 

F 


When 
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VJTliifo tb< coMcftion of this. gOY«rom«iit vkh 
fujah DowUh was more elftfsif .ceipeflfed, Mr* 
Haftitigs thought proper to appoint Mr* Kjdwoiel 
MhJdletoji his private agtAt at the court eftthat 
prince. When the Supreme Council *wm divided 
into two diftui£k parties, Mr. Middleton v^as fCitalledt 
and Mf« Briliow, the conhdeatial friend of Mf* 
Francis, appointed in his room* 

. By this ftep the annihilation of the Governor Ge< 
oeral's political induence was completely proclaimed 
to every power in Indoftan* While Mr. Bridow 
fetaained at Lucknow, Mr. Haftings could only be 
looked upon as the conOrained infirvment of an 
authority raifed upon the ruin of his own. This 
pvident truth will not be difputcd by any man who 
has ferved in India i from the period of Colonel 
Monfon’s death to the time of Mr. Middleton's re- 
appointment tp the Vizier’s court, the attention of 
every mao from Calcutta to Dehly was &ted upon 
this hngle point, as the criterion by which he was 
to judge, whether Mr, HaBings meant to retain or 
to give up the government. I do not reA the pro- 
priety of this meafurc upon the obligatipn which 
Mr. Haftiogs lay under, of doing an aft of juAice to 
an individual who bad fuffered feverely for his at- 
tachment to biirif But I tnhA upon it, that the pub- 

feivice could not be carried on with effeft, while 
»n opinion prevailed in Oude, that Mr. HaAii^s 
was upen the point of quitting the chair} and fuch 
^uld hive been the concluGon had Mr. Brifoow 
been permitted to remain there, He was knttwn to 
1. be 
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lifthb tdtifidentlM fH^d of Mt*. Franjfls } Add Ixywo 
i^nf lV(r. HAftitiga ta^ht blV« approved of fals cotii* 
dudi kt could not give a petfoti To fitualted His en- 
tire confidence, ev^n admitting it polfible to anfwer 
the other ohje^ons, which I will venture to tiifirin 
are not to be controverted. 

The Oovernor General forely (hould dot be ex- 
pedled to condufi; the compHcated affairs of en ex- 
cenfivc empire, where oor countrymen bear fo very 
(fflidl a proportion in point of numbers to the na- 
tives, upon principles fo different from thofe updn 
which all countries are regulated, and fo totally dif- 
ferent from thofe by which the late majority profef- 
fedlf afttd. The late Mr. Playdcll was deprived 
of the office of fupcrlntendant of the police (which 
was immediately given to the brother-in-law of Mr. 
Francis) for his aftivity in prcfenting in addrefs to 
the chief juflice that was obnoxious to the majoHty^. 
Mr. PUydel! complained bitterly of the ill ufage 
which he had received, but It was obfetved in reply, 
that what had happened to him, was the chan^ of 
the worthieft men in England upon every change in 
adminiftration, and that no wife goverhment would 
ever eoiploy men in offices of truft under them, of 
of whofc attachment they were ndt very well alTured. 


* Writr hnl been ittempced to Iw taken out, which vwuW have 
icBctMd every part of BkR^l and brought native* to Calcutta: 
thb Coort tofuftd them. This moderation and joiice praoaiod 
thorn ta oddreft of thonko from the different feu of itthabitaatt at 
Calcutta. 

F 2 


This 
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.This reafonmi;, however it may appear io the'qiie 
of Mr. Pfaydell, whofe appointment was «lf very 
little confequeoce to the fiate, is furely conclofiye 
in that now before us. 

The removal of Mr. Fowke from Benares was 
from the fame motive. 

Benares is one of the richefl; cities in India. It is- the 
refidence of learned men, and the center of all politi- 
cal buCnefs. Vackcels, or agents, from every prince 
in India refide here, and as the Britiih government ii 
confefledly now the moft important in Indoftan, It ii 
.absolutely neceffary that the refident at Benares 
Ihould be dependant upon the ruling party in the Su- 
preme Council. Upon this principle was Mr. Fowke 
fent there by the majoiity, and upon the fame prin- 
piplc was he recalled after Colonel Monlon’s death. 
It is fulHcient to Hate thefe fafts as they really arc, 
and then the Governor General’s condud towards 
Me. Briftow and Mr. Fowke will need neither a 
juftificatiuo nor an apology. Whoever (ball attribute 
thefe removals to a pcribnal pique, or lhall con> 
ceive Mr. Mailings capable of gratifying a private 
refenttnent at the expepce of Mr. Briftow and Mr. 
Fowke, will be much deceived. is too liberal 
to ad from fuch narrow principles ! 

Every meafurc propofed by the Governor Gene- 
ral, however falutary, wps oppofed by General ^Cia^ 
vering, and fuppoled to be ultimately intended to 
anfwer fome private view. The fettlement of tlw 
lands, having been made for five years only, HVas 
on the ppint of expiring foon after Colonel Monfbn's 

death; 
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ddUchs propofa) to obtstln the fulleft 

u^bmacioo of the (fate of the country, that the re* 
venues tnight be fixed upon an equitable fcale: to 
him in the laborious talk which he had im* 
pofed upon himfelf, he had fixed upon two gentle* 
men of difiinguilhed abilities and irreproachable 
charadters, whofe proceedings were to have been 
laid before the Council at large, in whom was 
vefted the power and dccilion upon every point. 
Much valuable information was procured and tranf- 
mitted to the Court of Direftors in confequence of 
this invefiigation, both as to the Hate of the country 
and its population and refources •, but at that time 
it really appeared fufficient to blaft every fcheme, 
however beneficial, that it was propofed by Mr, 
Haftlngs : The minority queltioned its legality^ and 
General Clavering denominated it a trick to extort 
money from the Zemindars for the benefit of Mr, 
Hallings and his friends. 

The laft material adt of Mr. Hallings’s adminif- 
tration, previous to the death of General Clavering^ 
was, the increafe of our military eftablilhment } a 
meafure which has been attended with infinite ad- 
vantages to the public and to individuals, and has 
efiedlually fecured the continuance of our infiuence 
in the extenfive dominions of the Vizier. To fet 
this matter in a clear point of view, and to free it 
from the falfe fights which may be thrown upon it;, 
1 will briefiy relate the fteps which led to it. 

Sujah Dowlah died in February 1 775. His eldeft 
foo, Afolph ul Dowlah, was declared the heir of bis 

father’s 
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b<K be o^ed 

ee(Don to the Mufntid to the ^nfeooe of «ot 4^1^. 
IntHgoei were imniediately formed agatnft Innr) and 
in his troops, mutinous and difaife^d» were many 
officers in the intersil of hU competitors. The Vi* 
zter, joftly elarmed for his perfonal (kfecy, which 
had iVequemly been endangered, diffianded the moft 
Curbuknt of his battalions^ and applied to the -So* 
preme Council for Britiih officers to difcipline thofe 
which be retained in his fervice. In coniequcnce of 
this requifition, nine captains and thirty fubaltems 
Were appointed to bis fervice, and were to receive 
the pay of the rank next above that which they held 
in Bengal, No funds were fixed for the payment of 
ihefc officers, or of the troops which they weft to 
command } fo thar, in fa^, this new eftablilhtnent 
was fubjed to all thofe inconveniencics which it was 
meant to redrefs. 

A General fpirit of mutiny broke out amongft the 
Vizier's troops immediately after the arrival of our 
officers} this in fome batalions was carried to the moft 
alartning lengths. Many officers were ftized, con- 
ffiied, and threatened to be put to death. The ftorm 
at length fubfided. The principal mutineers were 
puniihed, end difcipline was in fome meafure re* 
ftored. Many however were the difadvanuges 
wbkh our fervice fuftaltied by thk eftabliftiment. 
The emoluments were fo confiderabfc to thofe who 
had the good fortune to be appointed to the Vizier’s 
forviee, that it created a general fpirit of difooiitent 
amongd our officers in Bengal} saod tnfiing as the 

eftabliih- 
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«jt4bKfhfiMnt was in point of numbers, the expenoe 
dtk fo far exceeded alt bounds, that the Viaier wm 

^ i 

unable oo keep it up, and to difcbarge his debt to the 
Compaily. Certainly a fenrice in which the eitK>lu> 
ments to individuals fo fat exceeded thofein our own, 
required fome regulations. Mr. Haftings had leen 
the bad efie£h of a iimiiar eftabliihment in the Car- 
natic, and the Company at this moment moft feverely 
ftel it : upn Colonel Monfon’s death he propofed % 
remedy for them. 

On the principle that our interefts and the Vi 2 ier*s 
were thus clofely conne^ed, Mr. Hafiings brought 
his plan before the Board, which was, that three re- 
giments of horfc, three companies of artillery, and 
nine battalions of Sepoys, fhould be added to our 
eftablilhmencs, and with this addition of force we 
were to protcft the Vizier’s dominions. The difcr- 
plined corps in his fervlce were to form this body ; 
and to fix them more firmly in our fervicc, they were 
to take their tour of duty in our provinces, and to be 
fubjeA to the fame regulations with refped to pay as 
the reft of our army. The Vizier was to appro- 
priate certain fixed funds for the , payment of thefe 
troops, fo that this important addition to our army 
was made without the fmalklf ezpence to the Eafi- 
India Company. 

Beneficial as this plan mull appear, and to which 
only one objeftion could be urged, the difficurty of 
procuring the Vizier’s aflcnt to it, it was vehemently 
oppofed. Mr. Francis contended, that all military 
arrangements Ihould originate with the Commander 
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in Chief, nitboagh this was evidently a great politic 
cal relation the higheft confequrnce. The 
neral’s objefiions were mimerous. The Vi:^t coo* 
feot was obtained through the agency of Mr. Mid> 
dletoD i die plan was (oon after carried into execu* 
don, and has fo completely anfwered every good end 
which was propofcd by it, that even thofe gentlemen 
who loll confidetably by the alteration, have been 
candid enough to declare, that no a£fc of Mr. Haf* 
ttngs's adminiftration redounds more to his honour 
or to the Company’s advantage, than this cllablHh* 
inent, formed againft the opinion of the Commander 
in Chief, and the oppofition of Mr. Francis. 

The provinces of Oude, Corah, Allahabad, Ro- 
hilcund, and the Doab, have been procedhrd, the 
revenues have been colleacd, and the troops have 
been regularly paid from the day this eftablilh- 
menttook place; and in the year 1780, the ge* 
neral relief of the army was elFedtedi by which 
tbele new battalions were brought into our pro^ 
vinces, and relieved by an equal number from 
Bengal. 

In Auguft 1777, Genera! Clavering died. A man 
whole character muft be always conlidered with re- 
fpeft, as his errors arofe from a good principle, the 
hatred of corruption. He certainly brought with 
him to Bengal a rooted prejudice againft the Com- 
pany’s fervants in general, and a very unjud: one 
againft Mr. Haftings in particular. The Court of 
DircAors by their inftruflions, in which, from ftie 
beft motives, they authorifed a review of paft tranf- 

adtions. 
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4(!liil}||£jl (o wjdc a field for -impofitioo, th^c 

Q^ral’s prejudices were fiill more confirmed bp 
the impro^abl^: tales which were hourly brought to 
him. The violence of the majority abfolutely 
created a party, where otherwife there would have 
been none. 

Mr. Hallings, through the whole courle of his 
public life, had given the ftrongefi proofs of his in- 
tegrity and dilinterefiedneis ; Sir John Clavering's 
has never been queftioned ; had fome pains therefore 
been taken to unite fuch rcfpe&ablc charaders, the 
intention of the Legifiature in forming the Supreme 
Council would have been cffeflualiy anfwered } but 
^as It was, the firil imprefiions which the General re- 
ceived, from a certain perfcvcrancc in his temper, 
grew fironger every day, and the interefi; of the Eaft 
India Company unhappily fufiered by it. 

I do not mean to infer that no abufes exified in 
JBengal when the Supreme Council arrived there. 
Let it be cunfidered that Mr. Ballings was the Pre- 
fident of a Council, in which be had a calling voice 
only when the numbers were equal, confequcntly 
that be would fometimes be obliged to accommodate 
his opinion to the fenfe of the majority of his Ctun> 
cil } but it is a certain trutli, that whilll he had the 
lead, he did more to reform abulcs than any other 
man would have done or attempted : The eftablilh- 
inent of the Supreme Council was calculated for 
completing his plans of reformation, a work in whtcii 
he would moil cordially have taken che lead *, but 
unfortunately he was obliged to give up that time, 

G which 



C io ] 

%htch might hnw been h ^Kmbir em(4oy^ 
publicfervice, ta the juffiScation of paft» and 
meafuresy and even to the ‘defence of his^privatb 
charader. 

Paffing over common occurrences, I come to that 
period in which arofe the prefent expenfive (though 
*when Mr. Haftings's feheme prevailed, fucceisful) 
war with theMarattas. It has been induibioufly 
'iendeavoured to impute the origin as well as the pro- 
grefs of this war to Mr. Haftings. The Court of 
Dire6iors ate poQtiled of the fuUeft evidence to the 
contrary $ and both living teftimony, and authentic 
documents prove, that its origin is not owing to him, 
'and that the continuation of it is the effef); of ne- 
celTity. 

h will be proper to take up this important fubje£t 
from the firft connection of the Bombay Council with 
llagonath Row, otherwiie called Ragobah. 

Although the nominal ibvereignty of the Maratta 
'ftatc was in a R^a, the real adminidration of govern- 
ment, as well as the power inherent ro it, was pudefled 
by a Bramm dimily, under the title of Padiwa, or 
'Chancellor ; and this authority was fo fixed' in thenr, 
that It became hereditary ; and in cafe of infancy, 
the State was governed by a Regent, who was gene- 
rally the ncareft in blood. Narrein Row, (he 'iafi: 
'l^alhwa, died, leaving no children ; and Ragobah, 
who was his Uncle, becanie Paihwa. During an 
expedition, which carried him to a diftance- from' his 
capital, the C(iunCil(i:oilfii!in{g of Bramios)^dirpo^!fi^ 
‘him, giving 6ut that the widow of Narrein was witft 

child. 
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aad accii^ng him of haviog a0ki£nated hU 
Aqihcw, Tbe $fjtbcCe fa£^ w»s douhcfol, the 
moft probably filfft, be having been in con$ne* 
tnent for a long time before that event, without any 
comnuinicatioo with the confpirators. Sopn after it 
was given out that the widow- of N^reio ,was de- 
livered a (bn; and Nana, with Saecaraqi> and 
othen of the Bramin Council, afling, aa they aU 
ledged, in fupport of the infant, drove j^obab 
from Poona, and reduced him to fuch diftrefs, that he 
applied for adlftance to the Prefidency of Bombay. 

Not relying foleiy on the juftice of his caufe, the 
more readily to obtain allUlance, he offered to make 
Tome very valuable ceflioos of territory to the £aft- 
India Company. A treaty was concluded, by which 
we engaged to afitft him with a military force; and 
an army from Bombay took the field under the com- 
mand of Colonel Keating*, whether our forces, in 
conjuuftion with Ragobab’s would have conducted 
him in triumph to Poona is uncertain, but it can 
hardly be doubted that a few ^irited operations 
would have been produdive of an advantageous peace 
with the minifterial party, both for the Company 
and for Ragonaut Row. 

Intelligettce of the tranfaiflions at Bombayi fas 
received at Calcutta a few months after the firfl: 
meeting of the Supreme Council, whofe autho- 
rity having been totally difregarded, either 
from inadvertence or defigo, produced very lerious 
confequenoes. The treaty with Ragobah havii^ 
been concluded without thefandion pf the Gov^p^r 
(;« a fjcn^rid 
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(Jeneral and Council, was difavowed ; and an offictt 
of rank (Lieutenant Colonel -Upton) was deptitedi td 
Poona, with inftnicHons to conclude » peace ttpon 
almoft any ternrs, with the minifters who* were de^ 
nominated the ruling members of the Maratta ftate 
and the Englilh army was ordered to march back. 

So glaring a condemnation of paft mcafnres, and 
fo pointed an interference in their aflrairs, naturally 
tended to deftroy the influence of the gentleman of 
Bombay, upon the Malabar coaft •, while it provoked 
their paf&ons and excited their refentments. Under 
thefe circufr dances, a co-operation with Colonel 
Upton could not be expeded. It had been fortunate 
if, from that moment, the Government of Bo>nbay 
had been fixed upon a plan of the mod rigid oecontv 
my i and their troops had been confined to the de- 
fence of Bombay, the cradle of Surat, and the iOand 
of Salfctte, 

Mr. Hadiings, although hejoined with the other 
members' in difapproving the condirft of the Pref> 
dency of Bombay, thought that there might raid 
circumdances which fhould prevent the return of the 
army, but he was over-ruled, and the moderation of 
our demands was attributed very naturally, by the 
Marattas, to a want of ability to carry on the war. 
Colonel Upton was five months on his jeurney to 
Poona. He was treated with great difrelpea by the 
Maratta Chiefs through whofe countri^ he pafied. 
The Minifters, on his arrival, complained bitterly of 
our interference- in their family dlfputes *, and were 
fi> high in their demands, infifting even upon the re- 
'fiorationofSaUecce, that Coionel Upton broke oft" the 

negp- 
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afgociadon ; and by hu firfl; difpatclies to Calcutrsr, 
it "Wit ’ fvppofed tikat the war wotiid be contintiird. 
But tbit «a$ a mere trick of the Minifters, who were 
Imtiouf for an accommodation ; and on the firft of 
March, 1 776, a treaty of peace was figned by Colonel 
tJpeon, on the part of our government ; and on their 
fide was authenticated, by the feal of the Paftiwa, an 
infant of about two years old, and by the fignature of 
bis two Minifters^ Sacaram Bappoo and Nana Fur- 
nefe. By one article of the treaty, a provifion was 
made for the fdbfiftence of Ragobah, their late com- 
jietitor, on condition of his refiding in^he heart of the 
Maratta dominions, with a guard appointed by the 
Minifters themfrlves, for his ftate and feciirity. Th’s 
claufe, as might reafonably lie cxpeAed, defeated the 
intention of the treaty, llncc it left Ragobah at the 
mercy of Irs enemies, without any pledge or engage- 
ment for his fafery. The confeqiience was, that 
he fled to Bombay, and claimed the protedtion of that 
Government for the fecaruy of bis perfon. 

The Minifters exclaimed againft this protedinn ; 
and mutual complaints of the violation of this 
treaty were made by them and the Bombay CounciL 
About the Month of May, 1777, the Chevalier St. 
Lubln made his appearance at Poona, in the pnbilc 
charadrer of a Minifter from the Court of France. 
He was received witli great honour, and in a little 
fime written engagements were mutually interchanged 
between him and Nana Furnefe, by which he pro- 
mifed to bring a regiment of Eutbpeans, with mili- 
tary ftores to Poona, for the l^ice of the Maratta 
Rate. Iftteliigence of this ertaty, at firR doubted. 
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was foon confirmed by authorities of nnquelUionaiide 
credit, and by a juries fads of public eettuiet3^ 
Jt bad been always theGoverhor General's opiiifMi» 
that this Vras the only way by which the French cotdd 
hope to regain their coni^uence in India, or coafl^ 
oursi and he reafonably expeded, that the Prefix 
dcney of Bombay, which was more immediately in* 
terefied in the efieds of fuch a connedion, would 
take fome ilep^ to render it abortive. This was by 
no means difficult. The Maratta army under Hurry 
Punt Furkia, was at that dme engaged in an une* 
<}ual war wiilf Hyder Ally. The Minifters quarrel- 
ling among themfelves, poiftlTed little authority, and 
were dependent for that little upon their own vaf- 
fals. The Prefidency of Bombay had long (hewn 
«n impatience to revive the caufe of Ragobah j and 
the flighted movements made by them in his favour 
would have proved fufficient to overthrow the fee- 
ble pow'cr which they had to contend with, and to 
eftablilh thiir own influence in the Maratta ftate oa 
its ruins. But Mr. Haftings, that be might leave 
no means untried to avoid a rupture with the Ma- 
ratm, and to counterad the French influence at 
Poona, Ibnucd a treaty, which he meant fliould 
remedy all the defeds of that concluded by Otlond 
Upton ; every article of which, at that time remained 
unexecuted. This treaty was laid before the Board 
Cateatta, with a very long explanatory minute, 
on the 23d of January, 1778, and will, if read with 
the attention it delerves, entirely exculpate the Go- 
reetnor Genend from the fmalleft fufpicion of a de* 
fiveto invdt^the Eaft^lndia Company in- a war whh 

the 



[ 55 1 

die Ob the S9th of January, whilft tbia 

ingpttCe lay for confideration, a letter was received 
trttti Bombay, dated the lath of December, 1777, 
mformuig the Supreme Council that a propofal ha^ 
been fecretly made to the Governor and Council, 
through their agent at Poona, by a party which had 
been formed againft Nana Fumefe, confifling of Sa-* 
caram Bappoo, who had iigned the treaty, and othnr 
confiderable men, with a potent Raja, Tucluyee 
Holkar, to affift them in the defign of reinftating 
Ragobah in the chief adminiftration 6f the Maratta 
ftate ; and that they had agreed to join in it, re> 
quirtng only, as a preliminary condition, a writ- 
ten application to the fame effeft, under the 
hands and feals of the confederates. They excufed 
tbemfclves for having fo far engaged, without the 
previous authority of the Supreme Council, by the 
obvious ncceffity of an ifhmcdiate decifion ; and they 
svqucfted their acqu'iefcence and afTiftance in it. On 
the receipt of this letter, the Governor General and 
Council refolved to ratify what they had dmie, to 
authorize them to proceed, and to fend tbcoi'an extra- 
ordinary fupply of ten lacks of rupees for the under- 
taking. It was alfe) refolved, to aiOfi cbem in the 
execution of their plan with a militiry force. 

Informing thefe refolutions the majort^ of the 
Supitme Coundl were fwayed by the foUowiagcon- 
fidexattons. 

I ft. In the event of a rupture with Frairee, whiek 
arts daily apprehended, the connedicn formed by 
Nana Furntde with Sc. Lubio, and ebe engagemenf 
had entered into to land a regitneRt of Eu^ 

ropcana 
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rqpeaos with military fiores at Poony, mig/it, car* 
ried into efftid, be produdive of the daiu^ 
rous conlequences to the Company’s inSuance, ilm 
their poffeffioos in India. Tl)is could be prevented 
only by the removal of the party fo clofely conpeded 
with our natural enemy, and therefore this was an 
objed of the firft impoijtance •, and Ragonaut Row, 
was the indrumeat for this pupoftv Mr. Haftings, 
bad no prediledion for this Cnief, nor is it poiTibk 
to attribute hi$ condud to any interefted view, 

2diy« AuthoriHng the gentlemen of Bombay to 
take part with Ragobah, was a llrid compliance 
with the oiders of the Court of Ditedors contained, 
in the following paragraph fif theii general letter of 
the 5th of February 1777. 

** His (Ragobah’s) prcijcnfiona tp the fupreme 
authority, either in his own rigb,t, or as guardian 
“ to the inf4nt Paihwa, appear to us better founded 
** that) tbofe of his competitors r and therefore^ if; 
V the conditions of the treaty of Poona have not 
** been ftridly fuldlled on the pare of the Marao 
*< tas, and if, from any circumftances, you Ihall 
“ deem it eapedienr, we (hall have no objedion to, 
at) ^li»ice with Ragpbah, on the terms agreed 
** upon between him and the Governor and Council, 
** of . Bombay 

jdlft “fhfi reftoratloji of Ragopaut Row would, 
have been attended by an accelTinn of territory upon 
the Malabar tp the amouoi; of tfie annual ex- 
peaces of the Prefidency of Bombay ; by wh^ 
means no farther drains woqld haye been made froin. 


our trj»fury in Bengal, 


4thly, 
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411^^ of RageAxatft 'WM iiot i 

bwii^#fstt)o triratit of'Pooaa, bccanic ^at treatf 
war^lAiM Saccaram Bappoo and Haiia Fumefe 
qnl^ j and Saccatam, the &*& Mmifter in rank, iridi 
the priocipfl odicei^ oC the Maratta Bate, jcuoed in' 
the propoial to the gentlemeo of Bombay, for hia 
return to Pdoaa. 

Mr.. Francis and Mr. Wheler, howerer, ftntmi- 
oully oppofed the meafure, on various grounds ; and'^ 
amongft others, becaufe it was in difobedience to tke 
order the Court of Diredton. 

1 DfKifi here interrupt my narrative; to obferve io 
what view the Diredtors confidered the condudt of the 
Governor General in this inftance. 

About the 29th of July, 1778, the Court of Direc- 
tors received difpatches both from Bombay and Ben- 
gal, in which they were informed of the plan propofed 
to the Pre&dency of Bombay, by the opponents of 
Nana furnefe, of the fandion given to it by the 
Governor General and Council, and of their lefolu- 
tion to aflift them with money and a confiderable re- 
inforcement, in order the more effedtually to carry it 
into execurion, and to fupport them in the confe- 
quences of it. Thefe advices the Court of Dinftors 
^hou£^t of fuch great imporunce, that on the apth 
of Auguft 1778, Colonel Capper was applied to by 
the Selcd Committee of the Court of Diredbrn, to 
carry a packet to Bombay, of the greaceft national 
importance. He accordingly left London the tft df 
Scptemberji and by the iettera which he 
tethjthe.geadfmco of Bmigal and Bombay Kad iihe 
fatisfadlion to receive the fulled; approbittion of the 

H bifcftors. 
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t>ifefton» nrfio expreTs verjr taaMy totM*- 
pibih’t tcftorttion, and tht otrerthww of dii|||^ 
ac Poona in alliance with the French. The nMhijk 
tX the iba£)0 brought out a complete apprc^MUioo 
to Mr. Haftings, for the part wiuch he had a^ in 
tius important bufinefs.* 

On the a3d of February, 1778, orders were iflued 
tor /ormbg a detachment of fix battalions of Se- 
pojts, one ^mpany of nathre artillery, with a r^n- 
lar propoftion of field artillery, to which were after- 
wards added the firft regiment of cavalry and five 
hundred of the Vizier’s Gandahar horfe. CoAonel 
Lellie was appointed to command this force, and or- 
dered to march direftly to Bombay by the fhoneft 
mite he fiiould judge mod; prafticable, and for the 
fequel of bis operations, he was to obey the orders 
of the Frelldent and Council of Bombay. This de? 
tachment eroded the Jumma tbe latter end of May, 
with Bight and ineflfedfual oppofitton from Ballajee 
Pundit, the chief of tbe Maratta territories de- 
pendent uptm Culpee. In tbe mean time the defign 
which had furnithed the occafion of this expeditkm 
was fuffeted to deep at Bombay, tbe violent ardour 
of that Prefidency for tbe caufe of Ragonaut Row 
oeafing with the removal of the bar which bad been 
laid on the profecudon of it. It produced however 
the principal effeAs intended by the promoters of k. 
Thefe fuddenly aflembling their forces on the 30th of 
March, deprived Nana Furaefe of his authority, and 
invefted Moraba Furorie with it in his dead. This 
cafy revolution, without blood&ed or etwteft, proved 

* Thcfe leucit VSK sppioT^ bjr hit Majeftp’t MhulUrt. 

the 
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tti# eisveme w«!skneis of the Mamtt goTmiMQt« 
aadj^^ &cility trich which the pl«o^ oifeted to 
tbopOdeocy of B^bay, might have bceo executed 
in its full exteoti had they immediately engaged in it. 
When the gentlemen cf Bombay firft beard o£ Colonel 
Ledia’s march, they ordered him to halt i. and a few 
days after, they feot him an order to prolecute his 
march, but without any objeft defcribed, or plan of 
operations propoied, or thought on : thus abandoned 
by the PreBdency of Bombay, Mr. Hadl|gs had re<r 
courfe to other means which were more within the 
ccmpafs of his own diredion, and for which he had 
in feme degree made a provrilion a considerable time 
before, on the prefumption of the utility of which 
it might prove in the event of a rapture with the 
Msrattas. 

When the Supreme Council determined to fend a 
detachment to the other fide of India, the Governor 
General applied to the Raja of Berar to grant his 
permiffion for its free march through his territories, 
with fuch aliiftance as it might require on the way. 
He received an immediate anfwer to bis application 
on fuch terms as he wiihed, and the Raja at the Same 
time &nc a perfon to the banks of the Nurhudda, 
which bounds his dominions to the north, with a 
ftore of grain for the fubfidence of the detachment, 
and orders to attend it through his country, of 
which he advilM Colonel I.eflie, inviting him to 
take that route, and aduring him of bis mod friend* 
ly reception. 

The nominal Soverel^ of the Maratta date, who 
had ianguiih^d in hotiourable cosdnemeot st Satur^ 

H 2 Rajah 
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‘SU^sk KiWn diW'in Dw^bcr, -17^7. Hi 
teft nicr ^hthfoeof aild 'Moodijlec Boofbt, ni^jj^of 
deroT) fa «3 the f«ireft pretiihfbns to d>e 
btiiAg ia dinIt itntal defceat from the ancitot dock, 
aild the adopted fon of Sehoo Rajah, the pfedecdlhr 
Of Ran Rajah, though deprived of his right bp' the 
irtifleea of Bahajee, ^v'ho ’wss the Pdlhwa, wheii 
Sahoo Rajah died. Mr. Haftiogs judged Moodajee 
Boofla to be a prbper perfbo to fupply the place of 
Ragobah, i^the plan odered to the Supreme Council 
for overturning the French influctice at PoOna. He 
pofle^d wealth, power, and a territory extetsdmg 
from the borders of Bengal almoft to Poona. Ra- 
gubah bad aekher wealth nor power, nor had he in- 
fluence to fupply the want of tbefe lequi fires, ex- 
cept what might anfe from the Prcftdcncy of Bom- 
bay taking an aftive part in his favour, and it did 
not then appear that they took any. Mr. Haftings 
wiflied and expeflcd the propofal of an alliance to 
come from Moodtijee, and he had deputed his 
Vackeel to him for that purpof;^ a man of under- 
Aanding, and well inftrufled i but it now became ne- 
oeflary to take a more adlivc and determined parr. 

. On the 7th of July, 177S, advices, deemed wor- 
thy of credit, were received from Cairo that war 
had been declared between Great Britain and France; 
at Paris on the iflch, and in London on the ^orii 
of March. The deftination of Count d'Eftamg's 
fleet was not ‘tlien known, h was very naturally 
fuppofed to be intended again (I Bombs^, and the 
flfA adifices which were received from England 
Ciaded fttll more ftroogly to confirm thi| foi^fixion; 

The 
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The Cbevaiksr St. LiAin -was knortiva to be at 
■jjjpi, and to Inid frequeot cotiferetices with the 
Plwm of the Fafiiwa. The Supreme Council, 
i^rdleis of all perfonal conrequences, determined 
in^otly to take pofleffiou of all the French fettle- 
snenta in Bengal, and of the fhrps in the river.* Ac 
the fame time, they earneftly recommended to the 
Prefidcncy of Fort Sc. George, to commence the 
fiege of Pondicherry immediately, and if poffible to 
feeuit the frlendfbip of Hyder Ally Cawn. It was 
alfo refolved to enter into d negociation with Mooda- 
jee, on the grounds which 1 have mentioned obove. 
Mr. Elliot was deputed on this fervice. Ac 
Cuttack he overtook Mr. Chevalier, the Governor 
of Chandernagore, who had efcaped from that place, 
and was fo far in his way to Pondicherry. Mr. 
Elliot had the addrefs to perfuade Moodajee’s 
Deputy at that place, to confent to his apprehend- 
ing Mr. Chevalier j winch he did, and fent him a 
prifoner to Fort William. By his papers, the re- 
ality of the French fcheme againft us was fully evin- 
ced. He then proceeded towards Naigpore, the 
capital of Berar : the whole fervice could not have 
afforded an agent more proper for fuch an emba^y, 
and Mr. Haftings’s hopes were proportionabiy 
raifed, but as fuddenly blafted by the untimely death 
of that very valuable young man, about a fortnight 
after he had left Cuttack. It is more chan probable 


* The Goreroor General and Council took poiTciTioa of all tht 
French fettlemeats and thetr Flips in the river of Bengal, in cenfe* 
4}uenee of the private advices tianrmitted t6 them from Cairo by 
BaMwin. 


that 
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^ if ^r. EUioC had i^v«d tt Ntigpose, aa^ 
Ufc of thcnofi; bcadici«i confi^nce to tlie 
Iii(£l» Comjpiajr woMki bare, bera concluded 
the E«i«b Berar. 

Cpboel LefltCt when Mr. Elliot died, luidadvao* 
cedlmc izo miles from Cslpee, havi^ employetj 
{b jouicb of his time in &uling the family difputet 
of the Bondella Chiefs. He was recalled from hit 
conmand on the 7th of Oftobec ; but by bis deatb* 
Colonel Goddard had fucceeded to it before the let- 
ter reached the camp, 

Cdoael Goddard immediately profecuted hji 
march to the banks of the Nerbudda^ and wai 
cn^uwered, on his arrival the;e, to treat with 
Mood^ee. He deputed his interpreter to the Court 
of that Prince } who, in his letter to Mr. Haflings, 
after the death of Mr. Elliot, had delired the nego- 
ciation might be transferred to bis fecretary •, and 
had expreded the flrongeft inclinatioa.to bring it to 
a condufon. 

A fecond, and unexpected revolution was eflfeded 
at Poona on the iCth of June, and Moraba Furnefe 
was imprilbaed, with his principal adherents. Mo- 
raba, before his imprifonmeni, bad made propoftU 
(0 the Pre&dency of Bombay, who had refolved to 
CQfldttd; Ragobah with an army to Poona ^ a cir- 
cumRance well known to Moodajee, who, in confie- 
quence of it, declined the alliance which was pro- 
pofed to him, deeming Ragobah'a interefts incom- 
patible with his own : but with very cordiail profef- 
lions of friendihtp for the Englilh nation, which he 

evinced, 
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^iiiced, ^ famMng t^Ioloiiel GdBSltn! 4i$tti 

4 l 4 ft C8tth^ for bn imitieryi < Coto« 
G«d(faird‘ Advanced toMAis Poona bf ({tiidc 
anarchet. 


'• 1 hive jdreidy diferved that die fiomblf gentle' 
then had readiioied tbeir defign in favour of RigO''’ 
bah. The petiod at which tbcf Fcadutned it was 
unfavourable; Kage^ah's pnneipai adhermta were 
eooiined, and Colonel Goddard, whoft afm^ 
hjr its prefence have infuted fuccefs, was tt a.- cotf-'' 
fiderable diftance. I wifii to relate fads, and not 
to contmeot upon them. On the z^d of Novembet 
the Bombay army, conMing of one hundred and 
forty-three artillery, ftve hundred and fortf-e%hr 
European infantry, two thoufand two hundred and 
fovcoiy Sepoys, and five hundred Lafears, was 
tranfported to the Continent. On the 23d of De* 
cember, they afeended the Gauts, and marched to- 
wards Poona, and on the 9th of January it was de- 
termined to retreat, on account of a fearcity of 
proviiions, although the)' had a fupply for eighteen 
days, and there was but one Ihort day’s march to 
Poona. So much alarmed had the minifters been 
for the event, that, by their agent at Bombay, they 
had ofiered frelh terms to the Governor before the 


army advanced. The commanding officer. Colonel 
Cockbum, when confulced, faid, that he had not a 
doubt of the army’s marching to Poona, but that 
our troths had not been uled to retreat. However,, 
the refohjtkm was not to be altered. The army wai 
formed into three divifions, encumbered with bag- 

gage; 
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gage> and movad off by ^gbt. They >vefi attacked 
by numerous bodies of Marattss, but defeadjjjL 
themfelves with the utmoft bravery, and jlblbud4|Pp 
lofs comparatively fmall, if the length of the 
aj|d the numbers of the foe are conddered. In the 
evening of that day, appitcatioa was made to Nano 
and Sindia, for an undidurbed retreat of the army 
to Bombay ; this was granted, upon the humiliating 
ueimSf that Salcot, and every other acquiGcion by 
the Bombay Government fince the time of Mabdts 
row, Ihould be given up, and that orders Ibould be 
lent to Colonel Goddard, to return with his army to 
Bengal, It is true the Committee * who governed 
that army, gave an exprefs declaration, in writing, 
that they had not the power to bind the Supreme 
Council to the obiervance of thefe terms, and the 
hdaratta Chiefs know it was fo. 

By this fata] check the honour of the Britiih arms 
was carnilhed, the caufe of Ragobah Row given up; 
and, had the treaty been valid, all our conqueds 
upon the Malabar coads ceded to the Marattas. 
That the corps which took the field from Bombay, 
was drong enough to refid the united force of the 
Maratu empire, is beyond a doubt; that it was able 
to furmount every obdruftion which the fuddenly- 
coUeAed army of the Marattas could haVe thrown 
in iti way, is highly probable, (fince two of out 

* The Council of Bombay, on the 4th of Korember, appmute^ 
Mr. Canac, Colonel hgerton, and Mr. Moftyn, a CotnmittM to 
carry their plan into execation j this was called the Paou Conusiti 
tee. Mr. Mofiyn died during the espedtdoa. 


batta- 



£ i6 3 


battalions, with four field pieces, in February-, 
178a, put twenty thoofaad of thetr befi; troops 
untkfijjjtfadajee Sadia to the rout) but that by wait* 
inglP^jthe jon&ion of General Goddard’s army, 
every pafilbiUty of a failure would have been avoid* 
eii, onnot be difputed. 

Colonel Goddard, when he was about three hun* 
dred miiea front Surat, and the fame diftance froni 
Poona, received an order firom the Poona Commie* 
tee to return to Bengal, without any notice being 
taken of the difafter, and retreat of the Bombay 
army ; after mature refieftion, he determined, not* 
withfianding this order, to advance towards Surat. 
On his march, a Vackeel from thejMaratta minifiers 
arrived in hii camp, with a copy of the convention. 
Colonel Goddard denied that the Committee had 
any authority over him, and faid that he was direc- 
ted to march to Bombay for the fecuricy of the Com- 
pany’s poflefiions againft the dcfigos of the Fiench, 
and that he ihould profecute his march. He effec* 
ted his arrival at Surat on the iSch of February, 


» 779 - 

Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Bengal on the 27th of 
March, 1779 > Supreme Council was then com* 
piste, and the Governor General at the firft afllembly 
of the Board, although they had not received a full 
account of the tranfa&tons at Bombay, propofed 
that we Ihould, if poi^ble, conclude a lafiing peace 
with the Marattas, upon the terms of Colonel Up- 
ton’s treaty. His propofal was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and Colonel Goddard appointed the mlaifier of 
this Government. 

The 
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Tfie Supnetne Couoctl ^re as unanhnous.i^ <}!r{«- 
lowing the convention of Worgauni} cbtldadeH 
the t^oona. Committee ; but, anxious for pe||[|||^h 
the l^arattas, and on a fbppoiltion that ^ gRitk- 
men of Bombay might not heartily cooperate #ith 
them, Colonel Goddard was inihufted to ufe bis 
utmolt endeavours to cfTeft a reconcirratlon. All 
ftefe refolutions were momtd by the Governor Ge- 
neral i no mem ber of the Board propofed to avow 
the Convention of Worgaum j upon what grounds 
therefore hath Mr. Haftings fingly been charged as 
the author of the fecond Mafatta war ? 

‘ Colonel, now General, Goddard, w-hen he had re- 
ceived 'his inilrtifbons, communicated his appoint* 
ment to the miniffers at l*oona ; and they deputed a 
’backed to negotiate a treaty of peace with him. 
Before this Vackeel arrived at Surat, Ragobab had 
made bis efcape from the officers of Sindia, who had 
Chaige of his perlbn, and were conveying him to a 
place of confinement. Hb fied to Surat, and Gene- 
fd Goddard i^recd to give him pcrfonal protection j 
ihrormiBg the miniiters at Poona of this unexpeded 
event. The Vackeel arrived at Surat — received our 
cropofats — returned Co Poona, and promited to 
tbrward a categorical anfwer in three weeks. After 
Ibnie delays, during which time General Goddard 
meiVed intelligence that the minifters were negO' 
Hating a treaty with tTy'dcr Ally, and fnaking every 
jj^aration for war, the Vackeel returned' to Surat, 
with* the only terms on which the MarattSu would 
COD&nt to a peace. Theie were, that we ffiostd cedi 

Shketti 
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«Qd4di«er up the p^sibf «f .Jljt«gf,r 
hah TIw»9 wre thetl^fs <^ ihe.3upr«iaa 

Cae tbie ^dUappomtoiepc be 
attributed to a want of zeal for ao aeeotmtHtdation^ 
either' in che Governor General or General God- 
dard? 

General Goddard at the fame tioie received ipteilr 
ligeiKet diat an alliance had been concluded # 
Poona, between Hyder Ally* ahe Maratcas, Ntzatf 
Ally Cawo, and Moodajee Booila. By the principal 
article of it* the Marattas, under Madajec Sindia 
and Tukfjee Holkar, were to ad agaioft Geoer^ 
Goddard in Guzzerat; I^yder Ally was to lAvadp 
the Carnatic; the Nizam the Northern Circars* aad 
Moodajoe Boofla* Bengal. The truth of this incej^ 
iigeooe has fince been fatally con&rtned. The NV 
aaoi, the prejedor of die treaty, aded the pert 
which he did, in revenge; for the Prefidqicy ot 
St. George having concluded an alliance with im 
brother, BazaUt Jung, by which they acquired pol^ 
fedion of the Guntoor Circar; and Hyder Ally 
Cawn veiy itroogly cxpreiTed bis difguft at our ac* 
quifition of chat Circar. This bufmefs will doubc^ 
kfs be fully inveftigated > and it is foreign from my 
£}bjcd CO take any farther notice of it here. Moor 
d^oe BooQa was very unwillingly drawn in to take a 
part agakift ua. Of this there cannot be a doud^ 
as he regularly kept the Governor General informed 
of the ddigns which were fertned againft us, and 
purpofely delayed ^be march of his army uoti ibp 

feafoo of adioo Biould be paft, wtth the hope tbjtf 

la ia 
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ia the lift nios our differeoces with ihit M4tttai 
would have* been accommodated. The Nt2|||l has 
hitherto been tna'ftire, though the original {jjjPl^or 
of the confederacy. 

The army ac Surat was firengtheued by detach- 
tnents from Bombay and Fort St. George j and Ge« 
neral Goddard was furnifhed with difcrerional orders, 
fliould the treaty with the Marattas prove abortive^ 
He took the field in December, 1779 ; and fgon af* 
ter concluded a treaty with Futty Sing Guicawar, by 
which the extenfive province of Guzzerat was equal* 
ly divided between the Eafi-India Company and him, 
He immediately advanced towards Ahmcdabad, the 
capital of that part of Guzzerat which was in the 
pofleffipn of the Marattas. This place our troops 
took by ftorm ; a conqueft which added greatly to 
Che fplendour of our arms. In three months he en-r 
tirely fubdued the whole province. Madajee Sindia, 
who had aiTemblcd the Maratta forces, wzs march* 
ing with an intent to relieve Abmedabad, not fup* 
pofiog that we fliould fo Toon be in pofielfion of it. 
Ceneral Goddard, leaving a garrifon in this place, 
ndvanced towards the Maratta army to ofier them 
battle ; which, notwithfianding their great fupenori* 
ty of numbers, and the unfortunate event of the 
Bombay expedition, which muft naturally have 


diflihl them, their General declined upon every oc* 

mil mltons was' General Goddard, knowing the 
IjMii conlequenee of engaging the Marion army, 
ftilniotfae adof April, 1780, he left his army oa 
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llltlr grraitd, and advanced to. fioma the enemy*! 

f p at the head of two hondnd &itq^eans, tea 
paniea of grenadier Sepoys, , three battalions 
of Sepoys, two twelve and ten fiz-pounderi, with 
the firft regionent of Cavalry and theCaiodahar horfet 
with this force, fo greatly interior to the troops that 
retreated before the Maratta army the preceding year, 
he advanced, paiTed their principal guards, andin-* 
(lantly attacked the main body drawn up ready to 
receive him. Our artillery did great cxecutioa 
amongft their numerous cavalry, and in an hoar 
from the commencement of the aftion they retrciied, 
after a confiderable lofs ; nor did a llngle horiemaa 
appear to moleft our army in its return to campr 
Every adion of this campaign was equally glortous 
to our arms. Captain John Campbell, of the Ben- 
gal eftabliihment, was detached with a foraging 
party to a confiderable diftance from their camp ; 
and on his return with a large convoy of provilions, 
he was attacked by Sindia at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, the fiower of the Maratta army. 
Captain Campbell formed his detachment, coofifting 
of two battalions of Sepoys, and four field pieces, 
to the belt advantage, repulfed the Maractas, who 
lofi between five and fix hundred men, many of 
whom were killed by the fire of the flank compor 
nies of our line. Captain Campbell, after thia fos 
markable adlion, joined General Goddard withtHit 
the lofs of a man, or of any part of his oonvdf^ 
Lieutenant Welfli, the Bengal eftabUfluMstC, 
was detached by General Goddard on thb gd of 

May, 
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ihi tbodaifdt 

hk ftMfe'fOAfifted «f ifae firft rc^oKnc of cav^ 
mi « %itM}nn . of Sepoya. Lieutenant w 4 K 
must he i»fi pctfornaed hia marcb, fouedt by 
faipolMiag tlie- time vbklf reinaioed, that tf he 
maftiHl for his infantry, he fliouki not arrive befoie 
^jr break in the enemy’s.camp. He tJiercfore came 
to thr%>irital refiilutna of adrancing at the head of 
riv vatsiff only ; with this force be entered the Ma« 
tatt»cacDp,jaod feized the enemy’s cannon, which he 
OtfXed’ttpoB them in thctf flight. The rout was g&. 
send.' The commanding officer and a great number 
of dieMaratCM were killed ; and the arullerjr, bazar, 
amoannitioB, &c. fell into our hapds.’* No vidory 
wMbe more deciflve i and this officer had the good 
ftmine fboo afeer to get po^iffion of two forts, which 
ittirdy completed the conqueft of Guzzerat. 

'Mi^riwbes, of the Bengal eftaWiffiment, at the 
faemi of two battalioni of Sepoys, effitdualLy fucw 
prised and routed a body of 7000 Marattas, and wkh 
Siw a( 5 baa dfded Che campaign of 1780, both par* 
fief Jctking Co winter quartm for the rainy foefom 
peaenl Goddard comaienced the prefent campaign 
hy the conqueft of the important fort of Baflein, and 
|qp f .'deciflve vifbory over the Maratta army, which 
Ih# keetk font to reliefe the place. The Marattas 
tkccofolrei deeply fee] the iofs of this importasc for* 
tnfi, which diey had taken from the Fortuguefo af» 
tkra fiege of two years* 

, MW return to the tea&fa&ioQi in Bengali whert 
Ae neafores propofod by Mr. Haftiiigiwece atteodp 
rtsritb the molt brilliant advantages. 


"When 
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Whitt ^ (bttttd, hy C i w tn i 

O^dard’s tktt we bad tto iltt^ 4^ «« 

Wlk)titiiittdaif<m M^rth the Marattas» be eom^udcd 
that tbe only mode of bringing liettt ia ote eanH 
paign to reafointble terms would b4 by attiskit^ 
them in every quarter ; for this purpoie be entered 
into a treaty with rhe Rasa of Gohid, aft bidepeiN 
dent prince, whole country had been iovaded by 
them. Mr. Haftings’s moctves for enteri(^4tt;o tidi 
alliance were, to diftrefs the Maratcas, by tfiakisg t 
confulerablc diverfion in one of their beft provinces,* 
in conju6tion with the Rana‘s forces, and, if poffibh, 
to acquire poifcnion of the important fortrefs of Gua^- 
lier. But be iad another view, which would dfistSual* 
)y have humbled the Maratus, and in which he mttft 
have fucceeded, if the dillracled ftatc of our Govem" 
Rient, and the continual reports of his difmiffiott 
from his flatton, had not deterred the Rajahs depeiv* 
dent upon tbem from entering into a cloler Connect 
tion with us. 

The principal revenues and refourcea of the Ma* 
rattas arife from the annual tribute paid to them by 
the Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore, Zeynagur, Bo- 
paul, Narva, Bundlecund, 8tc. &c. Thefie Princes, 
who take every opportunity of evading their pay- 
ments, had now a fair opportuttity of ihidting off 
their dependaoce. And had tbe Government of Beii- * 
gal been at liberty to have exerted itCdf at this time, 
or had not an idea of a change of men and modim 
unhappily been induftriouBy propagated thrcra||||^Killt 
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{ndoftap, tfw^Marttis w« 

ded our. own terms many months ago« , 

1 wi^ sow proceed to rcUte die importanc cotip' 
which were produced by our alliance with 
ihe Raoa of Gohidj fmall as his dominions may ^ 
When the treaty was concluded* the Marattas wese 
is podelSon of the heft part of bis country. Ma^ 
Popham, at the head of ttooo Sepoys, 40 European 
artUleiyi^a body of lao horfe, and 4 field pieces^r 
fix'poiuider^ marched to his alfiftance. With this 
little army, he in x few months drove the Marattas 
out of the Rana’s country, purfued them, and en* 
tirely conquered one of their provinces, producing 
an ^onual revenue of fix lacks of rupees. In the 
courfe of this fervice be took feveral forts, beat up 
the.Maratta camp j nor were all the efforts of above 
|t 5,000 Maratus able to oppofe the fuccefs of his 
gallant little army. The moft important adion (till 
remains to be related. When Major Popham’s de- 
tachment had cantoned {(X the rains, Mr. Haftings 
propofed to him to make an attempt upon Gualier, 
He knew this place to be fo ffrong, that it never 
could be taken by regular approaches) and be knew 
too, that the enemy, confident in the natural ffrength 
of the place, would be more liable to be furprized. 
The importance of the conqueft may be well con- 
caved when it is known, that by all ranks of men 
in ^1 ages, this place has been denominated. The 
impregnable Fortrefs of Gualier. As fuch, Giloncl 
Pow fpeaks of it in feveral pans of bis Hifbry of 
ladoftan. 


la 
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ih yft rehim xntf aaitohjr, b| 

an o^tii<m tt^ndi the 'natives hate, QOt,0lity of onr* 
fopiJliar geohil fer war, but aUb tMir fortune, 
Ssxih tdBincpa^t at fuch a'thne, wodid be eijual m 
the tnoft deciiive vidofy in the field. I betieVtf there 
was not a than in Bengal who difiered in Upinion 
with Mr. Hafthgs as to the importance of this plach} 
but I wen rerriembcr whten the treaty with thi !tana' 
of Gohid was concluded, the impoflibiiity 6j' mi 
getting poflefiion of Gualicr was frecjtiently men* 
tioned. Major Pophant, who by the furprize of thiit 
place, has acquired immortal honour in India, had 
the good fortune to receive feme important iu* 
formation froil a party of Mewattes, who had 
found flucans to enter the place by night at dlfiV- 
rent times, ’ 

He employed fpies to examine the place where 
thefe men had entered, and from their report con- 
ceived the defign to be poifible In compliance Vith 
Mr. Haftiogs*s repeated folicitations, and guided hf 
his own judgment, he made every preparation for 
the attempt with the utmoB fecrefy, only two perfons 
being privy to it. The night before the execution 
of it, he wrote to the Governor General, informed 
hhn that the attempt was to be made early the nejrt 
morning, and he hoped in cafe of failure, that Mr. 
Haftings would do him the juftice to fay, it w'as 
at his defire that he had undertaken an enterprise, 
which, if it failed, would btf denominated ralb and 
impraifbcabfe; if it faceeeded, would redound ms 
much to the honour of the Governor General, by 

K wkofe 
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irbofe advkeU was vndertakenf a$ of ijtoic ^ whonii 

was execufiid. The fuccefs was equal to the fi)i> 
rit and prudence of the a^on ; it was taken |j|i( tbe> 
4th of Auguft} i7Sot and that with the trifling of 
^ Sepoys wounded. 

It is impoflible to defcelbe the defpon/lenpy of 
die Marattas upon this important event. The whole 
rountry adjoining to Guaher was immediately eva- 
cuated by their troops, and our military reputation, 
propcRtionably raifed. I his was the favourable mo* 
ment for us, and if Mr. Haflings could have pro- 
fited by it, as be w iihed to have done, the power 
of the Marattas in India, would have funk at once. 
Mr. Haflings, previous to the capture of Gualier, 
had propofed to form a (trong detachment in Gohid, 
for the purpofe of advancing into the province of 
Malwa, the country of Sindia, the Maratca general. 
In this the Governor General was over ruled; al- 
tiiough he had every reafon to believe, that in the 
conduft of chat branch of adminiftration he was to 
meet with no oppofulon. If the detachment had been 
fatrmed, as Mr. Haftings had propofed, the capture 
of Gualicr enfured us the utmoft fuccels in its ope- 
rations. 

General Goddard had earneflly prelled the Go- 
vernor General and Council to invade the province 
of Malwa, which would have diverted the attention 
of ^ndia from Guzzerac; and one campaign would 
have finilbed the war with honour and advantage on 
our fide. An event which no Member (tf the Board 
more caroefily wiibed to fee accompliibed than 

Mr, 
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'Mr, particularly u Hyder Ally Cawil 

tad) Bi Jtdyi 17 So, invaded the Carhadc, vhere 
eur .&rcei -were utterly unprepared to receive 
him. 

On the 19th of September an exprefs arrived in 
Calcutta from the Secret ComittHtee of Fort St- 
George, informing the Supreme Council that the 
flower of their army had been cut off or taken pri> 
foners by Hyder Ally, and that Sir Hcdor Munro, 
with the part of the forces under bis command, had 
retreated to the mount with the lofs of his baggage 
and part of his artillery. This intelligence was ac* 
companicd by advice that a confidcrable French fleet, 
with land forces on board, were on their way to 
India. 

This important intelligence left little room for 
deliberation, and at the firft meeting of the Board, 
the Governor General propofed that Sir Eyre Cootc 
Ihould be requefted to take the command of the army 
at Madras. That a reinforcement of Europeans 
ihould be fent to the coatt by fea, with a fupply of 
fifteen lacks of rupees ; and that a large dctachmeait 
of Sepoys ihould be formed to march to the Car- 
natic as foon as the feafon would permit. That an 
inftant offer of peace Ihould be made to the Marattas 
upon terms fo advantageous to them, as almoft to 
enfurc their acceptance of them. The feafon was 
fo far advanced that the embarkation of troops 
would be attended with difficulty and danger. But 
the Governor General, juftly confidering that every 
K Z Jilquc 
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^rq«c WI» to W roo^,whea prol)ahly*st^f ^fff 
,exi(l£n(;)B t)^ Cpaipsoy voukl dej^djuppa 

fMpiM <^^7 inferior condderatuui,^ Mr. 
FrancU oppoled the erabarkttion of the troops, aofl 
wG^l^ ooly agree to (even lack of rupees being ilenc 
(rain Bengal, However, all thefe motions were ^ 
cried by the mi^rity: and Sir Eyre Coqte,' with fitc 
hundred and forty Europeans, fifteen lacks of ru- 
pees, and a great fupply of proviftons arrived at 
Madras, in lefs than two months, computed from 
the return of the army under Sir He^ Munro, at 
the mount on the J4th of September, to the arrival 
of the laft Ihip of the Sect, the Duke of Kingfton, 
at Fort St, George, on the 5th of Nov.cmber, U 
will undoubtedly redeft great honour upon Mr. 
Mailings and Sir Eyre Coote, that they had fpirit 
enough to aSbrd fuch extraordinary aids to the Pr«. 
iidency of Fort St. George, at a fcafon in which the 
pavigation from Bengal to Madras had hitherto been 
incerdifled on account of the dangers which attend-, 
ed it. 

' I have related as briedy and as clearly as 1 was 
able, the tile and progrefs of the Maratta war, from 
the i2th of December, 1777, to the clofc of the 
year 1780. Upon what ground or fuggcllion this 
war cap be attributed to Mr, Haftinga, let every man 
judge wi^ reads this account. 

Theoccafion of the war ryas planned and executed 
wfehowt the knowledge or previous CQoftnt of the 
Governor General, who had another participation in 

it 



I 7h r 

irimdin^ bfM 

fot the fi^ort Ckf i3^ itAd^ajljsa % thf 

Prendc’ncy of Bombsy if they.fuG^eede^A^ihr 
IMxOnrvatton if they fiHed« The Court of Dii«<$on 
jhfve wam^y approved of the eiwrdops mildewy 
Gpvoii'neocof Bengal. Colonel Goiildvd strived 
^onably fpr the preiervation of Beotfasy, and fof 
the redemption of the national honpufi vldcli hsd 
.without it been irretrievably loH;. Qur fuccei^ m 
every part, after the Marattas had rgedted all rea* 
fqoable terms of accotnmadatiion, gave the Cfovcroor 
General the ftrongeft hoj>es of fpccdily icrtnitwjting 
it by fuel] advantages as ihould have amply reoo^ 
jpea^d the Company for the expences which had aCr 
tended it, and the calamities with which it had 
commenced. In the midft of our fuccedea, anothey 
and more Interefling occahon called for the exeniop 
of the Government of Bengal. The prefemtioo o( 
fortSL George depended upon their refnludwi* 
The naisfortuoes upon the coaft cannot be attribuced 
to Mr. Haftings. If the general opinion is to have 
weight, the invalion of the Carnatic migbc: have 
been prevented by the aiSrmbly of our army in the 
month of June. If the confeiEon of the Niaam ' 
Mr. Holland may be credited, (and it is cQohrtae4 
by the evidence of the moft public notoriety) that 
invafton was the foie eded of a confederacy formed 
at his inftigarion, and didated by his refeotmentt of 
the infrifigements made by the Scled Committee of 
fort St, George on his rights obtained by .the 

uealf 
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tmxy fubfiSi^g.tiietween hin and tlie ttil 

3 iU tiatoral iq^heoSon of hofiiUties, ifitea^ by 
that govemmenc agamfl him. 

When Mr. Haftings propofed to conclude a treaty 
ipf peace mth che-Marattas, he recommended to the 
Board to form the trea^ in Calcutta, to fend it eace* 
cuted by the Supreme Council, to Moodajee Booda, 
the Rajah of Berar, who had repeatedly ofitred hiai< 
felf.as mediator between our Government and the 
Matattas. Thi$ treaty was rejefted, and the reafon 
was obvious i Hyder Ally Cawn had cut off a third 
of our army. He had taken Arcot, when he was 
prodaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. He had boaft^ 
ed. that he would prevent the EnglUh army front 
moving fron) the Mount, and that be was to be join* 
od in a month by 3000 French regulars from the 
Iflands, when he would commence the fiege of Fort 
Sr. George. The French fleet, fix fail of the line and 
five frigates, appeared on the coaft of Coromandel. 
Under thefe circumftances, the Marattas deeming our 
fituacion a defperate one, rge6led all treaty, except 
upon the moft difgraceful terms to us. 

Sir Eyre Coote took the field on the 23d of Jaoua* 
tj, 1781. On his march to Pondicherry, he rc- 
peate^y offered batde to Hyder Ally Cawn. 

His detachments were upon all occafions fuccefs- 
frit, againft every fuperiority of numbers. The army 
under his command vm the fined that ever took the 
field in India, in point of difcipline and numbers, 
and completely provided with artillery and military 
Bores. The men were eager ip revenge the late de- 
fray 
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fiait' lie&udioB of 'thnr c ompite w oy. The 
French 6ecc, after aj^NSariiig off Madras, on ther 
39th of Janoarf, went oS wkhMQtevCa rnakii^ ao 
attempt to deftroy the (hips ia that road, in whids 
they moft have fueoeeded. The fleet had not a fiia* 
gle foidier bn board, except fheit marines, and on a 
r^rt that Sir Edward Hughes was retoming fl:om 
Bombay to the coa& of Coromandel, quitted the eoafl; 
on the idth of February, and returned to the iflaods* 
In addition to the army under the command of &r 
Eyre Codte, Colonel Pearfe was idvandng from 
Bengal with ten battalions of Sepoys and twenty 
pieces of cannon. This force would arrive in 
the neighbourhood of Madras in the month of 
June. 

The Marattai at the commencement bf this camo 
paign, had been defeated in a general aftion by Ge- 
neral Goddard, who the day after took the fort of 
Baflein. Lieutenant Colonel Camac, advancing at 
the head of twelve battalions of Sepoys to the pro- 
vince of Malwa, has had the good fortune to gain a 
complete vidory againft an army of 30,000 men, 
commanded by Sindia in perfon, the effeft of which 
mull: be greatly beneficial to General Goddard’s de- 
ligns. Gualier was garrtlbned.by our troops, and 
by that means a fafe communication was preload 
with the dominions of our ally the Yiaier. Ou( 
forces in Bengal were fo ftationed, a» to prevent 
all danger from an invaflon, ihould it be attempted. 
Thdcflurourable circundhmees make an boncraiable 
peace with the Marattai a probable event. 

in 
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Tn thid r e ifaff tbe rife »d pK^refs of ftr Ms* 
lotta war, ]xv\t be retnembered, that the in»i) de-* 
l^n. of narebtng ao umf acrds India, was not to 
aflSft tbe Prefidency of Bombay in the exectnion of 
fkiirofiginid pian, bot to lupport riiem in the oon^ 
lecpfieMes of ft to u«, and to proteft the interefts of 
tbe Eaft-India Company from the ef&6ts of a con* 
ftoftiofi aretl known to be formed bettreen the ruling 
■mihber of the Maratra flare and the avowed agent 
of^be'King of France. General Goddard very op- 
portunely arrived at Surat for the prefervation of 
Bombay. The Governor General, w ho faw in as 
ftronga light at any other meiuber of the Board, the 
difadvancages even of a fucce&ful war with the Ma- 
rattas, (however great the neceffity might be of re- 
lieving our military reputation) (hould the opera- 
tions be continued beyond one campaign, propofed 
to them the molt equitable terms of peace ; and in a 
fctwnr which he bimfelf drew up to the Committee at 
Bombay, the Supreme Council obferve, ” Having 
** given full powers to Colonel Goddard to nego* 
« date and conclude a peace with the Marattas, we 
•* have only to repeat, that we look to the iflRie 
** of thae commiffioD as our pimary objeft, and the 

rerminatioi) of all odr political views on- your fide 
♦* of India, if it prove fuccefsful.” To Colonel 
Goddard, the Board obferve, *' Our firfl defire is to 
*• obtain pace.” 

• When Ragoaaut Row had efcapd ftbm Madajee 
Sindie, Md had joined General Goddard-, who coin 
fented to give him prfonal protedton, the Supreme 

Council, 
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Council ^prove of its being continued to him, pro* 
vidcd be fball not attempt to defeat the eflFea of 
your negociations, to which you are to give your 
“ entire attention without regard to any other confi- 
*» deration.” With fuch proofs of Mr. Haftings’s 
fincere difpofitlon to accommodate our differences 
with the Marattas, what are the grounds to fuppofe 
he was lefs inclined to a pacification than Mr. Fran* 
CIS, or any other member of the Board ? The Go- 
vernor General was not at all involved in the difgrace 
which the gentlemen of Bombay had incurred by 
their ill-timed expedition •, on the contrary, the 
Court of Directors had conveyed to him, by an ex- 
prefs over land, their approbation of the part which 
he had taken in their adairs. The anfwcr of the 
Poona Durbar to our propofals was conveyed in few 
words. “ They would only confent to a peace on 
thefe conditions : That we fhould give up the per- 
Ton of Ragobah, and cede the ifland of Sdlfette to 
“ them.” Was it even propofcd by any member of 
the Supreme Council to purebafe a peace by fuch 
conceiTions ? It was not. The war was therefore a 
war of neceflity on our part ; and from this moment 
it ought to have been profecuted with the utmofl; vi- 
gour. Thwarted and oppofed as the Governor Ge- 
neral was, the brilliant fuccefies which have attended 
our arms will fully prove what our Government 
when united may be capable of. 

That I might not break in upon the narrauve of 
the Maratta war, I have paffed over the other tranl* 
aftions of Government during that period. The 
L refolution 
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refbluc’ion to oftfnnence hoftil.tiesagainft thf Frendi, 
on thc7th of Jnlvj 1778, befuie any regular acivtccs 
of a rnj)n)ie hail been received from England, re- 
flc&s honour upon everv rpember of the Supreme 
Council in proportion to the leljionfibility which each 
incurred by fo fp'ntcd a mrafurc. The celerity with 
which two fiiips of 40 guns each were hrred out, 
and joined Sir Kdw aid Vtrnon before Pnndicherrv, 
arriving there againll the monfoon, in ieis than two 
months from the day when they were ordered to be 
equipped, the plan firmed for the deicnce of the 
river, when the deftination of tl.c Toulon fleet was 
vnknown, the reinfoncments ortlercd to be raifed for 
the army, the difpofrion of our fjrcei, and the af- 
iembly of the militia, are fobftantial proofs of tl>e 
attention of the Governor General and Council to 
the prefervatioo of the valuable empire committed 
to their charge, and the fpirit which animated all 
ranks of men living under their Government. 

Why the French mifled fo favourable an opportu- 
nity of attacking us on the Malabar coaft w'e know 
not, but it would have been a very poor fatisfattinii 
to his country if Mr. Haftings had flopped the 
march of the aWny deftined for the prefcrvation of 
Bombay, at fo critteal a period, either on account 
of the experrte ^tending it, or to add ftlll more to 
tbe fecurit^ of Bengal, already well fecured, if that 
place had been attacked the following year. The 
majority of the fupreme Council therefore determined 
• at this time, that their army ftiould advance ; and 
the Governor General had the ftrongeft and belt 

founded 
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founded expeflations of carrying the projcfted alli- 
ance with Mowlrtjee Boofla into extcuiion j which 
was intended efK-ftuaHy to pieclude die Ficnch nacioa 
from icrntunal poflelfions m every jiarc of India. 

The tempoiary agreement between the Governor 
General and Mr. Francis, and the extraordinary 
event it produced, are iaifts, the elucidation of which 
is difagrccable. Certain it is ibnie agreement was 
made as to the condudl of the war, as certain that 
Mr. Ballings, as well before as in the meetings which 
he had with Mr. Francis, infifled, that as the whole 
relponfibility of the war with the Marattas was, by 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Vv'’hcler, thrown upon him, 
he fhould have the entire condud of it, and as cer- 
tain that the perfons in Mr. Haftings’s confidence 
underftood that was agreed to. 

The Governor General’s plan for carrying on the 
war was coiifclTcdly the beft that could liave bten 
propofed. The operations of a fmall army the laft 
cam[)a!gn had put us in poflellion of an extenfive 
coiinrr)', bad confidcrably added to our military re- 
putation ; and during the rains, that very fcafon in 
which Mr. Francis contended nothing could be done, 
Major Popham took the important fortress of Gua- 
Jier. By Mr. Francis’s oppofition to the Governor 
General’s plan, our army, w'hich was formed the laft 
campaign, was diftreffed for pay, and continued in- 
adlive, when it might have moved with great efifedt ; 
that army which muft have fb completely divided the 
forces and the attention of the Marattas, and made 
us luccefsful in every quarter, 
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The plan ^htch Mr. Haftings propofed for car* 
rylng on the Maratta war exadly correfpooded with 
one drawn up by an excellent officer, Lieutenant* 
Colonel Upton, of whom Mr, Francis himfclf had 
the highefl: opinion. This gentleman had travelled 
to Poona by land, and his lentiments were certainly 
a ftrong confirmation of the propriety of the Gover- 
nor General’s propofitions. The great expences of 
the war are doubtlcfs to be lamented j but there are 
feafons when great ex[iences are abfolutely necefiary ; 
nor can a Government, like ours, hope to be fccure, 
if in time of war we are contented to guard our fron- 
tier only. This we mud do at a confiderable 
expence, and with the lofs of reputation ; but 
by invading the dominions of our enemies, 
we have kept them at home, we have deprived 
them of refoorccs for carrying on the war, we 
have infufed fuch a degree of fpint into the native 
troops in our fcrvice, that they look upon themfelves 
as invincible when headed by Britifh officers ; and 
the conquefts which we have made would have 
amply repaid us for all our expences, had the inva- 
/lon of the Carnatic not taken place. 

The Governor General would have had no diffi- 
culty in extending the influence of the Company 
through all the countries now dependent upon the 
Marattas, if the native powers of India had had the 
fame opinion of the continuance of his authority, 
as was univerfally entertained of his Aiperlor abilities 
and good fortune. But unfortunately, Mr. Haf- 
tings, notwithflanding his uemoft effionSk could ne- 
ver 



ver efface thofe ideas which had fo generaH7 been 
conceived from Benares to Dehly, and in the Dccan, 
of his fpeedy removal from the Gorernmenc of 
Bengal. 

Before Sir Eyre Coote’s arrival, it was univcrfally 
given out by the friends of Mr. Francis, that he 
would undoubtedly take a decided part againft Mr. 
Haflings. Thefc declarations fo often repeated, 
made a deep impreflion upon our allies, and were 
attended with very ferious confequenccs. I will 
mention one that immediately occurs to me. 

When our military eftablifhment was confiderably 
increafed, in conlequence of the war with France, 
Mr. Haflings thought it reafonable that Cheyt Sing, 
the Raja of Benares, and a vaffal of the Company, 
fhould pay a proportion of an expence incurred for 
our common defence. This he fixed at five lacks of 
rupees per annum, and the Raja was with fome dif- 
ficulty prevailed upon to advance this fum, but he 
pofirively refufcd to continue the payment beyond 
the firft year j and in this refolution he was con- 
firmed by a knowledge of Mr. Francis’s fenriments, 
who difapproved of any compulfion being ufcd for 
the continuance of the payment. The intrigues of 
the Raja’s Vackeel in Calcutta, previous to the Gene- 
ral s arrival, were very well known > but as Sir Eyre 
Coote fupported the authority of the Governor Ge- 
neral, the Raja was obliged, not only to pay five 
lacks of rupees for another year, but in addition to 
it, the expences incurred by the march of two bat- 
talions to Benares, for the purpofe of enforcing the 

payment. 
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payment, if he fliduld continue obftinate. If the 
Kajah had not received the moft pofitve aflHiaaces 
from his agent at Calcutta, that Mr. Francis Avas 
on the point of fucceedmg to the (iovernment, he 
never would have reduced Mr. llaOings to the ne- 
ceffity of taking fo violent a nual'ure, for the fup- 
port of his own authority and the Company’s in- 
terefts. 

If the expeiflation of a change in Bengal had been 
produftive of no effefts more dctrinaental to the pub- 
lic fervice than the contemptible oppolition oi the 
Raja of Benares, it had been fortunate j but inde- 
pendent of the great relaxation of Government in 
our own provinces, which was, and always muft be 
the confequence of it, fuch an expedlation very effen- 
tially interfered with the only plan by which the 
Maratta war could be brought to a fpcedy and fuc- 
ccfsful termination. The Rajas of Jaynagur, Naiva, 
Bundlecund, &c. were all, 1 can affirm from the 
beft authority, eager to throw off their dependence 
upon ^the Marattas •, the fiighteft affiflance from us 
would have enabled them to do it. The luccelsful 
operations of Major Popham’s little army has very 
probably produced this effedt, if a peaip is not yet 
concluded. 

Our political influence was extended immediately 
upon Mr. Haffings’s acceffion to the chair. Every 
power in India has an agent in Calcutta ; and thefe 
men regulatiy tranffiiit to their principals the intelli- 
gence of the day. Influenced by the intelligence 
thus received, they have univerfally dreaded, and 
exptdcd Mr. Haflir.gs’s removal, and have been 

deterred 
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deterred from taking j»rt with fo unftcady a Go- 
vernment. 

Mr, Francis will excufc me for obferving that he 
is reft^onfibk for the fi'al confequcnce which follow- 
ed, from the opinion of a change in the Govern- 
ment being io univufal. The paragraphs of the 
general letters, from the direction which refleded 
moft feverely upon Air. Haflings, were inciuftrioufly 
circulated i Mr. Fiancis, in the mofl. unreferved 
iTicUiner, exprefild his certainty of fucceeding him 
in a few nioiitiis nor could all the efforts of Mr. 
Middleton at Lucknow, or Mr. Graham at Benares, 
obviate the bad effeds which fuch pofitive declara- 
tions produced throughout Indoftan. I affirm, no- 
thing can be fo detrimental to the imerefts of the 
Bmilh nation in India, as a divided or unfettled ad- 
ininiftiation in Bengal, and whatever lyftem the 
('ourt of Liredors may adopt in future, or whom- 
ever ihey may think proper to employ, they ought 
to give the luling nitmbeis every public fupport in 
their pow er. 1 he hands of Government fiiould be 
Iticngcl'cncd by evtry poffiblc means. Piofperlty 
attended the confiJer.ee w-hich they placed in Mr. 
idallings i and levctle of fortune, the dmiinucion, or 
more propeil) the annihilation of his authority. 

I now beg leave to offer a few remarks upon the 
ftate of our affairs in India. 

Our fftuation is indeed fo very alarming, that 
there are many men who will believe, and many 
more who will affed to btlieve them irretrievable ; 1 
muff confefs that it will retjuire all the abilities, the 
integrity, and the brmnefs of the Governor General, 

with 
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with every poflible degree of fupport that can be 
given from home, to reilore Bengal to its former 
profperity ; but that Mr. Haftmgs will cfFeft this, if 
be is treated with that confidence which his great 
and impotant fervices entitle him to exped, I have 
pot the fmalleft doubt. 

What was our fituation in Bengal, when Mr. 
Haft’ngs arrived there in i77z ; and what is it at 
this time ? To bring this fubjeiH; to one point of 
view, I muft recapitulate what 1 have already ob> 
ferved. At the former period, the Company's debt 
at intereft was above one hundred and twenty lacks. 
The Court of Direftors the feafon before had 
been drawn upon for one hundred and twenty lacks. 
There was no profpe£l of providing future inveft- 
ments but by an increafe of the bond debt, as our 
civil and military expcnces were barely defrayed by 
the annual revenues. In one )ear only what a 
change was eftefted. The alliance with Sujah Dow- 
l«ih brought fuch an ample fupply of treafure into 
Bengal, that every fervice was fully provided for, 
and the bond-debt reduced. Until this period, our 
foreign connexions only ferved to accelerate the ruin 
of our provinces, by draining them of the little fpecic 
that remained in them. 

No one good effeX was experienced from our al- 
liance with Sujah Dowlah, before Mr. Haftings’s 
accefTion to the chair ; an entire brigade kept at 
Allahabad, which was paid by the cxpoitation of 
filver from Bengal, was a yuin. 

A very confiderable fura was faved by the reduc- 
tion of the fllpends paid to the Nabob and his 

minifters. 
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i^tTiflers. la thu particular,' where the inters of 
' the Company was concerned, Mr, Haftings paid a 
pf^ted. attention to the orders of the Court of Di* 
redtors. At tlw feafon when the Supreme 
arrived, our inveftment was fo confiderably increaf- 
cd, that two extra Ihips, the Anfon and the Nor-* 
thumberland, were fent home. The following year 
we obtained a clear additional revenue of twenty-*^ 
four lacks from Benares, and the expence of at leaft 
a third of our army was defrayed by the Vixier* 
Thefe beneScial advantages are the refult of Mr. 
Haftiags’s treaty of 1773 ; a treaty which the majo-^ 
rity of the Supreme Council decried in all its parts 
tne hrA month 0/ their arrival. China, Bombay^ 
and Madras, have been fupplied with treafure to a 
very confiderable amount] and the annual inveA* 
mentfrom 1774 to 1779, was confiderably above % 
million Aerling each year. The bond-debt was in- 
tirely paid off, and a large balance of caAi in our 
treafury. 1 had forgot to mention the eredion of 
public granaries, by which the return of famine, 
which fo depopulated that country, is totally pre- 
vented. 

A feries of events which I have already related 
brought on the Maratta war', a war in Europe 
obliged us to increafe our military eAabliAmieat 
very confiderably, to provide a marine force, to re-« 
inforce Sir Edward Vernon, and for the defence of 
the river. Thcic exertions were attended with addi- 
tional expence, but they were abfolutely neceAaryi> 
and have been fully approved of at home.* The 
French, contrary to t'lcir ufual policy, miffed tbf 
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opportunity ivbieli they ev«r cettl<} htft hdl 
fheir 'itiftoeiice in India. Why they «rttra' 
fo remifd nhe know not ; bnt what woub} Mr* liaf*' 
tingtlia^t deferred, had be mken no to aouii> 
tenift their intrigues at Poona, and in ooniequetttie' 
«f thens two regiments and a hundred French offi' 
dfcfo’ had ianded at Chouie. When our fucceika 
the Marattas gatre ua every reaibn to expeft 
an hoRotirabie peace, the Carnatic was invaded. 
THift ua# a frefli demand upon Bengal for men, 
foohey, ahd provifions. The elertions of the Cover 
aer CcMial and Sir T.yre Cootc, have faved Fort St. 
Ceerge. After fo many great drains from our trea- 
ftipy, after fbppening ait expenfive war againft the 
Ma)‘attai^ and affording Bombay fuch effedual 
offiftance ift eafh, ptoviftons, and flotts, after doi>> 
•ling owp tnveibnent for many years, that' debt 
which, when Mr. Hailings came to the chair, was 
above one hundred and twenty lacks, was, on the 
ti^th of December lad, only fixty>{ix lacks of cur- 
nent rupees, and we had eighty-eight lacks of goods 
in the Company’s warehouTes. 

I have already dated my reafons for fuppoTing 
fttat vre are now at peace with the Marattas. An 
accommodation with Hyder Ally, or his entire 
overthrow, mud ibon follow. When thefe events 
have taken place^ our military edabifhment may be 
confiderably reduced v the Prefidency of Bombay 
mod fdlppre its expenca from the revenues ariiing 
ftom theft late aeqaifitioos. The Carnatic canno: 
tecover itfelf for many years. Before its invalion, 
^ ^ntiy was idmoft mined, and the Nabob either 

-wanted. 
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<xpcftcc*. 

Tbe Government of Bengal mtift iiipply Bombay 
and Madras with calfa, as it has oonftsntly done, 
if their own refources> ^ inadequate to Ihetr dif* 
fcurfements. And from the revenues of Bengal aufft 
the intereft of their bend debts be paid. This I 
oantend can eaiily be done, if fonoe care is taken to 
prevent Bengal tram being tnineccflari!]rdfainfld.of 
its fpede, and if foreign trade is properly encoM* 
caged. To effect thefe points, the Court cf Dintct 
tors muft (iK upon fome equitable mode, by U’hkh 
the private fortunes of their fervants can be remitted 
to England. At prefenc they arc under as abfolute 
oeceflity either of fending their fortunes home- in 
caib, which is ruinous to Bengal, or of knding thek 
money to foreigners, by which means the Company's 
laies in England muft be eBentially injured. 

If foreigners (hould once be under the necdGty of 
bringing bullion to Bcu^al to purchafe cargoes, fwch 
a Bow of tre^ure to our exhaufted provinces would 
amply compenfate for a trifling dtmiaucion of the 
public Tales in England ; and if the Cmnpany’a {ef 
vanrs are reilridted from lending money to fuidgners, 
they mull; cither bring bullion to Bengal, or lelin- 
quiih the trade altogether. 1 can fay, from my own 
knowlei^e, that it is from neceflitj, not choice,, the 
Company’s fervants fupidy them with caAi. -But an 
equitable mode of remheadee once fixed hy the Di- 
rectors, dtfmiffion from the fervioe fhouki bn the pu« 
niflimesc of any man who fiiould len4 fBooey.Mt ftt- 
feigntrs or to foreign companies. 
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‘iPet^aps the Court of Dirc&ors do not know 
extent to which this trade is carried on. Four Por- 
tagueie (hips have failed from Bengal this year. I 
came to Ltfbon in one of them. Her cargo was va<- 
Ihed at five lacks of rupees. The others were ftill 
more valuable. Some of thefe llilps were taken up 
in India *, the captains and owners borrowed as much 
money as they wanted to purchafe both (hips and car- 
goes, on the following terms : — The lenders to re* 
c«ve 12 per cenr. inrereft, and two (hillings for each 
current rupee at Lilbon, three months after the arri- 
val of the (hip. Prejudicial as this trade may appear 
to the Directs, it is not half fu ruinous to Bengal ag 
the remittance of fortunes in filver would be. The 
Dutch and Danifh Companies, as well as individuals 
of’ both nations, have borrowed large fums laft )e<ir, 
end the fcafon preceding, upon the terms above men- 
tioned. 

The trade to Suez (hould, if poiHble, be again 
opened } it is advantageous to Bengal in every point 
of view, and can never interfere with the Company’s 
fales in England, Mr. Haftings deferves the highed; 
ervdit for his encouragement of this trade, and for 
his' atnempts to eftabliib a regular communication 
with our native country by this route. We owe the 
early capture of Pondicherry entirely to ir. 

I. own I depart from the line of my profeffion 
when I pilftHne to hazard opinions upon commercial 
fubje^ t l>ut as 1 have been fifteen years in Bengal, 
-and haw not been an unconcerned fpe^ator of the 
vanoui fhas|es .which have happened in th;^ time. 
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t nny bi exculbd for declaring nny fentimenM «poa a 
fubjed of fuch importance. 

Art3) agriculture, and commerce, have gneitly io4 
creafed (ince my fli 11 arrival in India. The;iches of 
Bengal are its tnanufadures.' For t^ern there will 
always be a market ; and while we increafe in popu> 
lation, we mud incicafc our manufadures. Mr. 
Haftings, it mult be recolledcd, fucceeded to the 
Government at a molt unfavourable period. ' The 
lofs by the dreadful famine of 1770 has bcenefii* 
mated at four mdlions of peoples and from my owa 
obfervations in various parts of Bengal, 1 do noc 
think this an exaggerated account. 

However I may be miltaken when I fpeak of trade, 

1 will venture to alErtn, that our affairs in Bengal 
are much more alarming in appearance than in 
reality. 

Let us fuppofe that by the time the war in India 
is at an end, and a general peace has been eftablilhed 
in Europe, the bond debt in Bengal amounts to 209 
lacks of rupees *. This is not fo large a fum as was in 
fad owing when Mr. Haltings came to the chair. 
The bond debt was then lao, and the Diredois had 
been drawn upon for above 100 lacks of rupees Only 
the feafon before. I hope it will be recolledcd that 
this great debt was contraded in times of the mofi 
profound ftace ■, and the greateft part of it eves before 

* I cannot avoid diftring the attention of the public to th\t part of 
piy Narrative. It wa^ written nn tny paiTage from Bengal to Lilboa 
in 1 7t t . Whirt I have ventured to foretcl, ha« in a great neafuie 
happened— We have p«a«e in India, and our bond debt ia Bengal A 
19) Ueka. 
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ihci^inhie. Dreadful 9s was that calamtiy, itseffiffti 
were more (everely felt after Mr. Haftings’s ecceOSott 
to the GoTernoneot than at the time it happened. It 
is a fa& that the coUe£iions in the year of the famine; 
and the year after, were higher than in either of the 
two preceding ones. 

The intereft of 200 iacks of rupees will be 1^ 
licks a year. All our eftablilhments upon a peace 
will be eonfiderably reduced ; and if the Governor 
General is properly fupported, the Government of 
Bengal will acquire a vigour, to the want of which, 
and not to the Maratta war, we owe our prefenc 
misfortunes* 

To pay the interrft of this debt, let us examine 
our funds, and compare them with thofeof 177a. 
1 will fuppoie the actual colledions from Bengal, 
fiahar, and Orixa, to be only what they were at that 
period. 

The faviflgs under the different heads of tribute to 
the King, ftipends to the Nabob, his minillers and 
dependants, are at lealt 50 lacks of rupees a year. 

The Vizier pays 70 lacks of rupees annually to- 
wards ow military expoices. 

We diall receive annually from Cfaeyt Sing, 94 
heksof rupees. 

When our dominions and our influence, at leaft 
an advantagrouy to she Company^ were 

bounded by the banks of the Carumnafla, our mili- 
tary expences were 105 lacks of rupees a year. 

Our cohneftion with Oude, now fo piohtable, was 
assail difadvantageous one before Mr. Haflings ar- 
rived in BengaL To the Company it was ruinous, 

although 



C 3 

although it anfwer^ the inteitfted purpofei of ceN 
tain mdividuah perfectly wdl. 

tjan one good'reaibn be given for the very curiov% 
depuration to'SuJah DowlaH In 17*69^ agimft the 
opinion of Mr. Verent, at that time the Govcrndt 
of Bengal ? or for keeping the third brigade at Alla- 
habad until the middle of the year 1769, at the 
Company’s ezpence ? 

The tranfa&ions of that period are worthy the 
public attention— 1 may enlarge upon them here* 
after. 

At a peace our military expences can and will be 
reduced to no lacks oC rupees a year. 

The intereft of our debt^ fuppofing it 200 lacks, 
will be 16 lacks a year. 

When Mr. Haftings came to the Government! 
the Company owed fomething more than 120 
lacks. 

Upon comparing the accounts of 1771, and they 
are applicable to a former period, with tho& at a fo- 
much-wi{hed-for peace, the balance will be 133 
lacks a year in favour of the Company, as appears 
by the following llatcmeot : 

£xp£nc£s In 1771. 

Rupees. 

Military, — — — — — 105 

..^tereft of bond debt, — — 10 

Pud in tribute, fiipends, &c. but retrenched 1 . 

by Mr, Haftings, ^ » j 

- 165 

Exfxhoss 


Total 
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£x#£kces at aPsACE* 

Rupee;. 

■Military^ — — — — — no 

Iniere^of debt, — — — — i6 

Total — 126 

Credit in favour of the Company. 

Difference of difburfements, ^ 

Paid by the Vizier, — — — ^ 70 

By the Raja of Benares, — — — 24 

Total, — 13 J 

While .arts, manufadures, and commerce, are 
encouraged in Bengal ; while the natives continue 
happy under our Government, and attached to it as 
the great body of the people are ; while population 
increafes, as it has done the laft feven years, Bengal 
muft be a moft: valuable country to Great Britain ; 
but it can only yield its tribute by the increafe of the 
annual inveftment. 

Mr, Haftings has been very feverely charged with 
difobedicnce of orders — Upon this fubjeft I muft 
add a few words. I do not mean to juftify the 
Governor General's condud by pleading precedent 
for ir, yet 1 am reduced to the difagreeable ncceffity 
of con trading It with the condud of his predc- 
ceftors ia povver in Bengal. 


1 affirm 
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I affirm that it had long been reported, Mr. 
Kaftings was to be difmil&d the fervicc, chat Mr. 
Francis was tO’ fucceed him; and the reinftatement 
of MelTrs. Briftow, Fowke, and Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, were connected with Mr. Francis’s acceffion 
to the Government. This report, circulated for 
months throughout Indoftan, obliged Mr. Haftings 
to adopt meafures which were by no means agree- 
able to the natural humanity of his temper, or tt> 
that r^ard to the juft claims of individuals which 
he is known to pollefs. He alTigncd his reafons to 
the Direftors for keeping them out of office, and if 
they were not approved, he of courfe expefted to be 
difmiflW from the fervicc. To thofe who ferved in 
India I appeal, whether it is not abfolutely neceflary 
to ftrengthen the hands of Government by every 
poffible means, and to iraprefs the natives with an 
idea of its ftability ; That the reinftatement of Mr. 
firillow, Mr. Fowke, and Mahomed Reza Cawn,would 
have had a contrary effeft is univcrfally known. 

When General Richard Smith was Commander in 
Chief of the Company’s forces in Bengal, and third 
member of the Secret Committee and the Council, 
he wrote the following letter to the Secret Com- 
mittee, a4ch November 1767, and forced Mr, 
Verelft to do an aft of greater feverity than Mr. 
Haftings was ever guilty of in the whole courfe of 
bis political life. I muft affirm here, that the £aft- 
India Company was faddled with the expence of ati 
eftablilhment of a Supreme Court of Judicature, in 
confequenc^ of the difeuffions which this famoul 
letter produced. 

N “ The 
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“ The nature of the intelligence traftfmitted from 
** Calcutta to Sujah Dowlah is without Hmita. The 
«< Nabob U almofl; as well acquainted with the Par- 
liamentary proceedings as I am } how far the im- 
“ portance and dignity of the Company, and the 
“ weight and influence of adminiftration is leflened 
“ in his efteem by fuch communication, may be cafily 
“ conceived. WhiJft a Vackeel is fo ready and fo 
“ fure a channel to communicate intelligence, few 
“ men will be found fo hardy as to maintain a direct 
correfpondence with the Nabob ; but there is a 
“ man who has obliquely offered fo great an infult 
“ to our Trejidtntf that was I prefent at tl>e Board, I 
“ would move for the exertion of our authority to 
“ its utmoft extent to free the fcttlcment from fa 
dangerous an inhabitant , 1 mean Mr. Bolts ; and 
the inclofed copy of a letter to Mr. Zcntil, where 
“ he aflerts an abfolutc falfehood, \\ hich tends to 
leflen that e§enttal dignity and neiejfary infueme of 
our Frefidtnt^ is furely deferving of your fcvercfl 
“ refentraent.” 

I approve highly of General Richard Smith’s ar- 
guments j if he had known how tht ejfential dignity 
and meffary infuence of Mr. llafiings, would have 
been affeded by carrying the Diredor’s orders into 
execution refpeding Mr. Briftow, be w'ould upon 
jiis own principles have concurred in the diibbedience 
of them, had he been a member of the Supreme 
Council in December, 1779. 

Three poor Armenians, the trading agents of Mr. 
Bolts, a keen trader himfelf, who perhaps wanted 

to 
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to come in for fomti fhare of the plunder of OuJe 
and Benares, were afterwards fewed, and treated 
with too much rigour. Moft men in Bengal attri- 
buted General Smith’s condud to private motives. 
It is flridly juftifiable upon public grounds; how- 
ever I mull add in this place, and I can prove it, 
that our connedion with Sujah Dowlah at that time 
was ruinous to the Eaft-lndia Company, in as great 
a degree as it was advantageous to a few individuals 
in power. 

The Diredors’ moft pofitive orders have been re- 
peatedly difobeyed or evaded during my refidcnce 
in Bengal. Two very particular inftanccs I will 
now mention. 

As foon as the Court of Diredors were informed 
of the fait monopoly of 1765, they fent pofitive 
orders to Bengal to abolifh it immediately on the re- 
ceipt of their letter. In defiance of this order, the 
monopoly was continued almoft two years longer, 
and the profits arifing from it were divided amongft 
the members of the Council, General Richard Smith 
(Commander in Chief at that time) and the prin- 
cipal civil and military fervants in Bengal. 

The Diredors had pofitively prohibited their fer- 
vants in Bengal from drawing upon them except for 
a certain amount, and a rate of exchange much 
more favourable than the prefent. Yet by a refoJu- 
tion of the Council, in Odober, 1769, bills were 
drawn upon them at a very unfavourable exchange 
for the Company, to the amount of one million and 
iisty thoufand pounds fterling. I affirm that threc- 

N z fourths 
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fourths of the money paid into the treafury in Cai-i 
cutta might have been borrowed upon bond until the 
Direftors’ plcafure was known. 

Let thefc inftances of difobedience be compared 
with the charges brought agajnft Mr. Haftings. 

I will here quote General Richard Smith’s fenti- 
ments upon the fubje^l: of difobedience of orders. 

In his rninute of the 25th of September, 1769, 
when he propofed opening the Company’s treafury, 
and to grant bills upon the Direftors, he fays, 
** Although the Court of Direftors’ orders are ftrong 
“ in prohibition, yet I think we Ihall be fully ucar^ 
“ ranttd to deviate from thofe orders, and I do not 
think I Ihould perform my duty to the Company 
•* as a member of their adminiftration, if I did not 
enter this my opinion upon the public records.” 
Upon another occafion, 24th November, 1767, 
General Richard Smith writes to the Secret Com- 
mittee, whofe orders he was bound to obey in the 
fame degree as Mr. Haftings is thofe of the Direc- 
tors. “ My zeal for the welfare of the ftate I ferve 
“ would, on occafions of great emergency, induce 
me not only to hazard my commiJion, but even 
*' fubjeft my life and honour to the fcntcnce of a 
“ general court-martial, rather than the public fervice 
fliould fuffer by delay. Whenever I ad contrary 
to their orders, it is not that 1 entertain the moft 
diftant idea of difobedience or independence, but 
from a convidion that at this dijiance from the Pre- 
*^/idency, their orders and the welfare of the ftate may 
f‘ happen, they have happened, to be incompatible \ and 
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<« viheiwver 1 take upon m to deviate frm their orders^ 

» it ts not frm ind^endent authority I prefume, hecaife 
“ I know I am totally rejponfthle to them for fyck a 
“ deviation” 

This Is the language of a fenfible inan» It ia manly 
language. It is the language of Mr. Haftings ; but 
in the Governor General’s cafe, the arguments operate 
with ten-fold force, when we confider the fituations 
of Mr. Haftings and General Richard Smith ; thft 
former could only receive anfwers from his fuperiort 
in fifteen or eighteen months, the latter in as many 
days. 

1 will now mention a few efiential points in which 
Mr. Haftings pointedly obeyed the orders of the 
Direftors. He employed Nundcomar by their 
orders. 

He reduced the Nabob’s ftipend from thirty-two 
to fixtecn lacks of rupees. He aboliftied nominal 
penfions to a large amount. He fufpended Maho- 
med Reza Cawn from his office i he brought him to 
a trial before the Council for his former condudl ; 
and to the jufticc, the impartiality, and the attention 
of Mr. Haftings, Mahomed Reza Cawn has always 
declared, he was indebted for his life, which the 
v'llany of Nundcomar would have deprived him of. 
In November, 1773, Mr. Haftings received the 
thanks of the Direftors for his great attention to 
their orders, and for his other eminent fervices. 

Soon after the majority of the Supreme Council ar- 
rived in Bengal, they aflerted that Mr. Haftings had 
made 40 lacks of rupees, or 400,000!. from the 
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revenues of Bengal, in lefs than three years. The 
derptcable chara^er of the man on whofe informa- 
tion this declaration was ground>:d, the well-known 
moderation of Mr. Haftings, his active and vigorous 
adminiftration, the Itate of his private fortune at 
that time, or at prefent, which any man may know 
that choofes to inquire, are folid proofs of the falfity 
and the folly of this affertion. Are the great fervants 
of the Company who preceded Mr. Haftings in high 
ftations, although not in the chair, willing to put 
their integrity to this teftj will they declare the 
amount of their private fortunes ? 

I do affirm, that if public and repeatedly af- 
ferted declarations have any weight, the amount of 
the private fortunes of three gentlemen, of high 
nation, who left Bengal in the courfc of the year 
1769, or in January 1770, equalled the amount of all 
the private fortunes that have been accumulated du- 
ring Mr. Haftingb’s government of ten years, frorn 
the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, by the 
civil and military fervants of the Company. 

. If we were to judge from vague reports, what 
charafter could be fhekered from calumny. I can 
recolleft pcrfeftly well, that in the year 1768 and 
1769, it was univerfally laid in Bengal, that a mint 
was eftabliftied at Allahabad j that the good rupees, 
which were fo abfurdly fent from Bengal and Bahar 
to that place, were all recoined into bafe rupees. 
Called Vizieryj that our troops fuftained a very heavy 
lofs by being obliged to receive their pay in this bafe 
money. That twenty-fix lacks of ficca rupees were 
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annually fent from Bengal* for the payment of the 
King’s tribute, but that his Majefty actually received 
it in viziery rupees ; and that a very confiderablc 
fhare of the profits arlfing from this coinage, which 
was faid to be unauthorized by the Governor and 
Council, centered in the Commander in Chief, Ge- 
neral Richard Smith. It does not, however, follow, 
that this was the fafr. 1 have been long enough in 
India to know, that men who are deprived of the 
opportunity of making money themfelves, are very 
apt to exaggerate when they Rate the advantages of 
their fuperiors. It is very polTible to invefiigate this 
matter thoroughly; and I mull obferve, that Mr. 
Hafiings has been accufed of peculation upon much 
more llender ground. 

Upon the fubjcdl of prefents received, which was 
one of the modes by which Mr. Hafiings was ac* 
cufed of having made the enormous fum of 400,000!. 
I lhall make but one obfervation : — That, upon a 
reference to the Governor General’s Durbar charges, 
it will be found he has brought to the Company’s 
credit the fums w'hich he received, and has drawn 
the amount of the prefents he made from the Trea* 
fury. This rule was obferved, I believe, by his pre- 
deceflbrs. In the Confultations of tlie 8th of De- 
cember, 1769, and fince printed in the Reports of 
the Secret Committee of *773, I find, that General 
Richard Smith made the Mogul, Shaw Allum, a 
prefent to the amount of aoool. ftcrling, when bis 
Majejiy honoured him ’vcith a vijit to Sujah Dowlah, 
Bglwant Sing, and a frring of ct ceteras. Prefents, 
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for whidi he received from the Company one lock 
twenty>four thoufand iix hunderd and fix Souauc 
rupees, or i 6 ,oool. fterling. I do not fee the pre- 
fents which he receircd in return, brought to account; 
but if the invariable cuftom and ufage of the coun- 
try at that time to men of high rank and ftation was 
difpenied with, out of delicacy to his feelings, and he 
received no prefents from the King, Sujah Dowlah, 
&c. his liberality was a very unnecelTary wafte of the 
public money. 

The execution of Nundcomar has been again 
brought forward. The ingenious Englijh writer of 
A Letter from Calcutta has, without any foundatbn, 
<|uoted the moft refpedablc authority for calling hia 
death a murder. My obfervations upon it will be 
very ihort. 

Nundcomar was employed by Mr. Haftings, on 
his firft arrival in Bengal, at theexprefs delire of the 
Court of Dlrcftors. Mr. Haftings’s choice of the 
man excited very gencial furprife, as the caufe was 
not known. Nundcomar’s villany was detefted in 
the affair of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Mr. Haf- 
tings ceafed to employ him. On the arrival of the 
Supreme Council he gave in the curious information 
which 1 have already mentioned. It is remarkable, 
tKat when Lord Clive and the Secret Committee 
of 1765 , were invefted with all inquifitorial powers, 
Nundcomar gave in an information againft Mr, John 
JohnRon and other fervancs of the Company, fimilat 
to that which he afterwards gave in againft Mr. 
Haftings, and ujiuii a full enquiry, the information 
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was found to ht void of the fmalleft foundation. Mti 
Haftings commenced a profecution againft him. The 
majority, and Mr. Jofcph Fowke, vifited him in 
confinement i an attention which, of courl'e, at- 
tracted the notice of every man in Indofian, and in- 
duced Nundcomar to fuppofc that hefliould bo pro- 
tected at all events by the Supreme CounclL 
I now come to the forgery. In 1762# a Gentoo 
was condemned to be hanged for this crime. The 
fentence was reipitcd; and his Majcfty was pleafed to 
pardon the criminal •, but I believe it was underftood 
that tlie royal mercy would never again be extended 
to a fimilar offender. Be that as it may, Nudeomarj 
when he committed a forgery many years after this 
peiiod, accompanied with the moll aggravating cir« 
cumftances, well knew the confequence if he fliould 
be dettded. A lawyer, in 1772, was faid, and truly^ 
1 believe, to have received ten thoufand rupees for 
fupprefling his knowledge of the alFair. Nundcomar 
was well ac<iuainted wnth the nature of our laws. H® 
had had a hundred caufes before the Mayor’s Court at 
different times. Before his profccutor complained, 
he offered to fettle the affair for fifty thoufand rupcesa 
He repeated the offer after Nundcomar was in jail. 
Was Nundcomar’s rcfofal fuppofed to be the refult 
of confeious innocence ? Was there.a man in Bengal 
queftiqned the fairnefs of his trial, or the characters 
of the jurymen who found him guilty ? W as he .not 
univerfally deemed the mofl unprincipled of all the 
intriguing natives of Bengal ? 1 am not an advocate 
for the judges , but as a moft illiberal and unjuft 
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motive has been afTigned for their condufi;, and thei^ 
defirc to fcreen Mr. Haftings from the effedts of hit 
information,' I mud adert, and I do it in the moft 
folemn manner, that Mr. Haftings was not concerned, 
either diredbly or indiredily, in the appreheofion, the 
trial, or the execution, of Nundcomar. 

The judges might have refpited the execution of 
the fentcnce i 1 wifh with all my heart they had 
but fomething may be urged in their favour upon this 
head. It was the iirft grand caufe that cameliefore 
them. T was at Berhampoie, about loo miles from 
Calcutta, at the time of Nondcomar's trial and exe^' 
cution. It was the common fubjedt of converfation 
amongft men of all ranks. 1 have heard the fen* 
timcDts of feveral natives, then, and fince upon 
it. At the time, they very generally obferved, that 
Nvndcomar, though he was undoubtedly guilty, wai 
too rich a man to be hanged » and fince his death, it 
Was faid, he depended upon the interference of the 
Supreme Council, or be would have compromiled the 
aflfair before his trial. Mig^t not the judges be fup* 
pofed to have adled as they did, from a defire to im- 
prdi the natives with an ideaofthejufticeandthe im- 
partiality of the Supreme Court ? Would not the 
fome fee of men, who think Mr. Haftings capable of 
fo vilianous an a^n as influencing the judges of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, or thofe judges 
of beii^ influenced upon fuch an occaflon ; would 
they not have concluded that Nundcomar, if his 
execution had been refpited, had obtained that favour 
by impro|ier means } 
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In this retriew of die tnn£[i£tioos in Bengal, I have 
avoided as much as poffible every expreffion which 
may be fuppoied to convey a perfonal refiedknL It 
is from neceffity, not from inclination, that I have 
been obliged to contraft hiscondod with any man’s. 
However ftrong the provocation may have been, Mr. 
Haftings has upon dl occafions attended folely to his 
own Juftiiicatlon. It has been the fate of the Gover- 
nor General, whofe liberality of ieodment can only 
be equalled by his moderation, or rather by his con- 
tempt of money, to be engaged in a perpetual courle 
of party contention. No man could lefs merit fuch 
a fate. With integrity that has defended him againn: 
the moll tempting offers of private advantage, 
with abilities and application that have furmounted 
greatefl difficulties, he has been reduced to the 
painful necelTicy of defending himfelf from the extra- 
ordinary charges of private rapacity, and a want of 
zeal for the interell of his employers. To the I 
ihall only obferve, that he has now been almoft ten 
years at the bead of the adminifltration in Bengal, a 
period much more than fufficienc to anfwer the pri> 
vate views of any plan, if to accumulate money was 
his objed. To the laA, I ffiall oppofe the very flou- 
riibing Hate in which the Supreme Council found 
Bengal, and in which it contij^ued, until foreign 
wars, and what is ftill worfe, a condnued oppolitioo 
to the Governor General, exhaufted our treafury, and 
dimiffied or almoft annihilated the neceffiiry power of 
Government. 
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P OSTSCRIPT. 

Tr H E nrrival of the B-lmont enables me 
t'j carry on this review to the 31 ft of May laft. 

The Nizam remained inaflive. In the latter 
end of April he cxprefTed his wilhes to join us in 
an alliance againft Hyder Ally Cawn. On this 
account Mr. Holland remained at Hyderabad, al- 
though he had intended to quit it on account of his 
health. The Nizam’s cf.nduft i« politic. Hyder 
afplred to the fubafliip of the Deem, and had ap- 
plied to the King for funnuds, through Nuzeph 
Cawn. 

The engagement with the Rajah of Berar pro- 
mifes to be followed vidth the rtoft important and 
benchcial efferts. Colonel Pearfe, in his maich 
through Cuttac, received every afilftancc he Rood 
in need of front the Naib of that province, and his 
camp was amply fupplied with provifions. It is 
fuppofed he would be joined at Ellore by zooo 
of the Berar horfe j the remainder of that army was 
on its return to Naigpoore, except that pait of it 
which was to a& in conjunftion with our forces 
dgaioft Guramundefk. It is ImpolFible to detail the 
pegociation which brought on this agreement, but 
reflects great honour upon Mr. Haftings, Mr. 
Wheler, w’ho entirely conqurred in opinion with 
him, and Mr. Anderfon, through whofe agency it 
^ conclqded. No chour, as has been reprefented, 
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wait either given or promifed, and our fuperiori- 
ty appeared through the whole courfe of the nego- 
elation.'*^ 

On the fame day, the ad of April, an agreement 
was figned between the ambaiTador of the Nabob of 
Arcot, and the Supreme Council on the part of the 
Company. By this agreement^ the whole revenues 
of the Carnatic are appropriated for the fervices of 
the war. Credit being given to the Nabob’s credi- 
tors for the aftual coHeftions from thofe diftri£l» 
which had been previoufly afligned to them. The 
utility of this agreement w'U forcibly ftrike every 
impartial perfon. 

Lieutenant-colonel Camac’s night attack on the 
camp of Madjee Sindia, was attended with very fa- 
vourable coi)fequences. Many of the chiefs who 
were compelled to join him, had come over to us ; 
and an overture for a pacification bad fccretly been 
anadc by S.r.oia himfclf. His army was difperfed, 
except about 7000 horfe under Ambajee Punt, which 
were furprifed and totally defeated by Captain Bruce, 
the officer who had fo great a ihare in taknig the 
fortrefs of Gualier. Thcfe fuccefles and the alliance 
with Moodajee Boofla gave us the faireft hopes of a 
fpeedy accommodation with the Marattas, and their 
jun\flion with us agaiufl; Hyder Ally Cawn •, events 

'* Many fevere ftri£lur«s kave been pafTcd upon Mr. Haftingi fur 
thi!> agieemcnt . but the men beii acquainted with Indian aCaira, 
who hiive no intcrcA in ti aducing hit chdiaftir, give him great ettdit 
fot bieaking the giand confedciacy foidied againft ut, and frcuriog 
Colonel PeaiCe'^ match, at the tnfiing cxpence of fixtccn iacks of 
rupees. 
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.kich Mr. Haftiags moft anxiouilf wiifaes to ae- 

4»fflplith. 

^roriacial courts of jufttcc had been eftabliOied, 
agreeably to the Governor General’s plan, and a con- 
troul veiled in the chief jullice. The Company and 
the natives, after fix months experience, have fenfibly 
felt the good eife^ls of this regulation. To the for- 
mer it is a very confiderable faving s to the latter it 
has infured an impartial, and not an expeniive diHrl- 
butioB of juftice. 

The former mode of collefting the revenues has 
been aboliihed. An incrcafe of 39 lacks or 390,000]. 
is expelled from this regulation, which is Mr. Haf- 
tings'^ plan, formed in 1773, and the propriety of 
it confirmed by eight years experience of the former 
^cfedive fyftcro.* 

The revenue from fait will be 30 lacks of rupees 
Of jooioool* fierling this year.'f The gentleman Mr. 
Hailingi has placed at the bead of this bufinefs, 
vyhtde abilities and incegrity have never been exceed- 
ed in Bengal, has made this declaration, and the au- 
thority is inconteftible i ib that the additional re- 
fiiurces from the revenues of Bengal may fairly be 
odimsited ibr this year at 690,000!. 

The cargo of the Belmont is valued at i6i lacks, 
or ifi5,Qool. prirao cofi; the Neptune, which was 
obliged to return to Bengal, bad 14^ lacks, or 
f4$fOQiBL on board ; and there remained in the Com- 
pany*! warehoufes in Bengal, goods to the amount of 
^ lacks, or 590P00I. 

The Ittcft advieie coafirni' Ae truth of this eftimate. 

f Incmfed to 570,000!. in i7ta. 
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The inrdlEnent foi^ is fixed at 90 !a<jkS| 

or 900,0001* an^ was providing when the Bdoumt 
failed ; fo that for the Ihips of this feafon there will 
be goods to the amount of i,6oo>oool. in Bengal. 

The Company’s difpatches by the Belmont will 
prove what exertions the government of Bengal is 
capable of when unanimity reigns in its councils. 

On the 6th of July, Sir Eyre Cootb gained a deci- 
five viffcory over the army of Hyder Ally Cawn, and 
in the following month be was joined by the Bengal 
detachment, under the command of Colonel Pcarfe. 

CONTINUATION. 

The campaign of 1 78 1, upon the coaft of Coniinan<* 
del was uniformly fuccefsful on our part Hyder 
Ally was defeated by Sir Eyre Coote in Auguft and 
September, the important fortrefs of Negapatnam 
was taken in November, and Trincomale in the 
following month. It is no part of my prefent plan 
to enter into a particular detail of the operations of 
our army in the Carnatic. — Sir Eyre Coote received 
in the courfe of the campaign the moft ample fup- 
plies of money and provifions from Bengal, and he 
attributed his fuccefs, in a great meafure, to the 
wearied exertions of the Crovemor General and Couno 
cil, for the fupport of the Prelidency of Fort St, 
George, and the army under his command. 

In the month of April 1781, Mr. Haftings car- 
ried iniu efi^ a plan which he had projedted fome 
time before, for colJe 61 ing the revenues of Bengal 
and Bahar. The interference of Europeans in the 
interior parts of Bengal, and the various abufes here* 
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toibre aUedgcd to have been committed by natives 
in the iervice of Englifh genileinen were efiefliually 
prevented. Every encouragement w'as held out to 
the Zemindars and farmers to induce them to attend 
to the cultivation and improvement of their feveral 
Zemindaries and farms ; and a deduction was allow- 
ed to fuch of them as ihould pay their rents at Cal- 
cutta, (the Sudder.) The plan itfelf is in fad merely 
reverting to the fyftem of colleding the revenues as 
eftablilhed and pradifed when the Mogul empire 
Was in its vigour. The three great points which 
Mr. Haftings had in view, have been molt com- 
pletely anlw'eied by the new fyftem. — Firft, The 
cafe and happinefs of the native landholders and 
farmers : — Second, A retrenchment in the cxpence 
of colleding the revenues; — And third, An in- 
creafein the amount colleded. The adual receipts for 
the year 1781 exceeded the receipts of the preceding 
year in the fum of three hundred thoufand pounds.’^ 
Another very confiderable branch of the Company's 
revenue in Bengal, was increafed by Mr. Haftings 
to the fum of five hundred and feventy thoufand 

* The SelcA Committee made s report opoa this plan in the montli 
•f May 178a, before it was poltible that us efflfts could be known. 
It IS fomething lingular that they lliould (.oniUmn Mr, Haftings in 
the itpon alluded to, for taking the colieflions from Europeans, 
and putting them into the hands of the natives, but in the cele- 
brated Ninth Report of the Select Committee, publiihed the fol- 
lowing year, the Government of Bengal is blamed for depriving 
tbt nattres of eveiy ofiUcc of honour and cinolument| which are 
ilait4 tu be yelled m the hand* of Europeans. 
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pounds, and in his opinion is capable of ftill far* 
ther ionproveoient. In order to make this part oi 
my narrative perfcftly intelligible, I will ftate the 
dilTerent alterations winch have taken place in the 
management of the fait revenue. It has been proved 
by incontrovertible evidence on a former occafion, 
that the manufaflure of fait has invariably been a 
monopoly, either fur the advantage of the flate, or 
for that of individuals. This was the cafe long be> 
fore the Englilh poffeffed power in Bengal, Lord 
Clive eftablilhed the monopoly for the benefit of the 
Company's fervants, referving a duty to the Com- 
pany producing about one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds a year. This fcheinc was difapproved 
of in England, and perhaps with reafon. The trade 
in fait was ordered to be laid open, and a trifling duty 
to be collcftcd upon it. The confequence of this 
fcheme was, that this trade fell into the hands of 
■wealthy individuals, and the duties fell confiderably 
fliort of the moderate fum the Court of Diredors had 
ordered to be collcded. When Mr. Haftings fuc- 
cceded to the government, he propofed, and it was 
determined to fecurc the manufafture of fait for 
the ufe of the Company, The fcheme anfwered in 
fome degree ; but after the eftablilhment of the Su- 
preme Council and the unfortunate diffentions ahich 
divided the Members, this branch of the revenue had 
dwindled to a mere trifle. 

In 1780 Mr. Haftings brought forward a fcheme 
for managing the fait revenue, which was adopted at 
his feparate rcfponfibility, and it has anfwered moft 
P com- 



C ”4 J 

completely. It is a well known faft, that the na- 
tives do not pay more for the fait they eat now, than 
they did in former years, and prohibiting the im- 
portation of foreign f.ik into Bengal, is univerfaily 
allowed to be a filutary and a wife regulation ; and 
to this too, in fome degree, it is owing that the re- 
venue upon fait has been fo exceedingly produdlive 
in the two 1^11 years. When the importation of fait 
was permitted, it occafioned a confiderable drain of 
fpecie from Bengal. The moft accurate and authen- 
tic accounts that I have been able to procure of the 
retuins made iront Bengal by the importers of 
foreign fait are, that every native merchant bringing 
foreign fait to Calcutta, expended a fourth part of 
the produce of his cargoe in coarfe piece goods, and 
that the remaining three parts were aftually carried 
from Bengal in fpecic *. As it is certain the Com- 
pany may manufafture fait to a much greater extent 
than they now do, if there was an cncreafed demand 
for it, it was furely a politic and a wife meafure to 
prohibit the importation of fait from the Maratta 
countries, or the Northern Circars. Many People, 
uninformed upon this fubjedf, may fuppofc that the 
monopoly of fait is carried to a much greater length 
than it really is; but it is a monopoly only in the 
firil inftance, for the monopoly of the fait is limited 
to the manufacture, and the native merchants, who 
purchafe it from the Company on the fpot where it 
is manufactured, may difpofe of it as they pleafe 

9 Thit drain may be faiily computed at ten lacki of rupees a year. 
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throughout the provinces, without being fubjedt to 
any exadiions whatever. The prefent plan differs moft 
cflentially from that eftabhfhed by Lord Clive. 
There arc no European agents difpeifed through’the 
interior parts of Bengal, to difpofe of fait, either on 
the Company’s account or for the benefit of indi- 
viduals. The operation is fimple and eafy. The 
advantage arifes to the Company from the fale of the 
fait in the tirlt inftance, they do not interfere with the 
fair comn-ercial profit of the merchaa:, who buys it 
from thenij and it is undoubtedly true, that although 
the Company clears five hundri.d and feventy thouf- 
and pounds by the plan, the mechanic and hufband- 
man pays no more now dor iheialc he confutes than 
he Old in former years. 11 c le'uurrt 
were increafed above one ■ .. jic.iing in the year 
1782, from this f h. . u.c new mode of collecting 
the revenues, anc .. redu( 3 :ion in the firft coft ct me 
inveftment. 

Another branch of revenue, for which the Com- 
jany is indebted to Mr. Hafiings, anfes fronti 
the monopoly of opium and this revenue will 
be confidcrably encreafed in confequence of the 
late treaty vich Holland, which fecures to us a free 
trade to the eallward of Bengal. Opium has always 
been a n onopoly in the fiift inftance ; that is, acon- 
fiJeiable fum of money muft be advanced to the 
cultivator of the land which produces the pappy ; 
and it requires, on the part of the perfon who mahes 
the advances, the utinofi attenrion, to prevent the 
opium being debafed before it is packed up for fale. 
When the country government was in us vigour, 
P 2 opium 



f 3 

opium was a monopoly in the hands of Tome One of 
the moft capital native merchants, whofe intereft it 
was to fend it good and unadulterated to the fea 
ports of Bengal, for the foreign markets. It often 
happened, that the inonopolift warranted it not only 
good, but that It fliould keep for a certain time, 
under this fanftion the trade was carried on formerly, 
and produced rich returns in gold, and other articles 
of nyjrchanuize, into Bengal. 

When the Englilh acquired pofleflion of the Du- 
annec, the trade in opium was nominally laid open, 
though in fa£l the monopoly was, in a great mea. 
fure, confined to our fado y at Patna. The opium, 
however, w as much debaie ' from 1763 to 1773, and 
the trade confiderably diminifhed in confequcnce. 
In 1772, when Mr. Haftings came to the govern- 
ment of Bengal, he fecured a proportion of this 
trade for the Company. In 1773, the monopoly 
was taken into the Company’s hands, and became a 
branch of their revenues. In 1775, it was debated 
by the Supreme Council, w'hether the trade fliould 
be laid open or not ? General Clavering concurred 
in opinion with Mr. I ladings, that the manufafture 
pf opium muft be, what it ever had been, a mono- 
poly.* All Britilh fubjefts and natives were invited 

to 

* The reflexion of the Seleft Committee on this declaration of 
General Clavering, is unfounded and un|uft They fay it Ihews the 
General’s opinion of the wretched ftateofthe country. By nomeans. 
It was to prevent adulteration, and the lofs of a valuable branch of 
export trade that opium had been a monopoly unflcr the native 

S'jbadars; 
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to food ia propofal» for furotfhing the CooDpanjr with 
opium % and Mr. Richard Griffith, whofe terms were 
the lowed, obtained the consrad. Mr. Mackenzie 
fuccceded Mr. Griffith in 1777, and held the con- 
trad till 1781, on terms fomething more favourable 
for the Company than the former gentleman had 
agreed to ; and upon the fame terms that it bad been 
granted to Mr, Mackenzie in 1777, it was granted to 
Mr. Sulivan in 1781. This is the plain and fimple 
date ot atranfadion which has been mod ihamefull7 
and indecently mifreprefented. The Supreme Coun- 
cil, who had every means of information before 
them, determined, in 1775, opium mud be a 
monopoly as it always had been; Mr, Francis 
tbougiu ^'cry properly, that it would be impolitic CO 
give this contrad on too low terms, becaufe it was 
liable to abiifes ; and on the equitable terms fettled 
by Mr. Hafl’iigs, General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
fon, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis, has it continued 
from 1775 to the prefent time. It produces to the 
Company about eighty thoufand pounds a year, and 
will certainly be much more produftive, as the de- 
mand for opium will increal'e confiderably, which 


Bubadars ; and it w ould not have been in the power of any govern- 
ment whatuver to hati. privcnred adulteration, had the monopoly 
been aboliflied. The opium of Ghauzipire being manufaflured 
nitb left care than the Patna opium, fetches an inferior pnee in all 
foieign maikcts. It is the duty of Government to fee that the 
cultivator of the poppy gets a fair and equitable price for his labour ^ 
and this was a found argument urged by Mi. Francis agalnil vetting 
ihecontrafl in the hands of the Company’s fei rants at Patna, whtf 
were the pinper checks upon (he contraftui. 


muft 
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muft of coorfe iocreafe the price of it I know of 
no tfX}nopolics in Bengal but thofe ot fait and opiutni 
if they ate abolilhed, theCompany will lofe a revenue 
of ieven hundred thoufand pounds a year, which in 
ail probability is by this time increafed to a million j 
and I defy any man living to aHign a fingle reafon 
for the abolition of thefe ntonopolies, or to prove 
that fait and opium can be manufactured, except by 
the Company, or by individuals who are able to make 
very large advances of calh to the manufadlurers, 
and who confequently will divide that profit amonglt 
themfclvcs, which is now fecured to the Company, 
and makes a very confiderable branch of their re- 
venues. ^ 

In the month of July 1781, Mr. Haftmgs left 
Calcutta ; in order to vifit the dominions of the Na- 
bob Vizier of Oude. The infurredion at Benares, 

* I mil fuppore for a moment, that the ungenerous and the un> 
woithy modes praflifcd by the enemies of Mr. Hallings to derry hia 
charadter, were retorted by him upon his opponents, what would 
then be his refiedtions, or the rcfleftions of bis friends, upon the 
following tranfafiion, I leave the world to guefs. When the trade 
in opium was nominally laid open, it was undoubtedly a monopoly 
in the hands of the C^'f/ and Cnnal of Patna. In the month of 
July, 1782, when Mr. Robert Gregory was chairman of the Couit 
of Direfbrs, a letter was written by the Court to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, in which they exprelfed their difpleafure at their 
conduft, m granting the opium contrafl: to Mr Sulivan ; they ex- 
prefffd rhcir wilhes that that, and all other monopolies, might be 
abolilbcd, and they dircflcd, that Mr. Robert Gregory’s Ton ihould 
fjccced to the Chitfjhip nf Fat>i^, though he was a younger fcrvanc 
t)ian any one of the gentlemen who compofed the Council at that 
place. 

feems 
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feems now fo generally underftood^ that 1 (hall lay 
very little upon the fubjcd. But I dcfire to fubmit 
the following ftriking faAs to the confideratloa of 
the public: 

ift, That Bulwant Sing, the father of Cheyt Sln^ 
had behaved fo treachcroully to us in the war with 
Sujah Dowlah, that the Governor and Council or« 
dercd him to be dirpolTelTed of the Zemindary of 
Benares in 1765, though it was afterwards judged 
prudent to continue him in the management of that 
country. 

ad. That no inftance has ever yet been pro- 
duced of fcrvices rendered to our nation by Bulwant 
Sing. 

3d, That Lord Clive protefled him from the 
vengeance of Sujah Dowlah, and fecured to him a 
deeree of independence which he never before pot 
fefled. 

4th, That upon the death of Bulwant Sing, Cheyt 
Sing, his fon, by a woman of a very low cad, was 
continued in the Zemindary, through our inSuence 
with the Vizier, although by Colonel Harper’s ac- 
count It appears, that Mehipnarain, the prefenC 
Zemindar, ought by the Hindoo laws to have fuc- 
ceeded Bulwant Sing. 

5th, That Mr. Haftings in 1773, procured from 
the Vizier a confirmation of Cheyt Sing and his 
pofterity in the Zemindary of Benares, of which 
Bulwant Sing had only been the aumli, or col« 
Icftor, 


6th, That 
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6th| That by the treaty of Lucknow, concluded 
in i775> the fovereignty of Benares and Ghauzipore, 
with all the powers and rights annexed to it, was 
transferred fmta, the Vizier to the £aft>India 
Company. 

7th, That the Supreme Council yielded to Cheyt 
Sing the Cutwallee and the Mint, and treated him 
with the utmoft indulgence, and llipulated that no 
demands Ihould be made upon him on account of 
his annual revenue beyond the fum ftipulated. 

8ch, That when the war with France broke 
out, Cheyt Smg was called upon to contribute his 
proportion to the additional expencc which the 
Company, hts Sovereign, would incur. That he was 
ordered to maintain three battalions of Sepoys, and 
the cxpence fixed at ISvc lacks of rupees a year. 

9th, That the propriety of this demand was de- 
bated in the Supreme Council, and that Mr. Hafiings 
infifled upon it we had never yielded to Cheyt Sing 
that right, which every govanment inherently pojjejes, 
to compel all tts dependenaes to contribute by extraor- 
dinary Jupplies, to the relief of extraordinary emer- 
gencies. 

loth, That Colonel Harper has proved it to have 
been the cuftom of the Zemindar of Benares, to fur- 
nifh his quota of troops to bis Sovereign, when he was 
at war. That he gave this in evidence to the Se- 
lect Committee in 1781, long after it was known 
in England, that the Supreme Council, as reprefent- 
in the Sovereign, had compelled Cheyt Sing, by 

militacjr 
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TOtliwy Ibrce, to fbrnilh his quota M troops dur^g 
the war. 

mb, That in 1779, and 17^0, the Supreme 
Council compelled Cheyt Sing to <pay five lacks 
each year-rthat the attention of the Court of Direc- 
tors and his Majefiy’s Mmifiers was particularly 
called to the fubjed, becaufe it was mentioned 
in the general letters of three fucccffive years, but 
that no mark of difapprobation whatever was cx- 
prcffed, either by his Majefty’s Minifters, or the 
Court of Diredors. 

lath, That when Sir Eyre Cootc was on the 
point of embarking for the coaft, in Odober 1780, 
when it was uncertain whether or not Bengal would 
be invaded by the Marattas, and every exertion on 
our part was neceflary, to preferve tlie linking in- 
terells of the Company, be laid before the Supreme 
Council, his plan for coverii^ Bengal and its depen- 
dencies from the expeded attack of our enemies. 

13th, That for the general defence, he propofed 
Cheyt Sing’s cavalry fliould in this critical hour be 
put under our orders, to which the Board unani- 
moully agreed. 

14th, That Cheyt Sing evaded this demand after 
promifing compliance, precifely in the fame manner 
as he had evaded the payment of the money, after 
pofitively promifing to pay it. 

15th, That Cheyt Sing never difputed the right 
of bis Sovereign tp demand military aid from him, 
but that he Ihcltered himfelf under the plea of po* 
irerty, which was notoriouily untrue. 

Q. 


16th, That 
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i6t{)j That difafiedion of Chejrt Siog ^fs ap^ 
parent to every gentleman who pafled ithrough 
Benares hnd Ghamipore for two years before bis re- 
volt. That the infolence of his people was a perpe- 
tual fource of complaint, and that Mr. Fowke, when 
itfident, profeiTed his inability to procure redrefs 
fi^om Cheyt Sing, for injuries ofiered by his men 
to Englilh gentlemen palling through the country 
to Oude. 

17th, That Cheyt Sing had laid In a very great 
fupply of military flores of all kinds ; that he kept 
up a communication with the different difcontented 
Zemindars of Bahar and Oude, and had determined 
to throw off his allegiance to the Company, on the 
^rft favour^le opportunity. 

18th, That Mr. Haftings never did corfimunicate 
to Cheyt Sing his dcfign of fining him forty or fifty 
lacks of rupees. That the anfwcr returned by 
Cheyt Sing to the Governor General’s letter, was 
infolent and unfatisfaffory, and will be pronoun- 
ced fo by every man converfant in the Perfian lan- 
guage. 

19th, That Mr. Hadings, by fecuring the perfon 
of the Raja, adled in perfcd conformity to the cuf- 
tomsi^of Indoftan, and that every thing which fub- 
iibquently happened, is chiefly imputable to the in- 
human maflacies of our troops. 

20th, That Cheyt Sing was a weak, headflrong, 
find violent yoiing man. That he kept very low 
pompany, was addi&ed to liquor and thofe pleafures 
in which the mofl: abandoned people of Indoftau 
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ftnljr iadulgc tbemfelves^ and to difil^atioti of everjr 
kind. That be was not efteemd by the reputable 
inhabitants of Benares, and ms undoubtedly both 
amicious and rapacious. 

aift. That the very great additional eafe and ft* 
curity which he enjoyed as the fubjefi: of the Eaft 
India Company, from what he or his father had 
known under Sujao Dowlah, inftead of infpiring him 
with fentiments of gratitude, induced him to wifli 
to throw off his dependence altogether, and in this 
he was undoubtedly encouraged by the means of vul< 
gar men, who were his confiant companions. 

1 believe the fafts which I have ftated will be very 
generally admitted, and 1 certainly mean to appeal 
to the knowledge of gentlemen of all defcriptions, 
who have been of late years either in Oude or Be« 
nares, whether what I have faid of Cheyt Sing, is 
not agreeable to the generally received opinion 
of his character in thofc countries. The other 
fads can be proved from the records at the India 
Houfe. 

A few days after Mr. Haftings retreated from 
Benares to Chanar, he was joined by the Vizier, and 
to the unmeaning declamation which I have heard 
of late, I lhall merely reply, that if the Vizier had 
felt the Britilh influence fo exceedingly diftreSlng 
and even intolerable, he had the faireft opportunity 
in the world of emancipating himfelf from it for 
ever, and at leaft of totally annihilating our power 
in Oude. He might have joined Cheyt Sing, and 
our .defirudion would have been almoff incviuble. 

CL* Sd 
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So far, however, from doing this, he performed 
the moft eifential fervices, and after concluding a 
new treaty with the Governor General, he returned 
to Lucknow, perfc<flly fatisfied with the infet^iew. 
The rebellion of Cheyt Sing w^as effeftually quelled 
in the month of OAober, and Mr. Haftings remain- 
ed at Chanar with a view of fettling with the Vi- 
zier’s Minifler the difurdered ftatc of the govern- 
ment of Oude. A plain relation of the events which 
reduced the dominion of the Vizier to the diftrefs 
from which they are now recovered, will effeftually 
clear Mr. Haftings from the charge of being the 
author of thofc diftrefles. 

When Sujah Dowlah died, in February 1775, 
the Majority of the Supreme Council determined, 
contrary to the opinion of Mr. Haftings, that we 
fliould enter into a new treaty with bis fucceflbr, 
which was concluded the following May, By this 
treaty, the Vizier, in a great meafure, forfeited his 
independence. He ceded Benares to the Englifli, 
and he agreed to an increafe of fubfidy for their 
troops ftationed in his country. Mr. Haftings, at the 
time, acknowledged the importance of thefe advan- 
l%es to the Eaft India Company, but foretold, that 
in their confequences they would reduce the Vizier to 
a ftate of diftr^ and infignificance. In the month of 
December following, the Vizier applied for Britilh 
ofHccrs to command his troops. Thefe were fent by 
the Supreme Council, and various appointments to 
offices in Oude were made in the courfe of the next 
year, by the Supreme Council, fo that in faft, the 

govern- 
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government of Oudc, may with fooic propriety, be 
iaid to have beer conducted by the EngUfh Gentle- 
men, from the time the Britilh officers were difpetfed 
through his country, and a civil eftablilhment fixed at 
his capital. In July 1777, Mr. Hallings regulated 
the military eftablilhment of the Vizier, by puttmg 
the battalions under Britifh officers upon the fame 
footing as to pay and allowances with thofe in Bengal, 
and this was undoubtedly a very great relief to the 
Vizier, and a very neceffary regulation for our own 
fcr ice. In November 1779, the Vizier found the 
eftablilhment of Engliih officers, which he had fo- 
licited himfelf, intolerably burthenfome to him ; and 
he wrote that very pathetic letter which Lord Sand- 
wich quoted in one Houfe, Mr. Fox in another, 
the Seledt Committee in the nth Report, Mr. 
Dcbrett in the publication he calls a Report, and 
every news-paper editor in England, to his readers, 
on account, 1 fuppofe, of the figurative expreffion 
** When the knife has penetrated to the bone.” 

It was abfolutely impoffible at that time to recall 
the officers, and to dilband tlie battalions ferving in 
Oude. The country mail; and would have been in- 
invaded by the Seiks, Nuzeph Cawn, and the Ma- 
rattas •, but Mr. Haftings very readily allowed the 
juftice of the Vizier’s complaints, and with truth 
obferved, that be was not refponfiWc for the diftrefled 
date of Oude. The treaty of Benares was his treaty; 
that left the Vizier’s father in perfeft pofleffion of 
independence, and he was againft any infringement 
of that treaty, when Sujab DowJah died. One of the 

m 
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firft article of the treaty concluded between Mr, 
Hafltngs ahd the Vizier was, that all the BritUb 
ofieers in his Excellency’s fervice, fhould be recalledt 
and that c«e of our brigades ooiy^ as fettled-by the 
veuy with his father, Ihould be ilationed in ius| 
country, and paid by him. If the Vizier Ihould in 
future apply for farther miliury adiftance, it was to 
bogranted to him. Every caufe of difcontent being 
removed by this arrangement, the Vizier returned to 
his ci^ital but as that part of the treaty which re- 
fpefted the Nabob Fyzulla Cawn, has been the fub- 
jefl: of much enquiry here, as well as the cafe of the 
Begums, I {hall relate the fads as they really exift, 
being convinced that Mr. Hadings’s condud will 
need no farther juftification. The late Vizier con- 
cluded an agreenoent with Fyzulla Cawn, in Odober 
17*74, by which the latter was fccured in the poSef- 
fion of a Jaghire producing about fourteen lacks of 
rupees a year. He was ro be obedient to the Vizier, 
and to join him with a or 3000 horfe and foot when 
he called upon him. Colonel Champion fandioned 
this agraement by his fignature. In 1 778, the Vizier 
made great complaints of the condud of Fyzulla 
Cawn. A gentleman was deputed to enquire into 
she truth of thefe complaints, and his report was 
highly favourable to Fyzulla Cawn, by whofe ex» 
defire the Company became guarantees of the 
treaty. In Odober 1780, after the invafionof the 
Carnatic, when Sir Eyre Coote formed his plan for 
the defence of Bengal and Oude, he propofed that 
Fyzulla Cawn IbouJd furniih a body of 3000 horfe, 

agree- 
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(iigr«ably to treaty ; to join the Viaa’a armjr. This 
lequeft was not complied with Fyzulla Cawn, -imd 
there were other complaints againft him preferred bf 
the Vizier. Mr. Hailing confentcd to withdraw the 
guarantee in September 1781, butexprelDy provided 
that no injury ihould be offered to Fyzulla Cawo^ 
and he a&oally refufed every folickation in the lolf 
lowing year from the Vizier, to permit him to refumt 
Fyzulla Cawn’a Jaghire, and to pay the amount in 
money. The reports relative to Fyzulla Cawn being 
very different, the Vizier, at the defire of the Go- 
vernor General, deputed Major Palmer to him in 
January 1783, who concluded an agreement with, 
him on the part of the Vizier, in the following month, 
by which every poffibiiity of future difpute was 
avoided, as the Vizier agreed, under the guarantee of 
the Company, to the execution of a new treaty, which 
freed Fyzulla Cawn from every obligation to furnilh 
military afiifiance, or any other aid whatever to the 
Vizier. 

The following fa£ls, authenticated as well as the 
foregoing, from the records of the Eafi; India Com- 
pany, will fully juftify Mr. Haftings for not inter- 
fering in the cafe of the Begum. 

I ft. That on the death of Sujah Dowlah, the 
^egum, his wife became poftefifod of all lus trea- 
fures. 

2d, That Mr. Briftow the EngUlh refident inOude, 
reprefented to her that thefe treafurcs were the 
treafures of the Statcj and the property of the So- 
T^rei^ herfon, 


^d. That 
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jd, That he complained to the Board of the con- 
duA of the Begum and her eunuchi, who denied to 
lubmit to the Vizier’s authority, and beat and abufiul 
the officers of his government. 

4th, That the Begum coofented to pay thirty 
Jacks of rupees to her fon, to be fecured in the quiet 
pofleflion of all the treafures of his father, and that 
the Vizier was compelled to fubmic to this agree- 
inent, Mr. Briftow being the guarantee of it. 

5th, That Mr. Briftow obferved to the Supreme 
Council in July 1775, that the Begum could claim 
no proteftion from this guarantee, having herfclf in- 
fringed the conditions of the treaty. 

6th, That Mr. Bndow made repeated complaints 
to the Begum of the rebelUms conduct of the eunuchs, 
that he preffed her on the part of the Vizier, to fur- 
render her jaghires, and to receive the amount in 
money, obferving that two rulers were too many 
for one country. 

7th, That the extraordinary condufl of the Begum ^ 
was noticed by the Members of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, and in particular by Mr. Francis. 

8th, That the Begum and her eunuchs excited a 
revolt in Oude, when the infurredion happened at 
Benares, is proved beyond a doubt. 

9th, That Mr. Haftings confented to allow the 
Vizier to reclaim the treafures of his father, and to 
pay his mother the amount of her jagbire in future 
in money, as Mr. Briftow had propofed he Ihould 
do in 1776. 


10th, That 
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loth, That no violence of any kind was ever 
offered to the Begum or her fervants, or any one 
man put to death. That Ihe furtendered the treafures 
of the ftate by agreement, and has remained untno}eff> 
cd at Fyzabad, treated with every mark of refpeft. 

1 ith, That thefe treafures were paid by the Vizier • 
in liquidation of the debts of the Eaft-India Com* 
pany, and that no bad ronfequence whatever has or 
can refult to the Bncifh intereffs in India, from the 
condudt of the Governor General and Council upon 
this occafion. 

I have been more particular in ffating thofe oc* 
currences, becaufe much pains have been taken in 
this country to imprels the public with an opinion, 
that Mr. Haftings has forfdted our national chara( 51 er 
for moderation, juftice, and good faith, in thefe 
inftances, and that he had encouraged a fon to 
plunder hii mother in a mod: inhuman manner. 1 
am pofitive I have ffated the fads corredly; and 
1 am not at all apprehenlive that Mr. Haftings’s 
charader will fuffer in the opinion of any unpreju- 
diced man for the part he has taken, in compel- 
ling the Begum to relinquilh the treafures of the ffate. 

Thefe are the moft material occurrences of 178 r, 
in India — • but I cannot avoid joining with General 
Richard Smith, in applauding the wife and fpirited 
condud of Lord North, and his Majefty’s Minifters 
of that day, who at a time of general diftrefs, equip- 
ped fo very confiderablc a reinforcement for the 
prefervation of our pollellions in the Eaft Indies. 
In juftice to Mr, Suhvan, and the late Sir William 
James, their great exertions at this period ought 
B. alft> 
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alio to be mentioned} the wife policy of writing 
fuch letters to Bengal, as tended to imprefs the 
different powers of India with an idea of the fia* 
bility of the men who were to fave India, if it 
could be faved, appears in a very ftrong point of 
view, when contraded with the miferable policy which 
obtained when Mr. Gregory and Sir Henry Fletcher 
came into oAice. 

It is impoffible to continue this narrative without 
Bating the effefl: which the change of Minifters, m 
1782, had upon our affairs in India in the courfe 
of that year. Whatever part Lord North may have 
formerly or latterly taken with refped to Mr. Haf> 
tings, it is certain, that from 1780 to the time his 
Lordfliip refigncd, he gave him very cordial fup- 
port. For my part, I do not fee how the Carnatic 
could have been relieved, or the operations of Go- 
vernment in India carried on at that molt critical 
period, if Mr. Haftings’s removal had been hourly 
^pefted. Lord North was undoubtedly convinced 
that a Bable government was neccBary, and that 
fadions in our councils abroad bad been as deftruc- 
tive there, as be at that time contended, they had 
been in England. 1 believe the adminiBration of 
^is country had not been changed many days, be- 
fore Mr. Burke very publicly declared, that Mr. 
Hallings and Mr. Maepherfon were to be remov- 
ed : — and a refolution that the Diredors ought to 
temove the Governor General, paiTed in May 1782. 
A majority of three in the Court of Diredors did, 
in Odober, agree to Mr. Haftings’s removal } but 
a majority of fuc to one in a General Court pre- 
vented 
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vented if The firft bufinefs attended to at t& 
India Houfe, after Mr. Gregory at»d Sir Henry 
f letcher became the leading men, was to examine 
every 3(51 of Mr. Haltirigs’s government ; not fo 
much with an intension of correiSing evils, according 
to my jndgniiot, as with a view of hntling foc:e 
tranfaftion to rondemn. I have fecn Monv of ih.' 
ietiers written ut t'lai period, in the R'po'-s ol rhe 
iJoniiij’iUe, and upon u y woai, the ladl a|v 
yea;- .o be perfcftly as I have ftated it. The ad- 
vices received from India at this time were, that a 
French armament had arrived, that the Carnatic was 
in the utmoft danger, that every effort that pof- 
£bly could be made for its relief from Bengal had 
been made, and that prodigious fupplies were daily go- 
ing round. Advices were alfo received at this time, 
that the plan formed by Mr. Haftings for detaching 
Madajee Sindia from Guzzerar, by invading his do- 
minions, had effedfually anfwered. That a feparate 
peace with Sindia, and a total edfation of hoftilities 
with the Marattas had been the confequences of it. 
A rcafonabic man would have fuppofed, that Mr, 
Gregory and Sir Henry Fletcher, with ihefe fafts 
before them, might have followed the example fet 
them by Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James, that 
they might have commended the zeal and exertions 
of the Governor General andCouncil in tbefe inftances 
at leaft : — buti have never been able to difeover a 
finglelineof approbation conveyed toMr. Haftings 
for any one aft, from the day Mr. Gregory became 
Chairman tothedayof Sir Henry Fletchcr’srelignaiion, 
Intelligence of the change of AdrainiftratiOT in 
R 2 England 



t t3* ] 

England arrived at Bornbay in Auguft, and at 
Madras and Bengal in September 1782. Thiawas 
accompanied with pofitive aiTurances, that Mr. Haf- 
tings would be innmediateiy removed, and the efTefts 
of fach affurancet were inftantly perceived. The 
Maratta negociation remained fufpended, and the 
government of India loft half its vigour. Fortunate- 
ly, however, early in the month of December, Mr. 
Haftings was informed of the cordial fupport which 
he had received from his generous and independent 
conftituents j the Maratta peace was very foon after 
fully and finally concluded, and the government of 
Bengal again acquired a degree of vigour and ftabi- 
lity. 1 hope I ihall not be thought to affirm roo 
much, when I declare it to be my opinion, that 
Great Britain owes its preiervation of India to the 
interference of the Court of Proprietors in favour of 
Mr. Haftings j becaule, though very worthy men 
may differ as to the degred of merit to which he is 
fairly entitled, it will hardly be faid by any 
man who is acquainted with the genius and temper 
of the natives of India, that a new Governor Ge- 
neral, arriving in Bengal when the Maratta treaty 
was fo far advanced, could have concluded that 
treaty at the time it was concluded, or have raifed 
the fupplies for fupporting the war in the Carnatic. 

The principal events of 1782, in India, were, con* 
finuing the moft liberal and effoftual fupplies in 
money and provifions from Bengal, to the Carnatic 
and to Bombay, fecuring a very large inveftment at a 
reduced price from Bengal for the Englilh market, 
Supplying China with the means of loading the 

Company’s 
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Company’s fliips, by eonfigoing opium to thtf Ajper* 
cargoes, Relieving Fort Marlborough, iacreafing the 
revenues of Bengal without oppreflion, and prelerviog 
our own revenues in perfect tranquillitf. 

In the month of March, 1783, the Greyhound 
packet arrived in Bengal from England. The Ge- 
neral letter contained the fcntiments of a majority of 
the Court of Diredlors on Mr. Haftings's condud at 
Benares, with a declaration that fuch further refolu- 
tions as the Dire(aors might come to, would be fen< 
by a future difpatch to Bengal. This letter naturally 
tended to weaken the authority of the Supreme 
Council. The fubjeft was fo violently agitated in 
this country, that the private letters fent by the 
Greyhound, generally predicted the recall and the 
dilgracc of the Governor General and Mr. Whelcr. 
But 1 forbear to dwell upon this fubjefl, bccaufe I 
truft it is now perfeftly underftood by all deferip- 
tions of men, that the Supreme Council ought to be 
lupported from home, or the members who compofe 
it immediately recalled. Lord North will do Mr. 
Haftings the juftice to declare, that he has invariably 
held this language. 

I have now given a fumraary account of the 
tranfaftions in Bengal, to the period of our latcfl: dif- 
patches from Calcutta. It has been alTcrted by the 
author of the Ninth Report of the Seleft Committee, 
that the natives of Bengal arc reduced to the loweft de- 
gree of depreflion and mifery. A very long diflerta- 
tion upon the trade of Bengal is alfo contained in the 
fame Report. However refpcftable that authority 
may be detmed, I have not the lead fcruple of com- 
mitting 
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poitting royfelf to prove, that fint.e Bengal n'as under 
the Bricilh government, it never enjoyed fo great a 
degree of internal profpenty as it does at t'je prefent 
moment. That Bengal has increafed its population 
very confiderably in every year fuice Mr. Haftjngs 
came to the government. That the manufadlures 
have been greatly increafed in point of quantity, and 
are flill more improved in quality, in the ten laft years, 
and in particular, the inveftments for the laft three 
years are of a very fupcrior quality to any fince the 
Company acquired the Duannee. 1 have taken pains 
to afceriam t-hefe fa^ls from the firfl: authorities in 
London ; and from thefe authorities 1 can alfo affirm, 
that raw filk is now provided in fuch quantities in 
Bengal, and fo excellent in its kind, and in the im- 
proved mode of winding it, that the importation of 
raw filk from Italy has dccrcafed very confiderably 
in the two lad years ; and, in all probability, Bengal 
■will in future entirely fupply rhis valuable material 
for our manufaftures in Great Britain. The culture 
gf indigo is now earned to a confiderable extent in 
Bengal, and will increafe every year as the demand 
for it increafes,^' It has been afilrted in the Ninth 
Report, th^t there is, m faifc, no trade m Bengal, 
except that of the Company’s inveftment from re- 
venue. No aflertion can be more untrue. Thefaft 
is> that for the lad three years, a number of (bipa 

* TJiis is a new article «f commerce from Bengal, and the jndigo 
imported from thence, is of the very firft quality. Let Mr Burke 
examine fume of the hrA merchants in London as to the incTcafe- 
aod impiovemsnt of our Bengal trade. Kum and fine fugar were 
formerly impoited into Btngal; wc now expop both articles in great 
quantities. 



r «^6 1 

have arrived 'i» Behgat Denmark ah(i ForhigaV. 

Thefe fliipa have procured very rich cargoes, withouit 
the fffl'dileft didiculty ; an4 their Whole amount may 
be eftimat^d at one million fterlmg in each year, at 
the kaft. This fa£l is capable of proof. If the 
inland trade and the exports to the Gulphs have fallen 
off of lace years, nothing can be more unjuft than to 
impute this decline to the opprelTiOns of the Englilh. 
Are we accountable for the confufions which have 
prevailed for many years in Periia, for the depreda^ 
tions committed by Nadir Shaw in Indoftan, or tho 
total deftruftion of the Mogul Empire ? All thefd 
events happened before we were known in India, ex- 
cept in the chara&er of merchants. Ac what period of 
the hiftory of Bengal has that country enjoyed fo 
long a peace as lince We acquired pofleffion of the 
Duannec ? Under the dominion of the native princes, 
fcarccly a year paffed without an invafion of fome 
part of the province, or in which feveral were not 
put to death, either for being engaged in aftual re- 
bellion, or from an apprebenfion of their diafte£fion 
to the defpot in office. 1 do not know a fingle in- 
ftance of a native of India being put to death, except 
by a regular and legal fentence, fince we became the 
fovereigns of Bengal. Let the mild condutft of the 
ITnglilh be compared with the inhuman cruelties 
perpetrated by the Dutch andthePortuguele, in their 
progrefs to empire in Afia, and we ihall be Icfs in<^ 
dined to vilify thofc of our countrymen who have 
diftingpiihed themfelves in Indoftan. When I heard 
a celebrated and illuftrious officer declaim, in general 

terms. 
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term^ without Ipecifying the tnofdefs; nixfiacresi* 
monopolies, and opprclfions which have been com* 
mictcd in India, 1 was iaclined to believe that he 
meant, as in his American manifefto, ** to fpeak 
daggers, but to ufe none.'* I declare again, moft fo- 
lemniy, that neither murders nor mallacres have 
been committed by the Engli/h in Bengal : oppref- 
fions may have been exercifed in that country as in 
every other, but thefe have been greatly exaggerated 
indeed} and the. only monopolies exifting are thofe 
of fait and opium, which, without oppreffion, pro> 
duce an immenfe rcveniK to the Eaft-India Com- 
pany. A very ingenious member of the Houfe 
of Commons has fixed the number of people 
who groan under every fpecics of mifcry and op- 
preilion in India, at thirty millions;** and this 
mifcry he dates to be brought upon them by the 
Englilh. As to the number of inhabitants in Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and our part of Orifia, they may be 
eftimated, 1 think, at twelve millions, becaufe thofe 
countries may now be fairly fuppofed to have recover- 
ed from the depopulation occafioned by the famine 
of 1770. I have not a doubt myfclf, but that the 
inhabitants of Bengal will be doubled in a very few 
years, fo firmly convinced am I that the people of 
our provinces fuficr neither deprefilon nor mifer}'. 


• The late Attorney General was ua^uefiionably right in fisting 
dwt a charter was wax and parchment^ when compared to the happi-. 
Bcfs of thiny millions of people. But the Eafi-lndia Company 
have a right to expeft that Mr. Lee will not, without enquiry, adopt 
the ppiaions of Mr. Burhe, in order to violate property. Can he fen- 
oufiy think tfau vi e pl^c and oppt«lt thirty miUwu of people i 

The' 
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The inhabhaott of Benares and OHauzipore, un- 
der the fovereigntjr of the Company, may be eftt- 
mated at two millions rf^ple. They are neither 
rack-rented, nor diilufbed tn their poBeffions. The 
whole country has worn the face of tranquillity and 
profperity from the time of Cheyt Sing's ezpul- 
fion. The provinces of Oude, Corah, Allaha- 
bad, and Rohilcund, contain, I imagine, about eight 
millions of people. We have lb far interfered in the 
government of thefe countries, fince the accellton of 
the prefent fovereign, that we Ihould undoubtedly 
be rerponfible for the happinefs of the natives ; and I 
have never yet heard that they were reduced to a ftate 
of depreflion and mifery. The perfbnal diftrefs of the 
Viaicr arofe, as Mr. Haftiogs foretold, from our exaft- 
ing very great concelfians in territory and money from 
him in 1775. However it will hardly bcdifputcd, 
that on the death of his father, the Vizier owed his 
life to the prefence of our army ; and that we have 
preferved his dominions from failing into that Hate 
of confufion, anarchy, and diftrefs to which the fine 
countries about Lahore and Dehly have been fubjeft 
for the laft thirty years. Admitting that our pro- 
vinces, and thofe of our ally, contain twenty-two 
millions of people, I am confident that by far the 
greateft number would lament any revolution, by 
which they would revert to the ftate they were in 
before we acquired an infiuence in India. I am 
equally confidenc too, that the bulk of the inhabi- 
tants of no country upon earth, enjoy a greater de- 
gree of eafe and happinefs, than the lower ranks of 

S men 
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oien in Bengal. The Northern Circars, 'ivbicb are 
tuider the government of Fort St. George, have 
been uninvaded during the late war; nor have I 
heard it aifeted, that complaints of oppreSlon have 
been received from the Zemindars of thofe diftrids. 
The balances due to the Company arc doubtlefs very 
confiderable ; but we have not the lead; reafon to fup* 
pofe that inhuman means will be reforted to in order 
CO recover them. The Carnatic has been defolated 
by a long and cruel war. Some parts of it, however, 
were in fuch a (late as to afford a revenue to the Com- 
pany } and as there was not an enemy in the country 
when the laft accounts left India, we may reafonably 
hope that the diftrcfles of the natives have been con- 
ffderably alleviated. The countries to the fouthward 
of the Coleroon, were completely protefted ; and, as 
well as Tanjore, entirely exempted from the calami- 
ties of war, as appears by Lord Macartney’s letter of 
MarcJr^j fo that the number of inhabitants in the 
CirCars, the G^arnaiic, and Tanjore, amount to feven 
millions. I dp not know what authority Mr. Burke 
has to pronounce .that the thirty millions I have enu- 
merated, groan under every fpccies of oppreffion 
and mifery. I have the utmoft refpeft for the abili- 
ties, the ingenuity, and the invention of that gentle- 
man ; but^I can now and the^ oppofe a faft to a 
ffouriih. 

We ban received advices ftwm Madrsi of the 8th of Septem- 
bir, and £rom Bengal of the (th of Auguft, fince this Narrative 
tveijt to the prefa. All was peace m India, except with Tippoo Saib, 
and we were negotiating a treaty with him. In the mean time we 
had thtee ornuet ready to a£i againft different parts of bit dominions, 
Ihonld he refufe to accede to reafonable terms ; and all the French 
troops had quitted his ftandard. 

Xlavioft 
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Having condfciy related the {mneipal event* whieix 
have occurred in India during Mr. admi» 

niftration, I cannot conclude this narrative vvit))out 
taking notice of the late extraordinary proceeditgl 
in this country relative to the Governor General and 
the Eaft India Company. 

Some time before the rile of the laft lellidn x>f 
Parliament, a Committee of Proprietors waited upon 
Lord North and Mr. Fox, the Minifters of that 
day, in order to explain their fentiments of the con~ 
dud of Mr. Hallings, who had in the mod explicit 
and manly terms, called upon the Court of Direc* 
tors, and his Majefty’s Miniders, either to fupport 
or to remove him. The Minifters, though thus car- 
neftly called upon, fulfered the felfton to pafs over 
without bringing any propofition before Pailiament. 
Mr. Haftings had informed his conftituents, that the 
revenues of Bengal were iiKieafcd a million fterling, 
and that peace would be Ihortly concluded with the 
Marat tas. Perhaps his Majefty’s Minifters confiding 
in this declaration, were lefs anxious to pulh forward 
the violent meafures which they have lince produced 
but they were willing, at the fame time, that the 
adual government of India ftiould be as much de- 
graded as pofilble ; for on the laft day of the laft 
lefiioD, Mr. Burke moved, (and Lord Norfti feconded 
the motion,) for certain papers to be laid before the 
Houfe at their meeting, relative to tranikftioDS of 
the year 1775# What renders this matter the more 
curious is, that th? papers moved for had all beeix 
perufed in 1776 by Lord North, who then wiihed 
to remove Mr. Haftings, becauie cerain charges 
S a woe 
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vrtre exltibkcd agaijfft Ittm which were never tteemp- 
ted t« be i and at that time coo, Mr. Burke’s 
irkodamod patrons were hh moft ftrenuous defender s 
latflboourre of the fummer, two packets arrived from 
India; thejr brought a vonfirmition of the Marattt 
peace, and the moft fatisfaflory accounts of our af- 
lairs 'in Bengal and its dependencies. It appeared 
alfb that, that every effort had been made by the 
Supreme Council for the fupport of the Britilh in^ 
tcreft in every other qusnter of India. A few days 
previous to the meeting of Parliament, the Court of 
Proprietors, aftembled, and voted, with one diftenting 
toiq^ the thanks of the Company to Mr. Haftings 
and his Council, for their great exertions in the pub- 
lic ferdoe, and a requeft that Mr. Haftings would 
not quit his government until peace was fully re- 
ftored. 

Mr. Fox, on the firft day of the feffion, gave no. 
tice, chat in a week he would move for leave to bring 
in a bill to r^ulaee our Governments in India. His 
djpeech on the day he opened his plan, was indeed a 
moft extraordinary <me. — It will be fufficient to fay, 
that every chaige brought againft Mr. Haftings on 
that day, has been often refuted. Lord North was 
not then prefent, or he would have coivefiied (cveral 
df bis honourable colleague’s mUreprefantations. 1 
Ibrbear to detail the progrefs of a 'biff which, 1 be- 
lieve, h now univerfally Kprobatod without doors : 

Suffice it to '^y, that in ib far as Mr. Haftings is 
concerned, Mr, Fox adoj^dllH the pr^odkes of bis 
moft; iftveterate enemies. Some miftakes perhaps be 
led imo by ta^nformation. Inferticulafr, Sir 

Hengi 
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Henry Fleldier hazarded «n alfa-tion* fbr which 
there was not the feoiiUeft foundation in faft. The 
honourable Baronet fimlf could not do it in order 
to give Mr. Fox an opportunity of founding the 
praifes of Lord Macartney, or of going out of his 
way ,to gratify the friends of the late Lord Pigot^ 
by wantonly traducing the charafter of Mr. Haf* 
uogs. The fallacy of Mr. Fox’s rcafoning becomes 
more and more apparent to the public every hour. 
He pretends to adopt Mr. Burke’s pretended idea, 
that thirty millitnis of people are oppreffed by the 
Engliih in India. This cannot he his real opinion t 
if it was, would he have fudered the laft feffion to 
pafs over, though called upon by Mr. Haftings, 
without doing or attempting any thing ? Mr. Fox 
has never ventured to argue upon the aftual Hate of 
India, when the latcft advkes came from thence ; on 
the contrary, he dwelt upon tranfadions which hap.- 
pened fourteen, twelve, and ten years ago. Mr. 
Burke afted with lefs confifteocy j for he oppofed the 
Begolating Ad of I773> and was then the aiTerter 
of the Company's rights, and the defender of the 
charaders of the Company’s fervants. 

Perhaps it will not be very becoming in roe to 
make any obfervations on the capacity of the Diseo 
tor, nominated by Mr. Fox for the future Govefto* 
neot of India. The noble Loed at the head of the 
Seven, is uawcrTally dlowed to be a mod: amiaibb 
and virtuous charader. But to be at the head Si 
fitch a compuflum, requires ^ thorough knowkdgit 
of India, and iS||G;.|| 9 deft iotpartiality. That 
noble h totaHy deficient in thefe leqiiifiies, 

tnuft 
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muft be clear to every one who heard hU Lordfhip 
leaci OAC letter, dated io Bengal in 1769, and ano< 
ther in 1775, ftating abufes oroppreifions in thecol* 
ledion of the revenues, and arguing from thofe do* 
cumenes in favour of Mr. Fox’s bill. The mode of 
colleding the revenues has been totally altered fmee 
thofe periods. 1 Ihould fcarcely fuppofe that the 
four Diredors, whofe names arc inferted after the 
noble Earl’s, have had either opportunity or inclina- 
tion to ftudy the affairs of India, as they mud be ftu* 
died by any man or body of men who mean to govern 
that country for the advantage ol this. Mr. Gre- 
gory and Sir Henry Fletcher have been concerned 
undoubtedly for fome years in the affairs of India. 
The former was many years a free merchant in 
Calcutta; the latter has been fivcral voyages as a 
Mate or a Captain of an Indiaman ; yet, with all 
due deference to the fplendid abilities of both chefe 
gentlemen, I am yet to learn what particular fervices 
■were performed by cither of them, as Chairman of 
the Court of Dirediors. Ind'u has, undoubtedly, 
been faved by the exeniona of Mr. Haftings, the 
Supreme Council, Sir Eyre Coote, &c. abroad -, and 
by the afliiftance afforded to them from home in 
Lord North's admioifh-adon, at the requifition of 
Sulivan and Sir William James, not merely in 
the reinforcements fent to India, but in that cordial 
and fteady fupport and confidence, which fhould 
febfift between the government of Great Britain and 
its d^endendes in Ii^a at all tunes, but more 
particularly in the hour of d§B^ty and diftrefs* 
It wottU lead ne from the pn^r fubjed; of this 

review. 
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review, was I to in&rt the remarks that muft natu- 
rally occur to every imn, who reflcAs upon the 
mean and unworthy aAs which have been pradUfed 
for fome time paft, to injure Mr. Haftings in the 
public opinion. The Reports of a Committee have 
been fold as pamphlets, unacccompanied by vouch- 
ers or explanations. What is called the Eleventh 
Report of the Seledl Committee, was lent under a 
blank cover to feveral noble Lords, while the bill 
was depending. This Report contained feveral 
ftriftures on thefe letters which Mr. Haftings had 
written to the Court of Dircftors. In one of them 
he had inclofed an account of fums received by him 
as prefents, amounting to two hundred thoufand 
pounds, and carried to the Company’s credit. The 
Eleventh Report docs not contain any copy of thefe 
letters, or of this account, though wonderful inge- 
nuity is difplayed by the compiler of it, in pointing 
out certain inconfiftencles, which muft remain un- 
explained for the prefent ; but I am fure no man 
living, who reads the Eleventh Report, will con- 
ceive that the following paragraph was contained in 
Mr. Haftings ’s letter to the Diredors of the i6th 
of December, 1782; *‘If I appear in any unfa- 
“ vourable light by thefe tranfadions, I refign the 
“ common and legal fccurity of thofe who commit 
crimes or errors. I am ready to anfwer any par- 
“ ticular queftion that may be put againft myfclf 
“ upon honour, or upon oath.” I am fo confident 
that Mr. Haftings will be ali|y to explain fully and 
fatis/adorily his for concealing for a time, 

from 
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id, thari’earoeftiywTffi-Myi^U 
’upon to '(elate pvery itl^ute clrcitMiedc^fattt^lhl^ 
the fkeipt of each fepjtfate irtltle in the iccouht*; 
foch an order, I trufl, has already been fene 0 iia|. 
It would have been candid, therefore, in the com- 
piler of the pamphlet, entitled the j^veoth Re- 
port, ’Sf'iw had waited for the afriVdi'fjlT^ iH:- 
planation $ but if he realty thought^ he hid ^ifghc 
(he Governor General at a difadvAntage, it would 
have been juft and honeft in him, when he wis 
commenting upon letter, to have infefted tl^c 
^ letter entire, or at leaft (he veiy matjhllal pa^^ph 
which I have quoted. .. • » 

A man of plain underftanding might be led to 
ruppofe, from the ungenerous, paltry, and unfair 


prafcices, W'hich all men have noticed for chele two 
years paft, that to a party jtt this country, the re- 
moval of Mr. Haftings from the government of 
Bengal^ )ras of infinitely more confequence than the 
pre^rvation of ouf In^di ^pire. Whether to the 
public meafures of one fet of men, or to the intem- 
pera$ bppojfition of another fat df men) we may^iCn 
tribue wibrs'of America, | cannot, determine ; but 
l^ieve \3lpq(i t»y cy(cleQce, that ^e violent bill, 
|m^^ddand^ppo^^l >7 potties formerly fo ho^le 
worlf^ke^cbrivcd us of" pdjitf* 
ifpalm Moftidi, paded into h law/" 
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PREFACE. 


H E controul which the Supreme 
Council of Bengal holds over the 
other prefidencies, makes the members of 
that Government in fome mealure refpon- 
fible for the peace of India. It will ap- 
pear very clearly upon inquiry, that the 
Governor - General and Council exerted 
themfelves to the extent of the powers vef- 
ted in them by the Leglflature, to avert 
thofe misfortunes which have been expe- 
perienced upon the coaft of Coromandel ; 
but that a war with a country power 
fliould have been commenced with fuch 
circumftances of difgrace to our arms, 
was not apprehended, I will venture to 
fay, either by the Supreme Council or 
by any man in India. 
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Mucli pains has been taken in India, 
and the fame efforts will doubtlels be ufed 
in England, to attribute every unfortunate 
event upon the coaft to the Mahratta war ; 
wdiich by fome in Bengal, and moft of 
the gentlemen in Madras, has been deno- 
minated Mr. Haftings's war. The Court 
of Diredlors, wlro, pcrfedly acquainted 
with the circumflances which led to the 
war, highly approved of the conduiSl which 
the Governor-General took in it, will, 
doubtlefs, do him the juflicc to contradift 
this aflertion. 

In the following Ikctch I mean to relate 
the events which led to a war which, from 
the year 1778, uniformly fuccefsful on our 
part, mufb have produced an honourable and 
advantageous peace many months ago, if 
the invafion of the Carnatic, the deftruftion 
of a third part of our army, and the expeda- 
tionof a Flench armament, had not given 
frefli fpirits to a vanquifhed enemy. 


Upon 



( Hi ) 

Upon other articles the conduft of 
the Governor - General has been groffly 
mifreprcfented : It may not therefore be 
unacceptable to his friends, to relate as 
concil'ely as the importance of the fubjedl 
will admit, the principal tranfadions in 
Bengal, from the period of his arrival' in 
February 1772, to the day of my depar- 
ture from Bengal the 9th of January 1781; 
firft premifing that I will not advance a 
fingle fad which I cannot piovc, either 
from my own knowledge or from au- 
thentic documents now in my pofleffion. 

No man has more fevcrcly fuffered from 
nnjuft or illiberal infinuations than Mr. 
Ilaftings ; nor has any man Icfs deferved 
them : fince, even in liis own juftiheation, 
he has carefully avoided all perfoiial reflcC’- 
tions. It is much to be lamented, that the 
public has fuffered as well as Mr. Haftings, 
by the impreffion which fuch infinuations 
did at the time make upon the Court of 
Diredors ; for to what other caufe can it 
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be owing, that, for fo many years, they 
withheld their confidence from a man they 
once thought fo worthy of it ? Confeious 
of the rectitude of his own aftious, he has 
been too little folicitous to Item that tor- 
rent of calumny and abufe which his op- 
ponents have fo liberally beftowed upon 
him. It is now high time to refute thefe 
calumnies. I do not hefitate to declare, 
nor am 1 apprehenfive of committing my- 
fclf too far by fuch a declaration, that to 
render our poffeliion of Bengal of confe- 
quence to the Britifh nation, Mr, Haftings 
mufi: be fupported, and with efFed, both 
by Government and the Eaft- India Com- 
pany. The event will prove that my judg- 
ment has not been warped by my private 
afiedtions. 


PaSKVAKT 

1781. 


JOHN SCOTT. 
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BENGAL. 


IV^R. Haftings was appointed by the Court 
of Direftors to fuccced to the government of 
Bengal, in the month of April, 1772, immedi- 
ately after the great famine. They were alfo 
pleafed to inveft him with fome extraordinary 
powers, not heretofore veiled in a Governor, 
from a conviftion, that if their affairs there 
were yet retrievable, Mr. Haftmgs, (whofe 
perfeverance, firmnefs, and integrity, both in 
Bengal and Madras had been remarkably con- 
fpicuous,) was the moft proper perfon to be em- 
ployed in fo arduous an undertaking. It is 

well 
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well known that the government of Bengal was 
from various caufes at this time reduced to the 
greateft diftrcfs. The late Governor, though 
in his piivate characJier very refpcftable, poffef- 
ied neither the vigoui or relulution which his 
]U)bl)C flation icqinied ; and the Members of 
his Council fubmitted to the continuance of 
evils w hich they wanted cither the power or the 
inclination to reform. The Company's an- 
nual cxjienccs in Bengal confiderably exceeded 
their revenues ; and although bills had been 
drawn upon the Court of Diredors for more 
than a million fteiling in 1770, there flill re- 
mained a bond debt of a million and a half fler- 
luig, due to individuals in Bengal. There was 
a pioipcd alfo of tnis bond debt leing monthly 
iiicrealed to the degree, that the expenccs and 
the iiw cflment exceeded the actual revenues of 
the provinces. * 

So fupine a Government mufl have funk of 
itfclf in a few years. 1 hat this was the real 
Bate of public affairs in Bengal, when Mr. Ha- 
fangs ariived there, is known to every man at 
that time in India. In April 1772, he fucceed- 
ed to the ch.iir, and arduous as the talk of re- 
formation is in all countries, but more paiticu- 
laily ill Ecngal, he inftanily began upon it. 
'1 he exceflivc civil chaigcs in Calcutta were re- 
trenched, 


* See the Appendix. 
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trenched, unneccffary appointments were abo- 
liflied, and that Ipirit of extravagance and difli- 
pation which had pervaded all orders of men, 
was fupprelTcd, both by precept and example. 

Notwithftanding oppofition from many in- 
dividuals, Mr. Haftings fteadily purfucd his 
plan of reformation, regardlefs of the perfonal 
obloquy which attended it, and in lefs than a 
month from his acceffion to the chair, the 
face of affairs was totalfy altered. Evei y refo- 
lution of Government was carried into effedl 
with a promptitude and fpirit which did honour 
to its executive members. 

The Court of Diredtors at this time determi- 
ned to ftand forth themfelves as Dewans of the 
provinces, through the agency of their own 
fervants j and Mr. Haflings loft no time in car- 
rying orders fo beneficial to the Company into 
execution. He proceeded to Moorfhedabad, the 
refidence of the Nabob and the native officers of 
the Government, attended by three members of 
the Board, with an intention to inveftigatc the 
ftate of the Revenues, to reduce the charges in- 
curred in the colledtion of them, and to eftablifh 
provincial Courts of Juftice, which might pre- 
vent thofe afts of oppreffion and arbitrary 
power that had hitherto been fo much com- 
plained of. 

tTnfortunately for the Company in this, as 
in many other inftances, Mr, Haftings had 

not 
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not tlic power to carry his whole plan into execu- 
tion ; but thofe regulations which he tlid efta- 
blifli will ever remain as the ftrongeft proofs of 
the extent of his genius, and of the laborious 
attention he paid to every point, which could 
in the leaft degree contribute to fecure the 
natives of Bengal in the pofleffion of their pro- 
perty. 

The fame unremitting attention was paid to 
public bufinefs, on his return to Calcutta ; and 
the Court of Direftors were very early in their 
acknowledgments of Mr. Haftings’s fervices, 
and of the benefits which were derived from 
them. 

At the clofe of the year 1772 a new feene 
■was opened in Bengal. To the fpirited and de- 
cided part which Mr. Haflings then took in 
foreign politics, are the Company and the Bri- 
tilh nation indebted for the dominions and the 
extenfive influence which they now enjoy in 
Indoft'an. To fet this matter in its true point 
of view, and not with a defign to refleft upon 
the political conduft of any perfon, it is necef- 
fary to 1 evert to the period of Lord Clive’s go- 
vernment. 

The Eaft-India Company’s affairs were fo 
thoioughly inveftlgaicd by a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons in 1772, whofe proceed- 
ings have fince been made public, that it is 
ncedlcfs to relate the fteps by which we have ar- 
rived 
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rived at our prefent power in India. The 
Company's agents in Bengal were inoffenfive and 
reputable merchants when they were attacked 
without provocation, by that moft defpicable of 
tyrants, Surajah Dowlah, the grandfon of an 
Ufurper : they were at firft driven from their 
poffeffions, but had afterwards the good fortune 
to fee their profecutor vanquiflied and depofed : 
his fuccelTor, Meer Jaffier, who owed his pro- 
motion entirely to us, beheld the increafe of our 
power with a jeah^us eye, and concerted a 
fcheme with the Dutch for our deftruftion. 
The firmnefs of Colonel Clive defeated the pro- 
jeft, and in the fucceeding Government it was 
neceflary to depofe the Nabob. A chain of well 
known events brought on a war with the fuccef- 
for, and his rcftoration. In one campaign, Cof- 
lim Alley was driven from the provinces. Sujah 
Dow’lab, Nabob ofOudeand Vjzier, unprovoked 
by us, invaded Bahar ; he was defeated, and had 
thrown himfelf upon our mercy at the time that 
Lord Clive returned to Bengal in 1765; his 
Lordlhip di^lated his own terms to the King, Su- 
jah Dowlah, and the young Nabob of Bengal. 
We had certainly a right to retain the pofleffion 
of countries which we had conquered in a juft 
and neceflary war, and Lord Clive undoubtedly 
gave the Princes of Indoftan a confpicuous 
proof of his moderation, wheri he only required 
fifty lacks of rupees from the Vizier as a com- 

C pcnfation 
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penfaiion for the reftoration of bis country, and 
the ceflion of Benares. 

By the treaty which his Lordftiip concluded 
with the King, he guaranted to him the poflef- 
lion of the provinces of Corah and Allahabad, 
and engaged to pay h;m twenty-fix lacks of 
rupees annually from the provinces of Ben- 
gal. I’crhaps all the objeffions to fo fatal a drain 
of fpccie from Bengal did not then occur to his 
Lordlliip, or Patna or Mongliier would have 
been fixed upon as the place of his Majefty's rcfi- 
dcnce. In this cafe, the evils which have fince 
befallen the unhappy monarch would have been 
prevented, and our provinces confidcrably be- 
nefittcd, by having the amount of the tribute an- 
nually circulated in them. Still the condition 
implied in the treaty was undoubtedly, that his 
Majefty fliould refide under our immediate pro- 
tedion at Allahabad, which he quitted in June, 
1771, at the inftigation of the Marattas, who 
had engaged to condud him to Dehly ; a projed 
this Prince had much at heart. 

By leaving Allahabad he quitted our pro- 
tedion; and Mr. Haftings, who arrived in 
Bengal early in the next year, very juftly 
concluded that the iirft ufe which the Ma- 
rattas would make of their royal gueft, would 
be to extort from him the provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad. He had authentic intelligence 
foon after, that grants of thefe provinces were 

adually 
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m&de to them ^nd dgned by the King ; 
and if his Majefty^s commands were at all events 
to be obeyed, we might be required, in another 
year to evacuate Bengal. The danger that was to 
be apprehended from having the Marattas (not at 
that time broken by inteibne diviiions) fb near 
us was early forefeen, and wifely guarded againft 
by an alliance with Sujah Dowlab, which being 
concluded on the firm bafis of mutual interelf, 
was in no danger of being violated. 

It is well known that this Prince had been 
confidered as a difaffe^ed ally during the go- 
vernments of Mr. Verelft and Mr. Cartier. By 
his conduft in 1768 he had fo far excited the 
fufpicio IS of a majoiity of the Seleilf Committee, 
that th:y deputed two of their members, and a 
gentleman of the Council, to expoAulate and 
to tieat with him. In Mr. HaAings’s admi- 
niHration he became a moA ufeful and valua* 
ble ally. 

When Mr. HaAIngs fucceeded to the govern- 
ment, the province of Beng^ had been' nearly 
exhauAed of its circulating fpecie, by the an- 
nual tribute of twenty-Ax lacks of rupees to 
the King, by the remittances in filver to China, 
to Madras, to Bombay, and to Europe } not a 
rupee of which ever returned agJin j by the to- 
tal Aop which was put to the importation of 
bullion from Europe or from PerOa, in confe-* 
quence of the great increafe of our own inveA-. 

C z ment. 
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meiiety *ad the fupplies- which were aibrded* to^ 
foreign coinpanlesy by the fetvants of the Com- 
pany, who had no other means of remitting 
their fortunes to Europe j the fatal efieds of 
which Mr, Verelft had forefeeni and reprefented 
Tcry fully to the Diredors ki a ftrica of letters 
which do great honour to his abilities and fore* 
fight. 

The regulations which were framed by Mr. 
Haftings on his acceHIon to the cha!r> although 
they immediately contributed to the happinefs 
of the natives, and would in lime prove high- 
ly beneficial to the Company, were not effica- 
cious to relieve their prefent wants. The 
diftrefs of the Diredors for ca(h at home was 
very great \ they had been obliged to have re- 
courfe to Parliament for aflifiance, in confequence 
of the large drafts which had been made upon 
them from Bengal. Their chief dependance was 
upon Mr. Haftings to extricate the Company 
from their difficulties, both in Europe and in 
Afia. Their confidence was not mifplaced, and 
their moft fanguine expedations were fully an- 
fwered. Foreign trade was encouraged to a 
greater degree than had before been known, and 
a new commerce, by the way of Sue?., was open- 
ed in confequence of the encouragement given 
to it by Mr. Haftings, which promifed a relief 
to the languid circuIaHon in &ngal, opened a 
quick cofiiouifiicatioii with Great-Brltsii)^ and 

ba» 
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bu fince been of the moft eflentiftl advantage 

us. Dufiucks were abolilhed in the province^ 
and every fpecies of undue influence fupprefled 
as far as the authority of government could fup- 
prefs it. 

The King, as I before oblerved, having ceded 
Corah and Allahabad to the Mabrattas, it became 
a qucflion, whether we fliould tamely permit 
them to take pofleflion of thofe provinces, with 
theprofpeftof Bengal being invaded the follow- 
ing year, trinflantly fecure them. The latter le- 
fblution was taken ; and a member of the Coim- 
ci) was deputed to form an exaft flatement of 
their revenues in May, 1773. The King was at 
this time a prifoner at large at Dehly, flighted and 
defpifed by the Mahrattas, who propofed to in- 
vade the dominions of Siijah Dowlah, by the 
route of Rohilound. To prevent this invafloo, 
the firft brigade, conlifting of one regiment of 
Europeans, fix battalions of Seapoys, and twen- 
ty pieces of cannon, had formed a junftion with 
the troops of Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas^ 
and were advancing towards the banks of the 
Ganges, by forced marches. The Mahrattas, 
who had forded that river, rccroffed it with pre- 
cipitation, as we advanced, were purfued, and 
prevented from doing any further damage than 
the plundering and burning a few inconfiderable 
villages in Rohilcund. When the approach of 

the 
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the rains fwelled the Ganges, our troops returned 
to Oude. This expeiimon laid the foundation of 
the Rohilla war, of which I fhall fpeak more 
fully hereafter, 

Sujah Dowlah had repeatedly and earneftly 
folicited a perfonal conference with Mr. Haft- 
ings, to Inch he confented, and met him at 
Benares, in September, 1773, a few months af- 
ter we had taken poiTcITiOh of Corah and Allaha- 
bad. 

It was at this time that Mr. Haftings conclu- 
ded the treaty of Benares, which in its confe- 
qucnces was fo extremely beneficial totheEaft- 
India Company. 

The principal articles wete the ceflioii of Co- 
rah and Allahabad to the Vizier, the incrcafe of 
the fubfuly, arid our engagement to aflifl: him in 
the conqueft of Eohilcund, 

The nominal revenues of Corah and Allaha- 
bad were twenty-five lacks of rupees per an- 
num ; but the afiual colledtions fell greatly lliort 
of this Aim : nor could any collections be made 
without the affiflance of a ftrong military force. 
Several difafieCted Zemindars were to be re- 
duced ; and thefe provinces were feparated 
from our other pofleflions by the dominions of 
Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benares, at that time a 
tributary to Sujah Dowlah. Mr. HaAings, af- 
ter the matureft reflection, confented to cede 
thefe countries to Sujah Dowlah, in confidera- 

tion 
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t'on of bis paying fifty lacks of to 

the Company. This arttde of the treaty was 
highly approved of by the Court of Direftors. 

We were bound by Lord Clive’s treaty with 
the Vizier to affift him with a military force, 
and be was to pay thirty thoufand rupees* a 
month for a complete brigade ; which was fup' 
pofed to be equivalent to the additional expence 
ingurred in the field, though it was in fadt very 
inadequate to it. Mr. Haftings thought, and 
with jufticc, that Sujah Dowlah Ihould pay the 
whole cxpcnce of an army afting at his requifi* 
tion, or a fum equivalent to it. This he ^nfent- 
ed to, and it w'as fixed at two lacks and ten thou- 
fand rupees a montb.f This alteration was 
warmly approved by the Dlredors. 

The articles by which the Company were en- 
gaged to aflift the Vizier in the conqueft of Ro- 
hilcund, however feverely attacked both In Bengal 
and England, may certainly be defended on the 
ftrideft grounds of policy and juftice. 

The RohillasJ w^ere a tribe of Afghan Tartars, 
who about twenty-fix years before this time in- 
vaded and conquered a large and fertile tradt of 
country lying to the eaftward of the Ganges, 

and 
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X DowU Hiftory of the Decline of the Mogul Eiuplre, pu* 
bliihed to 1768, p. 3 7, gives thu account of the Rohillat . In 
th» yeu 1 7 ^ Ah a Patau of the RohiJla tribe, 

a foldier 
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•nffboundcd on one fide by the north-eafi fron- 
tier of Oude, and on the other by what are 
called the Cachmere-hills, which arc a continua- 
tion of thofe mountains that feparate Bengal from 
Thibet. Some of the original invaders of this 
country are yet living. The fixed inhabitants 
are Hindoos. The Rohillas are Muflulmen and 
foldicrs to a man. The revenues were regularly 
collefted and divided amongft the differeut chiefs, 
of whom the moft confiderable were Fyzula 
Cawn and Haffez Hamer. The Vizier had long 
beheld, with great mortification, the fettlement 

of 


a foUicr of fortune, and natit* of tte mountams of Cabahftan, 
begun to appiai m arms. He had fome yeart before come to 
Dehfy, and was entertained in the fervice of Mahummud 
Shaw, and the command of afmall diftriA betnreenPehly and 
lahore wac conferred upon kim , here he entcitaioed all 
gnnu of hit oirn clan who came down in quift of military fer- 
niocfiom their native mouiitajni , not paying his rentj^ernind, 
the Fegcdar, to whom be was aecoauitable, raifed 15000 men to 
expel or ch^ife him , he was defeated with great flaughter, and 
thui All laid the foundation of the Rohilla gosernment. 
tlpm this defeat the Virier fent 30,000 men under bis fon 
againft the rebels. Each fide averfc to a dccifjon by battle, a 
treaty was concluded, whereby Ah was to keep the coantry bc> 
foie governed by Hmind upon paying the ancient revenues tn 
die Crown no payment wat made, and All continued to 
Srengtben himfclf, and ravaged the neighbounag country to fub- 
fid bis army at Jail the monarch himfelf wat obliged to taka 
the field. All fliut htmfelf up in Bangur, where he was obli- 
ged to capitulate. He was earned a priJbnar to Dehly, whero 
be remained fix ffionthi , at the end of which the Parana not 
«nly obtained him hit relcafc, but the Fcugedarfiiip of Sirhind. 
Thera he maintained himfelf, and collcfling his difperied 
tnbos, kept poSeifion not oely of Sirhind, but fevcral dktriQo 
bMwctnthe rivers, and beyond the Ganges, withoit reauttinf 
•Mgnpee to court." Tiua happened u 1747. 

a 
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of tKeltolitllai in a diftriift which had formerly 
been dependant upon Oude ; but as our Goyern- 
ment had entertained fo ftrong a jealoufy of hi$ 
power, previous to Mr. Haftings’s acceffion, and 
had kept up a correfpondence with the Rohillas, 
he had been prevented from fubduing them •, 
and it is alfo probable that he did not think 
himfelf equal to the conqueft of the country 
without our afli dance. 

A bare infpe«3ion of the map will prove of 
how much confequence it was, that the power 
in podedion of Rohilcund Ihould be in driA 
alliance with us. 

The foil is fo fertile that an army of Mahrattas 
might fubfift m it for any length of time. It is 
f\^ll of ftrong forts for the fecurity of plunder ; 
and from hence in the courfe of one feafon their 
ravages might have been extended through the 
dominions of the Vizier into Bengal. When 
therefore the Mahrattas weremafters of theKing’s 
perfon and of Dchly, and threatened ro invade 
the country of an ally, whom by treaty, and 
from policy w'e were bound to defend, it was 
abfolutely neceflary either to conclude a defenfive 
alliance with the Rohillas, or to take pofTeihon 
of their country. 

Many fmall dates in Europe have been pre- 
cifely in the fame fituation. It was impolTible 
that they could remain neuter in our approaching 
rupture with t^e Mahrattas ; and they concly- 

D ded 
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dcd Ml dthnce with ^ Vizier and the Cemptnyi 
by which we engaged to proted their country 
from the ravages of the Mahrattas ; they oq 
their part were to join os viith their torces* an4 
at the concluiiun of the campaign to pay forty 
tachs of rupees, as their proportion of the cUf 
pences of the war. 

The Mdhratta*, as I before obferved, did in* 
vadc Rohilcund, but we arrived fo opportunely 
that they were obliged to retreat very precipitate* 
ly. The Rohillas as we advanced peremptorily 
refufed to join us, and it was propofed to ftorm 
their camp ; which tbev prevented, by forming 
a jundion when we were upn the point of car- 
rying this tlefign into execution. 

On the return of our troops to Oude, the Vi, 
jtier demanded the flipulated payment of forty 
lacks, which at hrft was evaded, and afterwards 
abfolutcly refufed. 

Such was the (late of this bulinefs when Mr, 
Haftings met the Vizier at Benares. 

That the Rohillas would dread the Virier^s 
refentment for this breach of faith cannot be 
doubted *, and that, to guard themfelves againft 
the rffeds of ir, they would apply to the Mah, 
rattas for afliftance was highly probable. In 
truth they did negociate with them. I need 
not mention the many fatal confequences with ' 
which fuch an alliance would have been attend, 
ed. Succefs in the Rohilla war extended and 

fecured 
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fectired toe irbntier of an ally and dependant oA 
ns ; and it was founded on their breach of trea- 
ty and their alliance with his enennies. 

The advantages which the Eafi-India Com- 
pany were to reap from the war, were great in- 
deed : Our exbaufted provinces were to be relie- 
ved from the pay of a thiid part of our army 
during the fcrvice; and we were to receive 
fifty lacks of rupees at the conclufion of it. 

The danger apprehended from an inerfafe of 
the Vizier’s power was merely ideal, as the 
event has fully proved. Mr. Haftings, who 
had ftudied his charafl:er, knew it perfeftly 
well ; but the gentlemen at home, who had for 
a long time been alarmed by accounts of the 
dangerous ambition and hi^h fpirit of Sujah 
Dowlah, deemed every addition which we might 
make to his power a meafurc founded upon wrong 
policy. Fortunately, however, for the Company 
and the Britilh nation, the man who managed 
their political affairs in Bengal clearly forefaw 
and fieadily purfued their true interefis. 

The Ronilla war commenced in 1774, the 
conqueft of the country was effefted in feven 
months, and an equitable peace was concluded 
W'ith Fyzula Cawn, the principal Rohilla chiefs 
which has continued from that period uninter- 
rupted. 

I fhould exceed the bounds which I have pre- 
feribed to myfclf, were I to enter into sr detail of 
D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings's public proceedings from his re^* 
turn to Calcutta in September 17731 to the 
commencetnent of the new Government in Oc- 
tober 1774, when his authority was eflfedtually 
annihilated. But the concurrent teftimony of 
of the Hnglilh gentlemen then in Bengal, the 
flourilhing ftate of the Company’s affairs, the in« 
creafe of wealth, and the adedlion Ihewn by the 
natives to our Government, are ample proofs 
that every moment of his time was employed in 
purfuing the true interefls of his conflituents. 

In the year 1767 I travelled four hundred 
miles through that country, it was very thinly 
inhabited •, the appearance of an European with 
his attendants excited diftruft and apprehenfion. 
1 have travelled the fame road lince that period ; 
I then found it in high cultivation. The na- 
tives, fecure under the protedlion of humane and 
equal laws, were increafing in numbers, and no 
longer looked upon EnglilhmeD as enemies. 

It is certain, however clamour may have ob- 
feured the truth, that the lower ranks of peo- 
ple in no part of the woild live mote happily, 
or are lefs opprefled than the natives of ^n- 
gal and Bahar. The abufes which exifted after 
our accefSon to the Dewanee are more to be at- 
tributed to a defective fyftem of Government 
than to the want of inclination to corredt them 
in the members of adminiAration ; nor could 
thefc abufes be corredted until the Governor 

and 
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and Council were authorUed to break through 
the forms of a double Government. 

At Mr. Haftings's acceffion to the chair he 
intirely new modelled the public offices, and 
allotted to each its diftin^ bufinefs. The mode 
of collecting the revenues, as well as the quan- 
tum to be collected, had heretofore been regula- 
ted by the reiident of the Durbar and Mahomed 
Riza Cawn ; and even after the cftablilhment of 
provincial councils, Muorihedabad continued the 
feat of Government. But w'hen the double Go- 
vernment, as it has been properly called, was 
abolilhed, Mr. Haftings removed all the native 
officers of it to Calcutta, and brought every de- 
partment of finance immediately before the 
Council 

His regulations of the public offices, of the 
collections, and the various ceconomical reforms, 
which, notwithftanding the difficulties prevent- 
ing, and the odium confequent, he had elfeCted 
in the Ihort fpace of thirty months, added to 
the fupply of treafure, which the treaty of Be- 
nares afforded, had raifed the reputation of the 
government of Bengal to the higheft pitch, and 
the Company’s affairs, which, when he fucceed- 
cd to the chair, were to all appearance irretrieva- 
ble, bore the ftrongeft afpeft of affluence and 
profperity. The time however was now come 
when the abilities of the man whb had done fo 
much for the Company were to be decried, and 

his 
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hii chirader ezpofed ai a fubjed for public derU 
fion. 

On the 19th of Ododer General Claveringj 
Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, arrived in 
Calcutta, and with the Governor-General and 
Mr. Barwell, compofed the Supreme Council of 
India. No Government could have commenced 
under more favourable circumftances. Our 
treafury was full ; foreign trade flouriflfed to a 
greater degree than had ever been known in Ben- 
gal. Inland commerce was freed from every 
impolitic reftridlion. The reputation of our arms 
was great, and the fupply of wealth ro Grcat- 
Britain by the inveftment (the only proper mode 
of enriching our native country from India) had 
incrcafcd every year iince Mr, Haftings came to 
the Government. The Gentlemen who*then ar- 
rived from England had no perfonal connec- 
tions to gratify j they had not been bred up in 
the Company’s fervice; nor had they formed 
friendfliips, to which a fmall portion of their 
conftitutfnt’s interefts might have fometimes 
been facriheed ; (human nature will Bill be the 
fame ') and their own appointments were fo am- 
ple as to preclude even the temptation to ad 
from interefted motives. With fuch advantages, 
why has it happened that the Britiih nation has 
not experienced all thofe good effetfls which the 
wifdom of the Legiilature predifted when the 
Supreme Council of India was eAabliilied ? I 

ihall 
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ibaU relitt fads as they bappene^, without a 
wUh to rofleA in the fsiaHeft degree upon two 
gentlemen of great honour and undoubted into* 
grity, who are now no more i and who, 1 think, 
would have heartily co-operated with Mr. Ha£r 
tings, if much pains had not been taken to de- 
ceive them by defigning men, who unfortunate- 
ly were but too ruccefsfui in fo pernicious an 
undertaking. 

Although Mr, Haftings received an addition 
to his former title by the aft which conftituted 
the Supreme Council, bis powers were confide- 
rably curtailed by the ii^ruftions of the Court 
of Direftois. Under thefe circumftances, he 
was at firft undetermined, w“hether to refign or 
to retain the Government, but the violent con- 
duft of a decided majority determined him to 
remain in the chair at ail events. 

The flame of oppofition broke out with great 
■ violence at the fccond meeting of the Supreme 
Council. The Governor-General, for the infor- 
mation of his colleagues, drew up a clear and 
difliiift flatement of viur political lituation. Our 
alliances with the Vizier, the advantages which 
we had already received, and might in future 
cxjieft to receive from it. Our alliances or con- 
neftions with the native powers in Indoflan, 
and every other particular which it was necefla- 
ry to communicate to Gentlemen vefted with fo 
high ‘a public truft, and who at the fame time 
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vere fo mtifcl7 unfeformed with refjTed to a 
tountry, which from that moment they were 
to govern. To elucidate fome part of his mi- 
nutes, Mr. Haftings delivered into the Board 
feveral cxtradts from Mr. Middleton’s letters, 
who had refided for fome months as his private 
agent at the Court of Sujah Dowlah. ' 

A member of the Board, Colonel Monfon, im- 
mediately propofed that the Governor-General 
Ihould lay before them the whole correfpon- 
dcnce of Mr, Middleton. This was fo direft 
an attack upon the honour of Mr. Haftings, 
iliat he abfolutely refufed to comply with the 
icquifition j and from this moment commenced 
the attack upon his former adminiftration. 

They began with the Bohilla v,ar. It was a 
war, they faid, which w’ould bring diihonour 
upon the nation. The money to be received, 
which they declared would never be paid, was 
the price of blood. Our army was expofed, in 
the dominions of a ticacherous ally, to the moft 
imminent dangers, and the roaiority determined 
to recall it immediately, provided the retreat could 
be cfltfted with fecunty to our own troops,, 
though at that time Fit^ Ulla ftill flood out ; 
and by abandoning the Vizier the fifty lacks 
which we w'cre to receive from him would not 
have been dcmandablc. 

By proceedings thus violent and unjufiifiable, 
the great advantages which have fince accrued to 

the 
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the Company had nearly been forfeited, but the 
earneftnefs of the Governor General for a (bore 
delay in the execution of tbefe intemperate or- 
ders had fortunately ibme efifedt. The non- 
payment of the fubfidy due fiom the Vi/.icr to 
the Company was the principal caufe affigned 
for the recall of our army, although the ba.l po- 
licy of advancing our troops beyond the Ca- 
rutnnada * was w'armly infilled upon at the 
fame time. A part of the money due by the 
treaty was foon after paid by the Vizier •, this 
payment as well as that of the remainder was 
repreiented as the recovery of a defperate debt, 
and it was confidently aflerred, that the recovery 
of fo large a fum was owing to the firmnefs and 
refolution of the majority, though it had never 
been conceived that he meant to dedudt any 
part of the payment. 

Mr. Middleton was Immediately recalled from 
bis ftation ; and Mr. Briftow, the confidential 
friend of Mr, Funcis, appointed Rcfident at 
the Vizier’s court in his room. 

The Governor-General’s condudt in points 
which had already been referred to the judgment 
of the Court of 'Diredors W'as feverely attack- 
ed, a moll melancholy picture was dra a n of the 
diftrefled Hate of the provinces. The natives 
were faid to groan under every fpecies of op- 

£ prelfion, 


* That rivet divides the province of Bahar from the do* 
waioat of Cbeyh Siag, the Kajah of Seoares. 
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preffion, snd even murders to have been com- 
mitted with impunity In our moil ^lopulous ci- 
tie$) and univerral ruin predidled. 

To thofe who for more than two years had 
lived under a Government, vigorous far beyond 
what had ever been known in India, fuch a re- 
prefentatlon appeared extraoi dinar/ indeed. — On 
Mr. Hallings’s arrival our dominions and our 
influence were bounded by the banks of the Ca- 
rumnafla. The Company was finking under the 
weight of a heavy bond-debt, an expenfive civil 
cftablifhment, and an army which coft more 
than a million fterling annually, and which could 
not with prudence have been confiderably re- 
formed. When the majority of the Supreme 
Council affumed the Government, the bond- 
debt was reduced, and funds provided for pay- 
ing off the remainder ; the public difburfements 
wcie regulated ; the pay of a third of our army 
Was furnilhed by Sujah Dowlah, and by its 
remaining in Oude we had a profpeil of flill 
farther advantages, w'hich were afterward rea- 
lized. 

Mr. Haftings, fenfible of jhefe advantages, 
and of the falQiood of the gloomy prelages of 
the majority, in his feparate letters to the Direc- 
tors, afllired them, that their affairs were at no 
former period in fo flourlfhing a fituation, that 
they would receive a large inveftment, the bond- 
df be would be paid o£F| and a large fum recei- 
ved 
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ved b thd fneafiiry far emergMctcs io the courfe 
ipf the following ieabn. 

The majority -conVadifted aqd ridiculed this 
reprefentaritm, but the event has proved that it 
was not made without full confideration, nor 
can it be denied that Mr. Haftings alone is enti' 
tied to the merit of paying off a debt of a mil- 
lion and a half, of referving an equal fum in the 
treafury of Bengal, of fupplying Madras, Bom- 
bay, and China, with cafh, and adding very 
confiderably to the annual invel];ment. His civil 
regulations in 1772, and his negociations with 
Sujah Dowlah in 1773 have, in their confe- 
qirences, fixed us fo fecurely in the pofleffion of 
Jndoftan, from the fource of the Ganges to the 
Ocean, notwithflandin^ the temporary diftrefs 
under which we now labour, from Hyder Ally 
Cawn’s fuccefles in the Carnatic, that we are ,in 
no danger of a reverfe of fortune, except frqm 
internal diffentions. 

In the condemnation of pafl; meafures no 
public ad of the Governor-Gcnerars was pafled 
over without a comment. By giving up Jorah 
and Allahabad to the Vizier, he fold what was 
the property of another; by withholding the 
tribute which we were by treaty engaged to pay 
to the King, he forfeited the national futh ; and 
even admitting that it would have been impru- 
dent to furnilh his Majefty with fo large a fUm, 
when he was, a prifoner with the Mahrattas, it 
£ 2 ought 
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ought St ieafirto hkVe b«en referved s$ a depofitc 
in Calcutta ; Probably the conrequeoees of wkh< 
holding iuch a ium as a crore of rupees from 
circulation, when wc could hardly find money 
for our necei&ry expences, was not confidered 
by the majority. However, as the Court of Di- 
reftors in the firft letter which was received from 
them in 1775, very highly approved of the falc 
of Corah, and the non-payment of the tribute, 
no farther remarks were made on Mr. Hailings^s 
conduct in thefe points. 

I now enter, and I confefs with much regret, 
upon the conduct of the majority towards Mr. 
Hafttngs as a private gentleman, in which his 
reputation and his fortune were principally con> 
cerned. 1 lament finonely that gentlemen of 
high honour and unblemifhed charadlers ihould 
have been fo warped by their prejudices. But 
fuch are the fatal efFefts of party fpirit. 

This attack was authorifed by a very im^)oli* 
tic, though well meaning order of the Court of 
Diredors j That the Supreme Council (hould 
** inquire into paft abufes.” A limilar order 
bad been ^ven to Mr. Hailings on bis acceiiion 
to the Government, and it is now needlefs to la- 
ment the fatal confequences which were occa- 
lioned by an inattention to his opinion upon ir. 
Mr. Haftings had found it im}X)(Eble m deted: 
or to punilh thofe who bad abufed the confi- 
dence repofed in them. Much valuable time 
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loft, ud much odiua iaormd by the tt- 
tempt. Mr. Verdft and Mr. Ctra were men 
of honouti whofc public virtue could not be 
better proved dlian by the very moderate amount 
of the fortunes which tlmy brought home with 
them. From various caufes however, the Com> 
party's a&trs were in ^eat confufion. and the 
Dire6lors attributing it to the bad management 
of their fervants in Bengal, were, with reafon, 
anxious to detef): thofe who were guilty, and 
therefore eameftly preiTed Mr. HaBings to com- 
mence a retrofpefl of their condud. But when 
the Supreme Council arrived in Bengal, our af« 
fairs were in Co flourithing a Bate that fuch an 
order was Curely unneceBary. 

I will quote Mr. Haftings's opinion upon this 
fubjedtj it reflefts the greateft honour upon 
him. The letter from which I have taken the 
following extrafl is dated the i ith of Novem- 
ber 1773, and if not received in London be- 
fore the departure of 'the majority of the Su- 
preme Council, muft have been tranfmitted to 
them very Ihortly after. 

** All my letters addreOed to your honourable 
** Court, and to the Seled Committee, repeat 
** the ftrongeft promifes of profecuting the in- 
** quiries into the condu^ of your fervants, 
which you had been pleafed to commit parti- 
** cularly to my charge. You will readily be* 
** iieve that I muB have been fincerc in thofo 

“ decliu 



( 5 ° 0 

dec}afV<lioni/'finc!e1tJ«reuld have ai^^- gVMt 
indMareHooto hive made them, -h^ Ifortfiwi 
** my inability to perform them. I find myfetf 
** now under the difagreeable neceffity of avow- 
** ing that inability % at the fame time that 1 will 
boldly take upon me to affirm, that on tVhom- 
focver you might have delegated that charge, 
“ it would have been fufficlent to occupy the 
*' entire attention of thofe who were entrufted 
with it, and even with all the aids of leifure 
“ and authority would have proved incffedual. 

I dare appeal to the public records, to the tef- 
“ timony of thofe who have opportunities of 
'* knowing me, and even to the detail which the 
public voice can repeat of the paft afts of 
this goveriiracnt, that my time has been nei- 
“ ther idfy nor ufcleffly employed. Yet fuch 
are the cares and embaraffments of this va- 
rioiis ftaty, that although much may be done, 
“ much more even in matters of moment mull 
“ remain neglcfted. Tofcleftfrqm themifcel- 
ianeous heap which each da) *s exigencies pre- 
** fents to our choice, thofe points on which the 
•**rgefleral welfare of your affairs mod effentially 
“ depends, to provide expedients for future ad- 
** vantages, and .guard agaiiift probable evils, 
u-eall that your adminiffration can faithfully 
“ protoife to perform for your fcrvice, -with 
their united labours moft diligently exerted. 
“ They cadnot look back without fecrificiog 

the 
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the objffts of tbeir immediate dutyj which 
« are thofe of your interefts< to ufdeft refcarches, 
which can produce no real good, and may ex- 
** pofe j'our affdirsto all the ruinous confequen-- 
CCS of pcrfonal malevolence both here and at 
home. 

“ May I be permitted to offer It, in all defe- 
“ rence and fubmifEon to your commands, a» 
** my opinion, that whatever may have been the 
** conduit of individuals, or even of the collec-* 
“ tive mcmbeis of your former adminiftrattons, 
** the blame is not fo much imputable to them as 
“ to a want of principle of government adequate 
*< to its fubftance, and a coercive power to cn- 
** force it. The extent of Bengal and its pofll- 
“ ble refourccs are equal to thofe of rooft Bates 
** in Europe. Its difficulties are greater than 
** thofe of any, becaufe it wants both an efta- 
“ blifhed form and powers of government; 

“ deriving its ailual fopport from the unremit- 
“ ted labours and perfonal exertions of indivi- 
“ duals in power, inftead of the vital influence 
which flow's thrtmgh the channels of a regu- 
lar conllitution, and imperceptibly animates 
« every part of it. Our conftitution is no 
where to be traced but in the ancient charters 
which were framed for the juiifdiftion of your 
** trading fettlemcnts, the falcs of your exports, 

** and the provifion of your annual inveftments. 

** I need not obferve how incompatible thefe 

“ mull 
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** muft prove to the goveromrat of a great 
“ kingdom^ and for the prefervation ‘of its 
riches from private violence and embezr^le- 
“ inent. 

” Among your fervants, who for a courfe of 
“ years have been left at large, in polTefllon of fo 
** tempting a depohte, it is not to be wondered 
** at, that many have applied it to the advance* 
** ment of their own fortunes s or that thofe 
who were poflel^ of abilities to introduce a 
fyftem of order, Ibould have been drawm 
** along by the general current ; fince few men 
** are formed with fo large a diare of public vir< 
** tue as to £icrifice their interefi, peace, and 
focial feelings to it, and to begin the work of 
** reformation on themfelves, 

1 ihould not have prefumed to expatiate oq 
** a fubjedt of this nature, although my own 
" juftiheation has made it in fome meafure ne* 
** ceiTary ; but that your late advices have gi> 
ven hopes that we ihall Ipeedi}/ be furnilhed 
** with your inftrudions for eftab)ifliing a fyilem 
** of law and polity, which we hitherto want, 
** Whenever this work fhall be accomplilhed 
** on a foundation of confiftency and permanen* 
“ cy, I will venture to foretel, from the know- 
** ledge which J have of the general habits and 
“ manners of your fervants, that you will have 
** as few inltances of llcendoufnefe amongft 

4 ‘♦your 
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'* your ffcrvlnts as amongft the members of auy 
“ community in cheBritiflj empire.” 

What imprel&on this folid and concluiive rea- 
foning of the Governor-General made upon the 
Court of DIredfors is not known; but the £aft- 
India Company w ould have felt the good elTedts 
of It moft fenfibly, if, in confequence of this 
opinion, and the communication of his ideas 
upon the fyftem of law and policy, the Court of 
Diiedfors had new-modelled their inftruftions. 

The difagreement in the Supreme Council be- 
came the general fubjefts of convcrfation in 
India. New hopes and fears W'ere excited in 
all — every former tranfadion of Government 
was harlhly cenfured— and the majority publicly 
declared, that they expefted Mr. Haftings would 
be difmifled with difgrace from bis ftation, as 
foon as their reprefentations arrived in England. 

When every adl of Government which could 
be attributed to Mr. Haftings had been can- 
vafted, his private charadfer was attacked, and 
the man who had filled the moft important fta- 
tions in India with an unblemilhcd reputation, 
who might with cafe have accumulated a for- 
tune of two hundred thoufand pounds, during 
the many years that he was refidcnt at the Court 
of Meer Jaffier, but who, it is well known, 
returned to his native country without a compe- 
tency, was publicly accufed of the moft flagrant 
afts of rapacity and extortion, and of having 
F amaflld 
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imafled a fortune of four hundred thoufand 
pounds n little more than two years. 

To thofe who are acquainted w’ith the mode- 
ration of Mr, Haftings’s characlf^r, with his ne- 
gleft of his private inreieft, this acrufation ap- 
peared as abfutd as it was ill founded ; but the 
proof was at hand, and Nundcoraar Hepped 
forth to fupport what they had advanced. It 
would indeed have been a cruel circumftapce if 
the oath of Nundcomar had ojteraied to the dif- 
advantage even of a man as bad as himfelf; but 
that k fhould have had the lead weight in the 
acculation of a charadler fo refpcdlable, and fo 
firmly cftabUflied as the Governor -General’s, 
will hardly be ci edited when the fpirlt of party 
haa fubfided; yet certain it is, that upon the 
Bflcrtion of this wretch, the majority fixed Mr. 
Haftings’s fortune at forty lacks of rupees. 

To gentlemen at all converlant in the affairs 
of Bengal, the charafter of N undcomar was well 
know'n. Mr. Haftings had employed him on 
his firft arrival at the exprefs defire of the Direc- 
tors, to whom he had explained his fennments 
of the man very freely. He in ftdl foretold to 
them the part Nundcomar w'ould ad, if be ever 
had an opportunity. Captain Sw'incon, in his 
evidence before a Committee df the Hoofe of 
Commons, declared that Nundcomar had been 
ftpearedly guilty of forgery, and for this crime 
he fuffered death in Auguft whether 

firiflljr 
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Aridly has been queftioned^ but there 

never was a doubt of the faft of his being per* 
jured, nor of the majority knowing he was fo, 
when they accepted his fervice in accufing Mr* 
Haftings. 

This man, before he was committed to cufto* 
dy, had opened what may properly be called ati 
information ofBce in Calcutta. It was well 
known, that he was countenanced by the majo* 
rity. I am very clear that neither General Cla- 
vering or Colonel Monfon, were aware of the 
dangerous ufe to which he would apply the 
power which he had acquired } but certain it 
is that the moft liberal encouragement 4vas given 
to informers of every denomination by the ma- 
jority. Accufations as abfurd as improbable 
were hourly received againft the Governor-Ge- 
neral : but although divelled of all power, al- 
though Nundcomar was poiTeilcd of the means 
of proving his guilt had he really been guilty, 
after the fullcft inquiry, with rewards offered on 
the one band and punifhments denounced on 
the other in order to procure the evidence which 
he wanted to criminate the Governor- General, 
nothing appeared that refleded either upon his 
honour or his integrity ; unlefs it could be deem- 
ed a crime to receive from a Nabob a certain 
fixed'fbm for his expences during bis reildence 
at Moorihedabad, in conformity to the cudoms 
q{ the country, and to the examples which bad 
F 2 been 
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been fet hi^ by hb predeceiTors, Lord Clive, Mr. 
VerelA, and Mr. Cartier. It was acknowledg* 
ed by Sir George Wombwell in the General 
Court in 1776, that the allowance was to be 
taken, and that if he bad given the Company 
credit for it, he might have charged them the 
ex]>ences of his progrefs : this allowance had 
been fettled by Lord Clive in lieu of purvey- 
ance. 

Let it for a moment be fuppofed that Mr. 
Haftings had accumulated the large fortune 
which the majority fuppofed him to be polTefTed 
of, Was it made at the expence of the Eaft • 
India Company— had he added to the weight of 
their bonded debt — had he involved them in dan- 
gcrous or cxpcnfive alliances — had he negledied 
to make the ncccffary remittances of calh to our 
other Prelidencies, or to China— or had he di- 
minilhed the annual invefiment to Europe — 
there might have been fome excufe for inquiring 
into the amount of his private fortune, and how 
he had amalTed it. But when this inquiry com- 
menced, the Company’s bond-debt of a million 
and an half was paying off ; fupplies had been 
fent to China, Fort St. George, and Bombay ; 
two additional Ihips, the Anfon and the Nor- 
thumberland, had been taken up in Calcutta. 
So much was the inveftment incrcafcd ; and the 
death of Sujah Dowlah gave us a profpeft of 

aayi 
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a iUU fardter addition to obr power, our influ- 
ence, and our refources. 

However, I will take upon me to affirm, that 
when the amount of the Governor-Generai’s pri> 
vate fortune is known, it will appear to the molt 
moderate -man in England to be greatly inade- 
quate either to the length oi* to the importance of 
his fervices. 

During thefe violent attacks upon the charac- 
ter of Mr. Haftings, all public bufinefs was fuf- 
pended. The inferior fervants of the Company 
were divided into parties, and after the example 
of the Prelidency, each Provincial Council had 
its majority and minority. Expenfive profecu- 
tions were commenced in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature againft the Governor-General of In- 
dia, who was reluffantly obliged, in vindica- 
tion of his own honour, to bear a part in this 
difagreeable fccne. At a time when our domi- 
nions and our influence were fo greatly increa- 
fed, at a lime when the gentlemen of Bombay 
had commenced a war againd the M^brattas, at 
a time when the attention of every member of 
the Board ihould have been entirely employed 
in the coniideration of the great political quef- 
tions which were before them— at this time, 
the Governor-General and Council were attend- 
ing as evidences or parlies in a Court of law *, 
Mr. Haftings in his own defence, and (;he gen- 
tlemen of the majority, as guardians of the inte- 

refts 
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lefts of the Eaft^India Company, to criminate 
the man who had fo efTentially ferved his confit- 
tuents. 

So fatutary were the regulations which Mr. 
Haftings had ellabliihed, fo firmly was the Go* 
vernment fixed in all its parts> that notwith- 
ftanding thefe unhappy diftenfions, our affairs 
were at no former period in fo flourifhing a fitu- 
ation ; and in the courfe of the years 1775 
1776, every promifc which the Governor-Gene- 
ral had made to the Court of Diredtors was amp- 
ly fulfilled. Whether this profperity was owing 
to Mr. Haftings’s regulations, and the political 
connexions wbieh he formed previous to the 
19th of Odober 1774, or to the abilities and ex- 
ertions of the Supreme Council, fince that pe- 
riod, can at once be determined by an examina- 
tion of the Company’s records. 

A treaty highly advantageous to the Compa- 
ny was concluded with Afoph U 1 Dowlab, by 
which the fovereignty of Benares was transfer- 
red to us, and a net revenue of twenty- four 
lacks of rupees acquired. The continuance of 
a brigade in the Vizier’s dominions was another 
article of the treaty, and the fubfidy fixed at two 
lacks and fixty thoufand rupees a month.. Let 
not the Governor-General be deprived of the 
merit of thefe important acquifitions. The ma- 
jority would never have agreed to advance our 
tioops beyond the bounds of the C^umnaffa ; 

they 
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they eveb were anxious to recall them immediate* 
ly, and were only prevented from actually doing 
fo, by the earneft oppofitlon of Mr. Haftings. 
In either cafe, the death of Sujah Dowbh would 
have been attended with no advantages to the 
Company, The provinces of Oude, Corah, 
and Allahabad would have been torn by civil 
wars, and mud, in the end, have been fubdued, 
either by NuZ'^ph Cawn or the Mahrattas, 

In September 1776 Colonel Monfon died. 
No man was more ready to do juftice to that 
gentleman’s abilities than Mr. Haftings, or more 
finccrely lamented the unhappy prejudices which 
he imbibed on his fiiff arrival in Bengal. Bred 
a foldicr, and having ferved with didingui/hed 
reputation in India, he was admirably calculated 
for the command of our army in Bengal; to 
which had he fortunately been appointed, and 
confined to his profeifional duties, the Company 
would have experienced the good effeds of his 
return to India in a very fenfible degree. 

At this period too we received advice of the 
extraordinary revolution at Madras. The Su- 
preme Council were unanimous in their opinion 
of the meafures to be taken uj)on fo critical an 
occafion, and of the powers w’hich Lord Pigot 
claimed, as prefident of a Council in which he 
hadonlya^cafting voice when the numbers were 
equal. That the powers of a Governor in India 
are very inadequate to the dignity of his ftation, 

and 



and to therefponfibility annexed to it, is beyond 
a doubt. This was Mr. Haftings’s opinion, and 
hcexprclTed it very freely to the Court of Direc- 
tors,, in the letter of which I have already given 
an extraiSi : but until thofe powers are enlarged, a 
Governor, W'ith a majority againft him, muft be a 
mere cypher. The Governor- General had only ta- 
ken upon him to break up the Council, when the 
majority had called Nundcomar before them, for 
the extraordinary purpofe of j)referring a criminal 
accufation againft their Prefident, and the firft 
Britifh fubjed in India. For this fmall exertion 
of authority he was feveiely reprimanded by the 
Court of Direiftors, and plainly informed, that he 
had no diftin£t authority annexed to his ftation, 
but that all the powers of government were vef- 
ted in a majority of the Board. Could the Go- 
vernor-General allow that a law which was to 
bind him, was not of force when applied to the 
Governor of a fubordinate prelidency. The 
Court of Direftors’ fentimcnis on this fubjeft 
were of fufficient force to determine the Supreme 
Council, had the reference made to them by the 
gentlemen of Fort St. George been a point of 
difticulty. 

It was neceiTary to mention this unhappy bufi- 
nefs, becaufe Mr. Stratton has publiftied fdmb 
partial extra»fts of a private letter, which he re- 
ceived from the Governor-General immediately 

4 after 
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aifiier tbatl'erolutioo, frtKti which it might 
that he was interefted in the dKpute, although he 
bad not the froalleft perfonal concern in it. To 
thofe who have feen the whole letter, this expla* 
nation is uoneceflary. 

By the orders of theCompanv, wifely framed 
with a view to comply with Afiatic cuftoms, all 
political negociations are condu 61 ed th ough the 
channel of the Governors of the different prefiden- 
cies. A native of India can have no idea of a 
participation of power, and he very naturally 
concludes that a Governor is either abfolute, or 
has no power in the ftatc over which he prcfides. 

When the connexion of this government with 
Suja Dowla, was more clofely cemented, Mr. 
Haftings thought proper to appoint Mr, Natha- 
nael Middleton his private agent at the court 
of that prince. When the Supreme Council 
was divided into two diftinft parties, Mr. Mid- 
dleton was recalled, and Mr. Briftow', the confi- 
dential friend of Mr. Francis, appointed in hia 
roon\. 

By this ftep the annihilation of the Governor 
General’s political influence was completely pro- 
claimed to every power in Indoftan. While Mr. 
Bniiiow remained at Lucknow, Mr. Haflings, 
could only be looked upon as the conftrained, in- 
{hument of an authority raifed upc^n the ruin of 
his own. This evident truth, will not be difpu- 
ted by any man who has ferved in India j from 

G the 
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tto period Colonel MaDfon’sf dendr to ^ 
time of Mr. Middleton's reappointmeot to the 
Vfzier’s Court, the attention of every than from 
Calcutta to Defaly was fixed upon this fingle 
point, as the criterion, by which be was tojudge^ 
whether Mr. Ballings meant to retain or to give 
Op the government. 1 do not reft the propriety 
of this meafure upon the obiigatHm which Mr. 
Haftings lay under, of doing an a£fc of juftice to 
an individual who had fuffened feverely for his 
attachment to him. But 1 infiftuponir, that 
the pubHc fervice could not be carried on 
with eftefl, while an opinion prevailed in Oude, 
that Mr. Haftings was upon the point of quit- 
ting the Chair ; and fuch would have been the 
ctmdufion had Mr. Briftow been permitted to re- 
train there. He was known to be the confidential 
friend of Mr. Francis; and however Mr. Haf- 
tings might have approved of his condudl, he 
amid not give a perfon fo fituated his entire con- 
fidence, even admitting it poflSble to anfwer the 
Other objedlions which 1 will venture to affirm 
are not to be controverted. 

The Governor- General furely fliould not be 
expeded tocondud the complicated affairs of an 
eaoenfive empire, where our countrymen bear fo 
very fmall a proportion in point of numbers to 
the natives, upon principles fo different froha 
thofe upon which all countries are regulated, 
and fo totally different from thofe by which the 

late 
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late majority profi^ly afted. The late Mr. 
Playdell was defnived of the office of fupeN. 
iatendant of the police {which was immedtately 
given to the brotfaer-ia-law of Mr. Francis) for 
his adivity in prefenting an addrefs to tlw chief 
juftice that was obnoxious to the majority.^ Mr. 
Playdell complained bkcerly of the ill u&ge 
which he had received, ba it was oblerved in 
reply that what bad happened to him, was the 
chance of the worthieft men in England upon 
every change in adroiniftration, and that no wife 
government would ever employ men in offices of 
truft under them of whole attachment they 
were not very well alTurcd. This reafoning how- 
ever it may appear in the cafe of Mr. Playdell, 
whole appointracnt was of very little conlequence 
to the Hate, it is lurely conclufive in that now be- 
fore us. 

The removal of Mr. Fowke from Benaref 
was from the lame motive. 

Benares is one of the richeft cities in India. 
It is the reiidence of learned men, and the center 
of all political bufinefs. Vacqueels or agents 
from every prince in India refide here, and as the 
Britiih government is confefledly now the moft 
O 2 important 

* Writi had teea attempted whetricen out, which wonM 
have reached every pert of Bcagal end brought natirei to Cal* 
ctttti ; the Court reMd them. Thn moderation and juftice prv 
cured them an nddreft of thiaki fraai tlw difnaAt af i^* 
bitaatt at Calcutta. 
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iinportant in Indoftae, it is abfoiatety necdlkrjr 
' that the re6dent at Benares fhould be dependant 
upon the ruling party in the Suprenne Council. 
Upon this principle was Mr. Fowke fent there 
by the majority, and upon the fame principle 
was he recalled after Colonel Monfon's death. 
It is fufEcient to ftatc thefe fafts as they really 
arc, and then the Governor-General’s conduft 
towards Mr. Briftow and Mr. Fowke will need 
neither a juftification or an apology. Whoever 
Avail attribute thefe removals to a perfonal pique, 
or (hall conceive Mr. Haftings capable of gra'i- 
fying a private refentmentat thecKpenre of Mr. 
Bnftow and Mr. Fowke, will be much decei- 
ved. He is too liberal to aft from fuch narrow 
principles ! * 

Every meafure propofed by the Governor-Ge- 
neral, however falutarj'^, was oppofed by General 
Clavering, andfuppofed to be ultimatelv intended 
to anfwcr fome private vicw^ The fertlement of 
the lands, having been made for five years only, 
was on the point of expiring foon after Colonel 
Monfon’s death : Mr. Haftmgs propofed to ob- 
tain the fulleft information of the ftatc of the 
country, that the revenues might be fixed upon 
an equitable fcalc : to aflift him in the labori- 
ous talk which he had impofed upon himfelf, he 
had fixed upon two gentlemen of diftinguiftved 
.abilities and irreproachable charafters, whole 
proceedings were to have been laid before the 

Council 
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Comicil at large, in whom was vetted the power 
of decifion upon every point. Much valuabl® 
information was procured and tranfmitted to 
rhe Court of Direftors in conicquence of this 
inveftigation, both as to the ttate of the coun- 
try and its population and refources ; but at 
that time it really appeared fufficient to blafl: eve- 
ry fcheme, however beneficial, that it was pro- 
pofed by Mr. Haftings : The minority quef- 
tioned its legality ; and General Clavering deno- 
minated it a trick to extort money from the Ze- 
mindars for the benefit of Mr, Haftings and his 
friends. 

The laft material a£l of Mr. Haftings’s admi- 
niftration, previous to the death of General Cla- 
vering was, the increafe of our military efta- 
blifhment ; a meafure which has been attended 
with infinite advantages to the public and to in- 
dividuals ; and has effcdually fccured the con- 
rinuance of our infiiiencc in the extenfivc domi- 
nions of the Vizier. To fet this matter on a 
clear point of view, and to free it from the.falfe 
lights which may be thrown upon it, I will 
briefly relate the fteps which led to it. 

Sujah Dowlah died in February 1 775. His 
cldett fon, Afolph ul Dowlah, was declared the 
heir of his father’s dominions, but he owed his 
peaceable fucceffion to the Mufnud to the pre- 
fence of our army. Intrigues were immediately 
formed againft him, and in his troops mutinous 

and 
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aad dil^efted) were ouny officers io the iotereft 
of bis cogni^eckors. The Vizier, juflly alarmed for 
bis perfonjd fafet}vvrbich had frequently been en* 
dangcred, dilbanded the moft turbulent of his bat* 
taliona, and applied to the Supreme Council for 
Btitifh officers to difciplinc thofc which he retain- 
ed in his fervice. In confequence of this requifi* 
tion nine captains and thirty fubalterns were ap- 
pointed to his fervice, and were to receive the 
pay of the rank next above that which they held 
in Bengal. No funds were fixed for the pay- 
ment of thefe officers, or of the troops which 
they were to comnsand j fo that in faft this new 
eftablifhment was fubjedt to all thofe inconveni- 
encks which it was meant to redrefs. 

A General fplrit of mutiny broke out amongft 
the Vizier’s troops immediately after the arrival 
of our officers ; this in fomc batallions was car- 
ried to the moll alarming lengths. Many officers 
were feized, confined, and threatened to be put 
to death. The ftorra at length fubfided. The 
principal murineers were puniffied, and difeipline 
W'as in Ibme meafure reftured. Many however 
were the difadvantages which our fervice fuf- 
tained by this eftabliOament. The emoluments 
were fo confiderable to thofe who had the good 
fortune to be appointed to the Vizier’s fervice, 
that it created a general fpirit of difeontent a- 
mongft our officers in Bengal ; and trifling as the 

cihu 
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dbiblliltiufit in poiAt (4 nu Ab^rs, t!b« 
pence of k fo fit exceeded alt bovmds, that the 
Vkier vras unable to keep it up, and to dif- 
chai|^ his debt to the Connpanjr. Certainly a 
fervtce in '\vhich the emoluments to individuals 
lb far exceeded thofe m our own, required fome 
regulations. Mr. HalHogs had Teen the bad 
effeds of a fimilar eftabliihment in the Carnatic, 
and the Company at this moment moil feverely 
feel it : upon Colonel Monfon's death he propo- 
fed a remedy for them. 

On the principle that our iitterefts and the 
Vizier’s were thus clofely conneded, Mr. Haf* 
tings brought his plan before the Board, which 
was, that three regiments of horfe, three com* 
panics of artillery, and nine battalions of Se> 
poys, Ihould be added to our eflxblilhment^ 
and with this addition of force we were to pri- 
ced the Vizier’s dominions. The difdplined, 
corps in his fervice were to form this body ; and 
to fix them more firmly m our fervice, they were 
to take their tour of duty in our provinces, and 
to be fubjed to the fame regulations with refped 
to pay as the reft of our army. The Vizkr was 
to appropriate certain fixed funds for the pay- 
ment of thefe troops, fo that this important ad* 
ditioD to our army was made without the fmallcft 
expence to the £aft*India Company. 

Beneficial as this plan muft appear, and to 
which only one objcdioB could be urged, the 
3 difficulty 
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difficvdty, of procuring the Vizier’s afTent' to iv 
it was vehemently oppofed. Mr. Francis 
tended, that all thilitary arrangements Ihould 
originate with the Commander in Chief, although 
this was evidently a great political regulation 
of the higheft confequence. The General’s ob- 
jeftions were numerous. The Vizier’s cohfent 
was obtained through the agency of Mr. Mid-r 
dleton ; the plan was foon after carried into exet 
cution, and has fo completely anfvvered every 
good end which was propofed by it, that e-» 
ven thofe gentlemen who loft confidcrably by 
the alteration, have been candid enough to de- 
clare, that no aft of Mr, Haftings’s adminiftra- 
tion redounds more to his honour or to the Com* 
pany’s advantage, than this eftablilhment, fofy 
med egainft the opinion of the Commander in 
Chief, and the opposition of Mr. Francis. 

The provinces of Oude, Corah, Allahabad| 
Rohilcund, and the Doab, have been pro.^ 
tefted, the revenues have been collefted, and 
the troops have been regularly paid from the 
day this cftabliftiment took place ; and in the 
year 1780 the general relief of the army was ef- 
fefted; by which thefc new battalions were 
brought into our provinces, and relieved by an 
equal number from Bengal. 

In Auguft 1777 General Clavering died. A 
man hofe charafter muft be always confidered 
with Kfpeft, as his errors arofe from < a gogd 

principle! 
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prlflciple, the hatred of corruption* He eer- 
tunly brought with him to'Bengal a rooted pre- 
judice againft the Company's ferVants in general* 
and a very unjuft one againft Mr. Haftings in 
pardcular. The Court of Directors by their in- 
ftruftions, in which from the beft motives they 
authorifed a review of paft tranfafiiions, opened 
fo wide a field for impoiition* that the General's 
prejudices were ftill more confirmed by the im- 
probable tales which were hourly brought to 
him. The violence of the majority abfolutely 
created a party, where otherwifc there would 
have been none. 

Mr. Haftings, through the whole courfe of 
his public life, had given the ftrongeft proofs 
of his integrity and dilintereftednefs ; Sir John 
Clavering's has never been queftioned ; bad fome 
pains therefore been taken to utiite fuch refpec- 
table chara^ers, the inteniion of the legiflature 
in forming the Supreme Council would have 
been effeftually anfwercd •, but as it w^as, the firft 
imprcffions which the General received, from a 
certain perfcverance in his temper, grew ftronger 
every day, and the intereft of the Eaft-India 
Company unhappily foffcred by ir. 

I do not m£an to infer that no abufes exlfted 
in Bengal when the Supreme Council arrived 
there. Let it be confidered that Mr, Haftings 
was the Prefident of a Council, in which he 
had a calling voice only when the nunvbers 

H were 
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were equal, poBre 9 pently that he wout4 lbnK> 
tinies be obliged to accommodate his opioioo to 
the fenfe of the majority of his Council ; ipQt it 
h a certain truth, that whilft he had the^'kad,. 
he did more to reform abufes than any other 
man would have done or attempted : The efta- 
bhihment of the Supreme Council was calcu- 
lated for completing his plans of reformation, 
a work in which he W'ould mod cordially have 
taken the lead ; but unfortunately he was obli- 
ged to give up that time, which might have been 
to valuably employed for the public fervice, to 
the judidcation of pad, and fuccefsful meafures, 
and even to the defence of his private cha- 
radev. 

Faffing over common occurrentSjl I come to 
that period in which arofe the prefent expenfive 
(though when Mr. Hadings’s fcheme prevailed 
fuccefsful) war with the Mahrattas, It has been 
hdudrioudy endeavoured to impute the origin- 
as well as progrefs of this war to Mr. HadingSk 
The Court of Diredors are poflefled of the ful- 
led evidence to the contrary, and both living tef- 
timony and authentic documents prove that its 
origin is not owing to bim> and that the conti- 
nuation of it is the efFed of neceffity. 

It will be proper to take up this important 
fubjed from the drd connedion of the Bombay 
Council with Ragonath Row, oiherwile called 
jRagobah. 


Although) 
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Ahliougli thfi nosAinil fotere^nty bf dr 
Mtfantta date Was in a Raja4 the real adihiiu- 
of gDvenifnent, ts welt as the poWer in- 
herent CO it, was ixyflefled by a Bramto family 
wnder the title of Pafhwa or CbanceiloT, and this 
authority was fo fixed in them that it became 
hereditary, and in cafe of infancy the State was 
governed by a Regent, who was generally the 
nearefi; in blood, Narrein Row, the laft Pafiiua, 
died leaving no children; and Ragobah, who 
was his uncle, became Pathwa, During an ex- 
pedition which carried him to a difiance from 
his capital, the Council (confiding of Bramins) 
difpoffcffed him, giving out that the widow of 
Narrein was wkh child, and accufing him of ha- 
ving afifaliiiated his nephew. 'I'be firfi; of thefe 
fa^s was doubtful, the latter mofi; probably 
falfe, he having been in confinement for a long 
time before that event, without any communi- 
cation with the confpirators. Soon after it was 
given out that the widow of Narrein was deli- 
vered of a fon ; apd iMarra, with Saccarum and 
others of the Bramin Council, adling as they 
alledged, in fupport of the infant, drove Rago- 
bah from Poona, and reduced him to fu.'h dif- 
trefs that he applied for alfifiance to the Frefi- 
dency of Bombay. 

Not relying folely on the juftice of his caufe, 
ihe more readily to obtain alfiftance, he ofiered 
Hz to 
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«o make feme very valuable celBons of territory 
to the Eaft-lndta Compuy. A treaty was am- 
eluded, by which we engaged to alfift him with 
a military force; and an army from Bombay took 
the field under the command of Colonel Keat- 
ing: whether our forces, in conjundion with 
Ragobah’s would have conduced him in triumph 
to Poona is uncertain, but it can hardly be 
doubted that a few fpirited operations would 
have been produdtive of an advantageous peace 
with the minifterial parry, both for the Compa- 
ny and for Ragonaut Row. 

Intelligence of the tranfadtions at Bombay was 
teceived at Calcutta a few months after the firft 
meeting of the Supreme Council, whofe autho- 
rity in this tranfa^lion having been totally difre- 
garded, either from inadvertence or defign, pro- 
duced very ferious confequences. The treaty 
with Ragobah having been concluded without 
the fan£lion of the Governor-General and Coun- 
cil was difavowed ; and an officer of rank (Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Upton) was deputed to Poona, 
with inftrudions to conclude a peace upon al- 
moft any terms, with the minifters who were 
denominated the ruling members of the Mahrat- 
ta Hate ; and the Rnglilh army was ordered to 
march back. 

So glaring a condemnation of pad meafures, 
gnd fo pointed an interference in their affairs, 

naturally 
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nititrally tended to defiroy the influence of tht 
geodenien of Bombay} upon the Nfalabar coaft; 
while it {»o?oked their paflions and excited thw 
cefentments. Under thefe circumftanceS} a co- 
operadoQ with Colonel Upton could not be ex* 
pe^ed. It had been fortunate if, from that 
moment, the Government of Bombay had been 
fixed upon a plan of the mofi rigid (economy ; 
and their troops had been confined to the defence 
of Bombay, the cafile of Surat, and the illand 
of Salfette. 

Mr. Hallings, although he joined with the 
other members in difapproving the conduft of 
the Prefidcncy of Bombay, thought that there 
might exifi circumftances which fhould pre> 
vent the return of the army, but he was 
over ruled, and the moderation of our demands 
was attributed very naturally by the Mah* 
rattas to a want of ability to carry on the 
war. Colonel Upton was five months on his 
journey to Poona. He was treated with great 
difrefpeft by the Mahraita Chiefs through whofc 
countries he pafled. The Minifters, on his ar- 
rival, complained bitterly of our interference 
in their family difputes ; and were fo high in 
their demands, infilling even upon the rellora- 
tion of Salfette, that Colonel Upton broke off 
the negpeiation ; and by his firll difpatches to 
Calcutta, it was fuppofed that the war would 

be 
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l)e coodnued. But this was i mere trick cf the 
Minifiers, Who were anxious for an accothmoo 
datiott ; and on the tft of March, 1774^^ weatf 
of peace w'as figned by Colonel Upton, on the 
part of our Government ; and on their fide was 
authenticated by the feal of the Palhwa, an in- 
fant of about two years old, and by the figna* 
ture of his two Mtnifiers, Sacaram Bappoo and 
Nana Furncfe. By one article of the treaty, a 
provifion was made for the fubfiftence of Ra- 
gobah, their late competitor, on condition 
of his reliding in the heart of the Mahratta do- 
minions, with a guard appointed by the Mint-^ 
fters thcmfelves, for his ft»te and fecurity. This 
claufe, as might reafonably be expeded, de- 
feated the intention of the treaty, fince it left 
Ragobah at the mercy of his enemies, with- 
out any pledge or engagement for his fafc- 
ty. The confequence was, that he fled to Bom- 
bay and claimed the protedion of that Govern- 
ment for the fecurity of his perfon. 

The Miniflers exclaimed againft this protec- 
tion j and mutual complaints of the incxecution 
of this treaty were made by them and the Bom- 
bay Council. About the Month of May, 1777# 
the Chevalier St. Lubin made his appearance at 
Poona, in the public charader of a Minifter 
from the Court of France. He was received 
with great honour, and in a little time writtea 

engagements 
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engs^ments were mutually intercbanged tw- 
tween him and Nana Furnefe, by which he pro> 
mifed tto bring a regiment of Europeans, with 
military ftoreSfl to Poona, for the fervice of the 
Mahratta ftatc. Intelligence of this treaty, at 
firft doubted, was foon confirmed by authori- 
ties of unquellionable credit, and by a fenes 
of fads of public notoriety. It had been always 
the Governor-Generars opinion, that this was 
the only way by which the French could hope 
to regain their confcquence in India, or to affeft 
ours j and he reafonably expeded,'<hat the Pre- 
fidency of Bombay, which was more immedl* 
ately interelled in the effeds of fuch a connec- 
tion, would take fome Heps to render it abor- 
tive. This was by no means diflScult. The 
Mahratta army under Hurry Punt Furkia, wasat 
that time engaged in an unequal war with Hy- 
der Ally. The Minifters quarrelling among 
thcmfelvcs, poircfied little authority, and were 
dependent for that little upon their own valTals. 
The Prefidency of Bombay had long Ihewn an 
impatience to revive the caufe of Ragobahft 
and the flightefl movements made by them 
in his favoui^ would have proved fiiiHcienc 
to overthrow the feeble power which they bad 
to contend with, and to eftablilh their own in- 
fluence in the Mahratta flate on its ruins. But 
Mr. Haflings, that be might leave no means 

untried 
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untried to avoid a rapture with the Mahrattas* 
and to counterad the French influence at Poona, 
fchemed a treaty, w'hich he meant (houid reme* 
dy all the defers of that concluded by Colonel 
Upton ; every article of which, at that time re- 
mained unexecuted. This treaty was laid be- 
fore the Board in Calcutta, with a very long 
explanatory minute, on the 23d of January, 
1778, and will, if read with the attention it 
deferves, entirely exculpate the Governor-Gene- 
ral from the fmallefl fufpicion of a deflre to in- 
volve the Eaft India Company in a war with 
the Mahrattas. On the 29th of January, whilft 
this minute lay for confideration, a letter was 
received from Bombay, dated the 12th of De- 
cember, 1777, informmg the Supreme Council 
that a propofal had been fecretly made to the 
Governor and Council, through their agent at 
Poona, by a party which had been formed againft 
Nana Furnefe, coniiBing of Sacaram Bappoo, 
who had iigned the treaty, and other confldera- 
ble men, with a potent Raja, Tuckajee Holkar, 
to allift them in the defign of reinftating Rago- 
bah in the chief adminiftration of the Mahrat- 
ta Bate ; and that they had agreed to join in it, 
requiring only, as a preliminary condition, a 
written application to the fame effeft, under 
the hands and feals of the confederates. They 
exctlfed themfelves for having fo far engaged 

them- 
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tkem&hes, unthoet the previous authority of the 
the9t^^^Couodl» by tbe obvkm necdfity 
of an immediate deci€on ; and they requefted 
their acquiefcence and aiiiftance in it. On the 
receipt of this letter the Governor-General and 
Cobncll refolved to ratify what they had done, 
to authorize them to proceed, and to fend them 
an extraordinary fupply of ten lacks of rupees 
for the undertaking. It was alfo refolved, to 
affift them in the execution of their plan with a 
military force. 

In forming thefe refolutions the majority of tKe 
Supreme Council were fwayed by the following 
confiderations. 

ift. In the event of a rupture with France, 
which was daily apprehended, the connexion 
firmed by Nana Furnefe with St. Lubin, and 
the engagement which he bad entered into to 
land a regiment of Europeans with military 
itores at Poona, might, if carried into effed, be 
produftive of the moft dangerous confequences 
to the Company*s influence, and their poffeflions 
in India. This could be prevented only by the 
removal of the par^ fo clofely connected with 
our natural enemy, and therefore this was an 
el:jeA of the firft importance ; and Ragonaut 
Row was the inftrument for thh purpofe. Mr* 
Haftings had no prediledion for this Chief, ncr 
is it pebble to attribute his conduft to any iq- 
terefied view. 

Bd* 


I 



'( 5 » ) 

* > - 

2dl)r« Authonzjog tlte geDtlemeo of 

to take part with Ragobab, was » com* 
pliaoce with the orders of the Court of Direftora 
contained in the foliowing par^raph of their 
general kttjcr of the 5th of February 1777. 

** His (Ragobah’s) pretenligns to the Supreme 
“ authority} either in his own right} or as guar* 

dian to the infant PaibWa, appear to us better 
^ founded than thofe of his competitors ; and 
** therefore, if the conditions of the treaty of 
** Poona have not been ikidlly fulSlled on the 
“ part of the Mahrattas, and if, from any cir* 
** cumftances, you fliall deem it expedient, we 
** ihall have no objeSbn to an alliance with 
** Ragobah, on the terms agreed upon between 
** him and the Governor and Council of Bora- 
** bay.” 

3dly, The reftoration of Ragonaut Row would 
have been attended by an acceflion of territory 
upon the Malabar coaft to the amount of the an- 
nual expences of the Prcfidency of Bombay j by 
which means no further drains wo\dd have been 
made from our treafory in Bengal. 

4^y, Pia reftoration of Ragobah w'as not a 
breach of ^ treaty of Poona, becaufe thactrei|- 
.tywasftgncd bgtSaccarum Bappoo and Nana 
•Furne&oidy; andSaccaruro, thefirft Mini^ 
4ft rank, 'with the principal officers oi the Mah- 
ratta ftate, joined in the propofal to the gentliif- 
fflcn of Bombay, for his return to Poona. 


Mr. 
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l^r^Di^Mad lit. liowever* ftr^ 

miioufty Qp]^e 4 ^ on ymav^ 

grounds ; and antong^ ocbm^ becauii}^ U was 
in difobedience to the order of the Court of Di- 
r^^ors.^ 

I mull here interrupt my narrative^ to obferv? 
in what view the Diredors confidered the con- 
dud of the Governor-General in this inftance. 

About the 29th of July 1778^ the Court of 
Diredors received difpatches both from Bombay 
and Bengal, in which they were informed of 
the plan propofed to the Frefidency of Bombay, 

. by the opponents of Nana Furnefe, of the fanc- 
tion given to it by the Governor-General and 
Coundl, and of their refolution to aiSft them 
with mon^y aod a confiderable reinforcement, in 
order the poore efiedually to carry it into execu- 
tion, and to fupport them in the confequences of 
it. Thefe advices the Court of Diredors thought 
of fuch great importance, that on the 29th of 
Auguft 177S, Colonel Capper was applied to 
by the Seled Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, to carry a packet to Bombay of the greatefi: 
national importance. He accordingly left Lon- 
don th<! I ft of September, and by^ the letters 
which he brought, both the gentlemen of Ben- 
gal and Bombay had the fatini^on to receive 
the fulleft approbation of the Diredors, who 
mtprefs very ftrong anxiety for Ragobah’s refto- 
radon, and ‘the overthrow of that party at Poona 

1 2 in 
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!o alliaace with tie Freocb. Tht fiift ftip of 
the (eafon, Brought out a conplete approbatioii 
to Mr. H^iogS for the part which he 1 ^ ade^ 
in thtt important bufinefa. 

On the 33d of February, 1778, orders wbre 
ifiued for forming a detachment of fix battalions 
of Seapoys, one company of native artillery, 
with a regular proportion of field artillery, to 
which were ai’terwards added, the firft regiment 
of cavalry and five hundred of the Viziers Can- 
dahar horfe. Colonel Leflie was appointed to 
command this force, and ordered to march dired- 
ly to Bombay by the fhorteft route he (hould 
3udge moft pradicable, and for the fequel of bis 
operations, he was to obey the orders of the Pre- 
fidentand Council of Bombay. This detachment 
eroded the Jumma the latter end of May, with 
flight and inefiedual oppofition from Ballajee 
Pundit, the chief of, the Mabratta territories de- 
pendent upon Culpee. In the mean time the de- 
figo which had furnifiied the occafion of this ex- 
pedition was fufiered to fleep at Bombay, the 
violent ardour of that Prefidency for the caufe of 
Ragonaut Row ceafing with the removal of the 
bar which had been laid on the profecution of it. 
It produced faufUl^ the principal ei&ds inten- 
ded by the ptonotton of it. Thefe fudd^nly 
afiSunbling thnr farces on the goth of March, 
deprived Nana Furnefe of his authority, and 
in veiled Moraba Furpefe with it in his fiead. 
This eafy revolution, without bloodlhed or 

4 contefl. 
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Wal wttt t Ipkr n t b eat grett facility 

with which the plnia ofiered to die Prafideccy 
of Bombtf, ought lum been executed in its 
ftdl extent had they ininediitdy engaged 
in it* When the geademen of Bombty fitft 
heard of Colonel Leflte*s march they ordered him 
to haltj and a few days after^ they’^t him an 
order to profecute hts march, but without any 
objeA defcribed, or plan of operations propofed, 
or thought on : thus abandoned by the Prefiden- 
cy of Bombay, Haftings had recourfe to 
other means which were more within the com- 
pafsof his own direction, and for which he had 
in ibme degree made a provifion a confiderable 
time before, on tfaeprefumption of the utility of 
which it might prove in the event of a rupture 
with the Mahrattas. 

When the Supreme Council determined to 
fend a detachment to the other fide of India, the 
Governor Generaf applied to the Raja of Berir 
.to grant his permilHonfor its free march through 
bis territories, with fuch afliftance as it might re- 
quire on the way. He received an imme^rn an- 
fwer to his application on fuch terms as he wHb- 
ed, and the Raja at the&me uise‘lh*t a pelfoo to 
the banks of the Nurbudda, which btmads hb 
dominions to the north, with a ftore of grain for 
the fubfiftence of the detachment, and orders to 
attend it through his country, of vfhich he 

ad- 



< 6f ) 

sdvtfed Colooel tdlk* iavidng hun to take 
that foutCy and aCutu^ him of his mod; frisodif 
receptioo. 

The Domiosl Sovereigirof the Mahratta itate, 
ivho had languiihed in hoaourable confinement 
at Sattarah, Rajah Ram Rajah ^ died in iDecember, 
1777. He left no children, and Mods^ee Boofia, 
Rajah of Benr, had the faired pretentions to the 
fucoefiioo, being in direff lineal defeent from the 
ancient dock, and the adopted fon of Sahoo Rajah, 
thepredecefibrof Ram Rajah, though deprived 
of his right by the artifices of Ballajee, vrho was 
the Pethwa, when Sahoo Rajah died. Mr. Haf- 
tlngs judged Moodajee Boofia to be a proper per- 
ibn tofupply the place of Ragobah, in the plan 
offered to the Supreme Council for overturning 
‘ tbe French influence at Poona. He poffeffed 
wealth, power, and a territory extending from 
tbe borders of Bengal almoft to Poona. Rago- 
bah had neither wealth or power, nor bad he in- 
fluence to fupply the want of tbefe requifites, ex- 
cept what might arife from the Prefidency of 
Bombay taking an a^ve part in his favour, and 
it did »ot then appear that they took any. Mr. 
Haflings wiflied and expected the propolhl of an 
alliaBbatatmoM from Moodajee, and he had -de- 
puted bis Vickeel to him for that purpofe, a man 
ef underflaoding, and well inftrudled, but it- now 
became neceffary to take a more adive and deterr 
mined part. 


On 
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Ort tfefe ’Tth elf July 177S, aflvices ^eetned 
worthy of credit were received From Cairo that 
war had been declai;ed between Great-Britaia 
and France ; at' Paris on the iSth, and in Lon* 
don on the 30th of March. The defiinacion of 
Cbunt D’Eftaings’s fleet was not then known. 
It was very naturally fuppofed to he intended a« 
gainft Bombay, and the flrft advices whidi were 
received from England^ tended fllll more ftrong- 
]y to confirm this fuppofitiop. The Cheval^ 
St. Lubin was known to be ftill at Poona, ipul 
to hold frequent conferences with the miniiletii 
of the Pafhwa. The Supreme Council, regard* 
lef^ of all perfonal omfequences, determined in* 
Aandy to take pofleflion of aU the French Tetde- 
ments in Be/igal, and of the fhips in the river* 
At the fame time, th^y earnefUy recommended 
to the Prefidency of Fort St, George, to oonfi* 
atence the iiege of Pondicherry immediately, 
and if poflible to fecure the friendihip of Hyder 
Ally Cawn. It was «lfo refolvcd to enter into 
a negociation with Moodaje^ on the gioondB 
which I have mentioned above* Mr, Ellbt 
was deputed on this kmkf* idto Cnaadc he 
overtook Mr. Chevalier, the fibvetnor of Ghaa- 
derRagpre, who had elbaped from that place, 
emd was ia far in his way.to Pomdicberry. Me. 
'Elliot had the addrefs to petdiade Moodajeeh 
Deputy at that place, to cottfent to his appre- 
hending Mr, Chevalier ; w’hicb he did, and fent 

him 
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him a prifoner to Foft William. By his p^)er» 
the realty of the French fcheme againft us was 
fully evinced. He then proceeded towards 
Naigpore, the capital of Berar : the whole fer- 
lice could not have afforded an agent more pro- 
per for fuch an embaify, and Mr. Haftings's 
hopes were proportionably raifed, but as fud- 
deoly blafled by the untimely death of that ve- 
ry valuable young man about a fortnight after 
he had left Cuttack. It is more than probable 
that if Mr. Elliot had arrived at Naigpore, an 
alliance of the molt beneficial confequence to 
the Eaft-India Company would have been con- 
cluded with the Rajah of Berar. 

Colonel Leflie, when Mr. Elliot died, had 
advanced but 120 miles from Calpee, having 
employed too much of his time in fettling the 
family difputes of the Bundella Chiefs. He was 
recalled from his command on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, but by his death Colonel Goddard had fuc> 
ceeded to it before the letter reached the camp. 

Colonel Goddard immediately profecuted his 
march to the banks of the Nerbudda, and wai 
empowered on his arrival there to treat with 
Moodajee. Hfe deputed his interpreter to the 
Court of that Frince; who, in bis letter to Mr. 
Haftings, after the death of Mr, Elliot, had de> 
^red the negociation might be transferred to hil^ 
fecretary ; and had exprefled the flrongeR incli- 
sation to bring it to a cooclufion. 


A 
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A iecondand uneicpeded revolution ms effec- 
ted at Poona on the 26th of June, and Moraba 
Furnefe m$ Imprifooed with his principal ad- 
herents. Moraba, before his imprifonment, had 
made propofals to the Prelidency of Bombay, 
who had refolved to condu 61 Ragobah with an 
army to Poona : a circomftance well known to 
Moodajee, who, in confequence of ir, declined 
the alliance which was propofed to him, deem> 
ing Ragobah's interefts incompatible with his 
own: but with very cordial profelSons offriend- 
fhip for the Englifh nation, which he evinced 
by furnifhing Colonel Goddard with calh, pro- 
vifions, and draft cattle, for his artillery. Co- 
lonel Goddard advanced towards Poona by quick 
marches. 

I have already obferved that the Bombay 
gentlemen had reafTumed their deiign in favour 
of Ragobah. The period at which they realTu- 
med it was unfavourable j Ragobah’s principal 
adherents were conhned, and Colonel Goddard, 
whofe army would by its prefence have infured 
fuccefe, was at a confiderable diltance. I wifh 
tp relate fadts, and not to comment upon them. 
On the 23d of November the Pombay army, 
confiding of one hundred and forty«three artillery, 
five hundred and forty-eight European infantry, 
two thoufand two hundred and feventy Seapoys, 
and five hundred Lafears, was tranfported to 
the Continent. On the a 3d of December they 

K afeended 



( 66 ) 

afcended the Gauts and marched towards Foona^ 
and 00 the 9th of January it was determined to 
retreat, on account of a fcarcity of provifioiu, 
aUhough they had a fupply for eighteen days^ 
and there was but one Ihort day's march to 
Poona. So much alarmed had the minifters been 
for the event, that, by their agent at Bombay, 
|:bey had offered frelh terms to the Governor be- 
fore the army advanced. The commanding of- 
ficer, Colonel Cockburn, when confulted, faid 
that he had not a doubt of the army's marching 
^0 Poona, but that our troops had not been ufed 
to retreat. However, the refolution was not to 
be altered. The army was formed into three 
divifions, encumbered with baggage, and mo- 
ved off by night. They were attacked by nu- 
merous bodies of Mahrattas, but defended them- 
felves with the utmofl bravery, and fuftained a 
lofs comparatively fmall, if the length of the ac- 
tion and the numbers of the foe are coniidered. 
In the evening of that day application was made 
to Nana and Sindia, for an undifturbed retreat 
of the army to Bombay ; this was granted, 
upon the humiliating terms, that Salcot, and 
every other acquifition by the Bombay Govern- 
ment fince the time of Mahderow, (hould be 
given up, and that orders fhuuld be fent to Col. 
Goddard, to return with his army to Bengal. 

It 
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It is tra^, the Committee • who governed that 
atnoy, gave an exprefs declaration in writing that 
they had not the power to bind the Supreitie 
Council to the obfervance of thefe terms, and 
the Mahratta Chiefs know it was fo. 

By this fatal check the honour of the Britilh 
arms was tarniflied, the caufe of Ragobah RoW 
given up ; and, had the treaty been valid, all 
our conquefts upon the Malabar coafts ceded to 
the Mahrattas. That the corps which took the 
field from Bombay, was llrong enough to refill 
the united force of the Mahratta empire, is be- 
yond a doubt ; that it was able to furmount eve- 
ry obftruftion which the fuddenly collefted army 
of the Mahrattas could have thrown in its way, 
is highly probable, (fince two of our battalions, 
with four field pieces, in February 1780, put 
twenty thoufand of their beft troops under Mad- 
jee Sindia to the rout) but that by waiting for 
the junction of General Goddard’s army every 
poflibility of a failure would have been avoid- 
ed, cannot be difputed. 

Colonel Goddard, when he was about three 
hundred miles from Surat, and the fame dif- 
tance from Poona, received an order from the 
Poona Committee to return to Befigal, without 

, K 2 any 

The Council of Bombay, on the 4th of November, ap- 
pointed Mr. Carnac, Colonel Egerton, and Mr. Moftyn, a 
Committee to earry their plan into execution , this was called 
the Poona Comnuttee, Mr. MoAya djed during the eape- 
dition. 



( 6 » ) 

any notice being taken of the difailer, and re- 
treat of the Bombay army i after mature rejec- 
tion he determined, notwithftanding this order, 
to advance towards Surat. On his march ^ 
Vackeel from the Mahratta minifters arrived in 
his camp, with a copy of the convention. Co- 
lonel Goddard denied that the Committee had 
any authorit)' over him, and faid that he was di- 
redlcd to march to Bombay for the fecurity of the 
Company’s poffelTions againft the deligns of the 
French, and that he fliould profecute his march. 
He effcflcd his arrival at Surat on the i8th of 
February 1779. 

Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Bengal on the 27th 
of March 1779 ; the Supreme Council was then 
complete, and the Governor-General at the firft 
alfembly of the Board, although they had not 
received a full account of the tranfadions at 
Bombay, propofed that we (hould, if poffible, 
conclude a lafling peace with the Mahrattas 
upon the terms of Colonel Upton’s treaty. His 
propofal was unanimoully agreed to, and Co- 
lonel Goddard appointed the minifter of this 
Government. 

The Supreme Council were as unanimous in 
dlfavowing the convention of Worgaum, con- 
cluded by the Poona Committee ; but, anxious 
for peace with the Mahrattas, and on a fuppo- 
fition that the gentlemen of Bombay might not 
heartily co-operate w'ith them, Colonel Goddard 
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was inftruited to ufe his utmoft endeavours 
to dTeft a reconciliation. All thefe refolutioos 
were moved by the Governor-General ; no mem- 
ber of the Board propofed to avow the conven- 
tion of Wargaum j upon what grounds there- 
fore hath Mr, Haftings been charged as the au- 
thor of the Mahratta war ? 

Colonel, now General, Goddard, when he had 
received his inAruftions, communicated his ap- 
pointment to the minifters at Poona ; and they 
deputed a Vackeel to negociate a treaty of peace 
with him. Before this Vackeel arrived at Surat, 
Ragobah had made his efcape from the officers 
of Sindia, who had charge of his perfon, and 
were conveying him to a place of confinement. 
He fled to Surat, and general Goddard agreed 
to give him perfonal proteftion ; informing the 
minifters at Poona of this unexpcflcd event. The 
Vackeel arrived at Surat — received our propo- 
fals — returned to Poona, and promifed to for- 
ward a categorical anfwer in three weeks. Af- 
ter forae delays, during which time General 
Goddard received intelligence that the minifters 
were negociating a treaty with Hyder Ally, and 
making every preparation for war, the Vackeel 
returned to Suiar, with the only terms on which 
the Mahrattas would confent to a peace. Thefe 
were, that we (hould cede Salfette to them, 
and deliver up the perfop of Ragobah Row. 
Thus were the efforts of the Supreme Council 

dif. 



( 70 ) 

difappointed ; can this difappointment be attri- 
buted to a want of zeal for an accommodation, 
either in the Governor-General or General God- 
dard? 

General Goddard at the fame time received 
intelligence, that an alliance had been conclud- 
ed at Poona, Ix-twccn Hyder Ally, the Mah- 
rattas, Nivan Ally Cawn, and Moodajee Booda, 
By the principal aiticle of it, the Mahrattas, 
iiiuJcr ]VI;.c^cc Sindia and 7‘ukajee Holkar, 
were to adl again ft General Goddard in Guzze- 
rat ; hlyder Ally was to invade the Carnatic j 
the Nizam the northern Circars, and Moodajee 
Boolla, Bengal. The truth of this intelligence 
has fince been fatally confirmed. The Nizam, 
the projeclor of the treaty, adled the part which 
he did, In revenge for the Prcfidency of Fort St. 
George, having concluded an alliance \\ ith his 
brother Bazalet Jung, by which they acquired 
poffeflion of the Guntoor Circar ; and Hyder 
Ally Cawn, very flrongly exprefled his difguft 
at our acquifuion of that Circar. This bufinefs 
will doubtltfs be fully inveftigated j and it is fo- 
leign from my fubjeft to take any further no- 
tice of it here. Moodajee Boofla was very un- 
willingly draw'n in to take a part againft us. Of 
this there cannot be a doubt, as he regularly 
kept the Governor-General informed of the dc- 
figns which were formed againft us, and puf- 
potely delayed the march of his army until 

the 
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the feafon of aftton Ihould be paft, with the. 
hope that in the laft rains, our differences with 
the Mahrattas would have been accommodated. 
The Nizam has hitherto been inaftive, though 
the original projeftor of the confederacy. 

The army at Surat was ftrengthened by de- 
tachments from Bombay and Fort St. George ; 
and General Goddard was furnlfhed with difere- 
tional orders, fhould the treaty with the Mah- 
rattas prove abortive. He took the field in De- 
cember 1779 ; and foon after concluded a trea- 
ty with Futty Sing Guicawar, by which the 
extenfive province of Guzzerat was equally di- 
vided between the Eaft-India Company and him. 
He immediately advanced towards Abmedabad, 
the capital of that part of Guzzerat, w’hich was 
in the poflelTion of the Mahrattas. This place 
our troops took by ftorm ; a concpieft which ad- 
ded greatly to the fplendour of our arms. In three 
months he intirely fubdued the whole province, 
Madjee Sindia, who had affcmbled the MaK- 
ratta forces, was marching with an intent to 
relieve Abmedabad, not fuppofing that we fhould 
fo foon be in poflefTion of it. General Goddard 
leaving a garrifon in this place, advanced to- 
wards the Mahratta army to offer them battle ; 
which, notwithftanding their great fuperiority 
of numbers, and the unfortunate event of the 
Bombay expedition, which muft natu'^ally have 

elated 
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elated them, their General declined upon every 
occafion. 

So anxious was General Goddard, knowing the - 
good confequence of engaging the Mahratta ar- 
my, that on the ad of April, 1 7i5o, he left his army 
on their ground, and advanced to ftorm the ene- 
my’s camp at the head of two hundred Europe- 
ans, ten companies of grenadier Seapoys, and 
three battalions of Seapoys, two twelve and ten 
fix-pounders, with the firll regiment of Cavalry 
and the Candahar horfe : with this force, fo 
greatly inferior to the troops that retreated before 
the Mahratta army the preceding year, he ad- 
vanced, pafl'cd their principal guards, and in- 
ttantly attacked the main body drawn up ready 
to receive him. Our artillery did great execu- 
cution amongfl their numerous cavalry, and in 
an hour from the commencement of the a£lion 
they retreated, after a conlidcrable lofs ; nor did 
a fingle horferaan appear to moleft our army in 
its return to camp. Every aftion of this cam- 
paign was equally glorious to our arms. Cap- 
tain John Campbell, of the Bengal eftablilh- 
ment, as detached with a foraging party to a 
confiderable diftance from their camp, and on 
his return with a large convoy of proviiiohs, he 
was attacked by Sindia at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, the flower of the Mahratta ar- 
my. Captain Campbell formed his detachmenr, 
confifting of two battalions of Seapoys, and four 

field 
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iitid pieces* to the beil advantage* repulied the 
Mabrattas who loft between five and fix hun- 
dred men* many of whom were killed by the 
fire of the flank companies of our line. Captain 
Campbell) after this remarkable adion, Joined 
General Goddard without the lofs of a man or of 
any part of his convoy. Lieutenant Wellh, of 
the Bengal cftablifhraent was detached by Gene- 
ral Goddard on the 3d of May to furprize a bo- 
dy of fix thoufand Mabrattas ; his force confifted 
of the firfl regiment of cavalry and a battalion 
of Seapoys. Lieutenant Welfh, when he had 
performed half his march, found, by calcula- 
ting the time which remained, that if he waited 
for his infantry, he fhould not arrive before day 
break in the enemy’s camp. He therefore came 
to the fpirited refolution of advancing at the 
head of the cavalry only ; w iih this force he en- 
tered the Mahratta camp, feized the enemy’s 
cannon, which he turned upon them in their 
flight. The rout was general. The command- 
ing officer and a great number of (be Mabrattas 
were killed ; and the artillery, bazar, ammuni- 
tion, &c. fell into our hands. No viftory could 
be more decifive : and this officer had the good 
fortune foon after to get pofleffion of two forts, 
which intitely completed the conqueft of Guz- 
zerat. 

Major Forbes, of the Bengal eftabUihment, 
at the head of two battalions of Seapoys, eifec- 

L tually 
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tualiy lurpiized »od routed a body of feveo thm* 
fand Mahratus, and with this adion clofed the 
campaign of 1780, both parties retiring to quar- 
ters for the rainy feafon. General Goddard com- 
menced the prefent campaign by the conqueft of 
the important fort of Baflcin, and by a dccifive 
vidlory otter the Mahratta army, which had been 
fent to relieve the place. The Mahrattas ihem- 
Iclves deeply feel the lofs of this important for- 
trefs, which they had taken from the Portu- 
gueze after a fiegc of two years. 

I now return to the traofadtions in Bengal* 
where the meafures propofed by Mr. Haftings 
were attended with the moft brilliant advan- 
tages. 

When the Governor-General found, by Ge- 
neral Goddard’s difpaicbes, that we had no hopes 
of an accommodation with the Mahrattas, he 
concluded that the only mode of bringing them 
in one campaign to reafonable terms would be 
by attacking them in every quarter. For this 
purpofc he entered into a treaty with the Rana 
of Gohid, an independent Prince, whofe coun- 
try had been invaded by them. Mr. Haftings's 
motives for entering into this alliance were, to 
diftrefs the Mahrattas, by making a conhderable 
diverfion in one of their beft provinces, in con- 
junction with the Rana*s forces, and if poflibic* 
to acquire poffeflion of tbc impoitant fortrefs of 
Qualier, But he had another vie\,v, which 

would 
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'tvould tfTedtualljr have humbled the Mahr attaa, 
and in which he muft have fucceeded, if the dil- 
tradlcd ftate of our Government, and the conti- 
nual reports of his difmiflion from his Nation, 
had not deterred the Rajahs dependent upon 
them from entering into a clofer connexion 
with us. 

The principal revenues and refources of the 
Mahrattas aiirt. ^rom the annual tribute paid to 
them by the Rauhs of Oiide['ore. Juudporc, 
Zeynagur, Bonaui, Kawa, K indkcuncl, &c. &c. 
Thefe Pnnee:, v. ho take evtry opporturity of 
evading •■heir paj nu nts had nev^ a fair oppor- 
tunity of lli.'ki ig off their d-’peodence. And 
had the Govemnicut of Bengal cccn ar Kberty 
to have exer- :d itfelf ar this time, or hac’ not an 
idea of a change of men and mciifuies unhap- 
pily been iiiduftrlctHy prepag- ted thioiiguout 
Indoftan, the h.ahratta war would ha'''e been 
concluded upon our own terms many months 

ago. 

I will now proceed to relate the important 
canfequcnccs which were produced bv our alli- 
ance with the Rana of Gohid, fmal! as his 
dominions may be. When the treaty was nr. 
eluded, the Mahrattas were in poffeliion of the 
beft part of his country. Major Popham, at the 
head of 2000 Sepoys, 40 European artillery, a 
body of i2ohorfe, and 4 field pieces, 6 poun- 
ders, marched to his afllftance. With this litLle 
L 2 ai 'll} , 
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army» he in a few months drove the Mahrattas 
out of the Rana’s country ; purfued them, and 
entirely conquered one of their provinces, pro- 
ducing an annual revenue of fix lacks of Ru- 
pees. In the courfe of this fervice he took 
feveral forts, beat up the Mahratta camp *, nor 
were all the efforts of above 1 5,000 Mahrattas 
able to ojipofe the fuccefs of his gallant little 
army. The moft important aftion ftill remains 
to be related. When Major Popham’s detach- 
ment had cantoned for the rams, Mr. Haltings 
propofed to him to make an attempt upon Gua- 
lier. He knew this place to be fo ftrong that it 
never could be taken by regular approaches ; 
and he knew too, that the enemy, confident in 
the natural ftrength of the place, would be more 
liable to be furprized. The importance of the 
conqueft may be well conceived when it is 
known, that by all ranks of men in all ages, 
this place has been denominated. The impreg- 
nable Fortrefs of Gualier. As fuch. Colonel 
Dow fpeaks of it in feveral parts of his Hillory 
of Indofian. 

In a country where we retain our authority, 
by an opinion which the natives have, not only 
of our fuperior genius for war, but alfo our 
good fortune, fuch a conqueft, at fuch a time, 
would be equal to the moft decifive viftory in 
the field. I believe there was not a man in Ben- 
gal who differed in opinion with Mr. Haftings 
4 as 
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as to thfc importance of this place ; bat I well 
remember when the treaty with the Rana of Go- 
hid was concluded, the impoffibility of our get- 
ting poffeffion of Gualier was frequently men- 
tioned. Major Popham, who by the furprize of 
this place, has acquired immortal honour ha 
-India, bad the good fortune to receive fome 
important information from a party of Mewattes, 
who had found means to enter the place by night 
at different times. 

He employed fpies to examine the place where 
thefe men had entered, and from their report, 
conceived the defign to be poffiblc. In compli- 
ance with Mr. Hafting'i*s repeated folicitations, 
and guided bv h.s own judguent, he made 
every preparation for the attempt with the utmoll 
fecrtl)', only two perfons being privy to if. The 
night before the execution ol It, he wrote to the 
Governor General, infoi n(td him that the afempt 
was to be made early the next morning, and he 
hoped in cafe of failure, that Mr. Haftings 
would do him the juftice to fay, it was at his 
defire that he had undertaken an enterprize 
which, if it failed, would be denominated ralli 
and impradticable ; if it fucceeded, would re- 
dound as much to the honour of the Governor- 
General, by whofe advice it was undertaken, as 
of thofe by whom it was executed. The fuc- 
cefs was equal to the fpirit and prudence of the 
aftion; it was taken on the 4rb of Auguff, 

iySo, 
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1780) and that with the trifling lofs of 20 Sea^ 
pojrs wounded. 

It is itnpoffible to defcribe the defpondency of 
the Mahrattas upon this important event. The 
whole country adjoining to Gualter was imme- 
diately evacuated by their troops, and out mili- 
tary reputation proportion.ibly raifed. This w'as 
the favourable moment for us, and if Mr. Haf- 
tings could have profited by it, as he wifhed to 
have done, the power of the Mahrattas in India 
would have funk at once. Mr. Haftings, prev- 
vious to the capture of Gualier, had propofcd 
to form a ftrong detachment in Gohid, for the 
purpofe of advancing into the province of Mal- 
wa, the country of Sindia, the Mahratta general. 
In this the Governor General was over ruled ; 
althougn he had every reafon to believe, that in 
the conduct of that blanch of adminifiration he 
was to mtet with no oppofition. If the detach- 
ment had been formed, as Mr. Haftings had 
propofcd, the capture of Gualier enfured us the 
utmofi fuccefs in its operations. 

General Goddard bad earneftly prefTed the 
Governor General and Council to invade the 
province of Malva, which would have diverted 
the attention of Sindia from Gu7.zerat ; and oiie 
campaign would have finifhed the war with ho- 
nour and advantage on our fide. An event 
which no Member of the Board more earneftly 
wifhed to fee accompliftied than Mr. Haftings; 

particularly 
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parttcularly as Hydcr Ally Cawn had, in July,; 
1780, invaded the Carn^ic, where our force* 
were utterly unprepared to receive him. 

On the 19th of September an exprefs arrived 
in Calcutta from the Secret Committee of Fore 
St. George, informing the Supreme Council that 
the flower of their army had been cut off or 
taken prifoners by Hyder Ally, and that Sir Hec- 
tor Munro, with the part of the forces under his 
command, had .retreated to the mount with lofs 
of his baggage and of part of his artillery. This 
intelligence was accompanied by advice, that a 
confiderable French fleet, with land forces on 
board, were on their way to India, 

This important intelligence left little room 
for deliberation, and at the firft meeting of the 
Board, the Governor General propofed that Sir 
Eyre Coote fliould be requefted to take the com- 
mand of the army at Madras. That a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans ftiould be fent to the coaft by 
fea, with a fupply of fifteen lacks of Rupees ; 
and that a Jarge detachment of Seapoys lliould 
be formed to march to the Carnatic as foon as the 
feaibn would permit. That an inflant offer of 
peace Ihould be made to the Mahrattas upon terms 
'fo advantageous to them, as almoll to enfure their 
acceptance of them. The feafon was fo far ad- 
vanced that the embarkation of troops would 
be attended with difficulty and danger. But 
the Governor General, juftly confidcring that 

every 
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«v6ry rifque was to be run, when probably the 
very exiilencc of the Company would depend 
upon their arrival, defpifed every inferior confi- 
deration. Mr. Francis oppofed the embarkation 
of the troops, and would only agree to feven 
lacks of Rupees being fent from Bengal. How- 
eve*', all thefe motions were carried by the majo- 
rity ; and Sir Eyre Coote, with fix hundred and 
forty Europeans, fifteen lacks of Rupees, and a 
great fupply of provifions arrived at Madras, in 
lefs than two months, computed from the return 
of the army under Sir Hedor Munro, at the 
mount on the t4th of September, to the arrival 
of the lafl: Ihip of the fleer, the Duke of King- 
fton, at Fort St. George, on the 5th of Novem- 
ber. 'It will undoubtedly refled great honour 
upon Mr. Haftings and Sir Eyre Coote, that they 
had fpirit enough to afford fuch extraordinary 
aids to the Prefidency of Fort St. George, at a 
feafon in which the navigation from Bengal to 
Madras had hitherto been interdifted on account 
of the dangers which attended it. 

1 have related as briefly and as clearly as I was 
able, the rife and progrefs of the Mahratta war, 
from the 12 th of December, 1777, to the clofe 
of the year 1780. Upon what ground on fug- 
geftion this war can be attributed to Mr. Haftings, 
let every man judge who reads this account. 

The occafion of the war was planned and exe- 
cuted without the knowledge or previous con- 

fent 
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ferit of tlie Goverrtor General, who had ocrorher 
participation in it than by providing by an extra- 
ordinary exertion for the fupport of the meafurei 
undertaken by the Prefidency of Bomba)' if they 
fucceeded, and for its prefervation if they failed. 
The Court of Directors have warmly approved 
of the exertions made by the Government of 
Bengal. Colonel Goddard arrived feafonably for 
the prefervation of Bombay, and for the redemp-* 
tion of the national honour, which had without 
it been irretrievably loft. Our fuccefles in every 
part, after the Mahrattas had rejeded all reafon- 
able terms of accommodation* gave the Governor 
General the ftrongeft hopes of fpeedily termi- 
nating it by fuch advantages as Ihould have am- 
ply recompenfed the Company for the expencea 
which had attended it, and the calamities M'ith 
which it had commenced. In the midft of our 
fuccefles, another and more intereftins; occafion 
called for the exertion of the Government of 
Bengal. The prefervation of Fort. St.. George 
depended upon their refolutions. The misfor- 
tunes upon the coaft: cannot be attributed to 
Mr. Haftings, If the general opinion is to have 
weight, the invafion of the Carnatic might have 
beenp revented by the alTembly of our army in 
the mon thof June. If the confeffion of the Nizan 
to Mr. Holloud may be credited, (and it is con- 
firmed by evidence of the moft public notoriety) 
that invafion was the foie effed pf a confederacy 
M furmed 
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formed at h*s infftig;^on, and diftated by K* 
rcfentment of the infringements made by the 
Selcft Committee of Fort St. George, ob his rights 
obtained by the treaty fobfifting between him 
and the Company, and his natural apprehenfiott 
of hoftilities, intended by that government againft 
him. 

When Mr. Haflings propofed to conclude a 
freaty of peace with the Mahratras^ he recom- 
mended to the Board to form the treaty in Cab 
cutta, to fend it executed by the Supreme Coun- 
cil, toMoodajee Boofla, the Rajah of Berar, who 
had repeatedly offered himfelf as mediator be- 
tween our Government and the Mahrattas. 
This treaty was rejected, and ibe rcafon was ob- 
vious i Hydef Ally Cawn had cut of a third of 
our army. He had taken Arcot, when he was 
proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. He had 
boafted that he would prevent the Englifli army 
from moving from the mount, and that he was 
to be joined in a month by three thoulknd French 
regulars from the Iflands, when he would com- 
mence the fiege of Fort St. George. The French 
fleet, fix fail of the line, and five frigates ap- 
peared on the Coaft of Coromandel. Under tbefe 
circumftances, the Mahrattas deeming our fitua- 
tion a defperate one, rejected all treaty, except 
upon the raoft difgraccful terms to us. 

Sir Eyre Coote took the field on the 23d of 
January, 1781. On his march to Pondicherry, 

repeatedly offered battle to Hyder Ally Cawo. 
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Bis detachmfntsmre upon »U occaticms ftic- 
cefsFul, agalnft every ibperiority of numbers. 
The trmy under his command was the fineft that 
ever took the field in ladiSf in point of difcipline 
and numbers^ and cc»npletely provided -with 
artillery and military ftores. The men were 
eager to revenge the late defeat and deftruftion 
of iheir companions. The French fl^et, after 
appearing eff Madras^ on the 29th of January, 
went off without even making an attempt to 
deflroy the fiiips in that road, in which they 
mart have fucceeded. The fleet had not a An- 
gle foldier on board, except their marines, and 
on a report that Sir Edward Hughes was return- 
ing from Bombay to the coaft of Coromandel, 
quitted the coaft on (he i6th of February, and 
returned to the iflands. Hydcr Ally thus dif- 
appointed, will not be able to maintain his 
ground in tlie Carnatic. In addition to the army 
under the command of Sir Eyre Coote, Colonel 
Pearfe was advancingfirom Bengal, with ten bat- 
tallions of Seapoys and twenty pieces of can- 
non. This force would arrive in the neighbour- 
hood of Madras in the month of June. 

The Mahrattas at the commencement of 
this campaign, had been defeated in a gene- 
ral adtioH by General Goddard, w'ho the day 
after took the Fort of Baftein. Lieutenant 
Colonel Carnac, advancing at the head of twelve 
battalions of Seapoys, to the province Malwa, 

M i has 
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)ias had the good fortune to gain a comi)lete 
vidtory againft an army of 30,000 men, com* 
manded by Sindic in perfon, the effeft of 
which muft be greatly beneficial to General 
Goddard’s defigns, Gualier was garrifoned by 
our troops, and by that means a fafe com- 
munication was preferved with the domini- 
ons of our ally the Vizer. Our forces in Ben- 
gal were fo llationed as to prevent all danger 
from an invafion Ihould it be altcmptcd. I hefe 
favourable ctrcymllances make an ht'nourable 
peace with the Mahrattas a probable evmt. 

In this review of the rife and piogrcfsot the 
Mahratta war, let it be lemembercd that the main 
defign of marching an army acrof'* India, was not 
to allift the Pr'’(idency of Bombar in the 
execution of their original plan, but to fup- 
port them in the confcquences of it to us, and 
to protedl the inteiefts of the Eall-India Comp?- 
n\% from the cffcdlsof a connection, well known 
to be formed between rlie ruhpg member of the 
Mahratta flare and the avoweil agent of the 
king of 1 ranee. General Goddaid \eiy oppor- 
tunely arrived at Surat for the prefervation of 
Bombay. The Governor-General, who law in 
as ftrong a light as any other member of the 
Board, the difadvantages even of a fuccefsful war 
with the Mahrattas, (however great the necellity 
plight be of retrieving our military reputation) 
riiould the operations be continued beyond ope 
faippaign, propofed to them the moft equitable 
4 t^itn^ 
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terms of peace ; and in a letter which he him- 
felf drew up to the Committee at Bombay, the 
Supreme Council obferve, “ Having given full 
** powers to Colonel Goddard to negociate and 
“ conclude a peace with the Mahrattas, we have 
“ only to repeat, that we lot»k to the iflue of 
" that commiflion as our primary objedl:, and 
the termination of all our political views on 
** your fide of India, if it fliall prove fuccefi- 
“ ful.” To Colonel Goddard, the Board ob- 
“ ferve, “ Our fir ft defire is to obtain peace.” 

When Ragonaut Row had efcaped from 
Madjee Smdia, and had joined General God- 
dard, who confcnted to give him perfonal 
proteftion, the Supreme Council approve of 
its being continued to him, provided he fliall 
“ not attempt to defeat the effeft of your ne- 
goclations, to which you are to give your 
entire attention without regard to any other 
“ confideration.” With fuch proofs of Mr. 
Haftings’s fincere difpofition to accomodate our 
differences with the Mahrattas, what are the 
grounds to fuppofe he was lefs inclined to a 
pacification than Mr. Francis, or any other 
member of the Board ? The Governor-Gene- 
ral was not at all involved in the difgrace 
which the gentlemen of Bombay had incurred 
by their ill-timed expedition •, on the contrary, 
the Court of Diredors bad conveyed to him, by 
ap exprefs over land, their approbation of the 

part 
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psrt which he bad taken in their afiairs. The 
aiifwer of the Poona Durbar to our propofak, 
wa« conveyed in few words. “ They would 
** only <;onfent to a j^eace on thefe conditions.** 
That we fhould give up the perfon of Ra- 
** gobab, and cede the ifland of Salfette to 
them.” Was it even propofed by any mem' 
ber of the Suprenae Council to purchafe a 
peace by fuch conceflions ? It was not. The 
war was therefore a war of necelSty on our 
part, and from this moment it ought to have 
been profecuted with the utmoft vigour. Thwar- 
ted and oppofed as the Governor-General was, 
the brilliant fucceiTcs vrhich have attended our 
arms will fully prove what our Govern^ 
ment when united may be capable of. 

That I might not break in upon the narra- 
tive of the Mahratca war, I havepafled over the 
Ollier tranfaSions of Government, during that 
jieriod, 1 he refulutlon to commence boftilities 
agauift tlicFicnchj on the 7th of July, 1778, 
before any regular advices of a rupture had 
been received from England, reflects honour 
upon c\try tnem^er of the Supreme Council in 
proiTortioti to the rcfponfibility which each in- 
curred by fo ipiuted a meafurc. The celerity 
with which two fliips of 40 guns each were 
fitted out, and joined Sir Edward Vei non be- 
fore Pondicheiry, arriving there againft the 
tnonfoon, in lei's than two months from the 

day 
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^aywhen they wert ordered to be equipped# 
the plan formed for die defence of the river, 
when the dedinatioa of the Toulon fleet was 
unknown, the reinforcements ordered to be 
raifed for the army, the difpofuion of ow 
forces, and the aflembly of the militia, are 
fubftantial proofs of the attention of the Go- 
vernor«General and Council, to the preferva- 
rion of the valuable empire committed to their 
charge, and the fpirit which animated all ranks 
of men living under their Government* 

Why the French miffed lb favourable an op- 
portunity of attacking us on the Malabar coafl; 
w'c know nor, but it would have been a very 
poor fatisfadion to bis country if Mr. Haf- 
tings had flopped the march of the army def- 
tined for the prefervation of Bombay, at fo 
critical a period, either on account of the ex- 
pcDce attending if, or to add Hill more to the 
fecuiity of Bengal, already well fecured, if 
that place had been attacked the following 
year. The majority of the Supreme Council 
therefore determined at this time, that their 
army Ihould advance ; and the Governor<Ge&e- 
ral had the flrongeft and beft founded expefta- 
tions of carrying the projefled alliance with 
Moodajee Boolla into ^ecution; which wal 
intended effeAually to preclude the French na- 
tion from territorial poffeffions in every part 
of India. 
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.The<temporaty agreement between the Go* 
verDor* General and Mr. Francis, and the ex> 
traoidinary event it produced, are fadts, the 
elucidation of which is difagreeable. Certain 
it is fomc agreement was made as to the con- 
dud of the war, as certain that Mr. Haflings 
as well before as in the meetings which he 
had with Mr. Francis, infilled that as the whole 
refponfibilityof the war with the Mahrattas was, 
by Mr.Francis and Mr. Wheler, thrown up- 
on him, he fiiouid have the entire condud 
of it, and as certain that the perfons in Mr. 
Hafiings’s confidence underfiood that was agreed 
to. 

The Governor-Generars plan for carrying on 
the w'ar was confelTedly the beft that could 
have been propofed. The operations of a fmall 
army the laft campaign had put us in poffef- 
fion of an extenfive country, had confidera- 
bly added to our military reputation, and du- 
ring the rains, that very feafon in which 
Mr. Francis contended nothing could be 
done, Major Popham took the important for- 
trefs of Gualier. By Mr. Francis’s oppofition 
to the Governor-General’s plan our army, which 
was formed the lad campaign, was didrefied 
for pay, and continued inaftive when it might 
have moved with great elFedl : that army which 
mud have fo completely divided the forces and 

the 



( *9 ) 

attention of the MahrattaS} and made tt ftlC* 
eefiful in every quarter. 

The plan which Mr. Haftiitgs propofed for 
carrying on the Mahratta War exa&ly corref- 
ponded with one draw^n up by an excellent of- 
ficer, Lieutenant-Colonel Upton, of whom Mr. 
Francis himfelf bad the higheft opinion. This 
gentleman had travelled to Poona by land, and 
his fentiments were certainly a llrong confirma- 
tion of the propriety of theGovernor-Generars 
propofitions. The great expences of the war 
are doubtlefs to be lamented, but there are fea- 
fons when great expences are abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, nor can a Government, like ours, hope 
to be fecure, if in lime of war we are con- 
tented to guard our frontier only. This we 
mull do at a confiderable expence, and with 
the lofs of reputation ; but by invading the do- 
minions of our enemies, we have kept them a( 
home, we have deprived them of refoutces for 
carrying on the war, vre have infufed fuch a 
degree of fpirit into the native troops in our 
fervice, that they look upon themfelves as in- 
vincible when headed by Britilh officers j and 
the conquefts which we have made, would have 
amply repaid us for all our expences, had the 
invaiion of the Carnatic not taken place. 

The Governor-General would have had no 
difficulty in extending the influence of the Com- 
pany through ail the countries "now dependent 
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upon thi Mahrattas, if the native powers of Irt- 
tlta had had the fame opinion of the continu- 
ance of his authority, as was univerfelly enter- 
tained of his fuperior abilities and good for- 
tune. But unfortunately, Mr. Haftings, not- 
wifhftanding his utmoft efforts, could never ef- 
face thofe ideas which had fo generally been 
conceived from Benares to Dehly, and in the 
Decican, of his fpeedy removal from the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, 

Before Sir Eyre Coote’s arrival, it was uni- 
verfally given out by the friends of Mr. Fran- 
us, that he would undoubtedly take a deci- 
ded part againft Mr. Haflings. Thefc declara- 
rlons fo often repeated, made a deep impref- 
lion upon our allies, and were attended with 
very ferious confequcnces. I will mention one 
that immediately occurs to me. 

When our military eftablilb-ment was con- 
fiderably increafed, in confequence of thawar 
with France, Mr. Haftings thought it reafon- 
able that Cheyr Sing, the Raja of Benares, and 
a vaflal of the Company, Ihould pay a pro- 
portion .of an expence incurred for our com- 
mon defence. This he fixed at five lacks of 
rupees per annum, and the Raja was with fome 
difficulty prevailed upon to advance this Aim, 
but he pofitively refufed to continue the pay- 
ment beyond the firft year, and in this rcfolu- 
tion, he was confirmed by a knowledge of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Frands’j fentimehts, who difapprove^ of 
'any conjpulfion being ufed for the continuance 
of the payment. The intrigues of the Raja’s 
vackeel in Calcutta, previous to the General’s 
arrival, were very well known, but as Sir 
Eyre Coote fupported the authority of the Go- 
vernor-General, the Raja was obliged, not only 
to pay five lacks of rupees for another 5'ear, 
but in addition to it, the expcnces incurred by 
the march of two battalions to Benares, for 
the pnipofe of enforcing the payment, if he 
ihould continue obftinate. If the Raja had not 
received the moft pofitive afllirances from his 
agent *in Calcutta, that Mr. Francis was on the 
point of fucceeding to the Government, he 
never would have reduced Mr. Hafiings tothe 
neceffity of taking fo violent a nif^ifure, for 
the fupport of his own authority and the 
Company’s interefis. 

If the expedtation of a change in Bengal 
had been produftive of no effefts, more de- 
trin^enul to the public fervice, than the con- 
temptible oppofirion of the Raja of Benares, it 
had been fortunate ; but independent of the 
great relaxation of Government, in our own 
provinces, which was, and always muft be the 
confequence of it, fuch an expeftation very ei- 
fentially interfered, w'ith the only plan by 
which the Mahratta War' could be brought to a 
fpeedy, and fuccefsful termination. The Rajas 
N a of 
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of Jaynagur, Narva, Bundlecund, &c. wen idl, 
1 can affirm from the beft authority, eager to 
throw off their dependence upon the Mahrat- 
tas, the flighteft affiilance from us would have 
enabled them to do it ; the fucceftful opera** 
tions of Major Popham's little army has very 
probably produced this effect, if a peace is not 
yet concluded. 

Our political influence was extended imme* 
diately upon Mr. Haftings’s acceffion to the 
chair. Every power in India has an agent 
in Calcutta, and thefe men regularly tranf- 
mit to the<r principals the intelligence of the 
day. Influenced by the intelligence thus re- 
ceived they have univerfally dreaded, and ex- 
pected Mr. Haftings’s removal, and have been 
deterred fiom taking part with fo unfteady a 
■Government. 

Mr, Francis will excufe me for obferving that 
he is refponfibic for the fatal confequence whiQh 
followed, from the opinion of a change in the 
Government being fo univerfal. The paragraphs 
of the general letters, from the direftion which 
reflected moft fevcrely upon Mr. Haflings, were 
induftrioufly circulated i Mr, Francis, in the 
moft unreferved manner, exprefled his certainty 
of fuccecdtng him in a few months, nor could 
all the efforts of Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, or 
Mr« Qraham at Benares, obviate the bad effeCts 
which fuch pofitive declarations produced 
4 throughout 
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throughout Indc^n. 1 i^rm notlung can be 
U) detrimental to the interest of the Britilh na> 
tton in India, as a 4 ivided or unfettled admini* 
flration in Bengal, and whatever fyftetn the 
Court of Dire^ors may adopt in future, or 
whomever they may think proper to employ, 
they ought to give the ruling members every pu- 
blic fup|X)rr In their power. The hands of Go- 
vernment Ihould be ltrf< gth iiul by every pol^ 
fible means. Pr '4icrity attended the confidence 
which they pli.f I in Mr. Haftings, and reverfe 
of fortune, tuC diminution, or more properly 
the annihilation of his authority. 

1 now beg leave to offer a few remarks upon 
the ftateof our affairs in India. 

Our fituation is indeed fo very alarming, that 
there are many men who will believe, and many 
more who will affedf to believe them irretrie- 
vable ; I muft confefs that it w ill require all the 
abilities, the integrity, and the firmnefs of the 
Governor- General, with every poflible degree of 
fupport that can be given from home to reflore 
Bengal to its former profperity, but that Mr. 
Hading} will cffeA this if he is treated with 
that confidence which his great and important 
iervices entitle him to expedt, 1 have nut the 
fmalleft doubt. 

What was our fituation in Bengal, when Mr, 
Haftings arrived there in 1772 ; and what is it 
gtthU time ? To bring this fubjedt to one poi' C 

of 
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ef view, I muft recapitulate what I have alreaJ.' 
dy obferved. At the former period, the Com^ 
pany’s debt at interell was above one hundred and 
twenty lacks. The Court of Direftors the fea- 
fbn before had been drawn upon for one hundred 
and twenty lacks. There was no profjieft of 
providing future inveftments but by an increafe 
of the bond-debt, as our civil and military ex- 
pences were barely defrayed by the annual reve- 
nues. In one year only what a change w'as ef- 
ledled. The alliance w ith Sujah DowJah brought 
inch an ample fujiply of treafure into Bengal 
that every fervice was fully provided for and the 
bond-debt reduced. Until this period, our fo- 
reign connciSiions only ferved to accelerate the 
ruin of our provinces by draining them of the 
little fpecie that remained in them. 

No one good effed was experienced from our 
alliance with Sujah Dowlah before Mr. Haf- 
tings’b acceflion to the chair ; an entire brigade 
kej)t at Allahabad, which was paid by the ex- 
jiortation of filvcr from Bengal, was a ruin, 

A very cotifidcrable fum was faved by the re- 
duflion of the ftipends paid to the Nabob and 
his miniflers. In this particular^ where the inte- 
reft of the Comjiany w^as concerned, Mr. Has- 
tings paid a pointed attention to the orders oi 
the Court of Direftors. At the feafon when 
the Supreme Council arrived, our inveftment 
was fo coniiderably incieafcd, that two extra 

lliips 
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{hlp», the Anfon and the Northumberland, were 
fent home. The following year we obtained a 
clear additional revenue of twenty-four lacks 
from Benares, and the expence of at leaft a third 
of our army was defrayed by the Vizier. Thefe 
beneficial advantages are the refult of Mr. Haf- 
tings’s treaty of 1773; a treaty which the majo- 
rity of the Supreme Council decried in all its 
parts the firft month of their arrival. China, 
Bombay, ard Madras, have been fupplled with 
treafure to a very confiderable amount, and the 
annual inveftment from 1774 to 1779, was co*- 
fiderably above a million fterling each t'ear. The 
bond-debt was lutirely paid off, and a large bal- 
lance of calh in our treafury. I had forgot to 
mention the ereftion of public granaries, by 
w hich the return of famine, which lo depopula- 
ted that country, is totally prevented. 

A fenes of events which 1 have already related 
brought on the Mabratta war; a war in Europe 
obliged us to increafe our milira-y eftablilhment 
very confid^rably, to provide a marine force, to 
reinforce Sir Edward Vernon, and for the de- 
fence of the river. Thefe exertions were attend- 
ed with additional expence but they were abfo- 
lutely neceflary, and have been fully aj>proved 
of at home. The French, contrary to their ufual 
policy, miffed the faireft oppoiiunity which 
they ever could have had to regain their influ- 
ence in Indja* Why they w'crc fo remifs we 
know not, but what would Mr. Haftings have 

deferved 
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^ferved had he taken no fieps to countef-* 
adi their intrigues at Poona, and la confe* 
quence of them tv\a regiments and a hundred 
French officers had landed at Choule. When 
our fuccelfes again ft the Mahrattas gave us every 
rcafon to expeA an honourable peace, the Car- 
natic was invaded. This was a frelh deraanti 
upon Bengal for men, money, and provifions. 
The exertions of the Governor-General and Sir 
Eyre Coote have faved Fort St. George. After 
fo many great drains from our treafury, after 
fupporting an expenfive war againft the Mah- 
rattas, and affording Bombay fuch effedual aflif> 
tance in caft), provifions, and ftores, after dou- 
bling our inveftment for many years, that debt 
which, when Mr. Haftings came to the chair, 
was above one hundred and twenty lacks, was 
on the 1 5th of December laft only fixty-fix lacks 
of current rupees, and we had eighty-eight lacks 
of goods in the Company’s ware-houfes. 

I have already ftated my reafons for fuppefing 
that we are now at peace with the Mahrattas. 
An accommodation with Hydcr Ally, or his in- 
tire overthrow muft foon follow. When 
thefe events have taken place, our military 
eftabliihment may be confiderably reduced ; 
the Prefidency of Bombay muft fupport its ex- 
pences from the revenues arifing from their late 
acquifitions. The Carnatic cannot recover itfelf 
for many years. Before its invafioathe country 

this 
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was alaiflft rttioedr ^ eitt Nabob either 

ed, or piecaidefi to wtBt» moaej for his |m?aif 

expeac^ 

The Government of Bengal muft fupply Bom* 
bay and Madras with ca£b« as it has conBantiy 
done, if their own refources are inadequate to 
their dilburfements. And from the revenues of 
Bengal mud the intereft of their bond*debts be 
paid. This I contend can eafily be done if fome 
care is taken to prevent Bengal from being un* 
necelTarily drained of its fpecie, and tf foreign 
trade is properly encouraged. To effeft thefe 
points the Court of Dirc&ors muft fix upon fome 
equitable mode, by which the private fortunes 
of their fervants can be remitted to England. 
At prefent they are under an abfolute neccffity 
either of fending their fortunes home in calh, 
which is ruinous to Bengal ; or of lending their 
money to foreigners, by which means the Com- 
pany’s Tales in England muft be eftenrially in- 
jured. 

If foreigners Ihould once be under the ne- 
cefiity of bringing bullion to Bengal to purchafe 
cargoes, fuch a flow of treafure to our exhaufted 
provinces would amply oompenfate for a trifling 
diminudon of the public fales in England ; and 
if the Company’s fervants are reftrifted from 
lending money to foreigners, they mull -either 
bring bullion to Bengal, or relinquilh the trade 
altogether, I can fay from my o\\ n knowledge, 
O that 
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fcrvants flippy thom with drfir. But aii 
equitable mo^e of remittance, once fixed by thft 
Direilors, dirmiflion from the fervice fliould be 
the puniftiment of any man who Ihould lend 
money to foreigners or to foreign companies. 
Perhaps the Court of Direftors do not know 
the ex'ent to which this trade is now carried on. 
Four Portuguefe fhips have failed from Bengal 
this year. I came to Lifbon in one of them. 
Her cargo was valued at five lacks of rupees. 
The others were ftill more valuable. Some of 
thefe fhips were taken up in India, the captains 
and owners borrowed as much money as they 
wanted to purchafe both Ihips and cargoes, on 
the following terras ; The lenders to rccci\e i .» 
per cent, interefl:, and two ihillings for eac h cur- 
lent rupee at Lilbon three months after the ar- 
5iVal of the Ihlp. Prejudicial as this trade may 
appear to the Direflors, it is not half fo ruinous 
to Bengal as the remittance of fortunes in filver 
would be. The Dutch and Dani/h Companies, 
as well as individuals of both nations, have bor- 
rowed large fums laft year, and rhe feafon pre- 
ceding, upon the terms above mentioned. 

The trade to Suez, fhould if poffible, be a- 
^in opened ; it is advarrageous to Bengal itr 
every point of view, and can never interfere 
with the Company*3 fales in England. Mr, 
Hafbngs deferves the bigheft credit for his en- 
couragement 
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to cftal^ltlh |t regulat $:!>mmunicatiun with our 
native country by this foote. We owe the ear- 
ly capture of Pondicherry entirely to it. 

I own I depart from the line of my profef- 
fion when I prefutne to hazard opinions upon 
commercial fubjcfls, but as I have been fifteen 
years ip Pengai, and have not been an uncon- 
cerned fi)cAatGf of the various changes which 
have happened in that time, I may be excufed 
for declaring my fentiments upon a fubjeft of 
fuch importance. 

Arts, agiiculture, and commerce, have great- 
ly increafed fince my firft arrival in India. The 
riches of Bengal are its manufaftures. For them 
there will always be a market, and while vee in- 
cieafe in population w'e muft incrcafc our ma- 
nufaftures. Mr. Hafiings, it mull be recollec- 
ted, fucceeded to the government at a mofi un- 
favou^ble period. The lofs by the dreadful fa- 
^tttine ^ 1 770, has been efiimfited at four pil- 
lions of people ; and from my own obfervations 
in various parts of Bengal I do pot think this an 
exaggerated account. 

Hoyvever I may be be miftaken when I fpeak 
of trpde, I will venture to affirm, that our &{* 
fairs in Bengal are much more alarming in ap- 
pearance than in reality. 

Let us loppofe that by the time the war in 
India is at an end, and a general peace has been 

O a efia- 
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d^abliihed in Europe, llw Bond-debt in Btngd 
nmounts to aoo lacks of rupees. This t$ not fo 
large a funi as wsa in faid: owing when Mr, Haf* 
tings came to the chair. The bond-debt was 
ibni 1 20, and the Diredors had been drawn upon 
for above lOo lacks of rupees only the feafon be- 
fore ; I hope it will be ftcolleded that this great 
debt was contraded in times of the mo^ prtfmnd 
peace; and the greatell part of it even before the 
famine. Dreadful as was that calamity its ef- 
feds were more feverely felt after Mr. Haftings's 
acceffion to the Government than at the time it 
happened. It is a fad that the colledions in the 
year of the famine, and the year after, were 
higher than in either of the two preceding ones. 

The intereftof 2oo lacks of rupees will be i6 
lacks a year. All our eltabliihments upon a 
peace will be confiderably reduced ; and if the 
Governor - General is prtiperly fupported, the 
Government of Bengal will acquire a vigour, 
to the want of which, and not to die Mbdiratta 
war, we ow’e our prefent misfortunes. 

To psy the intereft of this debt let us examine 
our funds, and compare them with thofe of 1772* 
I will fuppofe the adual colledions from Ben* 
gal, Bahar, and Orixa, to be only what they 
W'cre at that period. 

The favings under the diflerent heads cS tri- 
bute to the King, (Upends to the Nabob, his 
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of wpees a year. 

The Vizter pays 70 keM of rupees annualiy 
towards our mllitaiy ezpences. 

We ftall receive annually from CheytSing24 
lacks of rupees. 

When our dominions and our influence, at 
leaft an influence advantageous to the Compa- 
ny, w'ere bounded by the banks of the Carum- 
nafla, our military ezpences were 103 lacks of 
rupees a year. 

Our connexion with Oude, now fo profitable, 
was a mofl: diladvantageous one before Mr. HaT* 
tings arrived in Bengal. To the Company it 
was ruinous, although it anfwercd the interefted 
purpofes of certain individuals perfectly well. 

Can one good reafun be given for the very 
curious deputation to Sujah Dowla, in 1768^ 
againft the opinion of Mr. Verelft, at that time 
the Gdvernor of Benpl, or for keeping the third 
brigade at Allahabad until the middle of the 
year 1769 at the Company*s expence. 

The tranfaftions of that period are worthy 
the public attention-**! may enlarge upon them 
hentafter. 

At a peace out military expezrees can and will 
be reduced xo no lacks of rupees a year. 

The interefl 0/ our debt, fuppoflng it 200 
lacksi will be 16 lacks a year. 


When 
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, ?i(f r. IJaftings canje to tbc Goyen^e^j 

Company owed 'f6mething mor? than 1^9 
Jacks. 

Upon comparing the iiccounts of 1771, ao^ji 
they ^e appiioabie to a former peric^, with 
thoie at a fo much wifhed for peac^, the bac 
Jancc will be 133 lacks a yew in favour of the 
Company, as appears the following 
paent. 

^XFENCES ia tnr. 

Rupees, 

Military, - - r • t 105 

Intereft of bond-debt, - - ip 

Faid in tribute, ftipends, &c. buti 
retrenched by Mr, Haftings, J ^ 

Total, 165 

EXPENCES at a peace. 


Military, - - - - 

IIP 

^ntereli: qf debt, v 

16 

Total, 

126 

Credit in favour of the Company, 

* 

DifTereuce of Dilburfements, • - 

39 

•Paid by the Vizier, - - ^ 

70 

By the Raja of Benares, 

24 


Total, 133 

^bilQ 



coilhriercej ard 
id Iknga ; wtlile the natives con- 
tinue liappy ow Government, and attach- 
ed to it ai the great body of the people are* while 
population increafes, as it has done the laft fe- 
ven years, Bengal muft be a moft valuable 
country tb Great-Britain 5 but it can only yield 
its tribute by the incrcafe of the annual inveft- 
jnent. 

Mr. Haftings has been very feverely charged 
with difobedience of orders — Upon this fubjeft 
I muft add a few words. I do not mean to juf- 
tify the Governor-General’s conduft by plead- 
ing precedent for it, yet I am reduced to the 
difigreeable neceffity of contrafting it with the 
condud of his predcceffors in power in Bengal. 

I affirm that it had long been reported, Mr. 
Haftings was to be difmifled the fervice, that 
Mr, Francis was to fucceed him ; and the re- 
inftatetaent of Meflrs. Briftow, Fowke, and 
Mahomed Reza Cawn were connedted with Mr. 
Francis’s acetffion to the Government. This 
report, circulated for months throughout Indof- 
tan, obliged Mr. Haftings to adopt meafures 
which were by no means agreeable to the natu- 
ral humanity of his temper, or to that regard 
to the juft claims of individuals which he is 
know n to pofltls. He affigned his reafons to 
the Diredtuis for keeping them out of office, 
and if they were not approved, he of courle ex- 

• pedkd 
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pe£ted to be dlimHM from the tS» 

thole who ferved in In^ t appeal, whether it 
is not abiblutely neceflary to firengthen the hands 
of Government by every poffible means, and to 
imprefs the natives with an idea of its lability ; 
That the reinftatement of Mr. Briftow, Mn 
Fowke, and Mahomed Re£a Cawn, would 
have had a contrary effed i& univerfally known. 

When General Richard Smith was Command- 
er in Chief of the Company*s forces in Bengal, 
and third member of the Secret Committee and 
the Council, he wrote the following letter to 
the Secret Committee, 24th November 1767, 
and forced Mr. Verelft to do an ad of greater 
fcverity than Mr. Haftings wa? ever guilty of 
in the whole courfe of his political life. I mull 
affirm here, that the Eall-India Company was 
faddled with the expence of an eilabliihment of 
a Supreme Court of Judicature, in confequcnce 
of the difculiions which this famous letter pro- 
duced. 

“ The nature of the intelligence tranfmit- 
** ted from Calcutta to Sujah Dowlah is with- 
** out limits. The Nabob is almoft as well 
** acquainted with the Parliamentary proceed- 
** ings as 1 am ; how far the importance and 
** dignity of the Company, and the weight and 
** influence of adminlflration is leifened in his 
“ efteem by fuch communication may be eafi- 
** ly conceived. Whilft a Vackcel is fo ready 
4 and 
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** and fo fure & channel to communicate in- 
** telligence, few men will be found fo hardy 
« as to maintain a dire^ correfpondence with 
** the Nabob, but there is a man who has 
“ obliquely offered fo great an infult to car 
“ hefidenti that was I prefcnt at the 
“ Board, I would move for the exertion of 
our authority to its utmoft extent to free 
“ the fettlement from fo dangerous an 
“ inhabitant ; I mean Mr. Bolts ; and 
“ the inclofed coj»y of a letter to Mr. Zen- 
“ til, where he alferts an abfolute taHhood, 
“ which tends to leffen that ejfential dignity 
** and neceJUary influence of our Prefldent, is 
“ furely deferving of your levereft refentment.” 

I approve highly of General Richard 
Smith’s arguments ; if he had known how tj!>e 
ojfenttal dignity and necejfary influence of Mr. 
HaflingSy would have been affcdted by carry- 
ing theDireftor’s orders into execution refpcdting 
Mr. Briftow, he would upon his own prin- 
ciples have concurred in the difobedience of 
them, had he been a member of the Supreme 
Council in December, 1779. 

Three poor Armenians, the trading agents 
of Mr. Bolts, a keen trader himfelf, who per- 
haps wanted to come in for fome ftiare of 
the plunder of Oude and Benares, were after- 
wards feized, and treated with too much ri- 
gour, Moft men of Bengal attributed Gene- 
. P ral 
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ral Smith's conduft to private motives. It is 
llriflly joftifiablc upon public grouunds j how- 
ever I mull add in this place, and I can 
prove it, that our conneftion with Sujah, 
Dowlah at that time was ruinous to the Eail- 
India Company, in as great a degree as it 
was advantageous to a few individuals in 
poA’er. 

The Dircdlors moll politive orders have been 
repeatedly difobeyed or evaded during my re- 
fidence in Bengal. Two ’very particular in- 
ftances I will now mention. 

As foon as the Court of Diredors were 
informed of the pernicious fait monopoly, 
they fent politive orders to Bengal to abolilh 
it immediately on the receipt of their letter. 
In defiance of this order, the monopoly was 
continued almofl two years longer, and the 
profits arifiiig from It were divided amongfl 
the members of the council, General Richard 
Smith (Commander in Chief at that time.) and 
the principal civil and military fervants in Ben- 
gal. 

TheDircdlorshad pofitively prohibited their 
fervants in Bengal from drawing upon them ex- 
cept for a certain amount, and a rate of ex- 
change much more favourable than the pre- 
fent. Yet by a rcfolution of the council, in 
Odlober, 1769, bills were drawn upon them at 
a very unfavourable exchange for the Company, 

to 
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to the amount of one million and fixty chou- 
faod poundi fterling. I affirm that three-fourths 
of the money paid into the treafury in Cal- 
cutta might have been borrowed upon bond 
until the Diredors pleafurc was known. 

Let thefe inftanccs of difobedience be com- 
pared by my fellow proprietors and the public, 
with the charges brought againft Mr, Haf- 
tiags. 

1 will here quote General Richard Smith’s 
fentiments upon the fubjeftof difobedience of 
orders. 

In his minute of the 25th of September, 

' fjigy when he propofed opening the Com- 
pany’s treafury, and granting bills upon the 
Diredtors, he fays, “ Although the Court of 
** Direftors orders are ftrong in prohibition, 
yet I think we ffiall be fully warranted to 
“ deviate from thofc orders, and I do not 
” think I fliould perform ' «»^duty to the 
** Company as a member of their adminilira- 
“ tion, if I did not enter this my opinion 
upon the public records.” 

Upon another occafion, 24th November, 
1767, General Richard Smith writes to the 
Secret Committee, whofc orders he was bound 
to obey in the fame degree as Mr. Hadings is 
thofe of the Dir^ors. “ My zeal for the 
“ welfare of the date I ferve would, on oc- 
cafiops of great emergency, induce me not 
Pa ** only 
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* only to Ha^.ard my commtffion, but cviti 
“ fubjed my life and honour to the fentence 
“ of a general court-martial, rather than the 
“ public fervice (hould fufFer by delay. Whcn- 
ever I ad (cntrary to their orders, it is not 
** that 1 entertain the meft diftant idea of 
** difobedience or independence, but from a con- 
” vidtion that at this diftance from the Preji- 
** dency, tbeii orders and- the welfare of the 
“ fiate may happen, they have happened to be in- 
** compatible, and whenever I take upon me to 
** deviate from their orders, it is not from inde- 
** pendent authority 1 prefume, becaufe I known 
I am totally refponfible to them foi fucb a 
** deviation.” 

This is the language of a fenfible man. It 
is manly language. It is the language of Mr. 
Haftings ; but in the Governor-General’s cafe, 
the afguments operate with ten-fold force 
vyhen we confider the fituations of Mr. Haf- 
tings and General Richard Smith ; the for- 
mer could only receive anfwers from his 
fuperiors in fifteen or eighteen months, the lat- 
ter in as many days, 

1 will now mention a few efifential points 
in which Mr. Haftings pointedly obeyed the 
orders of the Diredors. He employed Nund- 
comar by their orders. 

He reduced the Nabob’s ftipend from thirty- 
two to fixteen lacks of rupees. He aboliihed 

nominal 



( *09 ) 

nominal pcnfions to a large amount. He fuf- 
pended Mahomed Ruza Cawti from hii 
office; he brought him to a trial before the 
Council for his former conduft ; and to the 
juftice, the impartiality, and the attention of 
Mr. Haftings, Mahomed Ruza Cawn has al- 
\(’ays declared, he was indebted for his life, 
which the villany of Nundcomar would have 
deprived him of. In November, 1773, Mr, 
Haftingi received the thanks of the Direftors 
for his great attention to their orders, and for 
his other eminent fervices. 

Soon after the majority of the Supreme 
Council arrived in Bengal, they aflerted that Mr. 
Haftings had made 40 lacks of rupees, or 
400,0001. from the Revenues of Bengal in lefs 
than three years. The defpicable charafler of 
the man on whofe Information this declaration 
was grounded, the well known moderation 
of Mr. Haftings, his aftive and vigorous ad- 
miniftration, the ftate of his private fortune at 
that time or at prefent, which any man may 
know that choofes to inquire, are folid proofs 
of the falfity and the folly of this affertion. 
Are the great fervants of the Company who pre- 
ceded Mr. Haftings in high ftations, although 
not in the chair, willing to put their inte- 
grity to this left ; will they declare the amount 
of their private fortunes ? 


I 
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1 do affirm, that if public and repeatedly 
aflerted declarations have any weight, the 
amount of the private fortunes of three gen- 
tlemen of high Aation, who left Bengal in the 
courfeof the year 1769, or in January, 1770, 
equalled the amount of all the private for- 
tunes that have been accumulated during Mr. 
Haftings’s government of ten years from the 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, by the 
civil and military fervants of the Company. 

If we were to judge from vague reports, 
what charafter could be flieltered from calum- 
ny. I can recolledt perfeftly well, that in the 
years 1768 and 1769, it was univerfally faid 
in Bengal, that a mint was eftablilhed at Al- 
lahabad} that the good Rupees, which werefo 
abfurdly fent from Beqgal and Bahar to that 
place were all recoined into bafe rupees, cal- 
led A^iziery ; that our troops fuftained a very 
heavy lofs by being obliged to receive their 
pay in this bafe money. That twenty-fix 
lacks of ficca rupees were annually fent from 
Bengal for the payment of the king’s tribute, 
but that his Majefty actually received it in 
viziery rupees; and that a very confiderable 
lhare of the profits arifing from this coinage, 
which was faid to be unauthorized by the Go- 
vernor and Council, centered in the Comman- 
der in Chief, General Richard Smith. It does 
not however follow that this was the faft. 1 
have been long enough in India to know that 
3 men. 
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men, who are deprived ofthe means making money 
thcmfelvesj arc very apt to exaggerate when they 
ftate the advantages of their fuperiors. It is 
very poITible to inveftigate this matter tho- 
roughly, and I muft obferve, that Mr. Haf- 
tings has been accufed of peculation upon much 
more Qender ground. 

Upon the fubjeft of prefents received, which 
was one of the modes by which Mr. Haftings 
was accufed of having made the enormous fum 
of 400,000!. I fhall make but one obferva- 
tion ; That, upon a reference to the Governor- 
General’s Durbar charges, >t will be found he 
has brought to the Company’s credit the fums 
which he received, and has drawn the amount 
of the prefents he made from the treafury. This 
rule was obferved, I believe, by liis predecef- 
fors. In the Confulcations of the 8 th of De* 
cember, 1769, and fince printed in the Reports 
of the Secret Committee of 1773, I find, that 
General Richard Smith made the Mogul, Shaw 
Allum, a prefent to the amount of 2000 1 . fter- 
ling, when his Majtfiy honour td btm wUh^'a 
njifit to Sujah Dowlab, Bulwant Sing, and a 
ftring of et cetcras. Prefents, for which he re- 
ceived from the Company one lack twenty- 
four thoufand fix hundred and fix Souaut 
rupees, or 1 6,000 1. fterling. 1 do not fee 
the prefents which be received in return 
brought to account ; but if the invariable cuf- 
tom and ufage of the epuntry at that time to 

men 
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men of high rank and ftation was difpenfed 
wiih, out of delicacy to his feelings, and he re- 
ceived no prefents from the King, Suja Dowlah, 
&c. his liberality was a very unnccelTary wafte of 
the public money. 

The execution of Nundcomar has been again 
brought forward. The ingenious Engltjh writer 
of A Letter from Calcutta has, without any 
foundation, quoted the moft refpeftable autho- 
rity for calling his death a murder. My obfer- 
vations upon it will be very ftiort, 

Nundcomar was employed by Mr. Haftings 
on his firft arrival in Bengal at the exprefs defire 
of the Court of Diredors. Mr. Haftings's 
choice of the man excited very general furprife, 
as the caufe was not known. Nundcomar’s 
villainy was deteded in the affair of Mahomed 
Ruza Cawn, and Mr. Haffings ceafed to employ 
him. On the arrival of the Supreme Council 
he gave in the curious information which I have 
already mentioned. It is remarkable, that when 
Lord Clive and the Secret Committee of 1765, 
w^c invefted with inquilitorial powers, Nund- 
comar gave in an information againft Mr. 
John Johnftone and other fervants of the Com- 
pany, limilar to that which he afterwards gave 
in againft Mr. Haftings, and upon a full enquiry, 
the information was found to be void of the 
i^lleft ttfaematten. Mr. Haftings commenced a 
profecution againft him. The majority and Mr. 
Jofeph Fowke vifited him ia confinement ; an 

attention 



( “3 ) 

attentloli which, of courie, attradicd the.Aotict 
of every man in Indoftan, and induced Nund- 
comar to fuppofe that he ihould be protected at 
all events by the Supreme Council. 

I now come to the forgery. In 1761 a Gcn- 
too was condemned to be hanged for this crime. 
The fcntence was rcfpitcd ; and his Majefty 
was pleafed to pardon the criminal but I be- 
lieve it was underftood that the royal mercy 
would never again be extended to a fiinilar of- 
fender. Be that as it may, Nundcomar, when 
he committed a forgery m^ny years after this pe- 
riod, accompanied with the moft aggravating 
circomftances, well knew the confequence if he 
Ihould be detefted. A lawyer, in 1772, was 
faid, and truly, I believe, to have received ten 
thoufand rupees for fupprefling his knowledge of 
the alFair. Nundcomar Was well acquainted 
with the nature of our laws. He had a hundred 
caules before the Mayor’s Court at different 
times. Before his profecotur complained, he 
offered to fettle the affair for fifty thouland ru- 
pees. He repeated the offer after Nundcoma# 
was in jail. Was Nundcomar’s refiafal fuppofed 
to be the refuk of confeious innocence ? Was there 
a man in Bengal qoeflioncd the fairnefs of his 
trial, or the charaders of the jurymen who found 
him guilty ? Was he not univcrfally deemed the 
moft unprincipled of all the intriguing natives 
of Bengal ? I am not an advocate foi the judges^ 
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bur, as a moft illiberal and unjuft motive 
been afligned for their conduct, their defire td 
foreen Mr. Hiftings from the cfie£b^ 6f his in- 
fonnatiort, 1 muft aflert, and I do it in the ihoft 
folemn manner, that Mr. Haftings was not con- 
cerned either direftly or indireftly in the appre- 
!ienfion,the tiial, or the execmion,of Mundco- 
tnar. 

The judges might have relpited the execution 
cif the fentcncej I wifh with all my heart they 
had ; but fomething may be urged in their fa- 
vour upon this liead. It was the firft grand 
caufc that came before them, I was at Bcrham- 
pore, about lOO miles from Calcutta, at the 
Vme of Nundconiar’s trial and execution. It 
was the common fiibjcft of converfation amongft 
men of all ranks. I have heard the fentiments of 
fcveral natives, then, and fince, upon it. At the 
lime, they very gencully obferved that Nund- 
comar, though he was undoubtedly guilty, was 
too rich a man to be hanged j and fince his 
death, it was was faid he depended upon the in- 
iprfcrence of the Supreme Council, or he would 
have compromifed the affair before his trial. 
Might not the judges be fuppofed to have afted 
as they did, from a defire to imprefs the natives 
ivith an idea of the juftice and the impartiality of 
die Supreme Court ? Would not the fame fee 
Iff men, who think Mr Haftings capable of fo 
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TiUaiflOus an ^fbion as influencing the judges of 
the Supreme ^Court of Judicature, or thofe 
judges of being influenced upon fuch an occs' 
flon ; would they not have concluded that Nund-^ 
comar, if his execution had been refpited, had 
obtained that favour by improper means ? 

In this review of the tranfadtions in Bengal I 
have avoided as much as poflible every expreflUon 
which may be fuppofed to convey a peribnal re> 
fledlion. It is from necefilty, not from inclination, 
that I have been obliged to contrail his condudb 
with any man’s. However ftrongthe provocation 
may have been, Mr. Bailings has upon all occa- 
ftons attended folely to his own juftification. It 
has been the fate of the Governor-General, whofc 
liberality of fentiment can only be erjualled by 
his moderation, or rather by bis contempt o( mo- 
ney, to be engaged in a perpetual courfc of party 
contention, No man could lefs merit fuch a fare. 
With integrity that has defended him againfh 
the moil tempting oifers of private advantage, 
with abilities and application that have furmount- 
ed the greateil difficulties, he has been reduced 
to the painful neceffity of defending himfelf from 
the extraordinary charges of private rapacity, 
and a want of zeal for the intereft of his employ- 
ers. To the firil I Ihall only obftrve, that he 
h^s now been almoit ten years at the head of the 
^miniilration in Bengal, a period much more 
O 4 than 
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than rufficlent to anfwer the private views of any 
man, if to accumulate money was his objefl:. 
To thi lafl;, 1 ihatl oppofe the very Souriihing 
ftate in which the Supreme Council found Ben*- 
gal, and in which it continued, until foreign 
wars ; and what is ftill worfe, a continued oppo* 
tion to the Governor-General cxhauftcd our trea- 
fury, and diminifticd or almoft annihilated the 
necclTary power of Government, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T H E arrival of the Belmont enables me 
to carry on this review to the 31ft 
of May laft. 

The Nizam remained inaftive. In the latter 
end of April he expreffed his wilhes to join us 
in an alliance againft Hyder Ally Cawn, On 
this Account Mr. Hollond remained at Hyni- 
cabad, although he had intended to quit it on 
account of his health. The Nizam’s conduct 
is politic. Hyder afpired to the fubalhip of the 
Decan, and had applied to the King for fun- 
ruds, through Nuzeph Cawn. 

The engagement with the Raja of Berar pro- 
mifes to be followed with the moft important 
and beneficial effedls. Colonel Fearfe, in his 
march through Cuttac, received every afliftance 
he Hood in need of from the Naib of that 
province, and his camp was amply fupplied 
with provifions. It is fuppofed he would be 
joined at Ellore by 2000 of the Berar borfc; 
the remainder of that army was on its return 
to .Naigpoore, except that part of it which was 
to aft in conjunction with our forces againft 

Quramundeia 
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Guramundela. It is impoffible to detail the 
negociatioQ Mrbi^h btou|^t on this agree* 
ment, but tt refleda great honour upon Mr. 
pafttngs. Mr. Wheler, who entirely concurred 
in opinion with him^ andMr. Anderfoni through 
whofe agency it was concluded. No chout^ 
as has been reprefcpted, was either given oy 
promifedj and our fuperiority appeared through 
the whole courfe of the negociation. 

On the fame day, the ad of April, an agrees 
ment was figned between the ambalTador of the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Supreme Coundl on 
the part of the Company. By this agreement the 
whole revenues of the Carnatic are appropriated 
for the fervice of the war. Credit being given 
to the Nabob’s creditors for the adual collec- 
tions from thofe diftrids which had been prc- 
vioufly afligned to them. The utility of this 
agreement will forcibly flrikc every impartial 
perfon. 

Lieutenant Colonel Camac’s night attack on 
the camp of Madjec Sindia was attended with 
very favourable confequences. Many of the 
chiefs who were compelled to join him had 
come over to us ; and an overture for a pacifi- 
cation had fecretly been made by Sindia himfelf. 
His army was difperfed, except about 7000 horfe 
under Ambajee Punt, which were furprized and 
totally defeated by Captain Bruce, the ofiicer 
who had fo great a (hare in taking the fortreft 
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GuaVicr. iTlide and the alliance 

wth Moodajee Booila^p^ tis the faireft hopes 
oC a fpeedy acoomoAu^on with the Marattas, 
and their jun&ion with us againft Hyder Ally 
Cawn ; events which Mr. Hallings moft anxu 
oufly wiihes to accomplilb. 

Provincial courts of judice had been eda- 
blifhed, agreeably to the Governor General’s 
plan, and a controul vetted in the chief Juttice. 
The Company and the natives, after fix months 
experience, have fenttbly felt the good elfeAs of 
this r<;gulation. To the former it is a very con*- 
fidcrahle faving ; to the latter it has infured an 
impartial and not an expenfive diftribution of 
juttice. 

The former mode of collefiing the revenues 
has been abolifhed. An increafc of 39 lacks or 
or 390,0001. is expefted from this r^ulation ; 
which is Mr. Haftings’s plan, formed in 1773, 
and the propriety of it confirmed by eight years 
experience of the former defedive fyftem. 

The revenue from fait will be 30 lacks of 
rupees or 300,000!. tterling this year. The 
gentleman Mr. Hattings has placed at the head 
of this buttnefs, whofe abilities and integrity 
have never been exceeded in Bengal, has made 
this declaration, and the authority is incontetti- 
ble ; fo that the additional refources from the 
revenues of Bengal may fairly be ettimated 
for this year at 690,000!. 

The 
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The caigb of is Valu^ ^ 

lacks or i^lJpOoi ^HM; tSie'MujtA 
Which was to BcqgaV 

lacks or i45,oobl. on'bbar^ ; aVd there reraaihed 
ill the Company’s wSrehotifts in Bcn|(al, goocU 
to the amount of 59 lacks or 590,000!. 

Theinveftment for 1781-2 is fixed at 90 lacks 
or 900,0001. and was providing when the Bel- 
mont failed j fo that for the fliips of this Ik- 
fon, there will be goods to the amoun/^w 
one million, fix hundred thoufand pounds in 
Bengal. 

The Company’s difpatches by the Belmont 
will prove what exertions the government of 
Bengal is capable of when unanimity reigns 
in its councils. 

On the 6th of July Sir Eyre Coote gained a 
decifivc vidory over the army of Hyder Ally 
Cawn. In four days after the aftion Colonel 
Pearfe’s detachment, confifting of 7000 fepoys, 
100 European artillery, zo pieces of canon, 100 
difciplined cavalry, and 2000 Berar horfe, would 
join S« Eyre Coote i. General Meadows, with 
3000 Europeans, might be eippdled to arrive 
at Madras in September; fo that we have 
every reafon to believe that our next difpatches ’ 
Will be of the moft favourable nature, bptJk 
from Bengal, and Fort St, George. 


T B £ END. 
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A 


LETTER, &c. 


Right Hokourable Sir, 


Wh ILE the iron claw of minifterial en* 


croachment is ftrctched out over the delegated 
powers, the chartered Rights, the very corpo- 
rate exiftence of all public bodies in this king- 
dom, while an univerfal alarm for the Jafety of 
our admirable Conjlitution, and for the ejfential 
JJierties of Buions fits pallid upon every counte- 
nance, and trembles upon every tongue, it is 
become my peculiar and unavoidable province to 
excite (if I can) a momentary attention to Jubor- 
dinaie concerns, to fet up a feparate pica of my 

B own, 


owiij on account of my imn^Iate principal ; and 
while the caufe of Mr. Haftings goes band in 
hand with that of the publiC) I cannot tamely 
fuffer the animadverfionS unmeritedly call: upon 
iim, to operate, (as it is meant they fhould,) to 
the annihilation of the £aft India Company, to 
the perpetuation of jffiur afcendaocy, and to the 
eftablilhment of corruption fy taw. It is ii|deed 
very extraordinary, that while all your Argu» 
ment in fupport of your prelent Bill is fo palpa- 
bly perfonal, fo pointedly harlh againil the Go- 
Ternor General of Bengal, you Ihould call re- 
peatedly upon the Houfe to leave the defence of 
Mr. Haftings out of the queftion. Nothing can 
exceed your Artifice, but the plaufibility by 
which it is mafked— You bring in a Bill for a 
Reform of the £aft India Company— In fupport 
of the ncccffity of that Reform, You adduce va- 
rious fpecific abufes faid to exift in India, and 
You charge thofc abufes feparatcly and colleftively 
to Mr. Haftings. You then infinuate fomething 
of corrupt infiuence acquired by that gentleman, 
even on a part of the Lcgifiaiure : and having 
with wonderful management engrafted the Com- 
pany’s difiiculties on i/j cooduft, You in the fame 

breath 



tnath difclaim all intentions towards Im : 
You inQft that oppofition Ihould gmraltie the 
whole of its reply : You would banifli even the 
name of Haftings from the other fide of the 
Houfe, and after pronouncing your own harangue, 
You would arbitrarily didare the meafure and 
the terms of the anfwer. 

In faft, therefore, bccaufe gentlemen are un- 
willing to lie under the obloquy (however unjuft) 
of intriguing in favour of a man, whom You pro- 
fefs not to attack, (even while you are ftabbing 
him to the heart) ail the principal topics of this 
grand queftion muft neceifarily pafs untouched. 
Even the public prints are inftrudted to Hile all 
the virtuous members, who from any caufe what- 
ever oppofe your bill, " The partizans of Mr. 
Haftings:” when it is obvious, that the line of 
your attack is and muft be the clue to their re- 
tort ; when it is moft notorious, that nothing but 

\ 

the impollibiiity of throwing any light upon the 
fubjeft, as jiated hy ToUy without a reference to 
the meafures of Mr. Haftings’s adminiftration, 
could have overpowered their reludtance to ad- 
mit any perfonalitics whatfoever in a debate of 
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Alch general} of fuch national importance. But 
that which in every other man in the kingdom 
might be raifrcprefcnted a$ proceeding from par- 
tial or impioper motiveS} and which, if it could 
not be proved corrupt^ would at leaft be branded 
as ojicious, is in me the plain fimple outline of 
duty to my employer, the immediate funftion of 
my appointment. I am not fit, Sir, to cope with 
Your talents : and it is in full fenfe of my own in- 
lignificance that I venture my appeal to the public 
againft a Minlfter of State. 

But as the whole fcope of your rcafoning turns 
equally upon two points, the pecuniary diftrefs of 
the Company at home, and the inftant calamities 
arifing from the mifconduft of Mr. Haftings 
abroad, I know not why in one cafe the Com- 
pany’s property lliould be under-rated or frittered 
away at your pleafure, to exhibit an artificial 
bankruptcy i nor in the other, why a manifeft 
mis-ftatement of our political fituation in India 
Ihould be at all events admitted, becaufe an im- 
partial and more comfortable account would ne- 
ceflarily include fome portion of Mr. Haftings’s 
merits. I have avovted myfelf, Sir, as Mr. 

Haflingsli 
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Haftings*s poUucal agent : but it is not only in 
that capacity that I have now the honour to ad* 
drcfs you*, I am alfo a Troprtetor of India ftock: 
My property, my bread is involved in the confe- 
quences of your bill, together with that of many 
hundreds; My privileges, as holden under a 
royal charter, my rights, as fandlioned by the 
faith of Parliament, are attacked in common 
with thofe of every member of every corporation 
in England. I examine your bill not with the 
calm criticifm of a fpeculative reafoner, not with the 
djfpalfionate eye of an unconcerned ipeftator, but 
with the breathlefs curiofityof home-felt alarm, but 
with the trembling calculation of perfonal intereft. 
Would to God the contents of Your bill for veft- 
itig the affairs of the Eaft-lndia Company in the 
hands of certain Commiflioners had anfwered my 
expeSiations, and the Battering promifes of the 
title, in difclofing fomething that would be for the 
benefit of the Proprietors and the Public ! — But 
neither in the bill itJ'clf, nor in any of Your fptech.-s 
on the fubjeiff, have I been able to difcovcr a Tin- 
gle item from which I can promife to myfclf any 
benefit os a Proprietor :-^nOT indeed can I divine, 
how a forcible transfer of the whole concerns of 


a com- 



[ 6 J 

» commercial body from the hands of twenty>four 
Directors (moflly bred in commercial habits) to 
thofe of fcven CommiHloners (of whom the greater 
part moft certainly were never inftrufted in bufi- 
nefs at all) fhould ever have paflcd upon the pub- 
lic, as a probable mode of rendering thofe con- 
cerns more produdive. ^ 

Profit is the life of commerct •, and my flock is 
flaked upon the Company’s commerce. What is 
it to me, that the Company’s books be better 
kept, that the compting-houfe be more decently 
arranged, that the fhop-men be more ingenioufly 
diftributcd, by your new bill, and under your Com- 
miflioners, if its trade produce no additional gainf 
Had you pointed out new fources of wealth, new 
channels for commerce, new markets for our com- 
modities, you would have been dcfervedly hailed 
as the friend, as the faviour of the Company. But 
is there any thing like this in your Bill ? on the 
contrary, whenever the prefent fervants of the 
Company come forward with their eftimatcs fairly 
drawn up, and flate to the public the different 
objeds on wiiich they found their expedations of 
the Company’s future refponfibihty, and the vari- 
L ous 
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OQs articles, which while they form the credit fide 
of their account, comprehend their whole ' „>1 i.lti- 
fliate means of folvcncy — You with cmphaiK >1 in* 
duftry attempt to deny and invalidate them all^ 
You afFcft to prove, and you lay jcur whole 
fttefs on proving, that under every pofture of 
events the Company is and mufi ncceJfariJy be- 
come bankrupt for eight millions — yet you would 
flatter me with hopes of deriving benefit from the 
appointment of your Conomiflioners. If a bank- 
ruptcy mull enfue, I, as a creditor, do not mean 
to refign my right of becoming a truflee for ma- 
nagement and recovery of the bankrupts effefts. 
Men arc always mod quick-fighted in their own 
immediate concerns : and you may be affured that 
no ftockokler will riik fif he can help it) the lofi 
of his dock. It cannot pofilbly therefore be for 
the benefit of the Proprietors, that feven Com- 
miflioners fhould be appoir.ted to manage their 
concerns^ who (not poflefllng nor being bound to 
polTefs a farrhing of dock) would not lofe a finglc 
farthing by the Company’s ruin. But at the very 
moment in which you declare the Company to be 
bankrupt in eight millions, you would fetafidethat 
property which is dated on the credit-lide of its ac- 
count : as if a bankiupi’j edate could be accuratc- 
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ly exhibited, without a cotnpleat enumeratitmiof 
the feveral articles which compofe that eUatCb To 
roe, as a Proprietor, who on the Company's bank- 
ruptcy can only look to the reimburfement of my 
capital — it is perfe<^ly indiflferent whether the 
Company’s effefts be fold by auftion, or feized by 
your Cohlmiirioners — provided their true and 
intrinfic value be fairly brought to account : But 
it is a new refinement in commerce, that your, 
feven Bailiffs Ihould come exprefsly by aft of 
Parliament, “ immediately to enter in and upon^ and 
** to pojfejs tbemjelves of all lands and ienementSf 
boujest warebou/es, and other buildings whatever, 
of or belonging to the Jaid United Company/* 
and that the faid Company fhould not be per- 
mitted to charge the authentic valuation of thofe 
lands, &c. in accountcurrcnt with its own creditors. 
I repeat ir, that all the benefit which you offer me 
as a Proprietor, is the fallacious benefit of Parli- 
amentary fecurity for my dividend of 8 per cent. 
fallacious— if the Company’s affairs be 
not delpcrate, I am entitled to that dividend with* 
out your interference : and becaufe, if the Com- 
merce cannot afford to pay the dividend, I am 
one of the public who muff be affeffed my pro- 
portion 
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portion to make up die deficiency of my own 
dividend as « Proprietor. How then will your 
bill in any lighx ien^t the public ? By an appro- 
priation of the revenues of India to the national 
exigencies. But how will you render thofc reve- 
nues produdive here? You cannot remit them in 
fpecic : for that would impoverilh the Colonics an 
hundred-fold fatter than it ivould enrich this coun- 
try. You cannot import them through the me- 
dium of commerce, unlefs you find a new vent 
and increafed confumption for its commodities : 
which if the commercial fagacity of the prefent 
managers cannot difeover and turn to account, I 
mutt doubt if it be within the power of your po- 
litical penetration to fuggett ■, you can only fliifc 
it to your own — Friends. I am indeed utterly 
lott in tracing to fubttantial exiftence any one arti- 
cle by which you can hold out the profpeft of bote- 
Jit to the public. The items of the Company’s 
credit you in general depreciate ; Its houfes, warc- 
houfes, &c. you ttnke ott from the account ; the 
debts due from the Vizier of Qude, from the Na- 
bob of the Carnatic and the Rajah of Tanjore, 
you would incline to pay from our finking fund, 
rather than fuffer them to be gradually liquidated 

C oa 
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on the fpot } and all that can poffibly be deemed 
of advantage to the public, is the di^erenoe, be* 
tween 4,200,000!. Aerling lent to Government 
( as fterltng) by the Eaft- India Company, and the 
prefent value of the 3 per cents, wbich, this very 
bill has already tended to reduce. 

But bow much foever the puhlie might abHradt* 
edly be benefited by the new plan, it will mod af« 
fured be injured in a much greater degree by the 
blow thereby given to ail public credit. Char* 
ters, wbioh not long ago were held as the dronged 
ties upon the judice of the Legiilature, as the 
mod facred fecurity upon earth, arc now to be 
infringed — openly, avowedly, in the face of 
God and man, odentatioufly infringed. Former 
violations (which in truth and reafon exaggerate 
the crime) are triumphantly pleaded in defence of 
fubfequent violation. “Theadt of 1773 * 

violation of the charter, thofe of 1779 and 
1780 were equally foj” and the necclTity of 
the meafurc (of which neceffity neither the Cabif 
pet, nor the Parliament, nor the nation, could, 
perhaps, ever form a dteidve idea) was the war-, 
rant of its execution, 1 believe, however, that 

the 
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die prefent is l!he firft in^nce in which {opnhk* 
mtic a necfffity was ever produced in the Houfe 
of Commons as a periuafive for a breach of par- 
liamentary faith, and a previous abfolution of na- 
tional perfidy. Such was not the oftenfible doc- 
trine of oppofition to the India bills, formerly 
brought in by a noble Lord now high in office. 
Such political neceflity was never admitted by the 
itrenuous patriots of that day, as a valid apology 
for fuch turpitude i and none but themfelves could 
have fet up as precedents for their own conduft, 
thofe tyrannical and unjuftifiable mcafurcs, which 
themfelves had fo repeatedly and fo forcibly ex- 
pofed. 

Let me now, Sir, humbly requefl: your atten- 
tion to the cafe of Mr. Haftings: much has been 
faid, and much more inlinuatcd againfl: that gentle- 
man’s influence in the Houfe of Commons, as 
well as in the Court of Proprietors j and this in- 
Jtuence is attrihufed to mon^> The perfonal friends 
Mr. Haftings may have in cither place, are pro- 
portionate to the very llender opportunities he has 
ever enjoyed of cultivating fiicndftiips in his own 
country. Thole independent chara6bers who ho- 
C 2 nour 
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nour him as Governor General with their fuppoit, 
give it upon public grounds : and I am fure they 

need no| bluOi to avow their motives. Unintclli- 

✓ 

gib!c> Sir, as the language 1 am now about to 
ufe, may appear to you, I do not helitate to af* 
firm, that Mr. Haftings has a foul that would 
flartle at the very fuggeftion of fuch a fcandalous 
traffic, that would re-gorge at the naufeous influ- 
ence that could be put up to fate. 1 now pledge 
myfelf to take my oath (whenever called upon) 
at the bar of the Houfc, that Mr. Haflings has 
never, to my knowledge, expended one Ihilling, 
diredilyor indiredtly, in thepurchafe of any in- 
fluence at all} not even of a drop of ink^ but 
what 1 have paid for to the prejs : and that if it 
will tend to .undeceive the public with refpcA 
to the mode by which his charafter has been eflab- 
lilhed in this country, I am ready to deliver in 
upon oath to the Houfc of Commons, my accounts 
for every farthing difburfed by me, as his agent, 
and chargeable to his cflate, up to the prefent 
day. 1 will add, that being his political agent 
only, I am not encrufled with the receipt and dif- 
polal of his private property; but that the gentle- 
men whom he has appointed to execute that 

charge 



[ >3 ] 

charge (Sir Francis Sykes, Mr. Waller, and Mr. 
Woodman) are alfo prepared at any time to lay 
before the public, a full and accurate account 
current, of the whole fortune (in England) of 
their principal, with every article of expenditure^ 
fince the firlt inflant of their management. Mr. 
Haftings's fortune as much precludes him from 
the power, as his principles eftrange him front 
the wilh of recurring to fuch iniquitous means of 
fupport. It is the influence of meritorious fer- 
vices, operating on the public opinion, and no- 
thing elfet that has enabled him to withftand fo 
many parties, and fo many Minifters} an influ- 
ence, which as bribes did not colleft, you find it 
out of the power of bribery to difpel. 

In Your endeavours to eftablifh the necelTity of 
Your new Bill on the mifmanagement of the 
Company’s affairs in Afia, You have felcdcd a 
number of occurrences more or lefs connefted 
with the Governor General’s Adminiftration 5 
And by a happy confufion of dates, of clrcum- 
ftanees and 0^ pcrfjns, have at once thrown a 
very undeferved odium upon him, and drawn a 
moft unfair and difiorted piflure of the ftate of 

India. 
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India.— And here 1 cannot but feel wrkh double 
anxiety the mortifying difproportion of my pow- 
ers to the magnitude, to the celebrity of my fub- 
je& : and how ean I comprize an epitome of Mr. 
Haftings’s Government for twelve years, and n 
connected account of the prefent fituation of our 
iettlements— within the narrow boundaries of a 
few pages ? much more. Sir, how (hall I venture 
to ezhiUt in its native purity, that canvas whicb 
your mafterly colouring has fo efFe£tually dif- 
guifed ?— You will, I truft, pardon my prcfump- 
tion, for this effort of duty, and my incapacity, 
for the faintnefs of the fitetch I lhall produce. 

Mr. Haftings arrived in Bengal as Prefident 
and Governor of Fort William in 1772. His 
plan was that of peace, his fyftem was that of 
tsconomy, his views were thole of internal reform. 
On the inftant of his taking the chair, our Fron- 
tier Brigade was marching to aflilt the Vizier 
Sujah Dowlah at the very extremity of the Rohilla 
Country, on the requilition of Sir Robert Barker, 
then Commander in Chief, and without previous 
communication with the Prefidency. Mr. Haf- 
tings inftantly iffued orders for the return 6f the 

brigade 
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Brigade— ind the ^eateft part of it a^hially re* 
turned to its cantonments at Dinapore — Does this 
hrgue an inordinate thirft for conqueft, an unjufti> 
fiable ambition to extend our dominions ? Three 
battalionS) howevefj belonging to the brigade 
had pulhed forward with fuch rapidity as to ef« 
cape the countermanding order : they joined Sujah 
Dowla, and put a ftop to the incuriions of the 
Marattas. The march of the remainder of the 
brigade next feafon, the jundtion of the whole 
body with the Vizier, entitled him to forty lacs 
of rupees, which the Rohillas had bound them- 
leh es by treaty, under the guarantee of Sir Robert 
Barker, to pay the Vizier as the price of their tje- 
fencc. This very money was the caufc of the 
Rohilla war, which you have once again called 
up to condemnation. The Company’s Cora- 
Riander in Chief bad pledged bimfelf to the Vi-> 
zier for the performance of the treaty, and it was 
therefore vof mjuft that the Company's troops 
fliould enforce its articles. on thofc whom that very 
Commander in Chief bad ft} led in his letters to 
the Governor and Council The moft faitbltfs 
and treacherous of men.’* On this ftate of 
the cafe, it would hardly have been decent in 

Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings to with-hold the Cotnpany^s 
tki; but while he facrificed his own pacific 
iyflem to the fupport of that guarantee granted 
by Sir Robert Barker, he at the fame time 
cfientially confulted the interefis of his employers, 
by fiipulating that the Vizier fhould pay the whole 
tupence of the troops furniihed for his afiifiance : 
and thus removed the grand political objeftion to 
the employment of our forces on diftant fcrvice, 
while their fupport had been hitherto conftaotly 
remitted in fpecie, to the great impovenlhment of 
our own provinces. The Rohilla war, therefore, 
arofe from their I, each of that treaty of v,':ich 
we were guarantees } and the Rohillas, a tribe of 
Afghan Tartars, who had invaded, fubdued, and 
fettled in the province of Rohilcund not forty 
)'ears before, were forced to relinquilh their ill* 
gotten conquefts. The Gentu natives, the Abo- 
rigines of the country, continued in the peaceable 
exercife of agriculture and of their fevcral trades 
during that war, and continue there to this day. 
They w'crc before fubjefts to the Rohilla Chiefs, 
and they arc, now fubjc«ffs to the Nabob Vizier : 
and the one has at lead: as good a claim as the 
Others, But as the effeds of chat war have no 

longer 
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longer any influence upon the mafs of Indian 
politics, a mention of it was by no means necelT-. 
ary or pertinent in a detail of the prefent (late of 
India. And if it be true, that the principle of 
that war was condemned by the Court of Direc- 
tors and Proprietors in 1775, it is alfo true, that 
in 1)79 and 1780 Lord North, with this condem- 
nation before his eyes, twice propofed in Parlia- 
ment, the man to whom that war had been gene- 
rally (I will not add 711/?^^ imputed, for Governor 
General of Bengal — Mr. Haftmgs had been found 
fo able in other refpeiSts, fo ufeful a fcivant to the 
Company, fo meritorious a fubjeefi to the Crown, 
that the fingle demerit of the Rohilla war was of no 
weight in the oppofite fcale; a reference, therefore, 
to that war at this diftant period, can never imprefs 
the public with an opinion of your candour — can 
never influence, now that the fubjeft is fo remote ; 
can only be intended to ftifle cool argument, by 
an appeal to the paffions : an afFcftmg ptftuie of 
the calamities of any war, fince or before that of 
Troy, would have fcived juft as well. 


It is Mr. Ilaflings’s peculiar misfortune, that 
being moft zeuLLfly attached to the arts and to 
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the enjoyments of peace, he has been imder sn 
almoflr.conftant neccffity of engaging in involuo^ 
tary hoftihties. You loudly blame him for the 
Maratta war, and yet you know it originated at 
Bombay in 1776. You know that it was fuf- 
fpended, rather than concluded by the treaty of 
Poorunder, and that upon a difpafTionate revifion 
of the recrimination of each party, it may yet be 
doubted whether wc or the Marattas were the firft 
aggreflbrs in its renewal. But at all events you 
muft allow, that the treaty of Poorunder, in the 
loofe indefinite ftyle of its articles, contained the 
feeds of future difputej that the Prefidcncy of 
Bombay, the Governor General of Bengal, and 
the Court of Dircftors, equally reprobated its 
terms, and that the Company's fervants were in 
general encouraged to feize the firft decent plea 
for not abiding by it. After ail, it was incum- 
bent on Mr. Haftings to counteraft the intrigues 
of the French agents at Poonah. Pofuivc intel- 
ligence, and that from the higheft authority of 
.this country, alTured him, both of the exiftence 
and of the danger of thofe intrigues, and his ex- 
ertions on that occafion were no lefs approved by 
his Majefty’s Minifters, than by the Court of 

Direftors. 
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Dlreftors* But you now criminate the Governor 
General as author of the renewal of the hofiilities, 
for not confenting to the cefTion of Salfette in 
•779 » "Of to informed that Bom- 

bay derives its immediate fupport, its daily bread 
fiom that ifland, and that the Company were 
anxious to rilk almoft any thing, or every thing 
on that fide of India, for its acquifition. I repeat 
it again and again, Mr. Haftings was not the au- 
thor of that war, he was not the promoter of it ; 
iut be bos aa exclujive merit tn the Maratta ftate-, 
in that peace which, by his efforts, has been rati- 
fied upon honourable terms to the Company, 
when I would flake my cxiftcnce on the belief, 
that no other man could have procuied any peace 
at all : In that peace, which an apoflate to his 
duty in the Company’s fervice, an intcrefted con- 
vert to the principles of your new bill, has infidi- 
oufly aflerted to have been purchafed by the in- 
glorious facnfice of Broach, worth i6 lacks of 
rupees per annum. Let him cloak his iniquity, 
and palliate his mifreprefentations as he may, but I 
here tell him from the records at the Ind t houfe, 
that the territory of Broach produced, of nett 

D 2 


revenue, 


In 



t w ] 

In 1779, . — — ayojooo rupees 

In 1780, — — 240,000 

In — — 77,000 

and he knows that (jx-tcnchs of this fum was 
ceded to the Marattas, unexceptionable and by 
treaty^ and Scindia’s guarantee is furely more than 
a counterbalance for the red. 

You, Sir, have objcided to the Maratta treaty, 
on very different grounds — on grounds, which 
while I cannot acknowledge them to convey the 
fmalftll reflexion on Mr. HalHngs’s politics, at 
lead do not diferedit your underflanding nor im- 
peach your veracity; Your have objected to it, on 
the danger of its eventually provoking freJh hof- 
tilities with France, by the polfibiliiy of our 
junftion with the Pediwa in protraction of the 
war againd Tippo Saib on the fpiritof the n’nth 
article of the treaty. It was prudence, it was po- 
licy, it was ncccllity that dilated the terms of 
this article, and at any other moment you would 
■ have been the fird to applaud it. At the figning 
of the preliminaries, as hte as the ratilication of 
the definitive treaty with the Marattas, we were 
at wai equally with the French and with Tippoo 

Saib 
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Saib •— It was impoffible for Mr. Haftings to &m«- 
fee and provide for the articles of a peace 
fettled among the belligerent powers of Europe. 
We had an undoubted right of reprifals on the 
Myfore country for the devaftation caufed by Hy- 
der Aliy in the Carnatic— • we had a laudable mo- 
tive in diverting the attention and arms of the 
reftlefs Marattas to a new objed: we had a formi- 
dable French force to oppofe both by Tea and 
land. 1 will anfwer for the Governor Geoeral'a 
caution in avoiding all caufe of umbrage or offence 
to the French in India, from the inftant that peace 
(hall be promulgated between the two nations, 
and for his fteady compliance with every stipula- 
tion of the treaty. 

In your eff(.Tts to invalidate the debts of 
the Company as charged in the late eftimate 
to different powers in India, you have par- 
ticularly cnijrred on the conneiftion with the Na- 
bob Vizier of Oude : and, as ufual, you have at- 
tributed all the misfortunes which he appears to 
have incurred by that connection, to Mr. Haftings. 
To this debt, which i he Company ftaics at 730,000!. 

you 
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)rott at once decl«rc» jchat eternal oblinon ought eh 
be auncied, noiwithlboding the very laeefl; ad* 
Tica from Mr. Briftow give aflurances that the 
ivhole will be very fpeedily recovered. But per* 
haps you rely on the probability of this recovery 
having already taken place, and are therefore 
the more unguarded in adviling an unconditional 
releafe. The cruelties which you have fo pathe- 
tically painted (if Woodfall be corred) as being the 
neceflfary confequence of an attempt to recover the 
Company's debts in India are moH (Itamefully mis- 
dated and moll unvsarranubly exaggerated. The 
Continent of India, like the continent of Europe, 
comprehends many dilferent nations, in very differ- 
ent degrees of civilization : and in very few of them 
is to be found that regularity of police, or 
that reffnement of manners which is the cbarin 
of the wcf'tem world. The diffrifts m tbe co«ft 
$f Coromandel^ under the fway of thofe fub* 
ordinate Chiefs called Foligari, are inhabited 
by a particularly rude, brutal, and favage race—- 
and the very letter which you caufed to be read 
from Colonel Bonjour, inconiclUbly demon- 
ftrated it. 


But 
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SutfouftitfSir would Boc by your cxclamatiiii 
igunft exMRtoo, inlioaumtcy» and oppitflion, ta. 
finuate that all force is onjuftifiable in the leco* 
very of a juft debt: nor is the delertion of the 
peaftnis from an Indian village any j^oof of the 
eiercile of great cruelty or mmiftrous rapadiy. 
Some abftond, becaufe they find an occafiooat 
concealment left irkfome than a futhful dtfebarge 
of their engagements; feme becaufe they intt 
not be prefled to carry baggage— —>anil fome 
merely from an abhorrence of iotercouiie 
with ftrangers. Even in more flourl/hing doles 
of the empire, the march of the Mogul’s army 
through his own country never tailed to caufe 
a temporary depopulation. No revenue is ever 
doUe^ed in India without feme degree of 
forc^ and the whip is there at Icaft as ne* 
ceffsry an inftfunrtrat to the tax-gatherer as his 
iokhorn : 1 will add, that at no period, in no part 
of India, has fevericy been fe iparingly applied to 
the operations of finance, as in Bengal fince the 
period of the Company’a government. Biir you 
could not refift the temptation of a /cKfJr at the 
rerolution of Benares— \t Uut re^oluiian, which, 
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1^ it fiasds perfe^ly juftifiable on the grouse 
of propriety and expedienqrt is proved bey(^ 
the pc^bility of cavil to have originated with 
Cfaeyc Sing and not with Mr. Haftings — is proved 
to have commenced in madacre, and concluded 
in rebellion : — ^is proved to have been founded on 
lying pleas of poverty, and grofs inftances of dif> 
obedience. But on your principles the demands of 
the Company for all debts, however incurred, are at 
once to be cancelled. I believe indeed the race 
of creditors in general has but froall obligations to 
your juflice, or your compaffion — but I am afto- 
nilhed that you Ihould be fo ready to take the 
bars alTertion and incerefled ip/t dixit of the Vt. 
zier of Oudc, or the Rajah of Tanjore, or of 
any of the Company’s renters, on a plea of inca* 
pacity to pay their debts. I can difcover but two 
ckcumdanccf, w'hich can reafonably be fuppofed 
CO operate againft the claim-~£>/hrr that the charge 
is exorbitant, ufurious, ilhauthcnticaied, ar, that 
the contrafring party laboured at the time under 
ibme known incapacity and difqualificacion for 
binding itfelf in an obligation to pay. Neither of 
thefeobjedionscaofairly be urged againft the de* 
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nand on Afeidi ut Dowla. His debt vas incoN 
red for arddes furlf fumifhed, for troops rego- 
lariy employed in his fervice for bis defeoce, sod 
upon a ftated allowance fettled by treaty at the 
cxprefo motion of Geocfil Gavering and his ma- 
jority. The former treaty with the late Vizier Sujah 
ul Dowlah, waS| as you know, upon very dif- 
ferent terms— and that was the treaty of Mr.Haf- 
tings. No encroachmeou were tb(rt attempted 
to be made upon the independence of that Prince 
—the whole fUpularion confided in his agreement 
to pay 210,000 rupees per menfem for one of our 
brigades, fo long as ic ihould ad under his or- 
ders, or in conjundion with bis forces. This 
treaty, as it Rood at bis death, the Governor Ge- 
neral thought binding upon us, and lupon his 
fucceflbr. Not lb the majority of that day. 
General Gavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr* 
Frands. Tb^ pronounced upon the propriety of 
a new treaty, and th^ didated the articles. 
obliged the Vizier to cede to the Company the 
fovereignty of Gauzipoor and Benares in {icrpetui- 
ty : Tb^ faddled. the Vizier with an additional 
charge of 50,000 rupees a month for the fubfif- 
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fence tSf ^anidliaiy bngade ; and under Um 
(throng die channel of their refident, Mr. Brif* 
tow) were Britilh officers appointed to command 
the refidue of the Vizier’s troops. All this was 
in 1775. In 1779 the Vizier rcfufcd to grant 
affignments for the pay of thofe very troops thus 
»J^'ered\ and Mr. Haltings was only prevenmd 
from immediate compliance with his requeft for 
dilbanding thenii by the neceffity of holding out 
an oftenfible balance to the armies of theSieks, and 
of Ngef Khauo, then in the field in great force. 

It was on the fubjed of this refufal that the 
Vizier, during the inteival of a cock-fight or a 
horfe-race, difpatched the very poetical chapter of 
lamentationsy with which you have fo animatedly 
warmed the feelings of the Houfe. That he was 
very (ore upon the refufal, I do not doubt ; and 
this eftablilhment of Britilh officers was certainly 
as well a fevere check upon his independency, 
a great derc^ion of his dignity in the eyes of 
the native Princes, as an intolerable burthen upon 
his finances. 


Mr. 
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Mr. HafHiigi howettr ntiUiMr 
nr the nwaibre by which thofe were sp-‘ 
Jwinted, nor for the fevenl circiImftaDces, by 
which their condaft might irriute the Vizier and 
opprels bis country. But inStptoAer 1781, the 
inftaot that political oecdBty permitted him, He 
^flmded them. 

You were particularly pointed on the late re- 
fumption of the Begum's Jaghites— a meafure 
which you alfo attribute exdufively to the Go- 
vernor General — as if it were irapoffiblc for a 
defpotic monarch to have the Oighteft principle 
of independent aftion, or the molt trivial atten- 
tion to bis own concerns. Even fo long . ago as 
the year 1775, and very foon after the Vizier’s 
accelTiun to the mufnud, the predominating influ- 
ence of the Begum was a thorn in his fide— — 
And he obferved to Mr. Briflow, that “ two 
rulers were too much for one country.*’— —A 
negociation was at chat time entered into for 
fubflituting a r^ular payment of the value of 
the Jaghtre in money, inflead of the poflelGon of 
the land itfclf and the troublefome management of 
£ z the 
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the coHc$&mi > but the old lydy had too dM|>ly 
tailed the Tweeis of uncontrouled dominioBi tt 
part willing with fo flattering a prerogative; 
ihe refuied to liflen to any terms of teflgnatioa, 
and fupported her fervaots in a coodud of dif- 
aflecUon, ofipoGtion and contumacy, that at lafl'i 
on the revolution at Benares, broke out into open 
rebellion. Can there be a doubt but that the 
Vizier felt the indignity offered to bis govern- 
ment, and the danger that involved bis throne ? 
Can there bo a fufpicion that he would fail to 
difcover in the military jurifdiflion and unjuflifi- 
able encroachments of his Jaghtredars the true 
fource of the mifehief, can there be a motive 
alTigncd why it Ihould not equally be his wifli 
at it was his iniereft to Tupprefs the very poiB- 
bility of future difturbance ^ I will be bold to 
fay, that the Viuer sagi'/ to have refumed the 
Jaghires — and that the advice of Mr. Haflings 
^if indeed the Vizier had no plan of condufi, no 
policy of his own) was perfeAly wife, political, 
and expedient. • It is an additional proof of the 
Bcceflity of the meafure, that the fcnranca of the 
ihould have petfutned to oppofe their 
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ib evince dunr foU c^i^an of tht 

oiftence ** two rulers in one country** as their 
moft unwarrantable and rebellious appeal to the 
fword : nothing can (b unaorwerably eftablifh the 
propriety of an indanc retoedy to the anarchy diac 
prevised in the Subah of Oude. The Begum 
was therefore on the jufteft of all pleas diTpoBcfled 
of an authority which ihe had condantly per* 
verted to the very word purpods, but the nett 
amount of her colleAioos was fecured to her by 
a new agreement ; the tmifurrs of which ibe bad 
poflefled herfelf by very fufpicious nfxnns, by a 
fraudulent concealment of her bufband's will, or 
an artful appropriation of a depofit, thofe trea- 
fuits which had always been underltood to belong 
to the date, and which our Refident at Oude 
reported in 1775 to have been notorioudy dt 
glide for the fupply of political emergeacies^ Ihe 
m/mttd to rellore to her (bn, for the wants 
of his government, after twelve days of reflexion 
upon the lois of her ill- exerted authority, had 
reconciled her to a jud notion of her fubordinate 
fiiuaticn. We have the Refident at Oodc’s tedi- 
' mony 
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fflony, in ilie appeadbr to the tenth rcport^tMB 
the Seleft Ccm^ittee, that her treafares woe fir*- 
reniertd hy t^tement. 

In your indifcrlminating fearch for argutnentiia 
defence of your new bill, you have not omitted 
to ftace the difcordanc fituacions of our diHereot 
governments in India, and your pantcular appr^ 
henCons for your very valuable friend Lord Ma> 
cartoey. You not only fear that he may have 
been depofed from his govcrnnnenr, but that 
he may have experienced /i-e fait of Lord Pigol ! 
I afk you in your candour. Right Honourable Sir, 
if chat fate were any thing more than dffo/ition ? 
and I flatter myfeif, I may for this time prefume 
m anfwer for you in the negative — at lead Mr. 
Haflings cannot by the molt extravagant ftretch 
ofinfinuation be implicated farther than in the 
fufpnfcMy which (if Woodfall be right) you are 
pleafed to term a depofitm: and even here there 
is nothing in the pompany^s records, nor in private 
intelii^nce^ to warrant your conclofion. On the 
news of cenain propofltions having been ofl^red 
to Tippoo Saib, qually onfatisfaflory to the Com^ 
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ausder n Chief end t9 the Cotmctl Geoenl, hir* 
Hlfiingi in Council, de&ed to hibw whether 
** the Members thought thee the Prefideot and 
•* Sele£b Committee of Madras had or had not in- 
** curred the penalty of the aft of the i jth of the 
•* King, by deputing the Tanjwc Vakeel to 
** Tippoo Saib to treat of peace on the condition 
** of ceding to him a part of the Carnatic?* This 
queliion was determined in the negative ; aiul on 
this fimple ground, did your informer in this bu- 
finefs, Sir Henry Fletcher, build his aflertton, 
that Mr. Haftings’s propofal /er the Ju/^enJien tf 
Lard Macartney had been carried againft him by 
a one onl) ; as >f a meyorin of one were in the Su> 
preme Council any other than the ordinary and 
almoft neceflary confcqucnce of the fmallnefs of 
its number. But the difeordant fiiuauons of our 
governments abroad might be mod catlly recon- 
ciled at home without the interference of your 
ImU, or the annihilation of the Company's charter* 
The Supreme Council at Calcutta is ly law to have 
the foie and entire control in all political negoci- 
ittons and matters relative to war and peace, ex- 
liept in cafes of the mod urgent neccOity. Did 
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tfc»t aecefllty adft ^hen Lord Macartney and ^ 
SdcftCominittee afiumed Ae liberty of propofii^ a 
feparaic treaty with Tippo Saib ? Sir Eyre Cootc 
pofitively and pointedly denied it, 

I cannot here deprive rayfrlf the plaifurc of 
contriburing my humble mite of gratitude and 
applaufe to that worthy and gallant old general, 
who to the inflexible virtues of the man, jdned 
the moft exalted talents of the foldier, who re- 
deemed us from utter ruin in the Carnatic, who 
facrificed the declining years of a moft aiftive life, 
to the difficulties and labours of war, rendered 
doubly fevere by the feverities of an Afiatjc di- 
mate, and who lived but to the moment when 
his country had juft begun to flatter iifelf with the 
poflibility of fparing his exertions. Methinks I 
fee the wonderful veteran reclined on his laurels, 
ftruggling in the very amis of Death, and col- 
Jefling the laft remnant of his exhaufted ftrength, 
while he diftateS to the difconfolate Secretary the 
animated concluiion of the forcible minute be de- ^ 
livcted on this occafion t ** Though for my pan* 
fays he « I may with propriety fay that I baveool 
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« foot in the grtY«i and the other on the vefge of 
** k, I truftinGodI (hall retain fufficieikt ftrength 
** both of body and mind to put an advanugeous 
** and glorious end :o this deftruftive war in India, 
** inibead of having our national honour and 
** military credit degraded by any folicication 
for peace to an enemy already difmayed and 
“ therefore I truft that this Board will never con* 
•* fent to fo degrading and unjuilifiablc a meafure, 
** as is now propofed bf the Prcfidcnt and Sclcft 
** Committee of Fort St. George.” Alas ! great 
and fortunate commander, your country’s fer* 
vice can but ill brook your lofs !--But you have 
at leall left us Mr. Haflings; and you are now 
looking down with a fmilc of complacency on 
thofc Ipirited exertions, to which, even in the mo- 
ment of rival emulation, you had the generofiry 
to aferibe the prefcrvation of the Carnatic ! Peace 
and glory attend your fhade ’ 

However meritorious Lord Kiacartney's con- 
duft flMy have been, however ftriift his care and 

F 


cautious 
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taudoos his atteotioo to obey the Companyi ^ hn 
molt certeiAly been involved in diflerences and diii> 
putes upon altnoft every public quefiion fince the 
conamcnccEncnt of his government. He reminds 
me of the venturous fcholaftics of the fixteeath 
century, who in the fury of difputatioO} fuppoited 
theies de omni Sdhtli againft all opponents : W« 
have Lord Macartney verjus the Supreme Coun- 
cil, Lord Macartney verfui Sir Eyre Coote, Lord 
Macartney verjus Sit Edward Hughes, Lord 
Macartney verjus General Stuart, and Lord Mv 
cartney verjus the Nabob of the Carnatic. I Iv|vc 
an unfeigned refpeci for his Lordlhip’s ebarafter 
and abiiicies ; but 1 cannot help lamenting that 
his exertions lliould be fo unfortunately cratnpedi 
and fo confined to perpetual druggies againft hit 
adbetates in the public fervice. 


1 fhali now take the liberty, right hon^||Pct 
S'r, to conclude with a few words on the 
(late of our affairs in India: my defcriptitMijIlljlly 
undoubtedly, form fomerhing of a contrail 

yom^ 
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yOttf*!, tnd Mi prsfotti^ humtlity ! ackeow* 
ledge that tke inimity it all on yoi^ fide. Beo< 
gal it certainly in a flouriihing condition ; its re- 
Tcnuei produAive i in government united} its 
internal tranquility fecuted. The fame may be faid 
of Benares. Oude is flosrly, but gradually re> 
covering from a relaxed fyfiem of policy, from 
dilbrdered finances, from domeftic anarchy. 
— The debts due from thence to the Com- 
pany are liquidated— or in the way to fpeedy 
liquidation (no prgudice 1 hope to our finking 
fund.) It hu refumed in a great degree in pro- 
per rank of refpedability among the powers of 
India, and its frontiers are on every fide in peace. 
— Tippoo Saib has evacuated the whole of the 
Carnatic*, and it now depends on the combing 
gKrtions of our government and of the Nabob of 
'Ao Carnatic to refiore by every fpccies of encoiK 
t^^ent, the population of the country, u:d the 
fdvancagei of commerce. 
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On the Bombay fide, Peace is efitftually r«i- 
fied with the Maratcas— — and on terms, which 
while they are not gallingly levcre on either par^, 
are moft likely to be permanently obferved 
both. Tippoo Saib is i^d to be ftill formidable 
in that quarter, but every difpatch from Bombay 
teems with confidence in the fuccefs of their 
efforts, which they are now free to dired in full 
force againit him. The province of Bednore we 
have lofl by the fortune of war, as we moft pro* 
bably fhould have been obliged to relinquifli it on 
the conclufion of a peace. It is even likely 
that wc (hall confine all our exertions to the 
acquifition of a fpccific fum from Tippoo Saib, 
as a compenfation for the ravages of his father*s 
arms— and this feems our wifrft policy— But this 
circumftance will not be at all promoted by the 
provifions of your Bill— and if I might venture to 
^lay the ftatefraan (as precedents are not wanting 
CO encourage me) I would roundly afterr, that 
there is as little mifmanagemenr, corruption and 
oppreflion in the different feats of the Britjrn go- 
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voiunent in Indin, ns ve to be found in any part 
of the world— that n few years of peace will 
reftore the India Company’s affairs to the higheft 
profperity in Alia : — and that if your Bill were 
hfi to-morrow, every corporate body in this kii^* 
pom, and every mao who values his birth-n^t 
and the freedom of his country, would have rea« 
fon to triumph in the event, 

I remain with the greateft refpet^ 

Right Honourable Sir, 

Your moA obedient 

And moA humble Servant, 

JOHN SCOTT. 

Loko OK. 

Nwwtberjo. nSj. 


THE END. 
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It has been boldty ai&rtcd, that if the India 
bill ftould pafs, the Minifter will acquire no 
acccifion of patronise, but will enjoy that power 
openly, and with refponfibility annexed to It, 
which Lord Nonh, when the Minifler enjoyed 
in fecret. It would have been honourable in his 
Lordlhip had he contradtfted fo bold and fo ill* 
founded an aflertion»-at he did not do k, I will 
explain what portion of patronage Lord Nordi did* 
and what he did not enjoy. 

All appointments to the command of (hips, 
and of inferior officers in that branch of fervice, 
have been under the Court of Direflors, without 
any interference on the part of the Minificr.— > 
All appointments to offices in the India Houli5 
or the warchoufes — all contrads for fupplying 
the Ball India Company with ftores of every 
kind for their fcttlcments in India, comprehending 
a moft exteolive patronage, have been folely un- 
der the management of the Court of Diivdon, 
without any interference on the part of the 
Minifler. 


AU 



All appointments of writers, officers, cadet^f 
furg^ons, &c. &c. to the feveral governments 
in India, have been made by the Court of Direc- 
tors — In fa£t the great and principal inducement 
to almofi every gentleman in the dircAion, to 
obtain his ele^on, has been that he might have 
his (hare of this fpecies of patronage— Moft, if 
not all the Direfbors have fons, or brothers, or 
coufins, or intimate friends, whom they wiih to 
provide for, and the Company's fervice abroad 
has hitherto affsrded an honourable and an advan- 
tageous provifion for the relatidns or the friends of 
the Direftors— Confcqucnily they have been ex- 
ceedingly tenacious of this branch of the lawful pa- 
tronage annexed to their offices. Lord North when 
Miniiler, has not at all times been able to fend a 
writer to India, and if the lifts of gentlemen ap- 
pointed to the civil and military fervice of India^ 
fince the year 1773 were examined, it would be 
found, that his Majefty’s Minifters have been com* 
plimented with about one twenty* (ixth part of fucb 
appoimments, and no more ! This afteition is ca^ 
pable of proof cr refutation. 


The 
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Tite |>itronagc of India has been hitherto in thd 
gift of the refpedive goTemcncDts abroad, except 

in a few inftances where the Directors have inter* 
fered, namely, in the cafes of Mr. Briftow, and 
Mr. Fowke, the fan of Mr. Gregory, the ne- 
phew of Sir Henry Fietcher, and a few more in- 
Bances, in which a faflion among the Directors 
has facrificed the public intereft in order to ferve 
their friends : but in general the D:rc(Bors have 
faithfully difeharged their public duty, by appoint- 
ing the fervants who ate to be employed, and by 
leaving it to the refpedive governments to employ 
them as they thought proper. 

This is the prefent Bate of the patronage of 
the EaB-India Company, and widely different 
indeed from that which the bill now before the 
iloufe of Commons means to throw into die 
hands of the Miniftcr. He nomir ucs feven 
Commiffioners with abfulute power to direft, or- 
der, govern, ap^Kiinr, and remove all perfons, of 
all ranks employed by the £j(l-India C'jnipany 
both at home, and abroad— and the patronage 
thrown info his hands by fo bold a flep, is rated 
very low indeed, at two millions ftcrlin^ a year. 
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LAtt MINISTER^ 

At tt AtmTSt 
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THE EAST-IHDZA COMPANY 

AM* 

ME. HASTINGS* 

t tr 

MAJOE JOHN SCOtT, 


t o M 0 0 JKf 

prittil IW ^ 

fketdKaf* 1lf^ett*3vur* 




TO TBB 


COURT OF PROPRIETORS 

« f 

EAST. INDIA STOCK, 

1 

WHO BY THEIR SPIRITBS^ AND 
HONOURABLE SUPPORT OF THEIR SERVANT^ 

MR. HASTINGS, 

AGAINST THE EFFORTS OF NUMEROUS, 
AND POWERFUL ENEMIES, 

HAVE PRESERVED AN EMPIRE TO GREAT BRITAIN, 

av coxTiKetao him r.v rat 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA, 

UNTIL PEACE AND TRANQUILITY ARE COMPLETELY 
RESTORED TO EVERT PART OF IT, 

THE FOLLOWING SHEETS ARE DEDICATED WITH 
THE SINCEREST RESPECT, 

■V THIIK 

MUCH OBLIGED AND 

FAITHFUL HUMBLE SERVANT, 

JOHN SCOTT. 

tsM 17S4. 




THE 


CONDUCT, &c. 


'X'hE Legiilature ht$ at length palTed into ft 
law, a bill for the better nanagement of the 
affairs of the £aiV*India Company, During its 
progrefs through the Houfc of Comtirons, the 
affain of India haTc undergone a very full dif* 
cufTion, and, perhaps, this intricate fubjcA it 
now much better underftood by the public at 
large, than at any former period. The charac- 
ter and conduft of Mr. Haftings has beep a 
principftl topic in every debate upon India affairs 
during the late firl&on. Lord North very 
joffly obferved, that Mr. Haftings had becti 
able to reftft every endeavour his Lordlhip made 
B to 
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to remove him : I may add, that his public 
charader bore him up againft an unjuft, and 
abfurd refolution of the late Houle of Com- 
mons. To fuppofe that money could have 
procured chat honourable and effedtual fupport 
which Mr. Haftings has received, even if he 
were rich enough, and mean enough to refort 
to bribery, is fo exceedingly ridiculous, that 
the men who infinuate the charge, do not, 1 
am fure, ferioufly believe it. The faft is, that 
the people of England who fupported Mr. Pitt, 
this year, againft the madnefs and folly of the 
late Houfe of Commons, fupported Mr. Haf- 
tings in 1782 againft the fame body i with this 
difference however, that when the refolution 
for the recall of Mr. Haftings was carried. 
Lord Rockingham was the Minifter, and his 
party had great credit in the nation : of courfe 
to refift them was hazardous, though rendered 
in fome mcafure left fo, from their own pre- 
fumption ; but when they joined Lord North, 
they forfeited the confidence of the people, 
and confequently their attack upon Mr, Pitt, 
excited the popular indignation in a much 
greater degree than their injuftice to Mr, Haf- 
tings could do. 


So 
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So many mifreprefentations have gone abroad, 
though their feafon for doing mifchief is at an 
end, that it vr 11 be but an aA of juftice due 
to His Majefty’s prefent Minifters, the £aft» 
India Company, and Mr. Haftings, to prove, 
there has been no corrupt agreement between 
them} and that if they have appeared to aft 
in concert, it was merel y becaufe the late 
Miniftry, at one and the fame time, attacked 
the Conftitution, the Company, and the well- 
earned fame of the prefent Governor General 
of Bengal. 

Mr. Hadnngs certainly owes his iituation to 
the mod independent body of men in Eng- 
land, I mean the Proprietors of Ead- India 
ftock, not, as 1 have heard it aflerted, to a few 
men, who, for polirical purpofcs, have pur- 
chafed ftock, and who compofe but one-fu- 
teenth of the whole body, even if we fuppofe 
what IS not true, that every gentieman who 
has ferved abroad and becomes a proprietor, 
does fo for political purpofcs ; but from a 
very great majority of refpcftabic and inde- 
pendent men, who think they owe Mr. Haf- 
tings fupport in return for long, and faithful 
fervice, in difficult and arduous fttuations. 

B 2 Thac 
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That their confidence in him is ill placed, his 
enemies have long and vainly attempted to 
eftahlifli; that he merits their eficem, I fiuU 
endeavour to prove as I proceed, 

Mr. Haftings has ferved the Company above 
four and thirty years. Immediately after the re> 
capture of Calcutta, he. was confidentially cm* 
ployed by Lord Clive, and, I believe, the only 
perfon about him who did not acquire fome for* 
tune. He foon after fucceeded Mr. Scraftoiv 
as Refident at the Durbar of Mcer Jafiier, the 
moft advantageous office in the Company’s fer* 
vice, where he remained until he became a 
member of the adminifiration in 1761. la 
1765, he* quitted Bei^al with a fortune fo 
exceedingly moderate, that though be neiihcr 
gambled, nor purchafed eftates, aor boroughs, 
nor was in any (hape of an expenfive turn, 
he was obliged to apply to the Court of D«* 
redors for permiiTton to return to India at the 
end of three years. 1 appeal to gemkroen 
who have ibme koowkdge of human nature^ 
to determine whether it is probalile that Me. 
Haftings, who the prime of life fliewed 
fo great a contempt for money, (bould go 
CO fuch excraordioaiy lengths to obtaio it 

(as 
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(at bis eneoEMs have inlinuaced) at the age 
of fifEy>two^ It will be in the reeoUe£tioa 
of many, with what fcandalous and indecent 
inddify that libel, entickd. The Eleventh Re« 
port of the Sele£^G>mmUtee, was circulated; 
that it was inclofed under a blank cover to 
fcveral members of the Houle of Lords ; and 
that the charges contabed in it were artfully 
brought forward in fuch a manner, as to pre* 
elude every polfibllity of refutation, becaufis 
they were declared to be no charges, though 
** they might hereafter furnilh matter for 
charge.’* I ihall juft add in ibis place, what 
Mr. Burke declared to roe in the month of 
May, 178s, that there was a direft charge of 
corruption agamft Mr. Haftiags. I was then, 
and I am Hill, as ready to meet it as I was 
to inveftigate the cafe of Almas Alhi Cawn, 
oc the Begums of Oude, from a convic'* 
cion, chat the more Mr. HalVings’s condudfc 
is icrucinized, the brighter it will appear. 1 
Ihall not fay more on this fubjeft, than to de* 
fire that fome one perfoo will produce the 
charge of his eorrupiion in oifficr, and 1 pie(^;c 
myfelf to refute it. To the nonfenfe which 
has been circulated &> incBkaciouily of barge 

fums 
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fums of money having been expended by me 
to preferve him in the government of Bengal, 
and to procure an influence in the prefenc 
Parliament, I will merely obferve, that 1 am 
ready, publicly to produce an account of 
every (hilling that I have expended for Mr. 
Hallings or myfelf, fince my arrival in Eng- 
land ; and the world will then be convinced, 
if farther convi^ion is necilTary, of the grofa 
falfehood of fuch aflertions. * 

In the progrefs of the India bill through the 
Houfe of Commons, fomething has been faid 
of the conduift of His Majefty’s late Minifters 
towards Mr. Hallings. Lord North, with in- 
finite wit and good humour, contrived to con- 
found dates, circumflances, and proper names, 

* An anenjrmous writer pledged hirofelf to prove, that 1 
had given one thoufind pound* in one year to the editor of 
n new/paper ; but when I publicly denied tint fafi, and called 
for the proofi, the vt rictr naa no moie heard of. InfiDuaiiona 
of the fame kind have lately bets thiown out in the Morning 
Herald, li fo happens, that the letters of OetcAor, a Cici* 
aen, and an Independent Proprietor, were originally publiih* 
ed in that paper , and if I paid more than the markel frict 
for their infcrtion I have done it ignoiantly , however, 1 en- 
tertain no doubts upon the Aibjefl 1 dare fay I was fairly 
treated , and 1 do alTure the ed tor of that paper, and the 
public, that I have paid at Icaft four times as much to him at 
1 have done to all the acwfpapcn m London put together. 

in 
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in fuch a manner, as to amufe, if he did not 
kiforni the Houfe. Mr. Fox too, by talking 
in general terms of difobedience of orders, 
fervants being mailers, and many more to> 
pics drawn from the Reports of the Seled 
Committee, drew their attention from the 
fads which I humbly attempted to eftab- 
lilh; but I deny that either Lord North, or 
Mr. Fox, or Mr. Francis, were able to dif- 
jirove a fingle aflertion that I have made. 
With rcfped to the latter gentleman, his pre- 
didions have fo uniformly been contradided 
by the events, that I imagine the public will 
not place much confidence in his melancholy 
forebodings hereafter. 

I have aflerted that the war with the Ma- 
raitas, and every misfortune we have i'uSered 
in India, originated in the American war, and 
in the meafures adopted in England. Mr. 
Fox made a fimilar obfervation in 17*16. If 
the coalition had not taken place, 1 am fure 
he would prove it to be true. In the follow- 
ing detail of fads, (hould I miftate any cir- 
cumflances, or draw falfe conclufions from 
them, 1 fhall be expofed as 1 deferve. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings fucceeded to the goternment 
of Bengtl in the month of April by the 

appointment of the Court of Diroftors. At 
this time the Company had realbn to lament the 
very flattering account which Lord Clive hid 
given them of the acquifition of Bengal. Hia 
Lotdlhip had dated the revenues too high, and 
the expences of government too low. By pay* 
ing annually four hundred thoufand pounds to 
the State, dividing twelve j>er cent, upon the 
capital, and receiving bills from Bengal to a 
very large amounr, in a fcafon of profound 
peace, they were reduced to tbeWcefliry of ap- 
plying to Parliament for relief, and Lord 
North feized the opportunity of afluming the 
management of the Company’s affairs. The 
injufticr of this aft is fully expofed in that me- 
morable proteft, which the Dukes of Portland, 
and Richmond, Lords Rockingham, Fitzwil- 
liam, &c. have tranfmitted to i>oflerity. The 
impolicy wc have feverely felt. By the aft of 
1773, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, were appointed t majority of the 
Supreme Council of India. Mr. Haftings con- 
tinued Governor of Bengal, under the Direftora 

•p. 
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Appointment, from April 1772 to OAober 
1774, a period of thirty months. In this time 
he had introduced order, regularity, and oeco> 
nomy, into the government of Bengal, and he 
had provided funds for paying off the public 
debts which exifted at the time of his arrival. 
The political mcafures of his government were, 
the withholding the tribute from the Mogul 
after he had withdrawn himfclf from our pro> 
teflion, and concluding a very advanmgeous 
treaty with Sujah Dowlah, by which a part of 
that tKafure which had been fo abfurdly ex> 
ported from Bengal was brought into it again. 
It was at this period that the Rohilla war was 
undertaken. Mr. Burke and Mr. Francis have 
not fcrupled to atnibutc this war folely to Mr. 
HaAings; and they have afferted, that it was 
undertaken without a Aiadow of juAice ; that 
we exterminated a nation merely to acquire for- 
ty lacks of rupees. How gentlemen, who are 
at all acquainted with the hiAory of India, can 
venture to hazard fuch aAertions, is to me in- 
conceivable ; for the fads are diredly the re« 
verfe, as a plain relation of them will prove. 

In the year 1772, Sujah Dowlah and the Ro- 
hillas concluded a treaty, to which Sir Robert 
C Barker, 
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Btrlcer, on the (wrc of the Engl'A) #ii Iht 
guarantee. The artkk H'hieh gaire rife to thi 
war was this : That if Sujah Do\Mah and the 
Engltih forces would alEfl the Rohilias, in et- 
pelltng the Marattis from the Rohilcund, the 
Robilias engaged to pay forty lacka of rupees 
to Sujah Dowlah. The engagement on out 
part was faithfully performed : but on a fufpi* 
cion that the Rohillas would erade theirs. Sir 
Robert Barker, propofed to the Governor and 
Council to put Sujah Dowlah in pofleflion of 
their country on certain conditions, though the 
Board declined the plan at that time. In three 
feveral letters, dated in March and April 
Sir Robert Barker, calls the Rohillas a faitb* 
lefs and treacherous race •, fays, their non-com- 
pUance with their engagements is notorious, 
jmd the only way to comixl them is to aft upon 
their intereOs, or their fears. W*jth thefc au- 
thentic documents, publifbed as they are in the 
Fifth Report of the Secret Committee, bow 
hny mao can fay the Rohtlla srar was Che war 
of Mr. Haflings, or that we attadeed the Ro- 
hillas without a pretence of quarrel, and yet 
expeft to preferve the fmailtft degree Of credit 
with impardal men, is beyond my comprehen- 

fioo. 
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The RohUla war was concluded ou the 
6th of Odobcr, 1774. General Clavering, 
Cbloael Francis, arrived in 

jCalcutca the iSth^ and affiimcd the government 
the next daj. To diem were added Mr. Haf- 
dngs and Mr. Barwell, becaufe, asLord lixigh- 
borough, and Lord North have informed ui, it 
was thought necefiary that two gentlemen of 
local knowledge ihould be joined with thofe 
who went from England to a fervice fo perfect/ 
new to them. 

1 do not mean to enter now into the paitku* 

1 

lar futgeSf of difpute between the majority and 
minority of the Supreme Council. The firft 
(hip that failed from Bengal carried a Jong kttef 
written by Mr. Francis, and figned by the ma* 
jority, in which every political a& ori^nating 
with Mr. Haftings was condemned : but befoK 
this letter arrived in England, the DirdSors 
had tranfmitred to Bengal their apprrdiarion of 
all Mr. Haftings’s proceedings, the RohUla war 
excepted •, and I fcarcely think their fentiments 
on this fobjeA can be called a cenfure. They 
fay, ** Nocwkbftanding the pecuniary advan> 
** tages which the Company have gained, we 
** are exceedingly concerned to find that our 
C fl « arms 
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<* arms ha^e been employed in the conqueft of 
** the Rohiilas j though we muft confefij the 
** conduft of their chiefs, in r^fing t 9 
** tbmr Jokmn fiipulatuns^ Jims to have drawn 
** upon tbm the calamities they have Jyfferei** 
Thefe were the fentimencs of the Court of 
Direflors upon the Rohilla war } and here the 
fubjeA would have dropped, if Lord North 
had not determined to remove Mr. Haftingi, 
and if a very improper degree of influence had 
not been employed at the India Houfe to efleA 
his removal. The Rohilla war was again brought 
forward, and mofl groifly mifreprefented. A 
majority of one voice in the Couh of Dtredors 
determined, on the 8cb of May, 1776, that 
Mr. Haftings fiiould be removed. Every pof> 
Able exertion was made by Adminiflration to 
prevent the Proprietors from interfering with 
efieft in fupport of Mr. Hafliogs. Every cletK 
in the public ofiEoes } every perfon pofl*ciring 
flock, who could be influenced by Government, 
was applied to. The intercft of Lord North 
and the Earl of Sandwich was very powerful 
then in Leadeohall-flreet, and it wai exerted 
to the utmofl* 


1 admire 
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t admire the iogenutcy of the Ninth Report. 
It contains, alfo, fome ftriking truths. To the 
following I willingly afTenc, that after Lord 
North's Regulating Bill palled, ** thofe who 
** were engaged in contrafts w'ith the Treafu> 
** ry. Admiralty, and Ordnance, together with 
** the clerks in the public olEces, found means 
“ of fecuring qualhcations and it is fair to 
conclude, that they voted with the Minifter: 
but notwithftanding all the efforts of Adminif. 
tration, and the indulljy of their dependants, 
Mr. Haffings obtained a complete triumph 
through the honourable and virtuous afliftance 
of the late Marquis of Rockingham, and every 
independent man in England pofleffing India 
Rock. At the time Lord North carried on the 
American war by a majority tn Parliament of 
above four to one, he was defeated at the India 
Houfe by a majority of io6 in 648, who bal* 
lotted on the important qucRion for the removal 
of Mr. Hadings. 

Lord North did not renew his endeavours 
for his difmilTion. His Lordlhip knows the 
fccret of the relignadon I prefume. I have 
related as far as Mr. Haftings is informed, in 
a former Letter to Mr. Burke, and till the 

Secret 
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Secret Committee of the Coart of Direftors, 
or Lord North, (hall comply with the eameft 
requeft Mr. Ha&ings, and produoe thofe 
powers which were faid to be ample and ftiffi- 
cient CO authorize them in the acceptance of his 
refignatioD, the matter muft reft at it is. 

From the moment intelligence arrived in 
England of the death of Sir John Clavering, 
every idea of removing Mr. Haftiogs was ^ven 
up } and however earncflly Lord North might 
have laboured to effcfl it in 1776, he bimfelf 
propoled in 17791 80, and 81, that he (hould 
be continued the Governor General of Bengal 
by zn id of the Legkbuure t and certainly fup> 
ported him during theie years, though with full 
knowledge of every (lep he was taking relative 
to the Maratta war, as well as of the motives 
by which he was aduated. I am iK>t at all ap« 
prehenfive of being rontradided, when 1 (ay, 
that His Majefty’s Minifters and the Court of 
Diredors approved of the Governor Generara 
condud, and that full and complete informa> 
tion was tranfmitted to them in the Minutes of 
Mr. Hallbgs and Mr. Francis, the former in 
defence of his tneafures, the lacier in repn>bn> 
cion of tbmn. 


When 
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When the firft tnteUigence of the tnvaficm of 
the Carnatic was received in England, a Secret 
Committee was appointed to enquire into the 
caufe of that invafion } and a few months prior 
to this, a Sele& Committee had been inftituted 
to conlider the date of the judicature in £en- 
The objeds of enquiry were fo totally 
dificrent, and the repcH-ts and proceedings of 
theie Committees were fb totally difierent, that 
1 muft defire to confider them feparately ; for 
though 1 entirely diflem from the refolutiont 
brought forward by the Secret Committee, and 
am not afraid of aflerting that feveral of them 
are unfounded, yet the Fifth and Sixth Reporta 
are faidy and impartially drawn ; nor are any 
papers withheld, which tend to elucidate the 
fohjed-matter of the Reports. But the Scled 
Committee, from the day they met in the fe- 
cond feiiion of the lail Parliament to the day 
of its difiblution, appear to me to have had for 
their foie objed the removal of Mr. Haftingi 
and ail his Council j and to effedt this, rhey had 
recouHe to meafures the mofl; unfiir and uo> 
Warrantable, as I have proved, and am ready 
at any time to prove again, to the fatisfaAioa 
of any impantal man. Mr. Fox likea a fyf- 

tematic 
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tematic oppofidon he (ays ; and the Seleft 
Committee appears to have afted upon fyftem : 
the world will judge whether it was a juft one 
or not. 

Lord Worth’s adminiftration ended March 
1782. It will be in the recolleSion of every 
gentleman, with what a degree of popularity the 
new Miniftry proceeded for fome time. Mr. 
Fox had a peace with America in bis pocket, 
and Mr. Burke undertook to remedy all the 
diforders in our Eaftern government. Lord 
North and his friends appeared in force when 
Mr. Rigby’s balances were under conftderatioo, 
but on all other occafions there was a very thin 
attendance. In a few days after this great 
change, 1 heard Mr. Burke publicly declare, 
that Mr. Hafiings and Mr. Maepherfon (hould 
be removed. The runners of Adminiftration 
without doors were buiily employed in circu* 
lacing the grofleft and moft palpable falfeboods, 
in order to prejudice the public againft Mr. 
Haftings. The Secret Committee made four 
reports relative to the war in the Carnatic and 
the condud of Sir Tiiomas Rumbold. In the 
Fifth and Sixth Reports they detailed the origin 
and progrefs of the firft and fecond Maratta 


4 


war 
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folly and (ktrlyi tod they very (lightly 
to^hed upon the poUdcal tranfaAiont in Ben* 
gal pieviwu to the y«ur 1775. In truth, this 
could form no part of their enquiry. It was 
alle(%ed, that the Maiatta war was the caufe 
of the invafion of the Carnatic % it was, there* 
fore fair to trace it to its ori^n : but no event 
prior to it could at all affe& the pchce and tran* 
quility of India. This will not now be dif* 
puted, though in the year 1782 it was fo much 
the fa(hkm to accufe Mr. Haftings of having 
fi^feited the confidence of the natives of India. 

On the 14th of April, the Chairman 
of the Secret Committee made a long fpeech, 
which was followed by various refolutions, for* 
ty-four in number, all tending to prove, that 
the policy of the Britilh Government in Bengal 
had been highly imprudent, and derogatory to 
the national honour, and that there had been 
much improper condudb at home. It was 
fomething Angular, that fcvcral of thefe refolu* 
tions, which were palled in a very thin houfe, 
cenfured the Oovemment of Bengal for with- 
holding the tribute due to the Mogul, and the 
peolioaof Nuzeph Cawn, as well as the falc' 
of Corah and Allaha^* Thefe (everal mea- 
1) fures 
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fures were adopted in the fear had been 
communicated to the Direflon* of eotirfe to 
Hia Majefty*s Minifters, and had been h^Iify 
approved of. If it wai contrary to policy and 
good faith> as the feventh refblotton afert^ to 
withhoM the tribute from the Mognl, on hia 
breakmg off his connexion with os, we ought 
in juitice to pay up all arrears, or, at kaft, la 
remit the tribute to him in fucure; but the real 
fafi: is, that the Englilh aififted the Mogul 
when his fortunes were .deiperate, that they 
gave up two fertile provinces to him, and 
made him a remittance of twenty-fix lacks an- 
nually fiom Bengal, until, in fpitt of all our 
remonftrances, he quitmd our protedHon, and 
threw himfelf into the arms of the Marattasi 
This happened before Mr. Haftings ret u r n ed 
to Bengal i and his conduft in a finiation which 
he did not aeatc, but found exifting on hia 
arrival, met with the warm approbation of his 
conllituencs. The unhappy Mogul is fo far 
froip attributing the misfortunes he has fuffined 
to Mr. Hafimgs, that be keeps up a conftant 
correlpondeoce'wiih him, and depen(k upon 
the Governor General’s good offices for tflifi* 
tance againft the fuccefibrs of Nuzeph Cawn. 

4 Expe- 
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EKfAiiiaCtt* alio, has f roved, tbtt to purchase 
4 paAilge for Colonel Pearce's detachment, was 
fo far^«m beiog ao excnraganc and diihonour- 
able aft, u the thirty-ninth refolution aflerts, 
that k was aftually the means of breaking the 
grand confederacy, at the fame time that it in- 
fured fo great a reinforcement to Sir Eyre Coote. 
Equally unjuft is die rtlblution which condemns 
the Supreme Council for attempting to procure 
military affiftance from the Dutch, by the cef- 
fion of I'inevelly. The Government of Ma^ 
draa had written to Bengal, reprefenting their 
aflhirs to be irrecrievabie ; it was then that Mr. 
Haftings propofed the Dutch treaty, leaving 
the Nabob and the Government of Madras to 
conSmi it or not. A happy change in their 
fituation enabled them to keep the field •, they 
declined to accept the treaty ; and the Supreme 
Council exptefiol their fatisfaftion tn ftrong 
terms, declaring that they propofed it original- 
ly, upon an idea of its being better to facriBce a 
part of thdr pofleffions, than to lofe the whole* 
The firft proceeding upon tbefe extraordinary 
refolutians was, to pafe another in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe that the Direftors Ihould 
remove thofe firrvnota whom Parliament had 
D a cen- 
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cenfured. This> however, was never 
Juft at this period fomc confuled and tmperfeA 
accounts of the infurredion at Benares were te- 
ceived Jn England. Theft were greedily fetz^ 
by the SeleA Committee; and notice was given 
to the Houfe of Commons on the 27th of May, 
that a rcfolution for the removal of Mr. Haf* 
tings would be propofed on the following day. 
When the refolution was read, I counted forty- 
three members prefent, and Mr. Robinfon, of 
Canterbury, very Ihrewdly obfcrvcd, that it was 
an extraordinary refolution to be propofed in 
fuch a thin Houfe. Mr. Dundas, who propofed 
it, expreftly ftaced his reafons for fo doing; that 
in his opinion Mr. Haftings had forfeited the 
confidence of the native princes, and that there- . 
fore his removal was neceflary: but he fairly 
declared, that be did not difpute the integrity, 
or the abilities of the Governor General. Mr. 
Fox on that day fpoke with great moderation. 
Governor Johnftone, though dtOering in opi- 
hion with Mr. Dundas, declared very freely, 
that if the Government of this country would 
not give its confidence to Mr. Haftings, it 
would be a right meafure to remove him t but 
then ti mail be done in a conftituttonrd mtnner, 

by 
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by biU. Mr. Burke on this occaGon hdd very 
flroog language Indeed. He declared, diac 
any mao, or body of men, who Ihould dare to 
difobey a refobitiofi of the Houic of Comnaeos, 
ought to be Impeached. The refohition was 
carried, and'eranffnitted to the Indi.n Houle. 
Mr. Gn^ory and Sir Henry Fletcher filled the 
two chun at the time : but the former gentk> 
mao having .folemnly engaged not to carry into 
effed; any refoiution for the removal of Mr. 
Haftings, until it bad been communicated to a 
General Court, we had time to look about us % 
and on the i8th of June, a very full Court of 
Proprietors determined by a great majority, that 
to remove Mr. Haftings merely becaufe the 
Houfe of Commons had ordered it, would be 
wrong. Again (hey determined, that the Di> 
reftors ihould not carry into efieft any rcfoIU' 
tton which they might come to for the removal 
of Mr. HaiUngs, without previous communica* 
cion to the General Court No ftep whatever 
was taken in Parliament in conlequeoce of this 
fpirited conduff of the Proprietors. Mr. Foi, 
indeed, did lay, that the fubjed ihould be taken 
up in the next ieifion : but a matter of more 
confequence to that gentliman and his party 

than 
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than the falratioii of ladia now liappeoe^ 
The Marquis of Rockin^am died on the ift 
of July ; and in the ftru^le for power at 
home, Mr. Haftiogs was no longer remem- 
bered. Mr. Fox’s peace with America had 
vanilhed, and he refigned, becaiiie thdr in- 
dependence was not infiantly acknowledged; 
from which he predided the hapfded cf* 
feds, had it been granted, though fubleqiaent 
events have proved that he was much miAikcn 
in his conclufions. Thefe extraordinary pro- 
ceedings in England had nearly deprived us of 
India. Mr. Haftings, after having drawn off 
Moodajee BooOa from the confederacy, having 
fettled for the time with the Nizam, and fe- 
cured a reinforcement of five regiments of ie- 
poys CO Sir Eyre Cootr, was enabled, in the 
month of Odober 1781, by having marched a 
body of troops into Stndia’s country, to con- 
clude a leparate treaty with that chief. A total 
ce&cion of bofUlities with the Maratta ftate 
smme^atcly followed. A negocuKion was in- 
ftantly firt on foot for a general peao^ and in 
the month of May 1781, it was figned by Ma- 
dajee Smdia and Mr. Anderfon, and tranfmitted 
to Poonah to be nsified — but now we expe- 
rienced 
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ii a i cai dR iniierablecon&qiRnce''of die 6i>> 
w n nae w c£ India bring oounteraArd by die 
Goverotneju at borne. In the moadi of Au>' 
guft lyta, accounts were received at Poona, 
dnt the Msniftry had been chai^d, and that 
it was the deiermioation of the new Miniftryi 
CO remooe Mr. Uafthigs. Ibc Maratm avow- 
ed their nteiition of watting the arrival of his- 
hicceflfor faefoce they ratified the treaty. Evevy^ 
month btougfit firefii imritigence that ferved to* 
confirm them in this opinion. They knew per-' 
fedly well, chat Mr. William Burke, who had 
been received with every mark of honour by 
die Rajah of Tanjore^ was nearly conaeAed 
wkh the gentleman of the fame name who fiUed 
a high office in England » and it is a fad; of 
public noeoriety, that fince the eilablilbmenc of 
die Supreme Council in 1 774, the native Princes 
of India pay the utmoft attention to the politi- 
cal changes in Great Britain, fo far as they may 
be fuppofed to affcA the politics of India. In 
the mondi 6f November 1781, accounts were 
received in India of the interference of the Ge- 
neral Court in favour of Mr. Hadings, the 
daath of the Mawiuis of Rockingham, and the 
refigfMtioo of Mr. Fox. Madajee Sindia con- 
gratulated 
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gnt«la^ Mr. Haftings oa this htppfr ehuige 
of afiltrs { and on the aoch of the not month the 
Maratta peace was formally ratified at Foona. 

During the futnmer of lySa* an enqmry intn 
the condufl of Mr. Haftings ^as canted on at’ 
|be India Houle. Mr. Gregory refigned the 
chair in Auguft, after having condemned in the 
iBoft pointed terms every aft that originated 
vrith Mr. Haftingsi and in order to weaken 
the Britilh Government as much as pofilble at 
that critical moment, poBtive orders were fent 
for the immediate reftoration Mr. Briftow 
and Mr. Fowke to Owde and Benares. In tite 
maoch of Oftober 1782, thirteen Direftors 
pafled a refolution for the removal of Mr. Haf' 
tings. Whatever Lord Shelburne’s fentiments 
might have been, he fupported this refolution, 
but it was refeinded by the determination of a 
moft refpeftable Court of Proprietors ; and if 
any man ilUi believes tl» noofenfe of the Pro* 
prKtors being the lervants of the fervants in In- 
dia, let him candidly attend to the following 
fafts. 

When Mr. Fox and Lord John Cavendiib 
refigned in July 1782, the fonner gentkmaa 
hinted in the Hoofe, that amoogft other cau&t 

of 
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6 ( difcontent which induced him to gire up* 
Lord Shetbumc had (hewn a difpofittoo to pro* 
tfcA Eaft^India delinquents, and that be even 
expe&ed him to bring in Lord North, but 
that the nation would not bear it. Perhaps 
his Lordfhip conceived, that if be could not 
venture to fupport Mr. Haftings, in confe* 
quence of the prejudice which then prevailed, 
it would be right to remove him, and he cer* 
tainly laboured to e6re£t it. The gientlemen 
in the direction who voted for his removal, 
fupported it in the General Court. The Rock- 
ingham fadlion exerted themfelves on the fame 
account, yet fuch was the general’ conviflion of 
the merits of Mr, HaRings, that all thefe in- 
terefts combined, could mufter but feventy-five 
votes upon & ballot, to oppofe to four hundred 
and twenty-eight. All the Proprietors who 
have ferved in India, reliding in Great Britain 
and Ireland, are one hundred and hve, fo that 
if every man had attended and voted in favour 
of Mr. Haftings, Rill his majority of Englilh 
Proprietors whould have been very confidera- 
blej but fo far from there being at that time< 
a general agreement in his hivour, 1 can p(MD&’ 
out leveral India gentlemen, added to General 
£ Smith, 
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Smith, an(^ Sic, Henry Fletcher, wrho vottd’fpr 
hU rei&oval. 

We were threatened with the vcng^ttnre of 
Parliament for this prudent exercife of our 
rights) but \Mhen it alfembbd in Dccemberf. 
1782, the expectation of peace prevented an 
immediate difeuffioa of India affairs. The 
Seleft Committee was revived, and after the 
Cbriftmafs recefs, a bill was promiled to be 
thought in : then followed the peace, and 
tjic overthrow of Lord Shelburne for having 
made it ) for although Mr. Fox, in April, 
17821 ih)und the country to be in a 
** mucb.worfe fituaiion than even he had con- 
**. aeived it to be before he came into office,’^ 
aod though ** 00 peace, could then be a bad 
** one, we had experienced fo happy a change 
io our refources in nine months, that the termh 
ngceed to bj X-ord Shelburne ware fo dif- 
honourabje, it was deenned better to coalcfce 
with Lord North, dian to fuffer his Lordtbip 
to remain in c^ce. This bufioefs, however^ 
IBM aot tnunediatcly cdefled, and India waa 
ogalo kit to itfelf. la the month of April, 1 783,. 
^ Miniffry tffumed the governiamt. 

Thf Sided. CMMoiuOB b»d been diligently cm* 

< . . ployed 
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plofcd to ’invifti^attng the affairs of India, asS, 
on the ift of A{>ril, they prelented a Repm to 
the Houle, which appeared to ignorant men 
to be intended inereiy for the purpofe of keep- 
ing Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James out 
of the direction, by exciting a clamour againft 
them juft on the eve of our election, and be- 
fore they could poffibly have time to defend 
themfelves. If this was the intention, it hap- 
pily miffed of its efteft, Mr. Sulivan and Sir 
William James, came in with a high hand, and 
then Mr. Fox found out, that though this 
matter was of conlequence, yet it was trifling 
indeed compared to another which would fbon 
be before the Houle* That all the world 
knew there was a very important Report on the 
point of being publiihed, and that then fome- 
thing muft be done in the aflitirs of India j and 
then too he would confider the Report which 
affeifted Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James: 
thus ended this trifling affair. Mr. Dundas’s 
bill was never read a fecond time. At length 
the famous Report alluded to by Mr. Fox ap- 
peared} it was intended to prove, that the 
government India was totally defe&ive both 
at home and abroad f and that horrible oppref- 
£ 2 lions 
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fions had been committed in India, and .winked 
at ^n England. Unfortunately, however, the 
bufinefs of Mr. Powell, and Mr. Bembridge, 
and other unlucky accidents, had fo foured 
the temper of the Houfe, that it was not 
thought quite prudent to attempt any thing 
that feffion againft Mr. Haftings, as his friends 
could oppofe to vague, and unfounded decla- 
mation, undoubted evidence of the moft folid 
and fubftantlal ferviccs: the Maratta peace} 
the relief of Madras ; and the improvemcn: of 
the revenues of Bengal. This feffion of Par- 
liament ended as the preceding one, by Mr. 
Fox pledging himfelf to do fomething efifcAual, 
as foon as the Houfe met after the recefs. 

During the fummer of 1783, advices qf 
great importance were received from India. 
The French had drained every nerve to didrefs 
usj and in the midd of all the eflforts of the 
Supreme Council to defend Madras, the Grey- 
hound packet arrived with difpatcbes from the 
Court of Dire£lors, tending to perfuade every 
man in Bengal that the removal of Mr. Haf- 
tings was near at hand. He had long borne 
up againft this fpecies of countera^oo; but 
conceiving there was a determipation to force 

him 
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{liitt from Bengali and that without fupport 
from hotnCi he could not expedk to condodhthe 
public bufinefs to advantage i he wrote in the 
following terms to the Dire^ors on the aiil of 
March|^i 783 : 

** It is now a complete period of eleven years 
fince I drft received the nominal charge of 
your affairs. In the coorfe of it I have invari- 
ably had to contend, not with ordinary dl^ul- 
ties, but fuch as moff unnaturally arofe from 
the oppohtion of thofc very powers from which 
I primarily derived my authority, and which 
were required for the fupport of it. My exer- 
tions, though applied to an unvaried and confif. 
tent line of afrion, have been occaftonal and de- 
fultory : yet I pleafe myfelf with the hope that, 
in the annals of your dominion which lhall be 
written after the extin&ion of recent prejudices, 
this term of its adminillration will appear not 
the leaf! conducive to the intereft of the Com- 
pany, nor the leaft refleftive of the honour of 
the Britilh name} and allow me to fuggeft 
the bftrudlive refledlion of what good might 
have been done, and what evil prevented, had 
doc fupport been given to that adminiftratiou 

which 
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which has performed fuch eminent and fubftaii- 
tta) l^vicea without it. 

** You, honourable Sirs, can atteil the pa* 
tience and temper with which I have fubmitted 
to all the indignities which have been heaped 
upon me in this long fervice. It was the duty 
of fidelity which I eflcntially owed to itt it was 
the return of gratitude which I owed, even 
with the facrifice of life, had that been exacted, 
to the Company, my original maflers, and moft 
indulgent patrons. To thefe principles have 1 
devoted every private feeling, and perievered 
in the violent maintenance of my office; be* 
caufe I was confeious that I pofleiled, in my in* 
legrity, and in the advantages of local know- 
ledge, thofe means of difchaiging the funftions 
of it with credit to myfclf, and with advantage 
to my employers, which might be wanting in 
more fplendid talents ; and becaufe I bad always 
a ground of hope chat my long fuficrance would 
diCurm the prejudices of my advcrfaiies. or the 
rotation of time produce that concurrence, in 
the criiis of your fortune with my own, which 
might place me in the fituation to which I af* 
pired. In the mean time, there was nothing in 
soy a&ual (lace of your affairs which could dif* 

courage 



t 3« 3 

CQon^ me from the profecuttod of this p}ft» 
There was iodeed an inrerval. and that of fome 
i}ur8Clon> in which ray authority was wholly 
deftroyed » but another was fobftttuted ia ttf 
plKe^ and that, though irregular, was armed 
with the public belief of an infloeoce iavifibly 
upholding it, which gave it a vigour fcarce lefs 
effefiual than that of a conftinitionai power. 
Befides, your govemnwnt had no exiernai 
dangers to agitate, and difeover the loolenels 
of its compofition. 

** The cafe is now moft widely diiTerent. 
While your exigence was threatened by wars 
with the moft formidable powers of Europe, 
added to your Indian enemies ; and while you 
coofeftedly owed its prefervation to the icafona- 
ble and vigorous exenions of this government, 
you chafe that fcafun to annihilate its conftiru- 
tional powen. You annihilated the influence 
of its executive tnember— you proclaimed its 
annihilation you virtually called on his af« 
ibcistes to withdraw their fupport from him, 
and they have withdrawn it. BiU you have 
fobiiftuted BO other inftrument of rule in bin 
ftead, uale& you fuppoie that it may exifl^ 
tod can be efiedually cxcicifed, in she body of 
1 your 
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your Council at large } poflefilng no power olf 
motion but an inert fubmilTion to the letter of 
your commands ; which, however neceflary in 
the wife intention of the legiflature, have never 
yet been applied to the eftablilhment of any ori^ 
ginal plan or fyftem of meafures, and feldom 
felt but in inAances of perlbnal favour or per~ 
iboal difpleafure. 

** Under fuch a iituadon, I feel myfelf im-> 
pelled, by the fame fpirit which has hitherto 
animated me to retain my poA againft all the at- 
tempts made to extrude me from it, to adopt 
the contrary line. The fcafon for contention is 
paA. The prefent Aace of affairs is not able to 
bear it. 1 am morally certain, that my fuc- 
ceAbr in this government, whoever he may be, 
will be allowed to poAcfs and cxerciie the necef- 
iary powers of his Aation, with the conAdence 
and fupport of chofe, who, by their choice of 
him, will be intcreAed in his fuccefs. I am be- 
come a burden to the fervice ; and would in- 
Aantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I 
not apprehenfive of creating worfe confe^uences 
by my abrupt removal from it. Such an a6t 
would probably be conAdered, by Mahdayee- 
Sindia, as a deferthni of him in the inAant of 

his 
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his accomplifhmcnt of tbe treaty, and defeat 
the purpofes of it, which remain yet to be ef- 
feded by his agency. I am alfo perfuaded that 
it would be attended with the lofs of the com- 
mander in chief, in whofe prefence alone I look 
for the reftoratton of peace to the Carnatic, 
which he, perhaps, would think too hazardous 
an undertaking with no other fupport than that 
of a broken government. I have now no wilh 
remuning, but to fee the clofe of this calami- 
tous fcene, and for that 1 hope a few months 
will be fufficicnC. My fcrviccs may afterwards 
be fafely withdrawn; but will Hill be due, in 
my conception of what I owe to my firft confti- 
tucnts, until they can be regularly fupplied by 
thofe of my appointed fucceffor, or until his 
fuccedion lhall have been made known, and 
the interval but (horc for his arrival. 

** It therefore remains to perform the duty 
which I had alTigncd to my'Vlf as the final pur- 
pofe of this letter ; to declare, as I now molt 
formally do, that it is my defiie that you will 
be pleafed to obtain the early nomination of a 
perfon to fuccceed me in the governmentof Fort 
William i to declare that it is my intention to 
refign your fcrvicc as loon as 1 can do u with- 
. F 


out 
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out prejudice to your affairs, afwr tht 
ancc of a competent time fot your choice of i 
perfon to fucceed me; and to declare, that if, 
in the intermediate time, you lhall proceed to 
order the reftoration of Rajah Chcyt Sing to 
the Zemindary, from which, by the powers I 
legally poiTefled, and conceive myfclf legally 
bound to aflcrt, againft any fubferjuent autho- 
rity to the contrary derived from the fame com- 
mon fource, he was difpoflciled for crimes Of the 
greated enormity, and your Council lhall re- 
folve to execute the order; I will inftantly give 
up my ftation and the fervice.*' 

However defirous the friends of Mr. Haf- 
tings might have been to retain him in the 
government of Bengal, here was an cartieft re- 
qued from himfelf to be relieved. No ftep 
was taken cither by the Direftors or his. Ma- 
jcfty*s Minillcrs in confcqucnce of it. The 
letter was received in September lad, and the 
following month the Court of Proprietors 
voted him their thanks for his fervices ; to 
which they added, a lequed that he would not 
redgn until the complete redoration of peace in 
India, and the arrangements in confequence of 
it had taken place. 


This 
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was (h« prcclib (ituacion of aSairs wbca 
iJie )ate Houfe of Commons met on the 14th of 
Vovetaher. When the refoiutioo padcd in a thin 
JHEoufe in May 1782 for the recal of Mr. Haf- 
tings, we were at war with the Marattas, with 
Hydcr Ally, the French, and the Dutch. A 
ftrange idea prevailed, that Mr. HaAin^ bad 
forfeited the confidence of the native Princes, 
and that his removal was neccffary, as a Aep 
preparatory to peace. Subfequcnt events ha 4 
proved the fallacy of this opinion. Mr. HaAings 
made the Maratta peace i he relieved the Car- 
natic i Hyder was dead , and a peace had been 
concluded in Europe i Bengal was in a perfnft 
Aate of tranquillity i and the revenues wer^ 
mmuslly improving. 

On the firA day of the fefllion, the nth 
of Noveraber, Mr. Fox mfornied the Houfe, 
that he \\ould open the heads of a bill 
for the government of India on the fol- 
lowing Tuefday. Every pofTib’e exertion 
was made to infure fuccefs to his plan ; a very 
artful pamphlet had been publiflicd, and gene- 
rally diAributed previous to the meeting of 
Parliament, in which the groffcA mifreprefen- 
tation were inferted, in order to prejudice the 
public againll the EaA-India Company and 
F 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings*. The newfpapcrt were well 
fupplied with paragraphs tending to the fame 
end. The St- le£l Committee, a very few days 
after they aflembled, publiihed their Eleventh 
Report without an Appendix. This was in* 
ftantly re-printed by Mr. Debrett, who during 
the fummer had printed the Ninth Report 
alfo; and left the world ihould want an induce* 
ment to read them, they were advertifed as 
containing an account of the condufl of Mr. 
Haftings, and of money acknowledged to have 
been received by him. Thcfe Repoits were 
fent to the prefent Lord Chancellor, amongft 

other Peers, under a blank cover. Is it there- 

• 

fore extraordinary, that feeling an honeft indig- 
nation at a proceeding fo fcandaious, his Lord- 

* A confiderable part of this pamphlet is very much is the 
ftyleof Mr. Fox's fptech v^hesihe opened hit plan. Speaking 
9f the Select Committee, the writer fays, " This Commmee 
** i( compofed of gentlemen of Uie moll unfullicd probity and 
*' firil-rate talenii, whofe knmviedgc of the fubjcQ cannot be 
** queftioned, and whnfe induAry and pcrfevtranct are only to 
** be equalled by their candour and fairnefs. To diAinguiSi 
** individual* without naming the whole, would be invidioue. 
The proceeding* of thti highly refpeflable Committee have 
been always open and public. The tcAimony of witoelTei 
•• ha* been taken in the moA foiemn manner.” 

Thcfe are a few of the compliment* paid to the SeIcA Com- 
mittee , and the author then give* up fome cxtraAs from the 
Jiinth Report, which he Aylc* an *• lAvaluablctdocument,” 

ibi|> 
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ihip fhould have declared, that to fuch Reports 
** he would pay as much attention as to the 
** Adventures of Robtofon Crufoe.” 

On the i8th of November, Mr. Fox, in a 
vety long fpeech, opened his plan. Inftead of at- 
tributing the temporary diftrcfs of theEaft-India 
Company to their true caufes, the American 
war, and the pernicious interference of Miniders, 
which no man formerly reprobated in harfher 
terms than himfclf, he now declared, that our 
misfortunes were owing to the mifmanagement 
of Mr. Haftings in India, and to the fupporc 
which he met with from his agents and depen- 
dents at home. In the courfe of his fpeech, 
he went through all the unfounded charges 
that have been mfinuated in the Reports of the 
Sele& Committee; and after deferibing Mr. 
Haftings as a corrupt, ambitious, and unprin- 
cipled Governor, he moved for leave to bring 
in a bill not to remo\e, not to punifti the Go- 
vernor, but totally to annihilate the privileges 
of his conftituents, for which he alTigned tw’o 
curious reafons ; the one, that the Proprietors 
were become the fervants, of the ftrvants in In- 
dia } the other, that they were unfit, by their 
(onftitutioD, for the management of an cm- 

p'rc. 
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fire. The is one itnongft 
idea^ which are to be found in the Ninth Re- 
port; but to proye the truth of t^ nothing 
}ike the ihadow of an argutnent hai ever yet 
been offered. To mention the eonqueds ac- 
quired during the war by the Eaft-lndia Coni' 
paoy, and the honourabie manner in which 
they have terminated it, would be the com- 
plefed: anfwer that could poflibly be given to 
the fecond affcrtion. During the many difeuf- 
Sons chat this famous bill received in the Houfe 
of Commons, Mr. h'ox and his friends varied 
their ground very often. They explained away, 
in (bme meafure, what had been faid of the 
bankruptcy of the Company. It had been 
Rated in all the uewfpapers that Mr. Foa df- 
tlared, we had but three millions two hundred 
tboufand pounds to pay a debt of above eleven 
millions. This funk the Hock near hfteen 
per cent, in one day. 

It is impoCfible not to take notice of a very 
curious circumflance which pa0rd on the day 
the bill was read a fecond titne; Mr. Foxdif* 
puted the items of the Company's account, ar- 
ticle by article, in the moil ingeniaua and rs- 
fprtaiftmg fpeech I ever heard. The Comply 
4 had 
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bud ^ted* the amount of thoircaib, bonds, and 
m>r(s, to be above (ix buodrcd thoufand pounds, 
then Ijfing fn their Treafury in Leadenhall 
Stteef. 

After a few items more, there was the fol- 
lowing ** Silver remaining in the Treafury for 
** exportarion — one 'thoufand and ninety 
*• pounds.” There cannot be a greater proof 
of the advantage acquired by this nation, 
from the acqirifition of Bengal, than the 
following: — That from the commencement 
of the prefent century to the year 1764, 
the average of fihtr exported was near 
400,000!. each year; but from 1764 to the 
prefent time, it is a mere trifle. A confidera- 
We quantity of fjiecie has been brought into 
the kingdom from India fince i7r'4. But how 
did Mr. Fox turn this ^ He appeared totally to 
forget the former fum of cafli in the Treafury, 
fix hundred thoufand pounds, and obferved, 
** The next kern was, fdver remaining in the 
“Treafury, 1090I. The only notice which he 
•* meant to take of this article was, to declare 
" his afionkhment, or, rather indeed, not his 
“ allonilhmenc, but to point ft our as a fafl 
“ which proved his ftatement of their finances 


« to 
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** to be right. After enumerating their milKonf 
** afloat, their miilions in the warehoules, they 
** came to the calculation of their fpecie, and it 
amounted to the fum of 1090I. This re* 
** minded him of an article in one of our Great 
** Bard's bcft plays, where, fpeaking of one of 
“ his bcft charaffers, it is faid, * So much for 
** fack — fo much for fugar — fo much for 
** burnt hock — fo much for this, and fo much 
“ for that; but for the folid, the fubftantial, 
** the ftalF of life — bread, one halfpenny.* So 
** it was with this flourifhing Company : they 
** had millions of goods, of bonds, of debu ; 
** but of filver they had one folitary thoufand 
** pounds.” 

This remark was received with the ftrongeft 
flgns of approbation in the Houfe : it was re- 
peated in every ne\sl]>apcr the following day; 
and I am fure the firft imprcflion the Public 
received was, that the Company’s Treafury 
contained but a folitary thoufand pounds on the 
aSth of November laft. 

The preamble of Mr. Fox’s bill runs thus ; 
** Whereas diforders of an alarming nature and 
** magnitude have long prevailed, and do ftill 
** continue and inereejt^ in the managemenc of 

** the 
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** di6 terrifocial {loffeiliooSy the revenues^ and 
** commerce of this kingdom in the Eaft In- 
** dies, by means whereof the profpericy of 
the natives bath been greatly dimtoilhed, and 
*' the valuable interefts of this nation, in the 
” laid territorial revenues. See. have been ma- 
** terially impaired, emd would fall info utter 
m«, if an immediate and fitting remedy 
“ were not provided.’* The arguments of Mr. 
Fox and his friends inttrely coincided with the 
fpirit of this preamble”^. Mr. Haftings and 
Sir Eyre Coote were declared not to wiih for 
peace. i-They perfecuted the excellent Lord 
Macartney, becaufe he was dcfirous of accom* 
plilbing it. God only knev' whether that no* 
ble Lord had not Ihared the fate of Lord Pigot. 
It was doubtful whether India could be faved at 
all, or peace refiored ; but it was only to be 


* Mr. Fox. " The feeds ofwarn ere alruJy fo «n in India / 
ind a note left by Sir Eyre Coote, a naan who defervrd every 
poflible pratfe, indepeadcot of bu galiaac acuou, afforded 
aUiming proofs of it.” 

i Mr. Fox. ” Did the Houfc know of the difputes in our 
Prefidcitcies ? That Lord Macartney, that great and exalted 
.man, the only man who paid obedience to hi* conftituaut, 
was at this loftant perhaps removed, contined, perhaps coma 
to the fate df Lord Pigot’” — Vide Debrett’s Debates for 
Nomnber, rrljr P«8«* eSoond lys. 

G effcfled. 
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cfTedbedj if poffible to be cifeAed, by ao imnX* 
diate change of fyftenaj and therefore ibe bill 
ought to pafs without delay. This was the lan- 
guage of its fupporters ; and when, happily for 
the nation, it was thrown out, they prefented 
an addrefs to the Throne, in which they fay, 
“ That the diforders prevailing in the Eaft In- 
** dies call aloud for injiant reformation." 

On the fame day that Mr. Fox moved for 
leave to bring in his bill, a packet failed from 
Bengal, conveying to us the fulleft proofs that 
the (late of India was at that time the very re* 
verfe of what it had been reprefented, and 
that the only difficulties the Government of 
Bengal laboured under were occafioned by the 
abfurd conduft of His Majefty’s Minifters 
at home. We learnt that on the 18th of 
November the Carnatic had been nearly evacua- 
ted } that the conditions of the peace with the 
Marattas had been faithfully executed on both 
fiJes ; that wc had concluded an eventual treaty 
with them, in order to compel Tippoo Sulcaun 
to accept of reafonable terms ; and that the 
only objcfl: of concluding that treaty was to ac- 
celerate the peace with him. Thar our army had 
been conliderably reduced, and that farther re- 
I duAions 
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dufHons were deteranned upon at foon as our 
foreign detachments Ihouid reach Bengal. That 
the Supreme Council, though highly difapprov; 
ing the conduft of Lord Macartney, had deter> 
mined to await the declfion of the Court of Di* 
redtois. This was the actual fituation of affairs in 
India at the moment the late Miniftry propofed 
fo violent a meafure. Subfequent advices have 
been flill more favourable ^ and there is not a 
man of common underftanding in England who 
muft not fee that the preamble of the India 
bill was founded in mifinfbrmation, or that His 
Majcfty’s late Minifters w'ere determined to ex- 
aggerate the diflrelTcs they had themfelves crea- 
ted, in order to feizcd the patronage and property 
of the Eaft-lndia Company for their own Ircu- 
rity. That we have participated in the calami- 
ties which have nearly overn helmed this coun- 
try is certain •— That the prodigious efforts made 
by France to difpoflcfs us of India, could not 
have been fo fuccefsfully repelled without great 
and enormous expencet, no man will doubt — 
That in fo long a war, foroe individuals muft 
have acquired money is true ; but what propor- 
tion do the fortunes lately gained in India bear 
to the acquiCtions of individuals in England 
G 2 during 
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during the Unfortunate American war i Yet it 
was the fiifltion, hlf winter, for Mr. Fox and 
his friends to hurl the thunder of tbeir elo- 
cjuence at the devoted Eaft>lndia Company. 

If any impartial man examines the funds of the 
Company, I am fare he will form a patriotic 
wifh, that this nation may have as fair a profpeft 
of being extricated out of all her difficulties as 
the Eafl'Jndia Company has at the prefent 
moment. 

The India bill palled the Houfe of Commons 
by a prodigious majority. — • Mr. Macdonald 
very flirewdly obferved, that to carry this enor- 
mous defign through, three different grounds 
had been laid on three different days. On the 
firft day, it was the fuppofed tnifeonduA of Mr. 
Haftings : on the fecond, the fuppoied bank* 
mptcy of the Company j and on the third, a 
radical defedl in the prelent fyftem. 

Lord John Cavendilh afferted, ** that the bill 
** was fuch a meafure as the fituaiion of affairs 
** required. Nobody but a child, or a trifler, 
would think of continuing the prefent conftt- 
tution of the India Company.'* I have too 
good an opinion of the integrity and honour of 
Lord John CarendUh, to foppofe he would 

have 
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facve mfeile fueh a declarad(m> untefi he' hill 
been convinced at the time of the truth of if. 
The fame obfervation 1 ap^f to the oth» 
gentlemen who fupported it; but it is now 
proved, beyond contradidion, that the Hcmfe 
and the Public were egrcgioufly milled, itoce 
every (hip that has arrived from India during 
the fommcr, has brought full and complete 
proof, that our affairs, fo far from being in 
danger of falling into ** utter ruin^* are in ft 
fiate of profpericy, which far exceeds the hopes 
of the moft (anguine of our well wilhbra. 

In the Houfe of Lords, the fame arguments 
that had been fo fuccefsfully urged in the 
Houfe of Commons were repeated, but with 
very different cffcd. The Company were pa< 
tiently heard by their Counfel, and they proved 
to the fatisfadion of every impartial man, that 
the preamble of the bill was totally unfounded. 
The fupport the bill met with was exceedingly 
feeble ; but the fpeeches of the Duke of Rich> 
mond. Lords Thurlow, Camden, 'Walffngham, 
and other noble Lords, in reprobation of fuch 
a fyftem as the bill went to eifablilh, effec- 
tually convinced the Houfe and the Public, 
that they had been hitherto groftly dcc^ved. 

The 
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The Lord Chancellor in particular* tnoft happiljr 
expofed the abfurdity and the iniquity of 
punifhing the Company, for the aliedged mif- 
condu<^ of Mr. Haftings, and fairly declared, 
that it would be fcandalous in the higheft de- 
gree to permit Mr. Haftings to efcape if he 
was guilty, or to brand him with the name of 
delinquent if innocent. If Mr. Haftings, or 
his friends in his ablence, had ever deprecated 
the vengeance of his opponents, if they had 
hargained for bis Jafety by continuing to ftand 
neuter at this critical moment, there might have 
been fame ground to fuppofe, that his condufi 
would not bear a ferutiny } but this was fo far 
from being the cafe, that Mr. Haftings has 
faid, if I have violated the national faith, no 
** punilhment Ihort of death can atone for the 
injury which the intereft and credit of the 
State has fultained This is the lan- 
guage 

* Many are the honourable teAimoniea of efleem and re- 
gard which Mr. Haftingi bat rcceircd from gentlemen who 
are utter ftrangert to him, and totally uaconncfled with the 
politictof India, The folioning mush-admircd paflTagei are 
cxtra£ted from the letter* of Mr. Day to Mr. Burke, pub* 
lifhed under the fignature of Manut. 

I muft coufefs It finkes me with no little idea “ of the in- 
conftaney of humaa greaxaefr, and the Aupendou* rerolu- 


tiont 
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guage of Mr. Haftings in India } the language 
of his friends in England has been the fame ; 
Mr. Fox, if be realty thought Haftings 
** an ufurper and a fcourge to manlund, a 

** cruel 

" itoat that hare happened in our age of wonder*, ** when Z 
lee a fet of nen, who hare juft loft Thiiteea Prortnces, fitting 
in judgement upon, and dtlpofieffing thofe, who hare added 
to the Britifti empire *81,411 Iquare miles, which form a 
territory larger than any European dominion, Ruffia and 
Turkey excepted." Whatever may be now advanced by inte* 
tend or malevolence about the crimes or incapacity of the 
Company’s Icrvantr, is amply confuted by the unexaggerated 
detail of events. What fttonger evidence can be given of the 
folid bafis upon vibieh any human power is founded, than its 
capacity to refill and triumph over the mightieft anacks * Thia 
even, exctufively, is the b^ of the Ball' India Company. 
With every difadvmtage of difficulty and difiance, it hat 
prevailed not only over the feeble oppolition of Afiatic Prin- 
ces, but over all the efforts of one of the moft politic and war- 
like nations in the univcrfe. Could this have been clTcflcd 
without a fpirit both of counfcl and of enrerprife * No j 
whatever may be the reprefentations of parliamentary oratora, 
the world at large will refute the wild and chimerical accufa- 
tion. Whatever may be the demerits of the Company, what- 
ever the catalugue of its crimes, the comparative fencs of us 
hlinifters may certainty vie with that of any modern govern- 
anent in Europe. It has undoubtedly produced warriors of 
intrepid minds, and heroes of immortal fame, chiefs that 
have dared in their employers' and country’s caufe, all that 
men can dare, that have executed every thing which the 
prefeat colleagues of Mr. Burke iave fMled to do- Even 
now, '* on evil days, though fallen, and evil tongues,” it 
can boafi of charClcrs that would do honnur to any nation ; 
the foremoft of whom is that very culprit that feems fingly 
hke an define lod upon a noble edifice, to have protefled 

the 
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crael and a defperate traii> whom from bis 
** heart and foul he dctcfted and execrated *,’* 
has stated, as a public man, moft unwairanta* 
bly. The honour of the nation is concerned 
not to permit an ufurper to efcape with impu- 
nity, and fupported by fo powerful a majority 
SM Mr. Fox lately was, if he could have fub- 
ilantiated a fingle charge againft Mr. Haftings, 
he could have removed him inftantly by bill. 
To fay that Mr. Haftings had an influence in 
Parliament to bear him up aga'iQft the eloquence 
and power of Mr. Fox, if he had been a 
** notorious delinquent/* would be to impofe 
upon mankind. During the madnefs of the 
Rockingham Adminiftration, when the Houle 
of Commons pafled a refolution, tl at it 
“ was the duty of the Diredlors to rccal Mr. 
** Haftings /’ no gentleman offered to divide 
the Houfe, and the obftrvations made upon 

the buildmg beneath, while he attrafti the fur) of the tern- 
]icftapon hinirdf. Ytteven he, *'(cathcd’’ at hi may ap- 
pear, With all the lightning! of parliameniiry Tciigcanrc, 
wor ailu the mercy, nor deprecate! the ragi of hu accufett 
iie tt ready to leave the throne of half thi Eaft, in order to 
men their impeachmenn ; he bide thim take hit life, if aay 
ihiag worthy of death fball he found in hw cundufti aor 
'dareliit moll iavettfate ei'ViCf accept the offer. 

* Mr. Fox’! fpecdi, Occ. 17, tySj.^-Debrett s Debater, 

voi.xn. 
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occ|fioa> were firft by Governor Johnftone, 
rhac if Mtniftere were determined to remove 
him, they did not go the right way to do it ; 
and next by the worthy member for Camer> 
bury, who (aid, that the Houfe was rather 
thin (/orty-thiee members prefent) confider- 
Ing the great importance of the refolution. 
What acceflion of iotereft or iofiaence had Mr. 
Haftings acquired in twenty months, that 
fliould fupport him in the fame Houfe of Com- 
mons, againft fuch an hoft of able and power- 
ful opponents ? The fad is, he was defended 
by the people of England, who had fenie 
enough to fee through the arts that were prac- 
tifed to depreciate the charaftcr of the man who 
has preferved every thing in Alia, while in other 
quarters of the globe we have loft every thing ; 
and who aiked no other favour from the late 
Mintfters, than to be brought before fome tri- 
bunal, where he could be permitted to defend 
himfelf. During the progrefs of the bill 
through the Houfe of Commons, many efifbrts 
were made to cfFcd this, and particularly by 
Governor Johnftone, who declared, repeatedly, 
that the foundation of the bill being built on 
the pretended mifeondud of Mr. Haftings, it 

H was 
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w«ti M anjuft «» U w«| MC t9 Miig 
$^WV^ /peciBc «^gf4 figaii^ thtt pan^ 
49^q. 4U ms afiart^ w«c suin* for Mr« F<me 
4^9Ptinue4 to dadare. that tint flMriia or d»> 
merits of Mr. .Hdliogs wcN not cb«o • 
of coaikkra^ioai but vbea the„fiMne 
liae was ukca in the Hoofe of I^Mds hjr 
ooe Qohle Peer } the preient X«rd Chancellor 
declared, as in tnith and juiUce he wis 
bound cp do, that it would be ianpoffible to 
difeu^ the bill wiihottt eptering foUy inio the 

merit or mifcondudl of Mr. HaftiogSi the coor 
iequence was, that Lord WalBoghatn's reply 
to the r^xeches of Lords Carltfk, and Sandwich, 
.was a moil complete refvwioo of every thing 
that had been laid rdsaivc to Beiiarcs, Oad, and 
^variety of fubje^ wldcb bad been partially i»- 
vedigateci in the Reports of thcSeledCcsowtittee. 
Hot an argument uh;d by the noble Lords who 
c^o&d the bill, was anfweicd, or even an at* 
tempt made to ivply to iheir ot^edions. 

Ail that had been faid of the bankruptcy of 
the Company, of the mifeondud of Mr. Haf> 
tings, of the cabals and intrigues between the 
iencants in India and their dependents in £og* 
land, moft happily mifled its efbd. The biM 
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'in*4dStfv«diyl4iit Mitfinrydiiy, eWry hour* 
tttegt ctu^ilWMitdthe <nin< of my<Ha»H that 
the i^hrtioM taude by thofe who fupptined the 
bill had nafooddatioar in fa&, that they u'ire 
avtfitdljr calculated to catch the prejudices of the* 
isotMUr, with the hope dtat a mcafure, big with 
fuch important confequencea to our happy con- 
fittution, would have paflcd, before the Public 
were ienfible of ita pemiciout effeAs. 

When Mr. Fox prapoftd the bill, we laboured 
under every poffiblc difadvantage. Our Chair- 
nun, who was bound to be our protcdlor, was 
one of the feven Coroontffioners, and wu to 
haw rifea upon the ruhr of the Company. — If 
he thooght the bill a good one, be was right to 
fuppoft it ; but from the moment he took that 
line, he Ihoold have dilqualified it was nor, 
Aowe wf, till the iwcnd reauhng that he quitted 
the direftioia Ir was wkh difiicultj we could 
praeuK the inierckm (tf* any articles in the daily 
pep er a (one excepted) which tended to diiprove 
the Aagrant fdfehoods chat were hourly circu> 
luing. But when dir bill was before the Houfe 
of Peeiv our repnieaeaamif began to have fame ' 
eSieft t and I< defire dn mofi; pr^diced party 
man in Ea^nd to contradi& me if he can, 
H t when 
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when I aflert, diat every letter received from 
India in the courfe of. the prefeot year, lias fully 
juftiBed the ftacements.we laid before the Public. 

The bill was thrown out by the Lords on the 
17th of December, and the change of Miniilry 
followed. In the firft tumult that fucceeded 
this cveqt, wc now and then heard of Mr. Haf- 
tings, and of India. The former was ftated to 
be an ufurper, bur upon what ground I know 
not. If the gentlemen who report Mr. Pox’s 
fpeecbes are accurate, he has decidedly 
affirmed, “ chat India would be loll without 
inftant reformation : Thirty millions of in* 
nocent people were groaning under every 
fpecies of oppreflion, and fecret influence had 
dcflroyed the ftrongeft Adminiftration this coun- 
try had ever been blcflcd with.” Thefe fubje^ls, 
however, were ycry foon abandoned for others 
of infinitely greater importance to the late Ad* 
miniflration. But at length the Parliament was 
diflblved, without any plan for the government 
of India being adopted : and here again I muft 
obferve, how unfortunate His Majefty's late k^* 
niflers were in their predidions laft year. It 
was declared, that without the inftant adt^tioo of 
ibine plan, India would be loft ; a bill muft pafi 
before February, and perhaps all the expedition 

they 
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SihfifeouMuA! would Bot lave dutcountrf. Hwe 
BoecvaiRj ooiverlalljr known, now moft com- 
pletdy proved, how fitUactous and unfounded 
thde apprehefifions were. Peace is completely 
reftored, retrenchments have been made, and 
rite revenues greatly improved; where then is 
** chat utter nun,** in which, according to the 
preamble, we were to be involved, “ if an im> 
** mediate and fitting remedy was not pro- 
vided.*! 

While the bill, that has lately paficd for the 
better government of India, was under difinif- 
fion, much was faid of the condud of Mr. 
Haftings, and the influence he had acquired in 
this kingdom ; his difobedience of orders, and 
contempt of fuperior authority, were frequently 
mentioned. 

With reiped to Mr. Hafiings’s influence in 
England, whatever may be the degree of it, 1 
can fafely afier, that h has been fairly and ho- 
nourably acquired, and that he may glory in it| 
that there never was a man in a public fiatioo, 
fa totally unconnected with the parties which 
divide this kingdom as Mr. Haftings is, that 
he has neither courted Mr. Fox, nor Mr. Pitt, 
pnd all he has ever required has been, fairly and 

openly 
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<^nl/ fia be fuppoited if he define fu^wreiltiP 
to berec^led if thought unworthy of coufidoicef 
Ik has never (ought to p^eferve his ftstKwt tqr 
cabal and intrigue, and. has ever held that bold|,i 
decided language in Bengal, which every, mao a£ 
ipirit inuft efteem him for. That Me. Haftiogt 
hat, by corruption, by bribery, or by any meant 
whatever that would degrade the ehanAer o£ 
a gentleman, obtained influence any kind til 
England, I foleoinly deny ; — not a (hadow of ft 
proof has been offered to convince the world, 
that he has refoned to fuch bafe tneani of flip- 
port. Two or three very good things bdeet^ 
have been fatd, as to die number of Indiana 
now in Farliamenc, but 1 have proved, that 
there were precifety the flunc number in the laft» 
the only diflerence is, that the balance w«i ches 
in favoor of Mr. Fox, aod now it is on the fide 
of hir. Pitt. It has alio been wini^ ob&rvod^ 
ritat the Treafury Bench was under tbv India 
Bench in the laft feflion, but beiVr agsift, 1 eanx 
not bdp rccoUefking, than 1 have 6en Generali 
Smith, Captain Sir Henry Fletcher, and Mr* 
Jacob WUkinibn upon that Bench, and Icaonoft 
help thinking, that Mr. George Vanfitnurt^ Cov 
lonel Call, and rnyfirlf, vrare at well ioodack 

to 
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10 alltikofe as iSk gendemm who 

occnpied'iirm. ’ 

Mr^^Haftiaga has bon aecafed, iA> general 
taniM^ of difi)bc 4 ieoce of orden, and Mr. Fox 
attributed the wart in India to Ins difiegard of 
die iaftrudriona he recnred from home t •*-. but 
^om this chaige Mr. Dundas moft com^ete^ 
defended him, hy proving, dut whedter do 
Maratta war waa politic or not, fo far as Mh 
Haftiogii anu concerned in ir, he was fully judi- 
fied by die expreia orders of the Court of Di* 
ceAors, — > and he might have gone farther, fot 
thofe orders had the exprefi Ikadson of his 
Majefty's Miniftefs ; diough one fet of gentle* 
men appear now to be totally ignorant, not 
cidy of this drcumllance, bm of the very im* 
portaot intdligeflce tranfinined to Bengal by 
Mr. Elliot and inferted in the AppeVidix to 
the Sxth Report of the Seciec Committee. <*> 
1 have already detailed the events which gave 
rife to the Rohilla war in 1773, and it was 
coouneaced, and ended in fix months. Thefe 
arc the only.boftUicies in which we have borne 
a part in Bengal during the laft twenty years,*— 
but a (Iranger, who was to read the late parlia- 
mentary debates, would really fuppole we had 
• been 
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been engpig^ in perp^al war in Bengal • 
though in truth, at no period of the modem 
htftoey of Indofian, has that countrjr mjojred 
fo long a peace, as fince the Engltlh actpiiitd 
the. government. 

It wasaflerted*, that Mr. Haftings dilbbeyed 
m peremptory order for the rcftoration of Qieyt 
Sing; but no orders of this kind ever were 
fent i and abfurd, and mad I might almofi iay, 
as the condud of the late Minifters, with refpeft 
to India, has been, I can fcarccly conceive it 
ever was in contemplation to reftore him. 
The whole 'of 'the proceeding relative to Cheyt 
Sing was (Iridly confonant to the conftitution 
of the government under winch he lived. ->He 
has been ranked here among!! the native princes 
of India, but his family owed its confequence 
entirely ro the Englilfa. His father, Bulwanc 
Sing, was originally a petty zemindar in the 
diftrid of Juanpore, and paid about four thou- 
fand rupees a year to the government : he then 
became colledkor or farmer of a diftrid under 
his ibvereign Sujah Dowlah, and at length was 
appointed the colIeAor of Benares. — In this 

* Mr. Fox'i ffcech, iSth of ]uly« 


(ituation 
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iitdation we found him when Sujah Dowlah was 
inarching to invade Bengal. — We protefted 
him againfl; the vengeance of his Sovereign in 
1764, and he was confirmed in the zemindaiy, 
by the treaty of Allahabad, in 176^. — From 
that time to the day the fovereignty of Benares 
was transferred to the Company, Sujah Dowlah 
required military afllftance from Bulwant Sing 
and his Ton Cheyc Sing, whenever his forces 
took the field, and he received it *. — We 
made a fimilar demand when the war broke out 
with France, and Cheyt Sing promifed to com- 
ply with it.— That he evaded his promife I at- 
tribute entirely to the dilfentions in our councils 
and his expe^ation of a change in the govern- 
ment. 

In this bufinels of Cheyt Sing there is a 
circumfiance that, I confefs, furprifes me ex- 
ceedingly, which is this ; The gentlemen who 
have argued upon It feem totally to forget that 
the demand of money bad been made three fuc- 
celTive years previous to the infurreftion, ami 
compliance enforced by military execution. — 

* For praof of thit, fee the evidence given by Cdoael 
Marker to the Seleft Committee in 17S1, long before the 
InruncAion at Bcbsrj. 
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A ve^ detail of each je4r|a .pro* 

ceedings was tranlimitted to England in tripli- 
cate. Did his Majeft^'s late Miniitcrs, or did 
one gentleman in the direflion ever give an 
opinion that Mr. I^aftings and hjs council had 
violated the national f^ith by decoding, on cho 
^art of the Company, mitil^ary aflillance froqi 
their valTal Cheyt Sing ? — Certainly ^hey di^ 
nor, nor was fuch an idea ever entertained till 
it became the fafhion to decry the char^flcr of 
h^r. Haftings. — Yet Mr. Gregory ar^d Sir 
Henry Fletcher were in the direftioo fit the 
period when the dttnajrads were mad.c, and tb,c 
confcq^ucnces commvinicated. Lord iS^ortb was 
the Minifter, too, at the time. — • Shall 
gentlemen be cxcufcd for their conduft, and 
(hall Mr. Haftings now be calumniated ? He 
and his Council aded right. — As guardians of 
the Britifti inteteft m India, they demanded 
what, in their idea, was the Company’s right ; 
but if there were men in office in England of a 
different opinion, as it fperos thcfc were ^ 
their fubfequent condud, they |te cruntoal 
in not protefting againft a meafure which was 
deemed a violation of the national faith. 

Tbe 
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Thtf'ot^irlf inftahcfcs’of difot^icoce 0 ^ orders* 
WhKh hSrfcbeeif quoted were' tfi‘e not fending* 
Mr. BHrtSftW to* C>£ia’aiid‘'Mr. Fowke to Be- 


nares/ — Is there a mah of common fehfe in ' 
E^gjtind Avho can now enmtai’ii a idoubt upon ' 
tRis fubjeA ^ Tkefe gentlemen were made the ‘ 
inftruments of" a party, arid Mr.' Pitt may as ’ 
fnriy be accnlcd of crtmihality for not kceping"^^ 
Mr. Sheridan or Mr. Richard Burke in the* 
Treafury, as' Mr. HaftlngS has been for de- 
clining to fend Mr. Briftow and Mr, Fowke 
td'Beiiarbs aild Oud, at the moment when 
eiety newfpaper in Indoftaii contained accounts ' 
tl&r thefe appointments were made in confe- 
qvftnee of a dccerminttfon at home to difmifs 
Mt. Haliings, and that his difminion might 
hdtirty be 'expected. — I Cohfefs the idea is fo ' 
repug^nant to common ferife, of continuing a 
man at the head of an empire, and refufing him 
at'thfc fame time the privilege of appointing' 
thofe'^Rrho are to ftll the Hrft political Itations ' 
in It, that I am aftoniihed how a gentleman 
of* Mir. Fdx*s talents can take that ground. — 
Mi^r 'Ha^iiigil Bated it fairly in Bengal. ~ 
The bill lately palled has Bated It fairly too.^ 
Ob^ehce to orders is pofitively injoined^— • but 

1 a in 
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in inftances where orders arc difobeyed, the 
proof of the ncccflity for fuch difobedience 
muft be full, or punifliment will follow. — 
Such was the language of Mr. Haftings. — 
He never expected a repetition of the orders 
relative to Mr. Briftovv and Mr. Fow ke. — 
He afligned his reafons for afting as he had 
done, and, if they were not fatisfaftory, he 
expedted difnidlon himfclf. 

Critical, indeed, was our fituatton when this 
bufinefs was agitated. The CarnatiC had juft 
been invaded : The peace w ith the Marattas 
was nor concluded , a French armament was on 
its way to India j and Sir Ejre Coote, with a 
large reinforcement, was on the point of pro- 
ceeding to Madras. At this moment, Mr. Fran- 
cis propofed that Mr. Briftovv ftiouid be fent to 
Oud, agreeable to the order of the Diicctors. 
J defy anv man living to controvert the reafons 
afligned by Mr. Haftings for refuflng to carry 
the order then inro execution. Sir Kj re Coote 
equally ic't the impolicy of the meafure, but 
he had committed himfelf, and therefore agreed 
to it, wifhing Mr. Haftings to adopt fomc 
plan that Ihould tend to prevent any bad cf- 
fedts from the appointment. Our fituation 

growing 
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growing more defpcrate in India, Mr. Haft- 
ings recalled both Mr. Bnftow and Mr. Fowke. 
Ic was hard to bring him to a perfonal contcft 
with two junior fervants t>f the Company. 
Surely in the fituations they Hlled, it was fufti- 
cient to fay, that having been fent there by his 
opponents, when party was at the higheft in 
Bengal, they could not be fuppofed to be his 
particular choice, though he withed to do them 
no injury, and was dcfirous of employing them 
«n any other line. — The intelligence of the re^ 
moval of thefe gentlemen, arrived in England at 
the very tjiue- when we were reafunabJy alarm- 
ed by the prodigious efforts whuh France was 
making to difpolTcfs us of India. Lord North 
was then the Miniftcr, and Mr. Suluan the 
Chairman of the Direi^tors. They had too much 
good fenfe to ihiiik of weakening the Govern' 
ment of Bengal, at that critical momci'.:, by 
agiracing a (K‘r/bnal c^ueiiion. Buc though the 
ftate of India became ftiil more de.pcratc, 
when the Kockmgham Adminiftraiion came 
in, yet the Select Cunmitice, and a bare 
majority of the Directors, cordially co ope- 
rated in bringing forward escry nivafurc that 
rauld diiTunillt the cicdit of the Government 

* PcvCtiib.i, t I. 
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of' Bniga), or vreakCn'iti exertions' fWAit' 
poUit ferrice. While* Mr. BurfctJ' dfd' int‘ tRfc^ 
himourto examine me' oft thfr birlindft'ofMri- 
Bnftow- and Mt*. Fowke; Mf. Gregory xhdSir^ 
Hdnry Fletcher welt ordering their reftdiftitforii 
and cenfurtng the cortduft of Mr. HaftHtgi in ‘ 
the hwfteft' language; I think* Mr. Fox 'once ’ 
obferved, dUringithe late^^'ir, that Lord Korrii 
and Lord- Sandtrich cotild nOI do thebuHneft 'of > 
France more cStftdally than they did» hadihef ' 
been bribed tothefervice.^ I am fure I can ap- 
ply^ thfj remark to the tondudV of the Rocking-' 
ham Admmfftnirion, refpefting 'India in 178a. 

It has' been infinaated, that 'Mr. ' 

motire for dHbbeying the orders of the Coart of ’ 
Direiidrs*/ was 'in -order to ftrehgihen hhf Piri ' 
liaraentarjr-inreteft at hottvt/by providing fof' 
Gentlemen who had great and powerfol cejlfteC-' 
tiora here; but furcly thete new was a mdre"’ 
unfoimded xrharge than this is. Mr. Bdftow's ' 
conneftiom in England • were very povtrcrftd. 
Hrfaad two near relitiorts in Parliament, Lord ' 
W^ftcote and- thelate Gentrat Frafer. ‘ He wai ’ 
patronized hy Lord 'North’s Admiftiftrafioe. ‘ 
Mr. Middfetou, on the other hand, -was fcArceff^* 
known in England except to Mr, Gregory; ' 

who 
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;ffbo had taken |b hQftile a part againft -the 
,Qpveraor<rGeoeral : Mr. Briftow came out at 41 
jime when hk Lordihip wras deiirous of fup. 
jporcmg the Govcrflor>Geoeral. If Mr. Hail* 
ings hfid iludied to ftrengthcn his own inte> 
x^ft homca he could not have done it more 
ei&dually than bypacronizit^ Mr. Brtftow. 

Mr. JFowke was neatly related to Gentlfiaaea 
with whom Mr. had pafied the eady 

part.of h's life. It was neither for bis uiteseH, 
nor his cafe to remove hhn, oor was it psobabla 
that be would be in a hiuation to want the 
Icfvice of Mr. Markham's friends in England : 
That Gentleman had been his private lecretary ; 
he thought him the bcA quatiBed far the refi- 
dency pf Benares, at the very critical minute in 
which he appointed him : but furely any candid 
man, whoconfidera the cafe, >vUl be convinced 
tl^t Mr. Hailings neither afted from motives of 
enmity to Mr. Fowke, nor in order to infure 
the good offices of the Arcbbifhop of York in 
Qre^t Bricatp. 1 do not know a finglc b- 
dance in which Mr. Hadiftgs baa attended either 
the mthnn gratihcacion of perfonal relent*, 
mem, or to the eftablilhmcnt of a powetfiil 
intcreil in Engird, by the diQiolat of patro- 
nage 
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nage in India. If tke conda& and eharaAm 
of the civil, and military fervants who have been 
peculiarly employed by him, are ferutinized, it 
will be found that no man in a public ftation, 
has been more fortunate in diftlnguilhing and 
employing in the public fervice men of honour 
and abilities than Mr. Haftings ; and that he has 
never been at the pains to enquire whether their 
connexions in England were powerful or not *. 
It is the peculiar fate of Mr. Haflings to be ac- 
cufed by one fet of men, of wafting the public 
money for private piirpofes, and by another, of 
being totally inattentive to the recommendations 
of thofe who have the power of fupporting him 
at home. 

In the courfe of the proceedings in Parliament 
on India affairs, the tirms ufurper and delin* 
queue ha%e been applied to Mr. Haftings i and 

Mr. 


* To prow tins 1 coold bring many inflancci. Mr. Shore 

it one of tike number , that Gentleman ir called by Mr Burke 
a “ Creature of the Governor General,** beeaufe he was the 
leading member in the maoegement of die Revenue of Bengri, 
during the aUence of Mr. David Anderfon. But the truth ii, 
that Mr. Shore had slwayi lived in foeiai intimacy with Mr. 
Tnncif, and wae pattonited by Mr. Haftmgt, from thehi]^ 
opinion he enterraiaed of hu abtlniei in the Revenue Line, 
without the fmallell regard to hu political opiniont, orconarc. 
traini. 
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Mr. Duttdas in particular, has been called upon 
to proceed againit him as a delinquent. I could 
wiQi the public would attend to a curious fad, 
which that gentleman dated in the mod diced 
and manly terms. He faid, there were gen- 
tlemen prefent, who knew that he had been 
applied to formerly, to proceed againd Mr. 
Hadings as a delinquent, but that he had pe- 
remtorily refufed to do fo ; and for the bed tea* 
fon in the world, becaufe he did not believe Mr. 
Hadings was a delinquent, nor had he ever 
thought him one: That he prepolcd his remo- 
val, from an opinion that he had forfeited, the 
confidence of the native Princes of India, and 
that it was necedary, as a dep preparatory to 
peace. — I can aver, that this is no new idea of 
Mr. Dundas j for, upon a former occaiion, 
while the Marratta peace was depending, he de- 
clared his intention of removing Mr. Hadings 
by bill ; but he exprefsiy dated, that it was 
upon the idea of its being a meafure of expe- 
diency, and not from an opinion of his delin- 
quency. Itis very necedary this circumdancc, 
fliould be attended to, becaufe a party in this 
country have wifbej to fpeak of the two Com- 
mittees, as if they perfeftly coincided in their 
K fentimentt 



f ] 

fcntiments of Mr. Haftings, yet nothing can 
be more dii&mikr than their opinions, and 
their condudt. Every thing that Mr. Dundas 
thought Mr. Hadings could not do, he has 
a&ually accomplilbed, in fpite of the obftroc- 
tions which were thrown in his way, by the 
miferable politics of thb country ; fo that every 
caufe of objeiftion to Mr. Haftings is removed, 
and it is no difcredit to Mr. Dundas, to acknow- 
ledge that he was miftaken, or, that though his 
reports are fair and impartial, the conclulions 
he drew from them are contradicted by fubfe- 
quent events. 

But the Reports of the SeleCt Committee go 
upon very different ground; they certainly 
were intended to fix a very great degree of cri- 
minality upon Mr. Haftings. The ef&nce of 
all theie Reports is contained in Mr. Burke's 
primed fjK.cch of the 2 d of December laft, in 
which that gentleman fairly and fully appealed 
to the tribunal of the Public, and before the 
fame refpeCtablc tribunal I alfo appeared.— To 
mere declamation 1 cannot reply *, but when por 
fitive affertions are made, they are capable of 
proof, or contradiStioa. I have proved, by faA» 
which arc not to be controverted, that Mr. BuHto 

has 
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hit a great variety of fubjeflt ; amongft 

the itft iQay be mentioned ** The RohiUa War i’* 

** the Maratta War;** ** Mr. Haftingt’s Treat- 
ment of the Mogul/' ** (he Vizier, ** the Begums 
of Oud Difobedience of Orders Manage- 
ment of the Revenues ; the Opium Contrafk } 
and " the Bullock Concrtfl :** I have fully re- 
plied to,and I have fully refuted all thcfe charges: 
though it is a peculiar hardlhip attending Mr» , 
Hafiings, that while the mod powerful, and the 
ahleft men in this kingdom have been diligently 
employed in efFcfling his ruin, they hare de- 
clared, that his conduft was not the objefl of 
enquiry; and even the Ninth Report, uhich, 
from the firft page of it to the laft, (I mean Mr. 
Oebrett's Report) is the mod intemperate libel 
againd him that ever was publifked, has the 
following paflage ; — ** The Reports of your 
“ Committee are jw xbarges^ though they may 
** poifibly furntdi matter for char^." 

Since I am upon the fubjefl of the Repons of 
the Selefl Committee, I cannot avoid taking 
notice of a circumftance which 1 have publicly 
mentiotied that the evidence of Lieutenant- 
Coiooel Robert Stuart, « gentleman who bad 
been examined two days by the Sekd Commic- 
K a tee. 
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fee^ wu cotnpktely fuppre&d. The Tenth 
Report was made in order ta prore that Mr. 
Haftings had been guilty of a breach of public 
faith, in withdrawing the Company’s guarantee 
from the Begums of Oud, by which means, the 
Vizier had re*ailumed their * Jaghires, and ac- 
quired pofleBion of his father's trealures. Upon 
the fubjeA of the Begums, 1 had the honour to 
be examined, and my evidence is entered in the 
Appendix to the Tenth Report. Lieutenant- 
colonel Harper (who quitted India in 1773) 
alfo examined, and bis evidence is entered. Colo* 
nel Stuart was alfo examined, who had then juft 
arrived in England, (February, 1783) and ap- 
peared peculiarly calculated to give material in* 
formation, by having commanded a detachment 
in the Vizier’s country ; but not the fmalleft re* 
ference is made to his evidence in the Report, 
and (/ is not entered in the Affendix. In (hort, it 
remains at this moment amongft the mafs of 
minutes taken by the SelcA Compiittee. 

Colonel Stuart was examined on the 19th and 
20th of February, 1783 % and in anfwer to the 
queftioos put to him, he fmd, that he had ferved 
in India for many years, that he had commanded 
a detachment for ten months in Robilcund, that 

he 
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he never heard complainct of exadions by fepoyi 
or officers in our fervioe, from the Zemindars or 
inhabitants i chat he lefc Oud in June, 1781, 
the cultivation of the country was impured from 
the time he firft knew it ; — that the Nabob 
Vizier had complained to Mr. Middleton, that 
his refource-s were much decreafed, and that he 
wilhed to ftrike off the heavy burthen of the Jag- 
hindars t — that he thinks Mr. Middleton men- 
tioned this to him in the latter end of 1780; — 
that it was currently reported and believed, that 
ever fince a few months after the late V’^izier’s 
death (in 1775), both the Begums, and the 
Nabob's Uncles were all combined in a fcheme 
againft the Britilh intereff : — he heard that fome 
correfpondence, explanatory of that inimical 
difpoiition, had fallen into our bands : — • he 
chinks (in 1777) Zabita Cawn, the fon of Nad- 
jub Ul Dowiah, lent an ambaffador to the Vizier 
with a paper, faid to be the original of a confe- 
deracy entered into by the different Powers of 
India, to aft in concert with the French, to ex- 
pel the Britilh from India i and chat the Begums 
and Uncles, his relations, were faid to be con- 
eerned in it : that this circumffance was told 
him by the ambaflador of 2^bita Cawn *, that he 

does 
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dse* ndt know cdidmitMd » 

but NfN^eflF C»#n declared bis intention of en- 
tering the Vizier’t country in a koftile manner^ 
and as he commanded the Weftern Province, be 
teok every precaution to fruftrate bis intentions: 
that Nuzeph Cawn never did enter tbe country 
in an hoftile manner, as he knows of j-^thac he 
does not know tbe military force of the Begums, 

but thinks they could not have raifed two regi- 
ments of fepoys : — that tbe Vizier attributed the 
decline of his country, to the fpecie being 
drawn from itj that the caufe of that drain 
was, tbi fuhjidies paid to tit Q>mpai^, and tbe 
public ithu due by tbe late Vtzier to tbe Com- 
pony i and that there was a tonftant Jov of trea- 
Jure from Oui to Bengal : that the Vizier did 
complain of the diftrcA brought upon him by the 
number of troops kept in his country ; and that, 
in confequeoce, they were recalled from Rohil- 
cund and Futtygurj and fcveral Eoglilh gen- 
tlemen were allb recalled >—7ia/ hefrji board of 
the indijpofition of the Begums to our Government^ 
et very few months after tbe death of Sujab Dow* 
lab (in tyjs)’ — ^ 

Treaty entered into by the Engitib roprote^ the 
Beg;ums in pofleffion of their property:— 'that 
1 when 
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vrtiM th« anubulBulor of Zobiu Cawn ma^ die 
aNnmuaicatioa to liiai« be palled through hit 
caatip, and paid him a compliinentary vilit 
that he did not eomaaonieate this intelligence to 
Mr. Hafttngs, as dw ambaflador told him it had 
been commuiucated to the Rdidcnc at Lucknow, 
which he believed, or he Ibould certainly him- 
fiilf have feat intelligence of it to the Council 
General. 

Thefe are ibine of the material parts of Colo* 
ncl Stuart*! evidence*, and furely it ;^plies in3*> 
nittly more to the fubjed matter of the Tenth 
Report, than any part of my evidence, or that 
of Colonel Harpo-’s, but i/was wholly fuffrtjffti. 
Shall I not then rejoice that a tribunal is efta- 
bhflied, which will fuperfede this mode of invef- 
tigation ? — The injuftke of the proceeding can 
only be equalled by its abfurdity, unlefs the fad 
were really as it is ftated to be in the Ninth 
Report : “ That the Committee makes no 

** charge.”*— But is that the cafe ? I appeal to 
the good fenfe of every man in England to deter* 
mine that it is not.*— A committee is appointed, 
with power to fend for papers, to easmiqe evi* 
descBS, and to draw op Reports. — Under tbele 
powers they ei^atninc (everal gentlemen as m a 

particular 
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particular fubjeft: one of tbem^ an officer of 
high rank and cbara&er, is afked a number of 
queifions relative to the Hate of Oude, and*the 
conduffc of the Begums : his replies tend veiy 
fully to confirm what Mr. Haftings has aflerted, 
and to juftify his condu£t towards tbofe ladies : 
but the whole is fuppreiTed. From no part of 
the Tenth Report, could the world fuppofe that 
there is fuch a man, as Lieutenant-colonel Ro- 
bert Stuart, in exiftence. But as the Reports are 
no charges, thii is deemed of fmall confequence ; 
and whenever a charge is made, fay the Repor- 
ters, “ It will be at the diferetion of the party 
•* accufed, to call for, and for the diferetion of 
the Houfc of Commons to inflitutc fuch pro- 
** ceedings, as may tend hnally to condemn or 
** acquit.” 9th Report, page 33. — I hope every 
man of honour will attend to the manner in 
which this doi^rine is applied. 

A Report thus imperil, thus partial, is lent 
into the world. The friends of Mr. Haftings 
are not to reply to it, becaufe ** the Committee 
** make no charge,” and his hour of trial is not 
come ; yet every thing that Mr. Fox has faid of 
Mr. Haftings's conduct to the Vizier and the 
Begums, he actually drew from this partial 

and 
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jnd impeifeft Report. — How often wa$ it ob> 
iervfcd, while his India bill was depending. ** If 
** any man thinks that the liioft flagrant enor- 
** mities have not been committed in India, let 
** him look to the Reports upon your table.** 
Such was the language in both Houles, till the 
XiOrd Chancellor, with a dignity and fpirit be* 
coming his high charader, declared, " That to 
** fuch Reports he would pay as much attention 
as to the Hillory of Robinfon Crufoe.** 

There is not a fyllable in the Reports, 
there was not a fentence uttered while Mr. 
Fox’s bill was before the Houfe of Com* 
mons, that had a reference to depending 
events, which has not been contradided by 
the latell advices from India. How much has 
been faid and written of the miferable flate of 
Oud, of the opprelBon the Vizier laboured under 
from Mr. Haflings, and of his being com- 
pelled by the Governor General to plunder 
the Begums. The balance due from the Viaier 
to the Company, was pronounced to be a defpe- 
ratc debt, and the unfortunate Diteftors were 
accufed of audacity for prefuming to include it 
in their accounts — We now find that the 
yizier, his Minillers, and the principal people 
I. of 
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6f his court, place the «oft implicit tdlafttie 
eta the juftlce attd godd faith of Mr. Haftitigs— 
That ahfoitt'ei^t lacks of rupees of hi\ bal|nce 
trCre aftually piM in Pebruary laft, ahd un- 
(lotihited ffecurfry given for the dHcharge of the 
whok debt. It is proved, t!hat at the repcatecl 
and eatneft requeft of the Vizier, Mr. Haftings 
conrfeoted to his rcftimption of the Begum^ 
Jaghtres, and that upon his requtft they have 
fince been reftored to him. We now find that 
every rupee of the Vizier’s debt 'wiW bciealiz- 
ed, and without our having vccourfe to thofe 
dieadiul means for ?ts recovery which a warm 
imagination painted in fuch glowing colours, 
and deferibed as the common mode by which 
debts were recovered in India. 

It was afferted that in the Maratta peace, vee 
had laid the foundation of a new war —but wiH 
any men now regard fach an afiertion ? Much 
was Uid of Mr. Haftings* permitting the Vizier 
to plunder FyZoolla Cawn, and it was made 
the fubjedl of a Heport, bat the engigemeot 
with him has been faithfully obferved, and 
he has lately applied to Mr. HaRtngs to tffift 
him in the fecurrng the fUCceflion of his Jag- 
hire to his dilfcfl; fon In no mfiancc'^ses tt 

it 
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^ 4ppe«r, tl^at* we are execr^tjpd iq In^i^ or 
tt\4( e^r goverafiCQt is deemed a oicie by 4 b(( 
natives — Men ^ho ^now qt little of Iqdia^.aa 
I do qf the Orkneys, bavc repeatedly declaiiped 
vpon this fruitful ful^efl^ ^rhile the popular 
prejudices were (Irong; but who is there of 
any information, who does not kno^, that from 
the death of i^urungaebe, to the total deftru^on 
of tlw Mogul epipire by the invaftpn of Nadir 
Shah, India wps a feene of blood and rapine — ^ 
To that period indeed, a period of ne,ar fifty 
years, many of the de/lriptions that I haye heard 
would in part. apply: but are jke pduntriea 
under the immediate management of the En^ifh 
deferted or laid wafte ? Will any fnso who tra- 
vels through Bengal and Bahar, frrioufly fry 
with the connpiler of the Ninth Report, that 
the inhabitants arc reduced to the loweft itaie 
of deprefiion and mifery — ^Yet by fuch fiovvery 
declamation were die People of England for a 
4ttne milled — In all the Reports of the Seiefb 
Cumttuttee, in allthefpetches upooihe manage- 
ment of Indian xev^ue, not p lin< or a word 

* See Parliatnentary Pebates while the rejected Xsdia bill 
«at ilependiagt 
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has appeared in honour of a man who defcrves 
fo much of his country as the late Mr, Qeve- 
land — That gentleman had the glory of fub- 
duing by mildnefs and humanity a barbarous 
and favage race of men — the inhabitants of 
the weftern mountains of Bengal — Thefo 
people were not be conquered by force of arms, 
and they committed continual depredations, 
plundering the villages on the plains, murder- 
ing the inhabitants, attacking boats upon the 
Ganges, and cutting off paflengers from time 
to time. — During the country government 
many attempts were made, if not for their extir- 
pation, at leafl for their fubjeflion, but they 
are now become obedient and ufeful fubjefts — 
They cultivate their lands, fubfill upon its pro- 
duce, and yield a revenue to the Government,. 
Mr. Cleveland fell a facrifice to his unremitting 
attention to the office he held, the colleftor of 
the revenues of Boglipoor ; and Mr. Haftings 
has pud the only tribute he could pay to fo 
valuable a man, by ordering a monument to be 
ere£fed to his memory, in a country where 
while living he was (b much eftecmed, and 
where his death is lamented by Europeans and 
natives of every rank. 


Even 
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£ven the meric of Mr. Clevebnd couH not 
fecare us from the leverltjr of Mr. Barkers te^ 
marks $ but if he really learnt his lefibn from 
Mr. Francis*, and fpoke from hit works as 
fronn a brief, I am fure that gentleman mufthave 
told him, that great as Mr. Cleveland's merits 
xt^ere, he was not the only gentleman in Bengal 
whofe abilities and integrity would do honour 
to any fervice in the world. — Could Mr, Fran- 
cis inform Mr. Burke that ** Our conqueft 
there (in Bengal) is as crude as it was the 
firft day,’* — ImpolEble, I rbink } and yet 
Mr. Burke avows not only that he himfcif, but 
every member of the late Houfc of Commons 
who learnt any thing good, learnt it from Mr. 
Francis . 

Much has been faid of the influence Mr. 
HaAipgs poiTefles in England ; and that though 
not perfonally prefentf* he appeared this year 
in the Houfc of Commons by his reprefenta- 

* Tbit man, whafe deep nracb of thought, whoft large 
Icgiflattve conceptions, and whore grand plans of policy, make 
the moil fbining parts of our Report, from whence we have all 
learned our IctToos, tf we have learned any good ones i thia 
man, from whofe materials thofe gentlemen who have leaft 
ackaowiedged it, have yet fpoken at from a brief, 'See. 
t Mr. Francis’s ipecch of the ad of July. 


uves* 
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4(4ves. An exprelSpn ^ kind ciui onJjf be 
c«^cpUjcd v “ Ml e^t^davt vulgar" and even 
jtkffP, 9 >ifs flf i($ effi:^ i for of the wljolc 
nu^iiber of India gentlemen who fit in FarUa' 
4 ]^e|t%,tbere is- not one (noyldf excepted) in 
the foccefii of whofe, eIe<^<oa Mr. Hafilngs was 
in tbe fniidlcil degree- interefied. He has not 
even contributed a Ibdiing towards the expcnce 
of the Wcflininiler ekiffioa. There was a 
time when fpeeches, “full of pointed faiire,” 
had a very g'^eat effeft; but Mr. Haflings’s 
ebarader is fortunately now fo far fixed with 
the Fublic, that they will require pofitive 
charges tp be browght and fully proved* before 
they condemn a man who has prelerved an em> 
pire to Great Britain. Hitherto every charge 
againil him has been fuund to originate in igno- 
rance, or prgudice; 

1 have been much furprifed to hear gentle* 
men, confefiediy of great abilities* exprefs a 
wilh chat we had never acquired territorial pof- 
felfions in India^ and to hear them affert, that 
we juff fxccrated by the natives ; that our Go* 
vernoKBi has been a grievance and a curft to 
them. It is a fatisfadion to refled, that we 
never auempted. a&s of heflility until we were 

wantonly 
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irtlitanly’* afthtdked. In our td emptfO 

have vte been guHcy' of thofe hbrnd cradtieA 
which area dtfgrace ni' other European Uatioua^ 
who haro acquired klngdomi in Iridia, and 
America f Mr. Burke leetns to acijuit us here ; 
but he fays, ^ It is our' prote^bion that defi>*<»yi 
•* India.** I aer’er ybt met with a nadwe of 

f 

Bengal or Bahar in the middling or lower clals 
of men, who did not declare that he preferred 
being under the Engliih Goremment lo any 
other. The fentiment, I bclieve> is univerfal, 
eacept amoogft that order of men unth whofe 
advantages, (lations, and vle^vs, we muft necef- 
fariiy have interfered } I mean the great Maho* 
mcaon officers ; and except we were to expel 
all the MuBulmen from Indoftan, of what ad* 
vantage would it be to the Aborigines of the 
country, that all Eur(^>eam were driven out of 
it ? 1 know not by what right Tamerlane ac- 
quired or the defcendanes of Tamerlane ped*- 
Srftd the empire, but by conquclb; they re- 
tained it for many centuries. The Mogul .em- 
pire was at length deftroyed by Nadir Shah*^ 
mVaTtOR. From chat period, till the tyrant, 
Surajah Dowlah, attacked the Bricifh fa(£tory in 
Calcutta, we are cold by 'an impartial hiilo- 
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rUa*» that ** d^couptr; wu tori^ jpS(|| 0 ^ 
** by civU wars, aad groaned under every fpe-» 
des -pf dcymeftic confu0on. Villainy was 
**■ practiced in every formt all law and religion; 
** were trodden under foot^ the bands of private 
** frieodlhip and connefUons, as well as of lb- 
** ciety and government;, were broken, and 
** every individual, as if amidft a forett of wild 
**beafis, could rely upon nothing but the 
*• ftrength of his own arms.** 

Will any man who reads this defcription, 
and knows any thing of the Hate of Bengal un- 
der the Englilh, ferioufly aflert, that our Go- 
vedimeot has been a curie, and that we were ex- 
ecrated throughout the country? The £aft» 
India Company have obtaioed no advantages by 
the aoqivfitioa of territory in India i but great 
and important have been the benefits refulting to 
the State from our Indian pofiTcfllions, in the io- 
creafe td* cullonas and ^cife, in the quantity of 
trcafure brought into the kingdom, and by our 
being; enabled to carry on the trade to China 
wkboot draining dus kingdom of fpecie, whkh 
it now could ill afford to part with, and by tha 


* ColoacI Dow. 
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Isrge fumi p«d at dURrent paitodi to Gofcro-* 
lAeat bp the Eafi4ddia Compaoy. 

It feems, however, now to be allowed, tbitt 
it wottM be canytog Qstxodfitt to too gieat a 
length, were we to abandon a eoun»y which we 
have fo nobly ftniggled to preferve ; --and the 
next queftion naturally was. What would be die 
beft mode of government for India ? 

* The plan of the late Miinftry was, to fix a 
itrong Government at hom^ to be condandy 
under the eye of Parliament, polling complete 
power both at home and abroad, to make aH ap- 
pmnnients, and to be looked up to in India as 
the Gcvtrmmnt, 

Hiere is a very curious paflage in the Ninth 
Report, which, I confels, furprieed me ex- 
ceedingly when 1 read it hrft: **that a fenior 
** merchant in Bengal was not a fervant of the 
** Supreme Council, as Mr. HafBngs hazards 
** to call him, but their fellow (ervanc.** — 
Men, who could for a moment entertain an opi- 
nion fo abfurd, may well be fuppofed capable 

* Their |tl«i wn to eftablHh ■ board, to coofift of feeea 

Petfont, who tioiAd be i«na«d witk fkU /towr $a Off mtt 
md difitlact ^eers in lmU», and mwin cmtnwl tkt 

wMe GvuenuuMi^ that aamityjimdd i»pimtd. 

Mr, Fox’f qiacch, iltb Moooipbar, Mwtfe Do* 

bMci, rol. XIL pegr 

M of 



L 8* J 

of joining tiT4 pl^n fortfixiog the government 
of India, in Pa,rli{uneat-ili£et Weftounfter } but 

t 

fuch a Government could not poQibly have 
lafted fix month) : deftrqy the energy and the 
vigour of Government in Indsoy and you v^iU 
foon lofe the country. The rejected plan was 
admirably adapted for fuch a purpofe. The 
whole of thereafoning in fupportof this meafure 
was fo fallacious, that men muft now wonder 
how it could have been attended to ; — In truth, 
the old and wife fyftcm of the Company, (under 
which the Duke of Richmond well obferved, 
they flounlhed to fo great a degree) would never 
have been trenched upon, but from a mif- 
cbievQus attempt to extend the power of patro- 
nage at home. Mr. Pitt has had good fenfe 
enough to fee this, and virtue enough to provide 
a.remedy for the growing evil. In the time of 
Lord Clive, of Mr. Verelft, and Mr. Cartier, 
and for the firfl; thirty months of Mr. Haftings’s 
government, there never exifted an idea in Lea- 
denhalhftreet of appointing gentlemen abroad 
to fpccific pofts*. Thofc upon the fpot are the 

proper judges of merit, and the only way to make 

* 

• A fecretaiy, sccoBBtant, and n>int*mafter, ware appoin- 
ted from hence fo BengaLin former yean, and their appoint- 
menu occafioned much difcontent in India. 


a Go* 
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« Govemmfcnt reTpefled arid obeyed, is to have 
in its pofleffion the power of reward and po« 
'iriihment. The'Diriaota refervcd to themfelves 
the privilege of appointing civil fervants to their 
fettlements, but they wifely left it to the Go- 
vernors and their Council, to employ them. 
When the regulating bill pafled in 1773, and 
the Mlnifter began to tafte the fvveets iff Indian 
patronage, the good old rules of the fervice 
were broken down. Then it was that party, 
cabal, and intrigue, were felt in every depart- 
ment of the fervice, both ar home and abroad. 
Then it was that the Governor General of In- 
dia was forced into a perfonal conteft with two 
juihiillervants ; and now Mr. Hallings is accu- 
fcd of tetocrity, for hazarding to call a fcnior 
merchant a lervant of the Supreme Council, 
inifead of their fcllow-fer\'ant. 

To complete this fyftem of abfurdity, it 
was propofed, on the i8th of November, to 
fix the government of India here. The gen- 
tlemen abroad* would then indeed have been 
fellow-fervants, bat how there could have been 
vigour in the government, how there could 
have been obedience to orders, how the army 
could have been commanded, how the reve- 
nues coUefled, how a dominion preferved, even 
M 2 for 
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emfe period in the Honii (^Commons.— 
Perhaps this daafe was introduced to prevent 
MTh Haftings from contaminating a late virtu- 
ous afiembly on his arrival in England. 

The claufe of Mr. Pitt’s bill which obliges 
every man ferving in India to declare the 
amount of his fortbne has been deemed a 
harfli one. It is a facrifice to the delufion of 
the moment, I prefume, but if it wete extended 
to contraftors, commiffaries, dealers in loans, 
and men of various deferiptions here, who have 
grown rich from the public purfc, during the 
late calamitous war, I fancy the world would be 
convinced that more money may be acquired 
in England in a week, than in India in twenty 
years. — Harfli, however, as this claufe may be 
deemed, it is mild indeed, compared to that in 
a rejeded bill, which precluded an Englilhman 
from the honour of ♦ferving his country in 
Parliament, and from the privilege of defending 
himfclf againft the efforts of ignorance and 
malice, which I have often fecn combined to 
calumniate men of irreproachable charafters. 

Many infinuations have been thrown our, as if 
Mr. Haftings depended upon the fupporc df 
the prefent Minifters, or of thofc pofTclTed of 

Hill 
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till greater power tlian miniften. ,Tb«^ 
are injSntiatioos ooly^and'^re lot^y unfouiMiedp. 
Mr. Haftipgs’s (upporc was ^oon the public at 
large. — There has, indeed, been fome 
ference in the conduA of fbe late and the. pre> 
fent Minifters. From what has already palled, 

1 prefume Mr. Haftiogs wiU not now be con- 
demned unheard, as he wop Id have been laft 
winter, — but the prefent ooinifters are refponfible 
to the nation, for the good government of In- 
dia i and if there is any thipg in the character, 
or the conduA of Mr. Haftings which renders 
him unfit for his fiation, they are bound-to re- 
cal him, and to punifh him. Mr. Hallings 
has never Ihrunk from rcfponribility ; he haS' 
never attempted, by the low arts of cabal and 
intrigue, to preferve his iituation, nor has he 
defeended to the meannefs of deprecating the 
vengeance of thofe who w.ere inclined, lafi: 
winter, to exert their power to the utmoll, in 
order to cru(h him. 

Determined as his Majefty’s Minifiers were, 
in 1782, to remove Mr. Hafiiogs, what could 
have faved him but the high opinion in which 
Ills conftitueots held him ? Did they a£k ille- 
gally or abfurdly, in difiering in opinion from, a 
' majority 



f *8 ] 

mgority of forty-three nieml»ers of the Houle 
Commons ? Will any man of common fenfe be* 
lievcj that if at that penod, or iince, any one, 
even the moft minute of the charges brought 
againft Mr. Ha(lings« couW have been fubftan- 
tiatad, a bill for his removal would not have 
bee« carried without a diflenting voice > In the 
r^edted bill, was there a claufe fer Mr. Haf- 
tiogs’s removal? Though his fuppofed mif- 
conduA was ffaced to have produced the ne- 
ceflity for fo llrong a mcafirre as that cortfirflcdly 
was, yet the bill adually left Mr. Hafttngs the 
Governor General of Bengal, until the feven 
mighty monarchs Ihould determine bis fate m 
dofe dwan'i for we have fince been given to un- 
derftand, (€rtdat Judttus^) chat it was uncertain 
whether Mr. Hafttngs was to be removed or 
not. 

If any thing were wanting to expofe the 
falladoua bails on which the rejeded bill was 
founded, we have ample proof of it in the late 
advices from India, by which we know that 
peace and tranquiKty are reftored to every part 
of it } and to feaire us in the poflclTion of that 
great arm of the empire, we only wanted what 
1 think Mr. Pitt’s bill has fuHy eftablifhed, a 

govern- 
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government^ and a (Irong government in India, 
under the control of a ftill ftrongcr government 
at home. 

In the courfe of our ftruggles, we have feen 
the power of the Government of this country 
unjulbfiably exerted to remove Mr. Haftings ; 
and, unfupported by family conneflions, or Par- 
liamentary intereft, but by the mere force of 
perfonal character, he has obtained a complete 
triumph over his opponents. Neither bribery 
nor corruption were reforteJ to, in fupport of 
him , and however a certain fet of gentlemen 
may actompt to miflead the public by aflert.ng 
again, and again, that the proprietors are the 
lervants, of the fervants in India, and that the 
vhoL'bod) is corrupt; yet every m.in of fv-nfe 
and obi'cTvation mult treat thefe remarks as 
cli’ldilh and ablurd. The l^ioprietors have in 
favff preferved India to Great Britain, as Mr. 
Dempfter has ofti.n declared, v. ho, at the mi- 
nute the I itc Mimllry condemned t! 'Ci-iduft 
ol the Pioprietors, and were themfelvcs deter- 
mined to remove the Governor General, pu- 
blicly defended them in the Houfe of Com- 
mons; and a fief ted, that he could conceive no 
aft lb completely abfurd as the removal of 

N Mr. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


Cc/j> of a Letter from Warren Hastings, 

Efq. to Str Eyre Coote, K. B. at Madras. 

Fort William. 

A9th January t779> 

Dear Sir, 

I T will be difficult to give you the biflory of 
our late political tranfaclions, though comprif- 
ing a fingle fubjedf, without taking it up from 
a very early period, and entering into a long 
detail. I will, however, endeavour to relate it 
in as brief a manner as poffiblc, and confine it 
to fuch particulars, as are cli'entially neceltary 
to gi\e jou a proper undciftanding of our 
preilnt liatc. 

The treaty concluded by Colonel Upton, on 
the part of this Goveinment with the Mahratta 
State, was executed on the ift March, 1776; 
on their part it was authenticated by tiie fcal 
of the Pifhwa, an infant of about three years 
B old, 
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old, and the fignatures of his two Miniftcrf* 
Succuram Baboo and Nanna Furnecfs. By one 
article of it, a provifion was made for the 
fubfiftence of Raganaut Row, their late com- 
petitor, on condition of his refiding in the heart 
of the Mahratta dominions with a guard, ap- 
pointed by the Mimfters themfelvcs, for his 
ftate ami fccuiity. This claufe, of courfe, de- 
feated the intention of the treaty, as it left 
Raganaut Row at the mercy of his enemies, 
without any pledge or engagement for his 
fafety. The confcqucncc was fuch as might 
have been exported from it. 

Raganaut Row fled to Bombay, and has ever 
lince continued under the protedion of that 
Prefidency. 1 he Miniflers exclaimed again!! 
this proceeding as a breach of the treat} — of 
the fpirit it certainly was, but not ot the letter. 
They, on their pair, were not more obfervant 
of the former. 

About the month of May 1777, the Che- 
valier dc St. Lubin * made his appearance 


♦ This St, Lubin is a moft perfeft adventurer, and I be. 
lievchas cheated even the Mintfiry of France in this bufi- 
nefs.” Vide Mr. W. G. Farmer'! ktter to the Frcfidtnt ef 
tomtajf, dated ttth Nov. 1777, frm Pmnah. 


at 
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at Poonah, in the public chara<fler of a Minifter 
from the Court of France : — He was received 
with great honour, and we were foon after in- 
formed of wiitten engagements mutually inter- 
changed between him and Nanna Furneefs; 
bv which he promifed, to bring a regiment of 
Europeans with military ftorcs to Poonah, for 
the fervice of the Mahratta Stare ; this intelli- 
gence has been fince confirmed by authorities 
of unqueftionable credit, and by a feries of 
fad:s of public notoriety^. 

It had been always mv opinion, that this was 
the only way by which the French could en- 
tertain a rational hope of regaining their con- 
fcciucncc in India, or of alftdling ours; and I 
expedted, that the Prefidcncy of Bomba)', which 
was more immediately intcrcftcd in the cfFetls 
of fuch a connedtion, would take feme earl) 
and cfFeAual means to rcndt.r it abortive. This 
appeared by no means dilficult ; the Mahratta 
army, under Hurry Punt Furkia, was at that 

* Tlicfe HOlenoui fa£ii h«%e nr«r h.ippficd. St. Lubin 
uaialovv jdvcDturcr in India, peilups . fin of the Fr.ncli 
Government ThtMahrattasfoon difmilkd iiim from Poonah , 
entered into no engagemtnes »'iih him «hatevir For the 
purpofc of going to war, all picttnccs \\tre thought p'lufibli. 
f'tJe AppfnJiA to itii Htpoiim Com»iiiuc of Sicu/t, No, 2 :, 
anj Nj- 135 . 

B z 


time 



time engaged in an unequal war with Hyder 
Ally; and the Minifters, divided among thcm- 
felves, poffeffed little aijthority, and were in a 
manner dependant for that little on their vafials. 
The Prefidency of Bombay had long fhewn an 
impatience to revive the caufe of Kaganaut Row ; 
and the flighteft movement made by them in 
his favour, would have proved fufficient to 
overthrow the feeble power which they had to 
contend with, and to eftablilh their own influ-; 
ence in the Mahratta State on its ruin^. 

1 was not deceived in my expedtation. On the 
29th of January 1778, we received a letter 
from the Prefidency and Council of Bombay, 
dated the nth December 1777, informing us, 
that a propofal had been fccrctly made to them, 
by a party which had been formed againft Nanna 
Furneefs, confifting of Succurum Baboo, Mo- 
raba Furneefs, the nephew of Nanna Furneefs, 
Butchaba Poorunder, and Fuckeefee Holkar, 
to aflift them in the defign of replacing Raga< 
naut in the chief adminiflration of the Mah- 
ratta State; and that tbrf had agreed to join in 


* In December 1778, the Frefidency of Bombay made the 
attempt vvith nearly the whole of their military force. On 
the 16th of January 1779, their whole army furreadered at 
difcreticn to the Mahrattai. 
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if, requiring only, as a preliminary condition, a 
written application to the fame effed under the 
hands and fcals of the confederates*. They 
excufed thcmfelves for having fo far engaged 
in the defign without our previous authority, 
by the obvious ncccflity of an immediate deci- 
fion, and requefted our acquicfcence and a/Ef< 
tance in it. 

On receipt of their letter, it was itifiantly pro- 
pofed-f- and rcfglvcd to ratify what they had 
done ; to authorife them to proceed ; and to 
fend them an extraordinary fupply of ten lacks 
of rupees, for the cxpence of tlie undertaking, 
with a promife of a military force to fupport 
them In the execution of it. 

On the 2ift of January 1778, orders w'ere 
iffued for forming a detachment, confuling of 
fix battalions of fepoys; one company of na- 
tive artillery, with the regular proportion of 


* The PrefiJeney of Bombay, in a fubftqucnt letter, dated 
aoth January, ivti!, informed Mr. Hading', that the ovci- 
tuns made by the mini(li.rial Chiefs had produced no effect, 
and that they (the Pnfidrnry of Itinbuy) had immed,atfhf 
rffclvcd that net isuU he donCf unlcfs Siiccurum Baboo 
joined m the application, uLch ke never did 

f By Mr. Haiiings and Mr. Bar'vell, againft the proteft 
of Mr. Francis and Mr Whrlcr, 

field 
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field artillery; to which were afterwards added, 
a regiment of cavalry and a body of 500 Can- 
dahar horfe belonging to the fervice of the 
Nabob of Oude, and fupplied by him on the 
occafion. The command was given to Colonel 
Lcllic, who had inftrudtions to march direftly 
to Bombay, by fuch routs as he fhould judge 
molt pradicable; and that of Berarvias prefer^ 
ably recommended, on account of the good tin- 
derllanding which had long fubfiftrd between 
that Government and ours. For the fcquel of 
his operations, he was dirtiffcd to obey the 
orders of the Prefident and Council of Bom- 
bay. 

The novclt^of the fervicc, and the habits 
of long inaction, joined to other caulcs, made 
it very late before the detachment could be 
completely formed and equipped. 

About the latter end of May, it crofled the 
Jumna with fome oppofition, and that scry 
flight and incftcdual, from Ballajcc, the Chief 
of the Mahratta territories, dependant on 
Calpee. 

In the mean time, the defign which had fur- 
piftied the occafion of this exjicduion was fuf- 
fered to fleep at Bombay, the ])crfcvcring ar- 
dour 
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dour of that Prefidency for the caufe of Raga- 
naut Row ceaiing with the removal of the bar 
which had been put on the profecution of it. 
It produced, however, the principal clfedt in- 
tended by the promoters of it. Thefe, fud- 
dcnly aflembling their forces, all together 
amounting, bv eftimation, to no more than 
thiity thoufand men, took poffellion of the 
city of Poonah, deprived Nanna Furneefs of 
his authority, and invefted Moraba Furneefs 
with it in his dead. — This eafy revolution, ef- 
fected without bloodlhcd or conteft, proved the 
extreme weakntfs of the Mahratta Go\crnmenc 
at this crifis " ; and the greater facility with 
which the pirn ofteud to the Prefidency of 
PomLu might hate been executed in its full 
extent, had the\ chofm ro have engaged in it. 
In this cataftiophe they had no part; nor have 
they fince a\ ailed thcmfclvcs of the continued 
ftate of dillraCtion which has pievailcd, and 
ftiil prevails, at Poon ih, though in a lefs appa- 
rent degree, at prcfcnt. 

I feci the ingratitude and injuftice of this 
conduCV ; but I lhall make no other commcnc 
upon it. 

The 

* That one part) in a State ikould ditpoffifb another, is no 
proof of wiakncfs m that State. The moment they were in- 

tadtd 
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The firft ufe which they made of the adthdi* 
rity given them over Colonel Lellie, was to 
order him to fufpend his march, alhgning no 
better reafons for this procedure than the ex- 
pence and hazard of the expedition, which 
were our concern, not theirs j and the oppo- 
fition given to the original mcafure by tw'o of 
their members againft a majority of all the reft 
of the Council. 

This order was followed, in a few days after, 
by another, and by others fueceffively fincc 
that, to profccutc the march, but without any 
objeft deferibed, or plan of operations propofed 
or thought of. 

Thus abandoned by the Prefidcncy of Bom- 
bay, we bad recourfc to other means, which 
were more within the compafs of our own di- 
rection, and for which a jirovilion had, in fome 
degree, been made a confiderablc time before, 
on the prefumption of the utility of which it 
might eventually prove in the cafe of a rupture 
with the Mahrattas. 

As foon as it was relblved to fend the detach- 
ment to the other fide of India, 1 applied to 

vadtd by dicir common enemy, the Enghfli, they united aitA 
beat US'. 

Moodajee 
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Moodajee Booila, the Rajah of Bcrar, to grant 
the permiffion for its free march through his 
territories, with fuch affiftance as it might re- 
quire in the way. I had good reafon to expeft 
his ready compliance. I was not dlfappointcch 
He returned an immediate anfwcr to my letters, 
in terms fuch as I could wi(h, and at the fame 
time fent a perfon of truft to the banks of the 
Nerbudda, which bounds his dominions on the 
north,' with a ftore of grain for the fubfiftence 
of the detachment, and orders to attend it 
through his country, of which he at the fame 
lime advifed Colonel Leflic, inviting h’ln to 
take that route, and alluring him ot the moft 
fiiindly reception. 

I am obliged to omit manv particulars fer 
fear of fwclling this narrative to too great a 
fize, and to confine nnfclt to fuch faefs and cir- 
cumftanccs as arc elfentiallt necelfary to the 
eonncd'ion : the rclt I hojie foon to have an 
opportunity of communicating to you at large 
in perfon. 

The fotcrcignty of the Mahratta State is, 
by Its conftitution, \cfttd in a Rajah; but for 
many years paft, that is, fince the acceflion of 
the late Rajah, the powers of it hate been 
ufurped bv the MiniUcr of the Rajah, who is 

C Hilcd 
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ftiled the Piihwa, the Rajah poffelting only the 
tiamc. The laft Rajah was called Rajah Ram 
Raja : he died about the latter end of Decem- 
ber, 1777. He had no children ; nor have I 
heard certainly that any fucceflor has been 
named. Moodajee Boolla has the faivttt pre- 
tenfions, being in the diredt lineal deftent from 
rhe ancient ftock, and the adopted Ton of Sahoc^ 
Raja, the predeceffor of Ram Raja, though 
deprived of his right by the aitifiees of Bal- 
lajee, who was the Piilnva when hahoo Raja 
died ; and, b) an accommodation with Ra- 
goojee Eoofla, the father of Mood.i,ec, which 
was confined to a baic fufferance of Ram Ra’ 
elevation, without anv acknowledge ment ol if, 
he and his fons, as Moodajee does to this day, 
tilling themfclvcs, in all public adts, the fiib- 
)icts of Rajah Sahoo. 

I had an early knowledge of Moodnjec’s pre- 
rcnfions, and judged him therefore a lit inllru- 
mtnt to fuppl) the place of Raganaut Row, 
in the plan offered to us by the Fiehdencv of 
Bombay. He had wealth powet, a territory 
extending from the borders of Pengal almoft 
.0 i’oonah ; Raganaut Row neither w'calth, 
jjowrr, nor territejry, nor an influence remain- 
ing uhith eOi’.iel Tuppl^ the want of rbefe rc- 
e^eui''e., except what might eventually arife 

from 
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from an active part taken by the Prefjdency of 
Bombay in his favour; and they had plainly 
fhewn th.it they would take none. The only 
point wanting was to fix Moodjjcc a party in 
the defign. I expeded him to make advanccb, 
having lint back his vakeel to him for that 
purpofe, a man of undciftanding, and v/ell 
inflruded ; but it Toon became necellary to take 
a more determined and adivc part. 

On the 7th of July 1778, ads ices were re* 
cei\ed from Cairo, and fccmcd to be of certain 
credit, that w ar had been declared bctu ten Great 
Britain and Fiance. It was almolf immediate]/ 
propofed and refolvcd ' to enter into a negoti- 
ation with Moodiiee Boofla, on the gioinds 
w'hieh I hate menttoned abc\.. Mr. Elliot 
was deputed on this fervicc, and kt our on the 
19th of Jul\ . Mr. Rumbold has a cop\ of his 
inftrudions, and 1 ha\e dufired him to give \ou 
the pcrufil ol them. The whole f«.i\lee could 
not have fuuulhcd an agent equallv qualified 
lor fuch a commifiion, and lu) hopes of itsluc- 
cefs were propoiilon.ibl\ i...fed , but thefe were 

* By Mr. H.iftiO£s and Mr. Birwill. 

Was this a proprr time to cnpigc in a tsar with the 
Maliiatta empire ) 
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fuddcnly blaftcd, and the whole projcft annihi- 
lated by the death of that excellent young man. 


I mull: non leturn to Colonel Leflie. The 
difl.ince from Calpee to tho livcr Narbudcla is 
about 140 go's. The only natuial difEculties 
which he h id to cncovintcr, were fuch as might 
arife fiom the heats, whith arc exciflise in the 
clrv feafon. All ether impediments had been 
removed by earl\ applications to the petin' 
Chiefs, nhoie tcuitorics lie in the road, and 
the moft pacific afTuranccs given by them in 
return. This precaution was indeed more nc* 
cefTary to the credit of the tvpidition than to 
its fucvcfs, fince the whole iorec which the 
country could furnifii, if combined, was not 
likely to retard it; nor was it the intcrell of 
any to attempt it, unlcfs forced to it by ex- 
treme provocation. 

Unfortunately Colonel I tfiie l.'fi..Kd hruUf 
to he diawn into a parti, in the domcir.c dif- 
untions of the Rajah of Bui.ddcund, ;iml Im- 
gticd with the detachment under various pu- 
tences in that country, till at length the Hoard 
found themfelie’s under the nect/IItv of rtcal- 
lin;>; him from the command. Theordtr paifed 
on tin 7th of Odlober 1778; and on the igrh 
inisb arrived of his d^aih, which hapjKiied on 

the 
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the 3d of the fame month, at Rajah Gur, at the 
diftance in fpacc of alout fixty coft from Cal- 
pec, and in time of exactly four months from 
the day on which he began his march from that 
place. 

By fuch c\cnfs hate all our views been dif- 
appointed inthe\cr\ points on which we had 
placed our principal dependence; — c\ents 
• which no human piiukntc could have forefeen 
or prevented ; but for which I mult ftill expect 
to receive the cenfurcs which the world al- 
w..\s pafles on unlucccfsful raeafures. 

\Vc had no right to fiifpcft that the Pref.- 
denev of Bombay would abandon us ’* in a 
jiroiecl which tlu) themrthes had foimcd,ai:J[ 
taken fuch uncommon paius to engage our par- 
ticip.’Mon in it. We had no interelt in it, either 
pciloinl or pul, he 'I", except in its rdnoti-con- 
kciueiiCi. It was formed wrhout our fine* 
tion, and its execution intended to picccdc C’r 
knowledge of it ] . Unacquainted with the 


* Tl.cj Uiiil Ml. Ilidiiig', ID Jii Ic. . of the of 
J.iniwi) I 7-’ S 1 .at ‘ 'lid I >hnr. 

t Tlien mIu tiig.igi- 111 a piojct' n \ilich tlic. « is 00 
pu 'lie inttuft 

J Ml. ll.ittiU"s g,i\t Ills laiiA on to t' i ; > ai d pio- 
piili. I to iuprort It, .IS loon as he hcJi J ol i:, 

eh uachors 
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charaders of Mr. Hornbey ai?d the members 
who compofed the Council, except General 
Carnac, who, I think, would have afted a very 
different part had he had the lead, we could 
only judge what they were likely to do by what 
they had done ; and concluding, that as they 
had hitherto manifefted an impatience for the 
fupport of the caufc of Rngoha, wliich //l>e ob- 
hgatton of the treaty and the authority of this 
Government had been fcaiccly able to reftrain, 
they uould be at leaf! as zealous in the profe- 
cution of it when thole rcllrainrs were re- 
moved : it could be no imptachmtnt of our 
lorclight that ue were deceived in fo icafonablc 
an expedation. 

My hopes in Colontl I.effe wire as well 
grounded. J-k had the reputation of being an 
aftive and experienced officer. I had endea- 
voured to attach him tome In ihe lliongift per- 
fonal tics. His inllrudion'» piefcrilKd the line 
of his condud in terms which he could not 
mifunderftand : they exprefilv w.irncd him 
againfl: the \ery temptations b\ which he fuf- 
fered himftlf to be feduced ; and the real ob- 
jeds •* of his Command were fuch as would 
have gratisfied thi mofi elevated ambition I 

* Sjtcrt. \Viiat MTCi’c thtfe real ob]c£lt ? 

I am 
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I am indebted to Colonel Goddard for having 
redeemed my character from the confequences 
of Colonel Leflie’s delays, by lliewing that the 
impediments of his march were either ideal, or 
fuch as he himfelf had created, and that they 
would vanilh of thcmfclves on a different con- 
dudt prefented to them '*•. Mr. Elliot’s dca^h 
was a llroke of Providence, for which I could 
have made no provifion, and left me no other 
refourcc but in the dclire, which I had cndca- 
\ourcd to excite in the Rajah oi Bcrar, to take 
a leading part in the negotiation. 

Thcfc dilappointmcnts, though mortIf\Ing 
and hurtful as I knotv the\ mull be to my pri- 
\atc credit, have not hitherto produced any 
other ill tftldls of a pubHc natuic, than in the 
liuitlcfs fxpcnce which has attendid Colonel 
f.cllic’s delays ; poffibly they may pro\c, in the 
event, the means (Elliot’s death evcep'-cd, 
which is an irretrievable lofs) of vidd.ng more 
folid and lafting advantages to the Compan\, 


*• Tlie *mpcdimcnu to Colonel Li-die's march were, firft, 
the Violent heats of June, and then the e len. runs of lul), 
Aiitjuft, and Septemhet. When both Were over, Co'ontl 
(tudilaid inaiched , and he at lived at Siiiai, bcet'ile met 
with iit'le opiMfition ID the firlt pait of his m,iieli, and nene 
a: all in the I itter. 
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and 10 the Britilh nation, than any which We 
could have dciived from an uninterrupted pro- 
i'ecution of the flrll defign. 

Knowing that Moodajce Boolla muft have re- 
ceived much earlier intelligence of the death of 
iMi. Llliot than myfelf, I thought it advifablc to 
defer taking anv Hep towards renewing the ne- 
gotiation, until I could learn from him what 
cfFedt that event had produced on his mind. He 
was no fooner infornud ot it, than he wrote to 
me ill the m ft prt fling terms, to transfer the 
powers with which Mr. I'lliot had been in- 
vefttd to his Secrctarv, that no time might be 
loft, and to depute another perfon liom hence. 
On the receipt of Moodaiee’s letter, the Board * 
rcfolvcd to tranfmit Mr. Elliot’s inftrvctions to 
Colonel Goddard, with full poweis to carry 
them into execution, and to conclude the trearv, 
ofiLnfivc and dcfenfivc with the Goveinmcnt of 
Btrar. 


Duiing the ftatc of uncertainty in which 
Moodajec remained until he could be advifed 
of the eommiflion fuit to Colonel Goddard, 
kifure was afiorded to the v.ickcrls of the 

» Mi il '■ 1 , II -I Mi n v f 1 


Pilhwa 



C 17 3 

VHhiva andof Nium Ally Cawn, to work upon 
bis mind, and alarm him with menaces from 
their mailers. At this critical period of fuf* 
pence, and while the detachment was Hill at 
a diltance, he fell dangeroully ill, and it is 
not furpriling that, in fuch a lituation, he Ihoufd 
be indecilive and irrefolute. It is to thefe cir« 
cumllanccs I attribute a letter, which he wrote 
to Colonel Goddard in a (late of defpondcncy, 
and apparently declining to enter into any ne- 
gotiation with us, or to co-operate with our 
detachment ; — but having in fome degree re- 
covered his health, and been informed by Co- 
lonel Goddard of his having received powers 
to continue the negotiations, and of his inten- 
tion to fend a gentleman properly qualihed to 
open the fubjedt of his inllrudions, and learn 
the Rajah’s fentiments upon them ; Mooelajec 
in his anfwers, a copy of which I tranfmit for 
your information, has again Ihewn a difpofi- 
tion to unite with us. From the impatience, 
w'hich he exprefles, for the arrival of the gen- 
tleman deputed by Colonel Goddard, 1 draw 
the mod favourable ex|>e(flations. 

You will pleafe to rccollcft. Sir, that this 
expedition was undertaken at the repeated in- 
dances of the Prefidency of Bombay for the 
purpofe of defeating the dangerous dcligns, 

D which 
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which the French were meditttbg -hf thfJf 
•gent St. Lubtio at Poonah, 3 ut we had id 
iboner engaged in it, and ihewn pur 
nation to fupport the plan, which they recom* 
mended, than they totally defetted us, and 
even fuggeiled obftaCles to the execution of 
a plan, which they themfelvcs had framed. 

Finding that no reliance was to be placed 
on affiAance from Bombay, I was compelled 
to adopt means more within my own controli 
and which might eAe(^ the dehred purppfes 
without depending on that government. 

Incredible j|s it may appear to you, Colonel 
Goddard, in a public letter of the 5th Deccm* 
her 1778, informs us, that he has not rcceive(f 
any letter from Bombay of a later date than 
the 21 A July; although he had conAantly ad- 
vifed them of his progrefs ; nor ba? this Go- 
vernment received any advices from thence of 
a later date than the nth of September, al- 
though, by private intelligence which 1 can 
rely upon, I am informed that fome vigorous 
meafures for the re-eAabliAiment of Raganaut 
Row were in agitation. Thcle will not affed 
Colonel Goddard’s operations, if he Aiall have 
concluded a treaty with Moodajee BooAa, 
which will of courjt take precedence of any 

plaq 
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fentied bf tbe Pnefidencjrof Sombay#, 
if tliey cannot be made to eoincidei 

I forbear at thU timb to fpeak of the mea-> 
fures, which it may become neceifary to pur- 
fue in the event of a failure of Colonel God- 
dard’s negotiation, bCcaufe 1 think it very im- 
probable, that Moodajee ihould be fo blind to 
his own intereft, and even to his prefent fafety, 
as to fuffer fuch advantages to efcape him, as 
are prefented to him in the propofed alliance, 
and to expofe himfelf to the refentment of 
the Minifters of Poonah, and of Nizam Ally 
Cawn, which he mud exped as the infallible 
confequences of his feparation from us, after 
the notorious proofs^ which he has offered, of 
his inclination to engage with us in an oppo- 
sition to them -f-. His determination mult have 

** Suppofing the India Company’s faith to have heeii 
pledged, as >t was, to Baganaut Row, by Bombay, it does 
Hot appear why fuch engagement fliould v/ nvrfe be fuper* 
feded by the fnbfi-^uent pledge of the fame faith to Moodajee 
Boofla. To one of thefe perfont there mutt be a breach of 
faith, if not to both. 

^ lo fpitr of all thefe heautifnl fpeculations, Moodajee 
BopJU joined la the coafederacy againA us, and marched an 
army to the ftontiert of Bengal, in June 1780, which Mi. 
Haftings was obliged to buy off with 200,000]. of the Com- 
pany’s money. Stich was the event cf his boafied union 
with Moodajee Boofla ' 
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Wen taken long before this ; and I am in daily 
expedation of receiving the notificatitm of it ; 
as Mr. Wathcrfton, the gentleman who is deput- 
ed by Colonel Goddard to his court, was within 
two days journey of Naugpoor on the 17th 
of December. 

1, for my own part, have not the lead doubt 
of the detachment reaching Bombay with eafe, 
even without this fupport, under the fame ac- 
tive and able condud which Colonel Goddard 
has difplaycd iince he has received the com- 
mand of it ; nor of his being joined with ma- 
ny partizans of Raganaut Row, who wait but 
for a fafe occafion to declare thcmfclves, ihould 
it be nccclTary to recur to the original objed 
of the expedition ; but I fhall referve this for 
the fubjed of another letter, fliould it be necet 
fary to purfuc it. 

As I have profclTed to give you a plain and 
concife narrative of the fads, I will not dif- 
creditthc meafure, to which they all bear a 
common relation, by any comment upon them, 
trufting to your good fenfe *y and to the zeal 
which you have hitherto fo fucccfsfully exerted 


* Mr. Haftiogt did not think it fafe to truft entire^ to 
Sir Eyre Coote's good fcafe oa thii occaiion. 
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for the aggrandizement of the Bikifh donuntons . 
in India, for my beft fecurity againft any at* 
tempts which may have been made to iniiu* 
cnce your judgement againft it. 

I have the honour to be, 

With much eftcem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

Faithful fervant, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


BAtraS 
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Extras of a Letter from Mr , Hastings to Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, dated Fort William, 
nith July 1779. 


I F I have not been fo communicative of the 
views and meafures of this Government, fincc 
my letter of the 27th of February, it is owing 
to the want of materials. The miferable end 
of the ill-projeftcd enterprife of the Prefidency 
of Bombay has bkfted all the hopes of this 
Government, and left us no re/ouretf but in the 
t(ffer of peace on boaourable terms. This we in- 
trufted to Colonel Goddard on the firft news 
of the convention of Wargawm in April laft, 
empowering him to confirm the treaty of Poo- 
rundur, provided the Miuiftcrs would make a 
formal renunciation of the rights, which they 
fuppofed themfclves to derive from the con- 
vention of Wargawm, and engage never to 
admit the French cither on the footing of trade 
or alliance into their dominions. On the 14th 
of June we fent him other inilrudtions, chiefly 
relating to the meafures which we thought 
proper to be purfued, in the event of a war* 
Of thefe I will fend you a copy, and as foon 
as it is determined what new line of conduft 


' we 
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ire lhall follow on the occafion of Ragoba'i 
efcape to our camp) 1 will give you immeduae 
advice of it> 1 think it moft probable that 
the Minifters will be glad to yield to any 
terms, rather than rifque another war in the 
piefent diftraded ilate of their affairs, and the 
unequal conteff they have to fuffain with the 
fmgle power of Hyder. I have conformed to 
what 1 believe will be the general wiih, in 
giving my fupport to the plan of a peaceable 
accommodation, I cwn, againji Wf mn feelings^ 
and wipeif and the knowledge which I think 
1 poffefs of the confequences which our influ> 
cnce will fuffer in India, if we do not, by feme 
fignal ad, retrieve the difgracc hich our arms 
have fuffered by the milcondud of the late 
expedition from Bombay. The whole Indian 
world judges as your friend Do»la judges, 
that our mifearriage was not owing to mifeon- 
dud or timidity, but to the inequality of onr 
infantry to their numerous cavalry. I Jhall not 
in my heart he forry^ if they force us into a fitu- 
ation, which may afford us the occaHon of re- 
futing this opinion, which I am certain will 
be the cafe, if our forces are properly employed 
and w'ell conduded. We lhall apply to 
you for your alliftance, and immediately. We 
flinll alfo ilrengthen General Goddard with re- 
inforcements 
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inforoements from our own eftabliihments, aad 
poflefs great political refourccs, if we are called 
upon to employ them. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

WARREN HASTINGV 


Ne/e. “ In this letter Mr. Haftings declares 
** that no re/oune was left him but in the offer 
** of peace ; — yet the offer was againft his own 
<< feelings and wiffes, and he ftiould not, in bts 
« bearti be forty that the offer was rejected 
by the Mahrattas." 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Eyr^ Coote to Sir* 
Thomas Rumbqi<» ; dated Lucknow, ^pl> 
January 1 780. 

My DEAR Sir Thomas, 

TT HOUGH I approve your intention of rcr 
turning to Europe as foon as poflible, yet J 
cannot but lament the ncceflity you are under 
of doing fo, both on behalf of the public and 
tnyfclf. 

I agree with you entirely as to what our 
conduft ought to be in refped to the Mabrat- 
tas, and have, in the ftrongeft terms, both to 
Goddard and at the Board, urged the expe- 
diency, nay the neceflity of concluding a peace 
with them, if it could be done upon terms 
worthy of us ; and I am now more convinced 
than ever, that it might have been propcrlv 
effciflcd had not Mr, Hajiings's mrejpondenee 
with Goddard fpoke a very different language ; 
and with what view this additional weight is 
brought upon our Ihoulders, while affairs a ejr 
fo threatning an afpedt at home, I own I . 
not divine ; but fo it is, and we now bre 
pothing but hoftilitics agaihft all the great pc 

E 


i. 
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ers in India, who will certainly be fupportcd 
by the French, and very poffibly by the Spa- 
niards alfo. What condition we are in to war*- 
rant fuch proceedings, you may judge, when 
I alTure you our trcafury is fo cxhaufted that 
we fhall foon be obliged to take up money to 
anfwer the common exigencies of Government j 
and the country already fo plundered and ipj- 
poverilhed, that the revenues are funk nearly 
one half, and that colleAcd with the ^reated 
difficulty. 

Whatever glofs the Board, in its t orrefpon- 
dence with the people at home, may put upon 
thefc matters, alTupe yourfclf fuch is the nue 
{late of the cafe. 

I have already Informed you of my having 
told Mr. Haflings, upon my arrival here, that I 
would certainly give my fupport toGoveinmeut 
as long as his mcafures were fuch as I could 
join in ; and, while I continued upon the fpot, he 
was held within proper bounds, by the conviftion 
he felt that his credit and confcquencc could 
not exift without it. But no fooncr did I quit 
the Prefidency to attend to the bufincfs of 
jny own particular department, which it was 
abfolutely neceflary to do in thefc dillant fla- 

tions 
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tidns than h hai Ireke out into the mofi wantM 
txtrtions of fvwet againft the public good, and 
tries every means, by private infinuations an4 
letters through third hands, to lower my con- 
fequcnce among the country powers here, and 
embroil me with the army. In proof of the 
firft, I enclofe you a treaty ^ he has entered 
into with a man fo infignificant, as to render 
the terms in which it is clothed fcandaleus 
for fuch a nation as ourfclves to condefeend 
to, together with my letter to the Board and 
proteft againfk it, as well as private letters 
upon the fubjed. The proteft and letter are 
withheld from the Board f under pretence, 
you fee, of conciliating matters, and the terms 
required from me, arc to drop my objedlions, 
which are made from conviftion and feeling 
for the public fervicc. As it could not be ex- 
pected fuch a point was to be gained from me, 
1 conclude other purpofes are to be ferved by 
it; one perhaps may be the difpatch of the 
(hips without having my diffent appear upon 
the proceedings; and another, 1 am aftured. 


* Ranna of Gohud. 

t They were not laid before the Beard until the 14th Fe- 
bruary 1780. Fide Apftiidtx to the ^xth iefort ^Secret 
Cmmiute^ Pe, tjf. 

Ez is 
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is the idte of ' getting over MefTrs. Francis ahdl 
Wheler, but more efpecially the latter, for 
which purpofe overtures have, I am told, beeir 
made, and lures -held out, which might not 
focceed fo well/ if my diilent from this mesb- 
furc of Government was prcvioufly known. 

If this plan fucceeds, ard the fame prince- 
pfes of Government fubfift, you fee what mull 
be my lituiation, how totally ufeltfs to the pur- 
pofes which I came out to ferve, and how Vex- 
atious to myfelf. Befides the anxiety and un- 
eafinefs I fuffer from theft ruinous pHbliCy and 
jefuitital private proceedings, at a time, when 
nothing but unanimity can fave us from the 
fvils we have brought upon ourfelvts, I have 
alfo another ferious matter of complaint againff 
thofe, who ought to have fupporied me from 
home, lince both Miniller and the Direftors 
have failed in the promifc made me that I 
ihould be placed in my proper feat at the 
^ard the very firft time any India matters 
were brought before the Houfe. Lord North 
alTured me it fhoold be done, and the Chair- 
man pledged himfelf to fee it performed ; and, 
without a confidence in thofe declarations I 
moft certainly had not come out ; yet a bilt 
for prolonging the term 6f the aft has palii’d 
without any notice being taken of it. 


X con^ 



t *9 ] 

i coniidered this as To elTential a point, thit 
i even rcprefcnted to His Majefty the impro- 
priety there would be in my iitting as youngeft 
of the Board, when holding the rank I did in 
his fcrvice, and pofieffing his commiffion as 
Commander in Chief ; and that as no example 
of the kind had yet been feen, at would be 
Very extraordinary if the firft inftance of it 
Ihould fall upon a man who was allb the BrA 
to hold fuch powers from himlelf in India. 

The long experience 1 have had of your 
friendlhip induces me thus to trouble you with 
ttiy affairs ; and, in confcquence of your very 
kind offers of forvicc, I lhall requeft the fa- 
vour of \ou to reprefent thefe circumftances, 
and my ficuation in confcquence of them, to 
the Minifter, and to employ the reafons I ha\ e 
given you for defiring it in forwarding the re- 
cal, for which I mean to write by this op- 
portunity. You will alfo be fo good, when 

and as I make no doubt he will, from this 
opening, have the goodnefs to give you an op- 
portunity of entering farther into the fubjed:, 

you 
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ywi w91 then take the trouble of enlarging 
upon it, and 'explain to him the infuperabfe 
diffifculties 1 jtouft meet with when thus op- 
pofed here, and unattended to from home, 
in carrying on ferviee, and fulhlimg the du- 
ties expeAed from me — a charadter at flake, 
and, in that, what is equally valuable to me, 
m * * « ««««•*«»« 

it * St * 

He 
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1 have 
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1 have wrote to Mr. Purling) and &all in- 
clofe it, together with my letter to the Secre- 
tary at War, in this packet ; but, as time will 
not allow me to do more, I muft re^er Sir W\ 
James to you for information ; and I leave it 
to your dilcretion to make any ufe you may 
think advifablc of the contents of this letter. 

From what I have laid befpre you, it will 
fully appear that my fituation here is likely to 
become every day more critical. I am fure 
you will readily lend your alliftancc to leflening 
fome part of my difficulties, which may be 
done by difpatching, as foon as poffible, that 
part of Lord M‘Leod’s regiment which I have 
alieady wrote for ; and I trull you will be able 
to have them embarked before your departure^ 


Aflure yourfelf, my dear Sir, of *ny beft 
fervices to the tv^o friends you recommend* 
As to Tom Law, he really needs no advocate 
but himfclf. Mr. Richardfon I am not much 
acquainted with ; but, reil fatisfied, I will pro- 
piotc his intcreft as far as lies in my power. 

Lady Coote joins me in fmccrely wilhing to 
^dy Ruinbold and yourfelf a profperous voy- 

age 
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age and fafe arrival in England ) and may you 
(bon recover the health you have loft. 

Believe me to be. 

With very fincere efteem. 

My dear Sir Thomases 
Afledlionate Friend and 
Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 
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C(tpy of a Letter from Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 
to Mr, Hastings, dated Allahabad, lyh 
December 1779. 

/Dear Sir, 

1 T H I S moment have received your letter 
of the 9tb.~->It is true that two days ago I had 
an intimation given me that Captain Palmer, 
your Aid de Camp, was coming up here in a 
public capacity, which I could not poflibly give 
credit to j not only becaufe your letter, inclo* 
ling the draft of the propofed treaty with Go- 
hud, did not mention it, but that I could not 
fuppofe, while I was fo near the fpot to effed: 
or aiSlt any public meafure, any other channel 
for its accomplifhment could be thought of : 
and there, are many gentlemen of refpedable 
charaders here, who could equally well have 
been difpatcbed to have the treaty ratified. 

The carrying through a meafure in this 
manner, by means of whaCis in a private 
agentf whatever glofs may be put upon the 
matter, while a member of the Board ftands 
in the fituation I do here, deftroys not only the 
‘confequence and dignity which ought to attend 

F every 
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every pledge given of public faith, but, with 
it, all appearances of co-operation between us: 
and the country powers, as well as our own 
community, naturally led to judge from out- 
ward marks, and not feeing any neceihty why 
a gentleman from your family Ihould travel the 
diftance between Calcutta and Gohud merely 
for fuch a purpofe, are not fcrupulous to give 
him an objeft which, I dare fay, you little 
meant he fliould come under the fufpicion of 

In refpeft to the treaty itfelf, I have ftrong. 
objeftions to fome parts of it ; and when I re- 
ceive it officially from the Soard, which I have 
a right to expeft very foon, I lhall offer them 
my remarks upon it ; but till then it muft reft, 
as I do not care to take it up from the copy 
which you have obligingly fent me, 

I am. 

My dear Sir, 

Your very faithful and 

obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) EYRE COOTE. 


• To loftck Sir i^re Qottf, 
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Cofy of 4 Lattr frm Mr, Hastixics it Sir 
Eyre Coote, K. ddfseff Fort WJJliiain, 
2^tb Deceialper 1779^ 

Dear Sir, 

1 RECEIVED, hy yeftefdajr*s poft, your 
letter of the 19th. 

It is to be regretted that you fufFered the re- 
ports of others to influeBce your judgecnenc 
and determine your refolutions, before you had 
given me the opportunity, which I folicited, 
of explaining to you the delign of Captain 
Palmer’s deputation ; bccaufe you would have 
known that it had no relation to anv I'ubjoSt 
which could poffibly a0e€t your confcquence, 
or afford you the moft diilanc caufe of offence. 
But I fear that you have taken* your decided 
line from the fir ft impreffion, and muft. of 
oourfe, juftify and abide by it. The conclu- 
fioij of your letter too ftrongly indicates this, 
and is, in cficif, a plain declaration of boftU 
lity. What my pcrfonal feelings have been on 
this occafiem I will not mention: thek have 
fub|ided, and given place to very different kn- 
falioQS in the prdpeeft I behold, of a ioof'e, 
F z divided, 
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divided, and diftraded Government, afTailed at 
the fame time by dangers which require the 
utmoft exertion of all its powers to repel — 
which is utterly impradlicable while thofe ih 
whofe bands they are placed want mutual con- 
fidence, and employ them in mutual oppo- 
fition. 

It may be too late to hope for any good 
efFedt from an explanation ; yet thus far I lhall 
endeavour to remove the grounds of your ob- 
jeftions, by afluring you that the ' real defign 
of Captain Palmer’s commiiiion is totally un- 
cornered with the treaty with the Ranna ef Gohud, 
and with his intcrefts, and could only be exe- 
cuted by mj felf, or by an agent fully and inti- 
mately inftrudled both in my views and in all 
the circumftanccs on which I ground my ex- 
pedtation of their accoraplifhment. — As to the 
form of interchanging the written deed of the 
treaty, I think I before told )ou, that this was 
no objedt : tji effeSf a common chubdar^ or even 
a cojjidf might have been tnjlruited with fo trivial 
a ceremonial. But whatever were the objedl, it 
was as little in your power to give your perfonal 
attention to it as it was in mine. The difference 
between our refpedtive diftances from the often- 
fible feene of the commifiion makes no altera- 
tion cither in the right of official jurifdidiou 
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or in the propriety of my delegating a truft of 
thi^ kifld. I did underftand that you looked 
for no other employment but that which your 
military charge, a very weighty one, afforded 
you, nor any political influence beyond the 
Nabob of Oud, which, from its connedion 
with your immediate department, may be con- 
fidered as neceflary in a great degree to the fup- 
port of your credit and authority in it. I have 
promifed to fupport you to the utmoft of my 
power in the pofl'effion and exercife of both, 
I have moft faitiifully performed that promife, 
not only by my voice at the Board, but by my 
perfonal authority, wherever I have had any call 
to employ it, and by public declarations of my 
refolution to the fame effed. — You have alfo 
given me } our promife and frequent repetitions 
of it, that you w ill fupport my authority. The 
political department is moft efpecially and moft 
cflTentiall) mine. If you deny me this, what 
is my department, or what is that authority 
to which )ou have promifed your fupport? 

If, in the cooler moments of refledion, you 
fhall have allowed ) our reafon or friendlhip to 
didate a more temperate condud than that 
which your letter portends, we may yet unite 
pur endeavours with effed for the public fer- 
vice, which is aiy oaly motive in this letter : 

if 
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if not, I have the teftimony of my own con* 
fcience to acquit me of all blame for the con* 
fequences. 

Captain Palmer has my orders to attend you 
in his route, to fhew you my inArudbns, and to 
receive any additions which you may think it 
proper to give to him. As I hope he will fooi) 
perform this part of his commiifion, } think it 
unijeceffary to fay more concerning it, efpecially 
fince you h&ve mad.e it necelTary to explain it 
more particularly than 1 had intended, or than 
could be done by lett.er, 

f have faid that the real dclign of Captain 
Palmer’s deputation was totally foreign from the 
treaty lately comluded with the Kanna of Gohud\ 
and you will underlland the expreflion to imply 
that this dclign was but one. It wa§ indeed 
firft fuggefted by ap application from the 
Ranna’s Miniller, that a perfon might be de- 
puted to fee the Ranna ratify the treaty, and 
(as he faid) tp view the ftate of the Ranna and 
of his country. I accepted the propofal, in- 
tending to apply it to a better purpofe, which 
I had before in contemplation ; but I had alfo 
another, though fecondary, view in it, which 
was to prevent what 1 had fomc fime forefeen 
or fuf|>edi:ed, the cfFed of any incendiary ar- 
tifices 
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tificeS which may have been pfadlired to dif- 
unite us. Something like this 1 intimated in 
(I believe) my laft letter. 

I cannot eonclude this letter without expref- 
fing my furprife at one fuggeftion in yours, 
which as ill agrees with your profefhons of the 
eiteem in which you held my charaderas it was 
moft injurious to it. — You can have had no 
ground for fuch an imputation in any paft in> 
fiance of my condud, and ought to have re^ 
fented the attempt in any one to fix it on me, 
(1 fhould have thought this due toy^u in the 
like cafe.) — I muft add, that, were I myfelf 
capable of making a mercenary bargain for the 
fale of the Company’s alliance, I have too high 
an opinion of Captain Palmer’s honour to have 
tempted him to become the infirument of fo 
bafe a traffic. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Dxak Sik^ 

Your mofi obedient and 

Mofi humble Servant, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Note. 
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Note. ExtraB of Bengal Secret ConJuUatiens of 
6 ib December 1779. 

“ Refolved, That a.perfon be deputed, 01^ 
“ the part of this Government, to the Ranna 
** of Gohud,/<?r tbe purpoje of feeing the treaty 
executed, and for exchanging the ratifica- 
** tions. 

“ Governor General, 1 move that Captain 
“ I’jlmcr, my Military Secretary, may be de- 
puftd to interchange the treaties with the 
“ Ranna of Golnid, according to the propofal 
of the Minifter entered in the former part of 
“ this da) ’s confultation.” 


Copy 
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C»py of a Litter from Mr. Hastings, to Sir 
Eyre Coote, K. B. dated Fort WilUara, 
3 </ ^muarji if%o. 


Dear Sir, 

YOUR letter td the Bdard, with your pro- 
teft againft the treaty lately concluded with the 
Ranna of Gohud, is arrived. Mr. Barweil has 
prevailed upon me td keep back the delivery 
of it until he Ihall have written to you himfelf, 
and teCeived your anfwcr and final rciblution 
concerning it. His motives I applaud, as no 
lefs bccoitiing in his public charader, than^ez* 
preflive of the zeal and fteadinefs which influ- 
ence his friendlhips ; and I yield to him without 
reludtancc, from a convidion, that the end 
propofed by the delay will completely juftify 
me againft any objeftions of its irregularity. I 
Ihall forbear to lay any thitig concerning the 
occafion of this intervention, as Mr. Barweil 
has undertaken it, and fliali refer you for a 
more elledual and equally genuine information 
of my fentiments to his letter. In the mean 
time, your public letter Ihall remain in his 
G hands 
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hands, to be difpofed of as you ihall think it 
proper to direft. 

I have the honour to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Your nioft obedient 

And humble fervant, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Cr.py of a Letter from Mr. Barwell to Sir 
Eyre, Cootf, K. B. dated Calcutta, ^d 
January 1780. 

Dear Sir Eyre, 

THE occafion will, I hope, excufc me, let 
whatever may prove the refult. I was lick and 
kept my houfe when your letter of the 21ft 
arrived; I no fooncr read it than I invited the 
Governor to call upon me, in order if polliblc 
to prevent, if it was in my power,' the confe- 
qucnccs which I dreaded might flow from it. 
1 began the converfarion by reprefenting to him 

th- 
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the miftake under which I conceived your re> 
fentment had been excited, and then (lightly 
touching on the cafues which might have con- 
duced to it, I dwelt long and pointedly on the 
great weight and refponfibility your military 
command and rank in .the government gave 
you : the right you had to participate in every 
meafure; the refpcdl, caution, and delicacy, 
with which you fhould be treated ; and con- 
cluded my difeourfe (an hour long) with a 
peremptory demand to keep your letter in my 
poflllhon, and to ufc my endeavours to conci- 
liate a breach likely to prove irreparable if not 
immediately healed : that as I was neither de- 
terred by the warmth of your temper, nor by 
the decided manner in which your dilTatisfac- 
tion had been exprefled, he muft give me 
leave to hope, and to a^ from that hope. 

The obftacle I found moft difficult to remove 
was, the idea, that he might be charged with 
interrupting your correfpondence with the 
Boaid : 1 combated this by obferving, that the 
blame, if any, was mine; that 1 fhould not 
fcruplc to avow it. It was my part, if I could, 
to prevent a divifion between you, &c. &c. I 
muft, in jufticc to Mr. H. inform you he not 
only, at my inftance, readily left your letter and 
G z miuutc 
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minute to my keeping, but exprefled himfelf 
in the warmeil and tendereft manner. He had 
fought your friendihip, he faid, and he would 
not by any ad of his bre^k the cqnnedion : he 
ftiOUld be happy to ftrengthen it, and wilhed 
me fuccefs; and this with fuch ^ sprcifions, as 
to convince me he fpoke without rcl'crvc, and 
felt my anxiety, at the inftant he gave me his 
permillion to do what I might think proper in 
an affair fo delicate and perplexing. I would 
willingly enter into the fubjcft with more free- 
dom, if I conceived it would amwer any good 
purpofe ; but, until I am fatisfied by your con- 
fideration Ihewn to the requeft I am about to 
make (that you can plate a dependence on my 
motive and principle of adion) I fliall confine 
myfclf to my immediate objed in addreffing 
you, without pretending to judge between you. 

I alk it pf you as a favour, xo moderate ypur 
warrpth ; to fprget the caufe, lyhcthcr real or 
fuppofitious, that excjtes it ^ apd to allow me 
to aflure Mr. H. I have prevailed, and that 
you have configned qll to oblivion, by em- 
powering me to return your letter, and to give 
him this farther teft of your difpofition to pre- 
ferve a connedion, which on his pxrt mul^ bp 
equally well fupported. 
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I noed not affurc you of my unremitted 
endeavours— the public fervice as well as per- 
fonal ties equally and ftrongly influence me— 
If they are fruitlcfs, I can only lament the per- 
fecution of fortune, in fixing me to a perpetual 
feene of contefl, and lament the diyifibn which 
r}ow unhappily deprives me of every profpeft 
of union in our councils. Upon the r^cipt of 
yuqr anfwer all my hopes depend. 

I am. 

My dear Sir, 

Your fricp4 

And very humble fervant, 


(Signed) 


IlICH? BARWELL. 
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Copy of a Letter from Str Eyre Coote to Mr. 

Hastings, dated Eufknow, ictth January, 

1780. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE juft received your letter of the 
29th, and do affurc you, that the idea of a di- 
vided and enfeebled Government, at a junfturc 
when every nerve ftiould be ftrained for the 
public fcrvice, gives me all the painful feelings 
V hieh j ou can poflibly have experienced your-. 

fdf, 

I do moft folemnly declare, that I have nor, 
in any one inftance, deviated from the promife 
1 gave of fupporting you in every meafurc 
which appeared to me to be beneficial to our 
employers. I defiied yours upon no other 
terms for myfclf j and you may recollcift, that, 
in order to infurc fuch a conciliation of opinion 
as might beft enable us to carry through the 
operations of Government, we judged it expe^ 
dient to give mutual information of every in- 
tended plan or propofition previous to its com- 
ing before the Board. Had this been attended 
to in the inftance before us, by fending to me the 
treaty with thcRanna of Gohud, as it is now 

worded. 



•f 4t ] 

worded, befdffe it was produced at the Board, 
you may depend upon it I ihould have made to 
you every objedtion in confidence, which, much 
to my concern, I was under the neceffity of of- 
fering publicly, in order to clear myfelf of a 
mcafure which I felt to be deftrudtive in many 
ways, to our national iptereft and honour. — I fay 
the treaty as it is now worded ; for though in 
I'ubftance it refembles the firft paper you com- 
municated to me, yet the terms in which it is 
clothed alter and extend every article in fuch a 
manner, that I no longer fee in it the fame ob- 
jeft. The point was not of fuch great import- 
ance as to have fuffered any prejudice by this 
Ihort delay in its execution ; and it would have 
jnfwcred the farther good purpofe of enabling 
me to inform you from the fpot, that you had 
been deceived as well as myfelf in the ideas we 
had been led to form of the confcquence, re- 
venues, ftrength, and fituation of the Ranna 
and his territories. 

In refped: to Captain Palmer’s deputation, as 
the oftenfible rcalbn given for it is the ratifica- 
tion of the public faith, I muft ftill feel, that it 
ought to have gone through a member of the 
Board, fituated where, and as I am at prefent. 
The private commiflion he is charged with I 
c^n be no judge of, bccaufe 1 am unacquainted 

with 
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xvith it j thcjugli, when jrou firft ipesdCtte^ t}ie 
character in which he was to appear* 3 'ovi aP 
fured me I Ihould receive from you the full io* 
formation in another letter. Such a proper aod 
well-timed confidence concerning Captain Pal- 
iner’s real mijfion^ and the glofs intended to he 
thrown over it, would have put it in my power 
to reprefent to you the impropriety of the lat- 
ter in rcfpcdl: to myfelf, and to give you at the 
fafne time my fentiments upon the former. 

1 cannot leave this fubjed without exculpa- 
ting myfelf from the idea you have formed in 
confcqucricc of an expreffion in my letter. Be 
aflufed, Sir, the attributing to you a? mercenary 
motive was the fartheft thing in the world from 
my thoughts : but, feeing the little confidence 
Ihewn me in regard to thofe tranfadions, I con- 
fefs I could not help fuppofing it poffibic, that 
the obfervation of what pajfcd here might he one 
point in vicj}. 

I fhall not enter into a difeufHon of the rights 
alhxcd to our fcvcral departments; fuHice it 
that I know what belongs to me, both in my 
military capacity, and as a member of the 
Board ; and that 1 neither wifli nor mean to 
advance a H.'p bevond iIk fltidcft limits of 
cither. 

And 
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And allow me again to repeat, that I ftiU 
continue, as furely you have found me hitherto, 
moft ready to fupport every mcafure of Go- 
vernment, which, according to my ideas, 1 can 
fupport with propriety to the public and my- 
felf ; that It is my iincere wifh and deiire to pre- 
ferve the reciprocal confidence which I be. 
lieved our concern for the good of the fervice 
had fo cftabliihed between us, that my abfence 
from the Board could not poffibly have leffened 
it ; and that I have, on my part, in every tranf- 
aftion, both here and elfewhere, moft exadlly 
and pointedly adhered to it, by giving, on all 
occafions, every degree of fupport and confe- 
qucnce to )'our authority and charafter. Op- 
pofition from me, as I think I have often afllired 
) ou, is to meafures and not to men. 

Whether to avow thefe principles, and to aft 
from them, portends hoftile intentions, I leave 
)ou to judge ; and let your candour alfo deter- 
mine, whether the fame proceedings, on your 
parr, would not have fpared us all trouble, but 
that of attending to the exigencies of our pre*. 
fent critical fituation, and endeavouring to pre* 
ferve uninjured the important ftafce committed 
to our charge. 


H 


I m^ 
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I mean to fet off to-morrow for Futty Ghur, 
9nd other ftatitns ; and am. 

Dear Sir, 

Vour moft obedient 
Humble fcrvant, 

(Signed) EYRE COOTE. 


Copy of a Letler from Sir E'v re Coote to Mr. 
Barwell at Calcutta, dated Fmty Ghur, 
ilth January, 1780. 

My Dear Sir, 

I HAVE juft received your letter of the 
3d inftant, as well as one ot the fame date, 
from Mr. Haftings; to which' my letter of 
the 10th will, 1 hope, have proved a fuffi- 

cicnr 
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cknt acftrer^ a»d no doubt he will havt fhiWi 
it you. 

In full reply to the different points you date, 
I mod folcmnly declaffc that my proted pro- 
ceeded from enmity to no man ; that it arofe 
from no perfonal pique whatever ; and that, fo 
far from warmth, it was diftated by my cooled 
determination, unconneAed with any party or 
difcordafit views, but folely to judify myfelf 
in my condudt upon a mcafure that I cannot 
join in, without giving up the military trud re- 
pofed in me : and in proof of this, if the treaty 
is altered into fuch a lhape that I can fubferibe 
to, as explained in my lad minute, my proted 
ihail fall with that amendment : and I flatter 
myfelf that my objedions to it mud appear fo 
forcible, that there can be little difficulty in this 
bufinefs ; in which idea I am more confirmed 
by your withholding ray letter, &c. from the 
Board. 

As to Mr, Hadings feeking my friendfhip, 
he did not feck it in vain. This is proved both 
by my conduft towards him here, andmji r/^r- 
fentations heme : how far it Is worth his while to 
retain it, he is the bed judge : but you mud 
concur with me in opinion, that no friendfhip 
whatever ought to debar me from felf-judi* 
H z. ficatiooji 



jication, whep ipy 4uty appears to me to call 
for it. 

1 am, 

My dear Sir, 

Your very fincerc and 
Obedient, humble fervant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


(Signed) 
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Co^ of a Letter from Mr . Hastings to Lord 
Macartney, on the River Ganges, near 
Buglepore, dated i^d July, 1781 . 

Right Honourable Lord Macartney. 

My Lord, 

I N the letter which I have already had the 
honour to addrefs to your Lordlhip, 1 exprefled 
my regret that I had not known of your appoint- 
ment in time to have furnilhed you with expla- 
nations on fome particular points, of which I 
expe(5t that an advantage will have been taken 
to prejudice } our mind with injurious and dan- 
gerous opinions of the dcligns of this Govern- 
ment with relation to yours. From the candour 
which your Lordlhip appears to poflefs, I have 
no doubt that I Ihould have found it an eafy 
point to fatisfy you of the propriety and fair- 
nefs of our adts, and even of their neceflity ; 
but as it has happened, you will have taken 
your line; and any thing which I can write 
upon paft fubjedts may arrive too late to pro- 
duce their effedts. I feel the difeouragement of 
this reflexion, but ihall not yield to it, trufting 

that 
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that you will have had the caution, under what- 
ever impreffion, to avoid fo decided a conduft 
as may difable you from yielding to the influ- 
ence of better information, or (v\hich I rather 
expert) that you will have at once refolvcd to 
adopt our principles, and heartily to fupport 
and carry the pieafures formed upon them into 
efFcft. 

Let me premife that our Government has a 
weight of bulinefs of its own already as great 
as it can fuftain, and a rcfponfibiliry futficiently 
hazardous and delicate in itfclf to make it dread 
any addition to it; and, my Lord, I fancy that 
you have found the afiaiis of the Carnatic in a 
ftate which could afford little temptation to us, 
were we ever fo vacant of emplo) ment, to ali'ume 
a participation in the condud and events of its 
adminiftration. This may ferve for a general 
protff, that it was not from choice that wc have, 
in any inftaoce, interfered in the concerns of that 
province, of of your prefidency, I dcfire }’our 
Lordlhip to look back on the tranfadtions of the 
lafl; twelvemonth, and weigh, by your own judge- 
ment, the many things that we have done for the 
lelief and prefervation of Fort St. George. 
That, which was undeniably good, has been ac-> 
cepted as a rightful claim ; the reft, as I am 
told, either treated with derifion, or refemed as 

injurious. 
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injurious. I allude particularly to the treaty 
proi)ofed with the Dutch, a meafurc extorted by 
the cries of defpair, and judged in the elation 
of a fudden return of fuccefs ; and to the agree- 
ment lately concluded with the Nabob Waula 
Jaw. To this I fhall confine the fcquel of this 
Utter. 

The letters from the Prefident and Seleft 
Committee of Fort St. George, from the be- 
ginning of the war with Hyder, have invariably 
rcprcl'cnted the refources of the Carnatic as loft 
beyond all hope to them, either from the Na- 
bob’s inability to colkft them, or his determi- 
nation to withhold them. We exprefled it as 
our firm opinion, that every rupee of the Car- 
natic ought to be primarily and exclufivcly ap- 
plied to its defence; that, as our force alone 
maintained it, w-e had a right to demand aflign- 
mcncs of the whole revenue, and even to take it 
if refuUJ. In the mean time they had made 
the demand, and the Nabob had refufed it ; but 
the demand and refufal were in one inftance fo 
myftcrious that we could not comprehend the 
latent caufes of either. The Circars of Rigolc, 
?ic had been afllgned to the Nabob’s private 
creditors ; but as they had gained nothing by 
the affignment, they prdjrofed to transfer it to 
the Company, on the condition that credit 

Ihould 
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ihould be given them in the Company's name 
for the receipts ; that thefe might be employed 
in the mean time for the expences of the war. 
The Committee demanded the alEgnmcnt, but 
took no notice of the condition, and the Nabob 
naturally refufed it, bccaufe he had already 
granted it to his creditors ; and with this ftate of 
the cafe, both parties referred it to us ; the cre- 
ditors remonftrating againft the mode in which 
the demand was made, as fubjedting the Nabob 
to a rejedtion of it, by which all parties mull: 
be lofers ; and the Committee Hating it as a 
confirmed proof of the Nabob’s difaffedtion. 

At the fame time the Nabob’s Dewan, Ahfam 
Cawn, and Mr. Richard Sulivan, arrived in Cal- 
cutta, charged with a fpecial commiflion from 
the Nabob to conclude a treaty with this Govern- 
ment ; of which the firft condition, and the firft 
apparent objcdl of their deputation, was, that 
\vc would accept an aflignment of his revenues, 
and cm])'o} them on the public feivice; and 
this condition was not offered for our benefit, 
but folicitcd, as if his intereft alone was likely 
to be promoted by our aflent to it. 

This was the foundation of the agreement ; 
and as it proinifed a nioft feafonablc relief to 
the Cjrnatic, which wc could not cafily afford^ 

ha\ ing 
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having already exhauftcd both our refotirces 
and credit in that and other emergent otfcafions 
of the Company's affairs, we readily and gladly 
accepted the offer, guarding it with fuch pro- 
vilions as appeared to us neceffary to prevent its 
being defeated, or perverted to other purpofes. 
Your Lordfhip v\ill not alk, why we thought 
our intervention on this occafion ncccflary, and 
why we did not rather refer the accommoda- 
tion to the Prcfulcncy of Fort St. George, which 
was the regular inftrument of the Company’s 
participation in the government of the Car- 
natic ^ But I will fupjiofe the queftion. I might 
properly anfwcr it by another, — Why did the 
Company withdraw their confidence from the 
fame Miniftry to bellow it on your Lordlhip ? 
And, after all, what have we done ^ «For others 
every thing, for ourfclves nothing, — unlefs it 
be fuppofed that we refeued the Nabob from the 
thraldom, in which he w'as held by others, to 
exercife the fame lucrative fpecics of opprefEon 
on him ourfclves; an imputation which I 
know w'ill be fuggefled, and the world will be 
ready to give it credit; but which I fhould ab- 
hor myfclf, if I thought that any man who knew 
me would admit but with a moment’s hefitation. 
Had I known that a man of your Lordlhip’s 
charafter had been chofen to adminifter the af- 
fairs of that Government, I believe that I Ihould 

I have 
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have pcrfuaded the Nabob to truft his intcrefts 
in your hands, rather than make fuch a repara- 
tion of them from their ancient and more na- 
tural connexion ; and from the moderation of 
Mr. Wheler’s difpofition, I think he would have 
agreed with me in that preferable accommoda- 
tion ; but as it has been made an af5t of this Go- 
vernment, and its faith pledged in the moft fa- 
cred manner to the performance of it, it can 
neither be revoked nor qualified; and I moil 
earneftly conjure your Lordlhip to give it j our 
firm and hearty fupport. 

The principal articles of this agreement aie 
the 8th, loth, iith, and 12 th. On thefe 1 fhall 
offer a few remarks. 

To render the mode of collection prefcrlbed 
in the 8th and 10 th articles efTcCtual, I would 
recommend that the Commiflioncrs be allowed 
a commiffion or percentage, and a liberal one, 
upon the fums which they lhall realize, and no 
fixed appointments. It is the principle which 
we have lately adopted, and have applied to 
every great department of our own Govern- 
ment ; and I will venture to anfwer for its com- 
plete fuccefs, if you will make the trial of it. 
If you truft to the integrity of thofe whom yoq 
charge with the unchecked receipts of lacks, 

and 
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And allow them fuch oftenfible falaties as will 
afford them the bare means of fubfiftence ; the^ 
will make up the deficiency by fecret perqui> 
fites, to which no man ever yet fet due bounds. 
The confequcnce is inevitable, efpecially in 
this remote corner of the world, where men 
muft look to a Competency for their latter days. 
The commifiion will be an incitement to exer- 
tion, and will be a tie on the honour and fide- 
lity of thofe who receive it ; for I am perfuaded 
that the generality of the Company’s fervants 
would be better contented with a moderate, but 
fure, provilion by fuch allowed means, than to 
be let loofe on an unbounded feene of plunder, 
which muft be a fource of perpetual reproach 
and apprehenfion for the confequences of detec- 
tion. I beg your Lordihip to receive this not 
as a light recommendation. It is a favourite 
doftrinc, confirmed by many years refleftion 
and experience, although it iS but lately that I 
have had it in my power to apply it. I believe 
that the fame fentiments w'ill appear recorded 
by myfelf on your confultations, even at fo dif- 
tant a period as the year 1771. 

I can Jay little upon the JubjeSt of Tanjare^ 
for Jean hardly allow it the credit of a ferious ar- 
gkmtnt. The meannefs of our firf letters digni- 
fied tht Rajah with the tttle of Kitigy and ly that 
I * mifnotnerf 
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mjjnoraef^ if I may call it fat he has acquired all 
the prerogatives of Royaltyt though the Nahht 
bis undoubted SovqreigUt has been without fcrupk 
treated as a dependant. If thefe ridiculous pre- 
judices are allowed to operate againft every prin- 
ciple of juftice and jxilicy, and (I muft add) 
of common fenfc, it is a pity that they could 
not be confined to the feafon of peace and fecu- 
rity. Surely this is not a time to encourage or 
yield to the dclufion — The late Prefident and 
Seleft Committee informed us, that the Rajah 
had refufed to contribute a (lore of grain to the 
fubfiftence of the army, for which the Prefident 
had written to him a letter expreflive of his dif- 
pleafure — This is a language fo remote from 
my conceptions of the aftual and abfolutc rights 
of your Government, while it is charged with 
the entire defence of the Hate of which the 
Rajah of Tanjorc is a member, and of his dc- 
pcndancc, that I can fcarce offer an opinion, 
which fhall not appear extravagant in the tom- 
parifon — In a word, I think, it improper at 
fuch a time, to leave the Rajah an option to 
withhold a grain of his (lore, or a rui>ee of his 
treafure, from the fcrvice of the general ftate ; 
and moff heartily adviic, that, while that fer- 
vice, in the prefent defj)eratc condition of it 
lafts, the whole, with the fingle refervation of 
his own pcrfonal fubfiftence, be taken out of 

his 
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ha hands in better trail for the public ufe, 
Thefe are my public and private fentiments, 
and your Lordihip is welcome to avail yourfelf 
of them in any manner you pleafc — moil hear- 
tily do I wifh that they may be conformable to 
your own. 

The Nabob’s debt to individuals is become 
an objcdt of too great magnitude and extent 
to be treated on the principles on which it might 
have been proper to judge it in its com- 
mencement, as it is grow'n into a kind of na- 
tional property, and the fortunes of fo many 
are involved in it, that it will force itfelf upon 
the protcdion of the public, if fome expedient 
be not found to put the claims of the creditors 
on forae footing on which they can rely for 
their recovery. 

At the fame time, if they are allowed to grow 
with the yearly accumulation of the prefent 
intcreft, or even the piincipal to remain at its 
adlual amount, the manifeft impoffibilily of its 
being ever difeharged, or even diminilhed, 
will be a difeouragement to every attempt to 
effeft either. 

It was with an equal regard to thefe united 
confiderations, that we recommended the plan 

’ of 
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of adjuftment and liquidation which is defcribed 
in the nth article of the agreement. Mr. 
Richard Sulivan, who profeiTed to know the 
fentiments of the creditors, afiured me, that, 
inftead of repining at the retrenchments which 
we have propofed, they would be thankful for 
the provifion which was left them, having had 
little ground to hope for any payments. I ex- 
prefs my hopes upon this fubjedt with the 
greater confidence of their meeting your judge- 
ment, from a communication which has been 
lately made me by Mr. Stephen Sulivan, of a 
letter written by his father to your Lordfiiip, in 
which he recommends a plan for the liquida- 
tion of the Nabob’s debt, on exadly the fame 
principles as that of ours, but differing in the 
application only by the difference, which was 
rendered ncccflary by the alteration made in the 
date of affairs fince his letter was written. 

The reafon of the 12th article is felf evident : 
It may alfo appear unneceffary; for furcly the 
pad experience of the infecurity of the Nabob’s 
credit would be fufficient of itfclf to prevent 
any one hereafter from trufiing to it. But this 
will be forgotten when the danger is paft, and 
even the remedy will he a lure to new adven* 
turers* 


I lhall 



I lhall not make excufes for the length of 
this letter. It will coft your Lordfliip lefs time 
to read it ^Jian I have fpent in writing it ; and 
you will receive it as a proof of the value which 
1 fet on your Lordlhip’s concurrence in my line 
of thinking, by the pains which 1 have taken to 
gain it. You will have heard, that I have 
fubjefted myfelf to reproach for the deficiencies 
of my private corrcfpondence, and as much as 
I wifh to avoid that imputation with your Lord- 
fhip, I am afraid that occafions will happen 
to draw it upon me, and 1 thus early befpeak 
your indulgence if ever this lhall prove the 
cafe. I am at this time happily furnilhed with 
unufual leifure, and have gratified my own in- 
clinations, and performed, I hope, not an un- 
acceptable fervicc to your Lordlhip in this em- 
ployment of it. 

1 beg leave to conclude this letter and the 
general fubjeft of it, with a recommendation 
of Mr. Richard Sulivan to your proteftion and 
countenance ; you will find him deeply and mi- 
nutely informed in the Nabob's affairs; of 
pleafing manners, and, if you lhall think it 
proper to make ufe of his fervices, pofTeired 
pf bonoufable and faithful principles. 
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I left ‘Calcutta on the 12 th inflant, and hope 
to reach Benares by the middle of next month : 
1 ihall proceed to Lucknow, and ihall exj^dt; 
to return to Calcutta before the end of Oftober, 
if no very urgent caufe detains me, which I do 
not apprehend beyond that period. 

I Ihall continue to write to your Lordihip 
upon other important fubjedts — In the mean 
time I beg that you will believe me to be with 

real efteem. 

My Lord, 

Your moft obedient. 

And moft faithful fervant, 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
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PART THE FIRST, 


** The BOtdriety of t mu’s conduft, who has been 
'* luhepptljr placed i& a fitoation, which haa afforded 
** him ^ means of dnwing on himfelf the carles' of 
'* A whole people, forpafles ail other proof.” 

Mr. Ht/nut t$ Ctlml CbampiMt 
i3ti Sifttmhrp 1774 . page 308 . 
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Many circumJlanAii atttnJtng the dtU'Otry af 
Mr. Hajitngss Anjwer to the Charges 
againjl him^ particularly the very early 
period of the profecution^ at which it wot 
produced, made it fufficiently apparent^ 
that bis juflificatioH was intended for the 
public at large, full as nmch as for the 
Houfe of Commons. Accordingly it was, 
by his authority, printed, publijbed, and 
circulated with uncommon rapidky^ The 
foci is mentioned without blame, and only 
for the purpofe of efablifbing the clam 
an individual, to examine the nmiti ^ et 
defence, which is voluntarily fubnuUed, and 
virtually appeals to the judgment of the 
community. 



T H £ Introdudion to Mr. Ha(tings'ft 
Defence might have been omitted 
without injury to his caufe. If Jie meant 
to captivate benevoience, his Addrefs to 
the Houfe of Commons ihould have been 
jgravc and temperate. Ho ought to have" 
jj^poken of himfelf with Ibme modefty ; 
and, fuppofmg it to be of ufe to Aate gene* 
ral merits or general character aglinft po- 
fitive charges^ he ihould have done it with 
decency and moderation. A clear and 
fatisfadtoty anfwer to a number of heavy 
charges might conclude with panegyric ; 
but no defence ihould begin with it. 

B While 
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While the trial of his condu 61 is depeodingy 
he has no right to ajfert a general claim to 
approbation. If that were admitted, the 
trial would be fuperfiuous. He has no 
right to affirm, not yet at lead, that be 
Jlands as high in the ejiimatbn of the world, 
as aty man of bis own rank and pretetifms in 
it. The language of triumph may be al« 
Ipwed to follow vidory, but is ridiculous 
before it. The ilileof the Preface, however, 
is not the worl^ part of it. Mr. Hallings 
is apt to forget himfelf ; and this, to a 
man who alTerts freely, is a great incon- 
venience. The Preface is full of.contra- 
didlions. He fays, I atn here by no ohtmfm 
of ny own. If this propofition means that 
he had no inclination to be accuied, there 
was no occaiion to ftate it with fo much 
folemnity. In any other fenie# the afier« 
tion is groundlefs. Ha fays himfelf, that 
be petitmed to be allowed to make bis dfenee 
in perfonl He certainly came of bis own 

accord y 
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accord y-Al was no obtniiion, and requi- 
4 rcd no t<Cuie« IhiKt tso bmble sf 
ay own to cofi/Uet eitbar ny ro~ 

pntatan^ honour, foriunot or life, or nil th^ 
intorejis eoik3hofy, ms having ary claim to ike 
JkaUeJl portion of the valnahle time of the 
Hoife of ConimoHs, &ltr. This eztrexne hu- 
mititj is evidently aHe^l^d, and» if it were 
iincere, would be abfard. The queflion 
turns upon his guilt, or his innocence, not 
upon his perHortal coniequeiice, and IHU 
lefs upon his humble ienle of it. His 
humility is nothing to the purpofe. Whe- 
ther he be a confidcrable man or not, it is 
fufficient that he is accufed, to entitle him 
to be heard. Mr. Haiiings muH; hold his 
repift0ion, honour, fortune, and life at a very 
low rate indeed, if he does not think they 
have any claim to the fm/dkji portion ti 
the valuable time of the Houfe. He has 
told us, liow high he Hands in the eHlma- 
lion of the world i and we may eafily con- 
B 2 jedlurt 
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jefture how he rfands in his own. He 
fays very plainly, ** that bis political cbn^ 
“ duft was invariably regulated by truth, 
juftice, and good faith ; and that ail 
♦» perfuafions of men were imprcflcd with 
a fuperftitious bdief, that a fbrtunale 
** influence direded all his a(£ki<mi to their 
“ deftined ends T* A man, who ipeaks 
ofhimfelfin thefe exalted terms, tho*he 
proves nothing, may pofllbly (peak, truth ; 
but that he Aould have a very humble 
fenfe of his own confequence, is a thmg 
palpably impoflible. 

“ All my aCklonr were reprobated at 
“ home, and every difpatch from England 
** brought orders oppofing my meaivres 
** in their courie, and the fentences of my 
difgrace and difmiiflon.*'— -This is a 
ilrange proof of th^ high eflimation, in 
which he fays he ibnds. If his, charter 
he nniverfaily efleemed, while all his ac* 

tiont 
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tions have been leprobated, it follows, 
that he muft have had a charader made 
for him, m<fependant of his afdons. 

But the IMredors, bh tmmedtate mfierst 
'have given him their unantmms thanh* 
A feries of aftions approved, might pro- 
perly have led the Diredors to that con- 
clufion ; but how a feries of adions, con<« 
ftantly reprobated by thofe very Diredors, 
came to end in a unanimous vote of 
thanks, is a qucdion that fecms, and only 
fcems, to require explanation. Deliberate 
opinions, accompanied with the reafons 
on w’hich they are founded, and conti- 
nued for a number of yea’-'., may be con- 
tradided, but cannot be invalidated by a 
folitary vote, for which no reafou what- 
ever is ailigiied. We know how fuch a 
vote might poflibiy be obtained. It disho- 
nours the Court of Diredors, and does 
Mr. Ballings no fervice. But, it ieetns, 

he 
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he left India with the exprefted regrets o£ 
fiU his Mow fuljjedls there. For the 
credit of many of them,- whofe language 
concerning this gentleman has be^ con** 
ibntly and is ftill the very reverie of ap« 
probation, it is to be hoped that theailer** 
tion is not ftri£tly true. But, if it were, 
we know that a fublcription to an addrefs 
of thanks may be obtained intereft, or 
influence over men, moft of whom are 
dependant upon power, and that it does 
not even prove the opinion of the fuhf 
fcribers* In tins cafe, many of them 
might be flncere, for certainly they loft a 
bountiful patron. The motives of their 
attachment to Mr. Haftings will appear 
It large, under the head ci Salaries, Con* 
:ra6b, and EftablUhinents. The charge 
)f facrifleing the interefts of the pulflidc 
s perfeAljr conflftent with gaining tho 
ttachment of. individuals ^-the nature 
ad extent fitftthe fiicriflce is piovedhy the 

extent 
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extent of its efied* In point of tliie 
boafted addrefa to Mr. Haftings was figned 
by about two thirds of the BritiiK fub« 
jefts under his government, not by Of 
them, as he ventures to a0ert. 

He fays Madajee Scindia has written 
letters in his praife, to his moil gracious 
Majefty, and to the Company. Any bo« 
dy cUe would have fiud hmply, to his A£r- 
jefy>. The epithet, mo/l gracious^ is feldom, 
ifever -uied, but in dired addrefles or pe« 
titions to die King. The afl^dation of 
introducing it in the mention of fo unim* 
portant a fad, requires no comment. But 
wounds, as well as compliments, come 
from the fanoe quarter. The fpirit that 
flattem can indilt. An audior, ndudir 
pamphlet, ^ he imagines, is to deliver 
charadersfo poftetity, and who&edoc»* 
tion in the. fdiool of Mr. Hkftbigs^ u 
fclfoeyident, has taken upon him to 

afiert, 
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aflert, from what he calh an Intlmat# 
k£K>wledge of his Majefty's chara(9;er« 
that hiftoiy will neither rank him 
** among thofe few chofen and immortal 
Ipirits, raifed up by Providence, in her 
“ bounty, for the felicity and admiration 
of mankind, nor even place him on a 
“ level with Trajan, Antoninus, and 
“ Aurelius.’* 

Whenever the letters of Scindia are pro- 
duced, we Hiall fee what they contain* 
Mr. Haflings i& not a pcrftft judge of the 
ftjle of the Marattas. To any eye but his, 
the voluminou:) cpiilics he received from 
his friend Moodajee Boofla, the Raja of 
Berar, would appear to be didated by the 
bitterefl fpirit of infulting farcafm, tho’ 
exprelTed in the language of the grofleft 
adulation. Mr. HaRings profeiTes to un* 
deriland them literally, and even publiihes 
them in proof of his flanding high in the 

3 eftima- 
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carnation of the Princes of India*. With 
refped to Scmdia, it b not unlikely, that 
his praifes of Mr. Hadings may be fiucere. 
It is by no means improbable, that the 
man, in whole hands Mr. HalBngshas 
principally contributed to unite the chief 
power of the Maratta State man, 
to whom he has lacrificed every iutereft, 
which he ought to have defended, and 
every power and perfon, whom he ought 
to have pmte^ed, is highly fatisfied with 
his condud ; ami who will qaejlm fuch an 
auihority? undoubtedly be defires, that 
others me^ be infiruSied to govern themfelvts 
by the exatafle ^Mr. Haftiugs. He fays, 
** tibat he has been laid under the obiiga* 
** tion of preparing and completing, in 
** five days, the recitation of charges, 
“ which it had been the labour of his ac« 
*♦ cufer, armed with all the powers of 

• Vi^ App. Ko. I. 

C '‘par- 
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I* P^liamcnt, to compile as m«^ 
M years of almoft undiibrbed Hixire/' 
Now, the obligatioO} if mft Was volun- 
taiy. He might haye taken more time if 
he thought proper. But then be 
b'mjelf e^ud to the undertdung^ viz, of 
completing it in five days ; and fo in- 
deed he ought to be. He had much more 
than five days to prepare his anfwerto the 
charges, reckoning from the day th^ 
were hrft printed. In fad he knew, ma- 
ny years ago, what the chief of them 
muft coniift of He had the Letters of 
the Diredors, the Reports of the fcveral 
Committees, and the Refblutions of the 
Ifoufc of Commons before him. He fays 
himfelf, that he had been, during the 
coarie of five years, the continued fubjed 
of the fame criminations. He fays that they 
4re mt charges^ but hijhries and cornments, 
ffow, that a minute and detailed charge 

(hould 
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Ihould therefore be no chifge, U hot ap* 
parent ; but it is veiy apparent that, in 
propoticm as a chaise is minute and par- 
ticular, it is the morevulnetable, and lia- 
ble to be conri£ted of fallacy or contra- 
di<^ioni If it be diffufe and prolix, fo 
much the better fot the party accuied 
There is ibrnethlug odd and fufpicious in 
his complaining ^ainft an evident advan- 
tage^ as if it were an injury. 

The red of the pre&ce confids of ge* 
neral aiierticKis without argument or proof } 
ot path^ic appeals to the candour, to the 
generofity:, and even to thep^<?w of every 
hleo^ber of the Houfe ; of profeilions of 
gratitude fqr their wonderful gooduefs in 
bearing bioi, and of lamentations about 
pamphlets, as if that were a weapon, 
which he and his myrmidons had never 
made ufe of Such common-place tri- 
fling is not worth notice. Let us fee 
C 2 what 
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what fort of dire^ anfwers he gives to dir 
reft charges. 

ROHILLA WAR. 

Mr. Haftings begins with aflerdugge** 
nerally, ihiU it is not true^ that the Court of 
Direct did profiively dire^ their fervants 
in Befool not to engage ifrary ^enjhenoar ; 
and then he fays, there ar^ paflages in 
their letters, which aliow of a dij^fatim 
from their gemral rule. Here the publick 
ihould obferve, that the wars, meant by 
the charge, are fuch as are Rridly ofien- 
five ; that is, wars made without injury 
or provocation received, without the pre* 
tence of an expefted attack, and avowedly 
fiir the purpole of conqueft or plunder. 
Againfi fuch wars, at leaft, he cannot deny 
that there was a general rule ; and, if there 
had been none, his engaging in them did 
not require a prohibition to make it a 

cnme* 
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Crime. The company’s letters am 'flUei 
with prohibitions agaiuft ofienfive wars. 
Does he mean to affirm, that the quota- 
tions, ftated in the charge, are falfe ?— If 
he does, it is a queftion of fa£t very ea- 
lily determined. The Direflors them- 
ielves, his itnmidiatt majlers^ muft hare 
been hitherto in an error on this fubje^. 
On the twenty-eighth of November, 
1775, they refolved, “ That the agree- 
** ment made with Sujah Dowlah and the 
“ then Governor (Mr. Haftings), for the 
** hire of a part of the Company’s troopc> 
“ for the reduction of the Rohilla couu- 
“ try, and the fubfequent fteps taken 
** for the carrying on the war, were 
founded on wrong policy, were contrary 
“ to the general orders of the Comity for 
“ keeping their troops within the boundi 
“ of the provinces^ and for not extending 
their conquefU ; and were alfo contrary 
“ to thofc general principles of juftice, 
3 “ which 



** which the Company wifii ihotil^ hi 
** iupported.’* Even the Froprktorsy iih 
hmtmed mployersf were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that thc^ meafuret were contra* 
ly to the general orders of the Company 
frequently repeated. War, hma fde undet* 
taken for prevention, though it com* 
mences the holHlity, is properly defen- 
five, and has nothing to do with the pre- 
fent quefiion. In the utmoft extent, to 
which any paflages in the letters from the 
Diredora can be firained, they invariably 
fiippofe defence to be the objed. With 
felpcd to Mr. Haftiiigs’s own fenfe of the 
meaning of the Company's orders, it would 
indeed be very difficult to prove any thing 
againil him, if, as he fays, he is not bound 
by letters figned by himfelf, and to which 
he has entered no diiTent on the confulta- 
tionb ; and if, as be pretends, no jmr and 
wdfii^ed judge nvill infer bis real ferUimenU 
from the f ile and arguments of apolUked ne- 
goclatioH, From what fburce then are hia 

real 
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foaiibidmeiiti to becoUeded ? Hie fMt 
to the Piie^tors wevp figned jobit^ 
wkh his council, and uiualiy drawn up by 
jbiqiielf, as Executive Officer of the Boards 
or under lus immediate iafpediocu H» 
letters to the Company's principal friend 
and ally were drawn up and figned finglj 
by hinifelf ; and from neither one or the 
other is any inference to be drawn of his 
real fentiments. Yet evaiions, fuch as 
thefe, might poffibly have anfwered his 
purpofe, if he had nor, on a former ocr- 
cahon, declared himfclf explicitly on tliis 
very fubjedt. The following paffage is 
literally taken fromhi^ letter to the Dw 
redlors of the loth of .Vuvember, 1772, 

** We beg leave to affureyou, that your 
adminiftration here adopt, with fincerity 
and fatisfadtion, the plan, which you 

I • 

have preferibed to us for our political 
tranfadlions with the country powers | 

and 
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aad we flatter ouii^ves it would not be 
unpl^fii;^ to you to find, that jbi^iiie 
« your orders couldrei^ us, we had^kiM 
** in ib much confontui^ to your lend* 
ments. The fecority and tranquillity 
** of thele Provinces (hall be the ultimate 
** end of aU our n^ociations ; and you 
may truft, that we are too well aware 
** of the ruinous tendency pf all fchemes 
** of conquefl, ever to adopt them, or ever 
** to depart from the abfolute line of fclf- 
** defence, unlefs iropeUed to it by the 

** mofl obvious neceflity and immediate 
exigency of the clrcumflances," 

He complains that tbf charges are biftories 
comments, not charges ; yet, in the firfl: 
ardde, the anfwer is ten times as long as 
the charge. The eflential matter of both 
might be reduced into a narrow compafk. 
He is accuied of making a war purely ofr 
feofive^ (and not for any remote purpole 

of 
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fe&iKty, Ofpre^eiiKbn) in con- 
itrtdidaon tx>^tlle^i 2 rders of thfc Company 
^^eqtiently fepeatrf enr^nng into ah 
iiaEigagement with 6uja Dowla fer a futti 
of money to eirtirpate a nation that never 
offended u$, and of having accotnplilhed 
that purpofe, with circumftanccs of extra- 
bt^ndry and unnecellary cruelty* This U 
thc'main body of the charge, 

* 1 . Mr. Haftings defends hlmfclf by af- 

I 

(it'ming, tiat it is mt true that the Dire^ors 
did prohibit offeafiiK uw s ; — That ' is, he 
joins iffue on the fa^ of the prohibition. 
Leaving that qucftioii to be dcterniingd 
by the evidence, it is material to obferve, 
that this defence amounts pl.ilnly to an, 
admifiion, that the war itlclf was ojfenfm^ 
in the llrld meaning of tht charge. 
vjho affirms, and much more he, who laq 
labours to prove, that the a<3t, of which 
he is accufed, (whether crime or not) was' 
D not 
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4M>t prohibited, 4 oe«, ^ con^i 

* C • 

it was done i and the in thitt 

fitrm, is infinitely (bonger than if, it had 
been made in terms, becaufe it eridenidy 
efcapes froffi the cqnfdons heart, over* 
coming the judgement. 


2. ^at he JbaR ahk^i he reaSjf Ui pnt» 
fefit that he dees reckon the prebabk acfuj^* 
tien of wealth among bis reef am far taking 
^ arm ogedr^ Ins neigbbonrs* He admits 
tho chatge, and fuhmits to judgement. It 
ieems he has maty rea/bns for taking up. 
arms againil his neighhmin. To get po^eit 
fipn of their wealth is one. A highway** 
man profefies no other. The meafureg 
of Mr. HaAings arc calculated to an%«r' 
many collateral as well as their principal 
purpofe. On principles, the Rohilla 


war was a meafure of difciplipe and ceoo- 


nomy, as well as pplitive profit. |n hu 


letter tp the Directors, dated ad of De- 


cember. 
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cember, 1774;, “ The very <ame 

'1*6^1!^, whicn &fbre ur^ u$ to ihua 
inllitafy cipeifion, i^cly, the 
b* entice atteA^g it, and the exporta- 
^ tfoti of our current, now operated in 
** the contfaiy dlreOTon, and recommend- 
“ ed the employment of onr army, fir ibt 
“ of reducing uur^xpences andadSng 

*♦ io our '^curjyncy'' In his minute of the 
adth Jsfovember, *775, he fays “ that the 
army would be conveniently employed 
•* for keeping up its own difcipline and 
'* 'pra£Hce Jn war.”— viz. in extirpating, 
thb Rohillas. Such principles and fuch* 
language muft be left without a comment. 
An attempt to place them in a clearer light 
thih that in which they ftand, would dnd 
it^lf reduced to the dilBcuhy of proving 
« felf*evident propofition. 

a. TW fhi RobiUas are not a nation, ht 
a hdjt of firtign adventurers^ who became 
‘ D a makers 



mailers ^of tbifountry ahoui Jkty years 
viz. about I7r4(. By this juftificatk^by 
the Parliament oCGreat Britain -are caUad 
upon to declare to the worlch that a graat 
body of people, who have quietly po^felled 
and prudently governed a great country for 
Jixty years, (infomuch that every jpart of it 
had the appearance of a garden without 
one uncultivated Ipot,) may juftly be ex- 
tirpated, becauje they are not a nation. Let 
us, lee whether the Houfe of Commons 
will go that length with their Committee. 
It is a quefllon of national honour, as well 
as juftice. The vote, that adopts Mr. 
Hiiftings’s principle of 'defence, difootiours 
the name of England for ever ! With 
refped to the fafls, Mr. Hailings talks 
of the Rolullas as if they were nothing, 
but a troop of banditti. Yet they have 
always been acknowledged and treated 
with as an independent nation, even by 
the India Company. Their coufequoQCe 
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^ prov^ by. the*!fumber 

4>fAn!iieii ilhey^re abk to bring into the 
Ii4iii Ckvotncir . Vcxd(^, near twenty 
jfears agcj*; iol^rflo^d the Diredors, <<» <hat 
their jttfni; force uras computed at about 
dgbty thoefand efie(3;ive horfe' and 
foot.” Colonel ChaitipioD, in his IctJ* 
ter of twenty^fourth April, 1774* fays, 
that Hafi7-*s army confined of about f(nv 
ty thoufond» and that they expected a «* 
ia^rcement of twelve thoufand men. 
Sujah Dowla himf^f ftates their numbers 
at the battle at fifty thoufand ; yet atl the 
dlohilla chiefs were not in arms againft 
None of the nations of the fecond 
blder in Europe, are able to bring fuch 
numbers of their own people into the 
field. 


Vide Ku letter of ?8th Marcii, 176B. 


4. ^hat 





4. fbat ibe extirpatimetiifyUdm 
MMT 16m S$ expert or 
kUkt fimtht cxMhy ivkkh fS^ica^iuL^ 
Cahttd Cfaampk)n'uii<feritood j&e^W^ 
m its dived and ob^ioc»ibk&, 
fyn calls it, minhuituLn ^an pf exturj^ 
^ofi, and ftich It j^toVed m ev^nt* 
Suppofing, nevcrthelei*!, th'aic«A|^^and 
nctermhuttf, (the xf6t^i confianlly ufed^ in 
the negottation between Kir. Railings 
and 81^ Dowla), to be mere tropes, or 
figmntfse expreffions, as Mr. George 
Vanfittart was plealfed to (ay, it remaini' 
to be ihewQ, howanatbn» Very 
derable in point of numbers at leaft, okdd 
be eacpdled from thek country, (fi dt 'lii 
to fifirthofndkfi v^t ^tboir po0tr $$ 
rtmm in h) witbont reiSftance on their 
part 3’or how that reiiilaace could be ovk^ 
come, without deftroyhq^ t great pah' 
them. ‘ It appears that the Prince ot the 
coantiy*^ andaboretwo thohfii&il' of fiis 
t pct^ 
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mnajn^ yxpfp 4riv«i^ out^iif 
then* coQ^)t^,^who were 

*>“> W» ftifrfttaUa. 
don thdr luuies, ti)^ 
ple^, and what they ix^ft i&^ticaliy Ujr 
o^ented, the too|bs,p£ their npUe ancdV 
tor^;— WW he(»uiw of the mulhtode 

^ ■■ 'i," • 

whoii^ or;>inl^C)E»< wbo(e fex v ia» 
firmlty obtained do compsuffion, though 
it imde tKe^ incapable of refiibacej^i** 
what became of this whole race of peop 
Wgrating, as it is called, under-dhe 
i^d of a barbarous invader, and wheibeiF 
thjpjrfbvjind a retreat or not, does no whea^ 
app^^^por, ^cording to Mr. Hailing^ ‘ht 
it a of apy xno^^t. Evenin tbk 

cov^liy there are tpefi |lpdeljcate» that they, 
will n^ turn tircir t]»a( 

appesds ,to their .cpmp#oi>%r.% th^jt 

«•«*«** « 

(houid du^^^ifprleives unable to ref^];iCit 
There gr^ others ib fcrupulous, that they 

will 
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Orifl not tnffi thtiufelves with tltw mn 

\ ’ • 

IJbeterotis paflious, ‘ or cven^ with thctt 
virtues, leaft the appeal to th^r pa^ionk 
and to their virues'.lFiould be too powerful 


their ^udl|ement. When their office 
and duty is onfly to accufe, they pretend 
to affume the impaltialky of judges. They 


know, that the deferiptiem of a populous 
kingdonl taken by aflault, and facked 


from one end of it to the other, would 


ftake the firmeft determination, 
know that the detail would be iniiippott<- 
able. So little are they acquamled with 
the duty of an accofer, that they would 
re/lfain even btm from the ufe of epi« 
thets, which the laws allows and exports 

fi * 

ih every common indictment. According 
to their doCtrine, he fhould be mild and 
temperate in his expreffions ; he fhould 
charge the moit attrocious fads, without 
Hating them to be cr^es; and paint them^ 
if he can, witliout the colours that belong 


10 
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iff |!«twfea fJ»e pigOcutioB ^ 

yikft i}i^f 9ff€& to balance the 

fc^ pf with an even hipd,’~-<^ 
hvws mtb nidat epali^ /-r^IjlaTlng afr 
fumed an office, which properlj they 
Juve no light to, that upon 

the yrho|e mer|ta|~*4;hey aflume princir 
pies In the difehaige of it, which do nop 
bejong fo the office^ Their coodiid*pro* 
feiStfi aP opinion^ that jvdllce ifaould be 
deaf as well as blind; and that ajud^ 
ihottld have no mercy, but for the crimi- 
nal before him. The troth 1$, they will 
not perfoit themfelves, or others, to look 
dite^y at a feene of ddblation that might 
roufo their indignation, or melt them info 
pity. They will not liften to the vpicc of 
cahmdty, for fear they (hould be convinced 
by itj 

w 

0£ fuch men, however, the reiplutfon 

k hut half taken 3 ind^ when they are 

£ forced 
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forced to hear, perhaps they may be con- 
verted. There are others, who have no 
foch apprehenfions, who know by expe- 
rience that their hearts are invulnerable ; 
who are not deterred from confulting their 
confoiendl b|( any dread of its influencing 
their condudl. Learned men have told us 
that they, for their part, have never feen 
Mr. Haflings ; and Jiow is it poflible that 
they foould be biaffed In favour of a 
man, whom they never have feen ! no man 
who is perfedly fare of his own honcfty, 
and his public charafler, will fubmit to 
fay that, whether he has focn the party 

t 

or not, can make any pollible diflerence 
in his judgment. What fort of integi^ty 
is that, which requires and depends upon 
fuch feeble fecurity ? In the mouth of a 
ju4||e, tlie plea is fo manifeftly improper 
and fuperfiuous, that, if it has any effe^l; 
at all, k is to excite fofpicion, not to re- 
move it« Suppofoig it to bo proper, kc 

us 
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IM fee whttil towjots to. If it meant 

II 

tny thing* it n^t to affirm, that the 
mind of an adirocate is no way to be re* 
tained, but by putdng a fee into hit hand. 
That he (hould purpofely avmd, and, hav*- 
ing avoided, that he ihould difelum all in- 
tercourfe, or acquaintance, Svith the per* 
fon whom he is determined to defend, in 
order to give weight and authority to that 
defence, are things manifeftly impoffible. 
Still lefs is it poffible, that he, good 
eafy man, who thinks full fuiely his 
grcatijefs is a ripening, ihould ever have 
heard or fufpeded, which way the favour 
of that power inclines, by which, in pro- 
per time, and after proper fer\’ice 5 , confult- 
ing the wiihes without expelling the com- 
mand, he himfelf may be promoted. ' 


5. iTuathe Vizier was figured hy theRahil* 
hst and that the Cmpary were joined on 
£ 2 equal 
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ffual itrtas with him which kf 

had received, i^dmitting the Vi^r ,tQ 
have been iojived by thekohillas not pay-* 
ing him a fpm ot moa^ in difpute, and 
wiiich they faid he wa$ not infitled tOi 
was that an injury, whiph would have jui^ 
tided even him in extirpating the whole 
nation ? Or, would it. follow that the 
India, Company, who, let them be ever io 
lenfiWe of the injury done to Sujah Dowla, 
dfc not laid tp have been themfelves dirtftfy^ 
injured by the Rohillas, be juRided in 
concurring in themeafure ? On this pmnt^ 
the evidence of Sir Robert Barker, who 
commanded the Company's forces in 
1771 and r772,^d of Colonel Champion, 
who fucceeded him, is not only competent 
and in point, but fo compleat and condu* 
live, that it annihilates every idea of a 
doubt upon the fubjed. The ^ueRions, 
fcvcrally put to thefe Gcntkmen at the 
2 Bat 
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Bar of ^hditfitm&oFCbtBidoiis, tkelr 

gnrwers, ftand a$ fo!lows*r 

To Sk Robert Barker^ Qj^^‘WereAc 
** Rohillas ever at war, or in hoftility 
with the Englilh before 1773 ? 

A, beard they were. 

Had the RohlUas ever done an in* 
f* jury of any kind, direct or indired^ ^ 

”7 never beard that iby did. 

To Colonc! Chamjnon, (^‘‘"Wlie» 
•* thcr the RohlUas had ever engaged in 
** hoftilitiesof anykind, a^inft theEng- 
liih, before their country was invaded 
♦♦ by us ? 


a 2d Majr* 178^ 
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A. " t ie not ncdta ihfhAi 

« Do you know, or have you hear 4 
♦♦ that the Rohilla? ever oficred an injury 

of any kind, dire^i or indirefi> to the 
♦♦ Englifli ? 

A. “ It never ceaneio my knowleUge tl^at 
f* they did*'* 

In the year 1 786, Mr. Haitings, for the 
time, affirms that, whereas the Viuer 
was injured by the Rohillas ii) the year 
f772, the Company were then, ipfo fadlo, 
equally injured. The public will hear 
V^ith aftonifhment, what to thofe, who 
have inquired into die tranfadtion, is noto- 
rioufly true, that this is the time he 
ever advanced that propofition, or any 
thing like it. In recommending the Ro* 
hilla war to his colleagues in office, in ac>* 
counting for it to the Court of Diredtors, 

an4 



( 3f ) 

tad in itjMfae £d with all Jiit 

'fiiciiltits, agaiilfttbe ftriduresofSr JoM 
Cbivej:ifi|g[, Cokxidi Moaibo, aud M^. 
Francis, he never once thought of iajmg, 
that the Company had been injured) either 
equally or partially, by the Rohiliaa. 
Even now, the plea, if it were true, would 
be Tuperjluoua in the mouthof a man, who, 
on a former occahon, when naturally the 
whole of hU defence (hould have been pro* 
duced, was intrepid enough to declare, 
“ that, altho* there were arguments which 
** diduaded him from the Robilla expedt- 
“ tbn, yet there wereothers, which would 
** have made him I'eij glad of aiy occafm 
** to employ the Company’s forces, that 
** Caved Co much of their pay and their 
“ expences and who refts his jud-ifi* 
cation, not upon any injury received innn 
the Rohilias, (for that he never thought of 
till now,) but ** on the fevourablenefs of 
the opportunity ^ered by the abfen^ 

« of 
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' oftbe A^acattas ^ate odbd 

** Rohillfs, which promjiie^ ita eafycttOrt 
** 4|Udl of them, aod hts idea of the Coea** 
** j»any*s diftrefa at home, added to hk 
knowledge of th^ wants abrpead, and' 
that the conqueft of thefe people would 
** pFc wealth to our ally, which 
** fxmld partake /*'— The true nature and 
purpofe of the war are fufficiently proved 
by the principles and topics made ufe of to 
defend it^f To rdl the jufeification of a 
queftlonable afl upon a feries of bafe and 
infamous pretences, in preference to a juft 
mothre of iufficient provocation, foppof- 
ing fucb motive to would indicate a 
Ihind depraved into infanity. But to zSti 
on fuch pretences, is much worfc dian 
infane. After all^ let it be fuppofed that 
there may be feme colour of truth in hk 
afferti^, that the India Company were 
joined, cn' eqwd termSf with Sujah Dowla 
in the injury, which he 1$ feppofed to hawe 

feccived 
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received* $ven that monftrous falfehood^ 
admitted for a truth, will not judify the 
condu^ of Mr. HadingSt If the injury 
waa equal, it Ihould have been equally 
relented by both parties the plan and 
operations of the war ihould have been 
equally concerted, and the burthen, the 
rifque, and the profits of it fliould have 
been equally divided between them. In- 
Aead of that, Suja Dowla, thro* the 
whole tranfaflion appears, and is acknow- 
ledged by Mr. Haftings hiinfelf, to be the 
prmcipal in the war ; that is, in the con- 
troul, the management, and the fiiccefi» of 
it, and tlie folicitor to us to engage in it. 
Whatever was gained by it was gained for 
him ; the entire plunder that was taken, 
and the whole country that was conquer- 
ed, was taken and conquered for him alone. 
In all thefc points of view, the India Com- 
pany aded, profeJeMyt as auxiliaries, not 
parties, but really as mercenaries mthe pay 

F of 
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of a foreign prince.* Confider my friend, 
** fays his Excellency, repeatedly to Mr. 
“ Haftings, that it was my abfolute de- 

termination to extirpate the Rohillas, 
“ and that I requefted the afjijiance of the 
“ Englifli for that purpofe ” Thus far 
the fervice was plainly mercenary. They, 
who call it auxiliary f only foften the term, 
without changing the meaning. In the 
a 61 ual performance of the fervice, the con- 
dition of the parties was reverfed ; neither 
Suja Dowla, nor his troops, took any 
ihare in the danger ; it was the Compa- 
ny’s aimy alone, that fought and con- 
quered. Colonel Champion has repeated- 
ly charged the Vizier, who was principal 
in the quarrel, with cowardice and trea- 
chery ; particularly with deferring him at 
the battle, and leaving the Englifh troops 

* Vide Colonel Champbn’s Narrative in No. 
45, of the .Appendix to the fifth Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy. 
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expo fed to the whole power of the enemy. 
If our little army had then received a 
check, it is not to be doubted that Suja 
Powla, whom Colonel Champion every 
where calls mojl fmthlefs of mn^ would 
have inftantly joined with the Rohillas to 
deftroy us. 

6. ^hat the Rohillas engaged to pay Suja 
Dowla forty lacks. Their engagement 
was conditional. Suja Dowla, as they 
affirmed, did not perform the condition. 
That preliminary queftlon wms never fet- 
tled, nor even enquired into by Mr. Haft- 
ings, 'That the engagement was fgned hy 
Sir Robert Barker as a witnefs^ which, in 
every mfasice of the kind that has ever pajfed 
in the Company s annals, is equivalent to a 
guaranty. Mr. Ilaftings, in his letter to 
the Directors of 1 7th October, 1 774, con- 
tented himfclf with faying, that the ho- 
nour of the Company was pieced implicitly 
F 2 by 
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by G^eral B^k^r*s atMft&fioiik 
ing (beh atteftation to ainount to an expli- 
cit guaranty, that grOuhd of defence is 
imanifeftly inconliftent with the idea of 
an equal injury received. At leaft it is 
fuperfluous. The nature of a guaranty 
fuppofes the interpofition of a third party, 
amicable to the other two, and difpofed 
to promote an agreement between them ; 
but it abfolutely excludes the idea of the 
guaranty being injured by one of the 
contending parties equally with the other, 
for then he muft be arbiter in his own 
quarrel. On the other hand, fuppofing 
the company to have been fo injured, they 
were inftantly intitled to commence hofti- 
lities on their own account ; or if, re- 
nouncing their proper intereft in the quef- 
tion, they once adume the charader and 
office of Mediator and Guarantee, they 
are no longer at liberty to revert to the 
original injury, which they are faid to have 

received 
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.rvoMrfid jointly with Sija DowUi nor 
to joftify the war on a yniici{)le, whidi* 
before the war, they voluntarily abandou* 
ed. The only pretence left is, to a0ert 
that they exerciled the right, and perform- 
ed the duty of a guaranty, by inforcing 
the performance of an engagement. Now, 
whatever the Company’s right, on this 
principle, might be, it is certain that the 
proper ufe was not made of it. If Mr. 
Haftings really underftood that he afted 
as guaranty, his conducl was infinitely 
more criminal than the charge has repre- 
lented it. He had then a pofitive office to 
execute, a pacific trull to perform, both 
of them facred in thtir nature. To re- 
concile contending parties, to promote 
peace between hoHile nations, is an office 
fo honourable, fo ufefiil, and humane, that 
it requires no contrail to make it a gene- 
ral duty among men. In a mediator that 
duty is direfl and fpecific. Now, what was 

the 
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the object of the lecret agreeipetit with 
Suja Dowla ? Was it to compel the Ro- 
hillas to perform their engagement ? No ; 
btit in the moll formal and explicit terms, 
to extirpate and exterminate the Kohilia 
nation, without an alternative of any 
kind whatfoever. If, therefore, the plea 
were true, Mr. Haftings could derive no 
benefit from it. But, in reality, no fuch 
thing ever happened. 

In the firfl place, no commander in 
cliief, without fpecial authority and in- 
ilru<Sion, could take upon him to bind the 
government by fo ferious and important 
an afl, as the guaranty of a treaty be- 
tween two other parties, efpecially a gua- 
ranty, which was to be enforced by war. 
It is not pretended, that Sir Robert Barker 
had any fuch authority or inflruflion. 
Secondly, it appears that Sir Robert Barker 
was called upon by the Rohillas, who had 
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no faith m Suja Dowla, to authenticate 
the treaty by his prefence as a witnefs 
to it on their part, not as a guaranty* 
Thirdly, no fatt is produced to fupport 
the extraordinary pofition, to which Mr, 
Haftings is driven, viz. 'That figning as a 
witnejs is in e'oery injlance of the kind^ that 
has ever pajfed in the Company s annals^ equi^ 
valent to a guaranty. Confidering how- 
much has been faid upon this fubjcdt, it 
is a curious fa£l, that Sir Robert Barker 
never figned the agreement between the 
Rohillas and Suja Dowla. All that ap- 
pears on the face of the original inftru- 
ment, 'is, This agreement fealed in the pre- 
fence of Sir Robert Barker\. Admitting, 
iieverthelefs, that his prefence was equi- 
valent to a written atteftation, it does not 
follow that a bare atteftation Ihould confti- 
tute a guaranty. The terms of the propo- 

J Vide No. 21, of the Appendix to the Fifth Re- 
port of Secret Committee. 
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fitioa fuppofe aud refer to a knoWu 
iagcuftom, to conflitute which, in Jaw and ‘ 
comnnon feufe, many inflauces are required* 
It was referved for Mr. Haftings to affirm^ 
that a cuftom can exift without an iniiance* 
Aflertions without proof are common 
every where; but aflertions, of which 
the negative can be proved, and even from 
the evidence of the afferter, are common 
no where, but in the writings of Mr» 
Hailings. 

In Oftober 1774, Colonel Champion 
ligued the treaty * between Suja Dowla 
and the laft of the Rohiila Chiefs, Fy- 
zoola Cawn ; but, wlien tlie latter appeal- 
ed to the Company’s protcftlon in confe- 
quence of the Colonel’s fignature, Mr. 
Middleton, then reiident in Oude, in- 
fitted, ‘{•That Fyzoola Cawn could not 

* Vide No. 44. Appendix to 5tb Report. 

•f 20th of April, 1778. Vide 8th Repoit^of the 
Scle^ Committee, page 9* 
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evea ^ave had an idea that it implied a 
guaranty, or that it in any refpe^ 
whatever involved the Company; 
othenvife he could not be fuppoled to 
“ have fuffered, on an occalion of fuch 
** moment to himielf, the dmiillon df that 
“ fandion, wliich alone could prove likh 
“ guaranty, which was, in the nature of 
** things, necelTary thereto* and which 
“ the never~f ailing cujlom cf the country re- 
“ quires ; I mean, the exprefling, in di- 
“ re^t words, that the party, flgning his 
“ name, is become guaranty for himi^Ifi 
** or principals, to the convention bear* 
“ ing his fignature and fuch teftimoiiy 
did Mr. Haftings practically give to Mr, 
Middleton’s doclriiies on this occaflon, 
that, although Fyzoola Cawn was jK^rpe* 
tually exprelhng his fears to him, for a 
whole twrelvcmonth, Mr. Haftings never 
once informed the Nabob of his guaranty 
in virtue of Colonel Champion’s figna* 
G ture ; 
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turc ; but at laft pi^ FyzooTa Cawn 
thirty thoufaud pounds expence for a fef* 
mal guaranty by Mr.^ Middleton# 

Again; in Odober i775> ptefi^t 
Nabob of Oude made an agreement with 
his mother ; in which^ after fhe had paid 
him certain krge films of monejTy he gave 
her a formal quietus ; declaring, that he 
had no farther claim on her, and tiiat he 
would never molefl her. To thioagreement 
Mr. Brklow, the Company's rehdent, of 
hU own authority, gave the Company*9 
guaranty, not by a bare atteftation, but in 
exprefs terms, and by a feparate inftrumeot 
under his feal. In accounting ft>r this 
ftep to the Governor^ncral and Coun- 
cil, he fays ;— // U necejity ahne^ which 
has obliged m to aSt the part I have do/u i 
/off without the Company y as guarantee* of 
tin treaty t the Begum would not bd^gtvtn n 
Jingle cowry. But even this fbnmd, fpc- 

cihe 
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ci/ic |;uaranly by the Company's rejMre- 
fentative, was not thought fnfficient by 
hir. Hi^tings and the Counah witho^ 
their own own ratification of it. Accord* 
ipgly.they unanimoufly Mp^aved and (on- 
firmed It themfelves *, 

Finally, Sir Robert Barker declared in 
a letter dited May zo, 17;^}, not a month 
before the treaty was concluded, -f* l*bat h 
•tbas the far tbefi from hh intentions, that the 
Compaty fiotdd, in ary refpeSi whatevees, 
be mentioned in the agreement between jbe 

jf 

Fizier and the Robillas, And when, in 
the courfe of his examination before the 
Houfe of Conunons, he was aiked, whe- 
he conceived that he bound the Company 
by that fignature to a guaranty of the 
treaty by war, his anfwer was, / did not, 

* Vids Appendix Nfq. 1, to the tentli Report of 
the Selcdt Committee, 

•f* Appendix to fifth R^it of the Secret Com* 
mittee. No, 21. 
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^hat Mr\ Hajings was m ih 
abettor of the cnultiis pra&ifid ly Sajah 
Dowlof 

The deftruftion of a whple people 
a felony of the higheft order. All the ac- 
complices in it are principals. Mr. Haft- 
ings was, in every fenfe that coniHtutcs 
gtlilt, a principal in the Rohilla war. 
He, and he alone, put that fword into 
the hand of Sujah Dowla, under which 
the Rohilla nation fell. This is no <x 
poJifaBo charge, — no after-thought, ima- 
gined by the profccutors of Mr. Haft- 
ings. The fame language was held to 
him at the very time, and on the fpot, 
^here the cruelties in <jucftioti were prac- 
tii^. Jt wag held to him by his own com- 
j^andcr in chief, who nev,er mentioned 
the fervice, on which he was employed, 
without the deepeft expreftion of grief 

and 



ttfid abhorrence *• “ I too caa fay, 

“ the Nabob, as the agent of opprdlion, 
^ is alone culpable but, whilft all Alia 
“ knows that the Engliih gave him the 
** rod, and whilft they in vain look up to 
f* them as thole, who ought, if not to 
“ dlredl the application, at leaft to pre- 
“ vent an ill ufe being made of that rod, 
will they not reafonably conclude, that 
f* the fcourges, which the agent gives, 
are connived at ? Will they not lay, 
every Engliih chief is another Su^'a ? 

In the Icale of juftice, at the tribunal 
of confcience, the crimes of Suja Dowla, 
were fubordijiate. In the eye of truth, he 
was no more than the inftrument of 
another more potent than himfelf. H/s 
guilt, whatever it was, is loft in com- 
parifon. To compare him is to acquit 
}um. He was i tyger in a human form, 

* 15th of June, 1784. 
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i^tated and biinded by the moft 
oot die very Vford of paffioni, by im]ilacft-> 
ble fury and revenge. Not fo bi$ coo 4 
OMifiderate, thoughtful keeper, who let 
him loof^' upon an innocent people ; who 
roufed his rage, and, with a mild and 
(leadyeye, contempbted the bloody ha* 
vock that he madCf . man, who 
authorizes, and fumifhes the i&eans of ex-* 
eeuting an iniquitous afl, is anfwerable 
ibc all the crimes that attend it. He was 
regularly and cpfifbntly informed by Co* 
looel Champion of the barbarous proceed* 
ii^s of Suja powla, in terms that would 
have melted any heart, but that of Mr, 
Haftings. The following letter and nar- 
n^tiye* are leftjto fpeak for themfelves ; 
there are many others from Colonel 
Champbn to the (kme eSeflt^ 


Api«n£xto 5th Reporr, No. 45. 
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To Mr. HASTINGS. 

Bifookif loth 1784* 

Dear Sir, 

NOT only do 1 Wilh to get down 
** as foon as poffible, to put my afiatrs ini 
the bcft order for my return to Europe, 
** but I mud be candid enough to unbci*' 
** fom myfelf to you freely, and confefi 
** that the nature of the fervice, and the 
** terms, on which I have been employed 
this campaign, have been inexpreffibly 
“ difagreeable. 

The authority, given to the Vizier 
** over your army, has totally abforbed 
** that degree of conlequence due to my 
** dation. My hands have been tied up 
“ from giving protedlion or alylum to the 
miferaWe . I have been obliged to give 
** a deaf ear to the lamentable cries of the 
* “ widow 
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widow and jfatherlefs, and to Ihut xaf 
« eyes agaiiiil a wanton (tf vialenci 

** anJ oppreJUton^ of inlsuinanity and cruelty. 
The Company’s iiitereft conftrained me 
*• in public to ftiflc the workings of my 
“ feelings ; but I muft give them vent in 
“ private. Though we had no aShe part 
** in his bafe proceedings, yet it is well 
“ known that the fucccfs of our arms 
** gave him the power of perpetrating 
** thefe enormities ; and I much fear that 
“ our being even lilent fpeftators of fucli 
“ deeds, will redound to the diftionour of 
our nation, and imprefs all Hindoftau 
“ with the mod unfavourable opinion of 
our government. As matters now arc, 
“ I know of no refnedy, that would lb 
•* effectually rc-effablilh our charadter for 
“ juftice and clemency, as your taking 
“ the family of Hafez under the wings of 
“ your mercy and protedkion, and influ- 
“ enclng the Nabob to make a provihoti 

** for 



( 49 ) 

for them ia fome degree Cuitable to their 
birth. It e0e£l your fe^ihilhy too 
** much, were I to defcend to particulars ; 
<< let it fuffice, that the Nabob, Mahub* 
“ bit Cawn, the eldeft fon, and the reft 
“ of the family of Hafir, who are on- 
•* der clofe confinement, (the Begums 
“ and other women included) have been 
“ driven to the neceflity of making private 
“ fupplications for a little rice and water, 
“ I wiih, my ' friend, to leave fcenes, 
“ which none but the mercilefs Suja can 
bear without heart-bleeding pain ! Re- 
“ lievc me therefore as loon as poflible, 
and oblige, 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your’s, &C. 

«A. CHAMPION.’^ 

“ The unhappy Chiefs preferred fre- 
** queat complaints to me in the moft 
moving terms, and feat the Nabob’s 
H origi- 
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original letters to prove how much ho 
had deceived them. Sit has deprvoti 
us of our country, of our riches, and evert 

r 

f our honor ; and not fatisfed with that, 
“ he is going to fend us prifoners to Pyza- 
“ had. We defre no courttry, no riches, no 
“ houfes ; — but atBiJfouIee are the tombs of 
“ ournoble ancefors ; near them, under form 
jbade, we beg permiffon to fpendthere^ 
“ mainder of our days, as faquiers. Rely- 
ing on the Vizier's promifes, we remained 
“ in this country, otherwife we Jhould have 
fed as other Chiefs did, and have preferv- 
** ed our charadlers and honours : thefe he 
has taken away with our effedts, and 

HOW HE HAS DISHONOURED VS |g 
KNOWN TO ALL. 

** It was this deceitful condufl, this 
inhuman treatment, that iHled the 
minds of all the fugitive Chiefs with 
fuch a diftruil and deteftato of the 

“ Nabob j 
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** l^abob ; althouj^h my repreien- 
** tations of the di/befles of the family 
" of Hafiz were ungracioufly received, 
and I am forry to fay, gave me but lit- 
“ tie encouragement to[plead the cauie of 
“ the unhappy, yet 1 regret exceedingly, 
“ that I have fo long fupprefled my mcli«> 
** nations of endeavouring to alleviate the 
“ misfortunes of the much injured Chiefs, 
“ to whom the letters were addrefled, and 
“ who, as well as the family of Hafiz, I 
have good reafon to believe, are even 
“ now Hinted of the neceflaries of life ; 

and when I was on die way down, 1 
“ received the affecting accounts of the 
“ death of twenty-five of the iU-fated pri- 
“ foners, fince their arrival at Allahabad, 
“ for want of fuftenance !’* 

No man will be hardy enough to fay, 
that Mr.'HaHings had no power to put a 
ibp to thefe atrocious afts, and to redreis 
Hz 
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or relieve the fufFerers. Let it be (fie^ 
in h&., that he ever applied his poWer to 
that purpofe. The charge affirms, that 
iie never did. So 'far from it, the letter# 
and evidence of Colonel Champion prove, 
that he was checked and reprimanded fur 
interfering, and that the fear of giving 
ufelefs offence to Mr. Haftings obliged 
him to defifl. Reader, if you would un- 
derftand this man, obferve his heart. You 
will fbon fee, what materials it is made of, 
and how it governs his mind. Coloftel 
Champion defired to have a conditiohal 
authority to withdraw the Britifh ttolOps 
from the fervice of the Vizier, recom- 
mending it as a meafure, that would pro- 
bably check and reftrain him in the ca- 
reer of his cruelty. The Colonel, in 
his letter to Mr. Haftings of the 15th of 
of June, 1774, fays, “ It is not to me, 
** what reftraihts were laid on niy prede"** 
“ ceflbrs. None of them were ever in 

“ fimilar 
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^xlar circumftances ; nor do the grier- 
“ ances, which I have reprciented agaitift 
“ him from public views, (for I could for 
a time facrifice, or at leaft conceal my 
** own private feelings,) appear to me to 
“ have been at all without a preventative S 
nay, an cafy and cfLdual one ; and that 
“ too, without coercive means, or being 
“ liable to the obje<9:ion of any ufurpatioii 
of the Vizier's authority, which 1 am 
“ as far from dofiring as yourfelf. In the 
“ cafe of his Excellency's failure of paying 
“ the fubfidy to the troops for one month 
“ beyond the period, at which the pay- 
” ment ftiould have been made, I was in- 
“ ftru^led to fufpend my operations, and 
« to declare, on the part of adminiftra- 
** tion, that fuch a failure mult be confi- 
** dered as equivalent to a difmiffion of 
the troops. Now, Sir, I think that 
** no man will venture to lay, that 
a mouth’s delay of the payment of 

“ a 10,000 
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“ 210,000 rupees arrears is of any cpn* 
“ fequence, compared to that* reg^ard 
“ which we ought to have for the honovuf 
“ of the fervice, and of the Englilh name, 

i Jw j i 

“ and which I am perfiiaded you and all 

- \ 

“ the, members of the adminiftration pof- 
“ fefs ; yet it is undeniable that the very 
“ lame remedy, which was prefcribed for 
“ the lefTer, would alfo have full ^ffe£t 
“ agjunft the greater evil. But, fince this 
“ did not occur, or though, for rcafons 1 
** have mentioned, it was not deemed 
“ neceflary by the board at the firft, there 
“ appears no doubt that it is very prafti- 
“ cable to provide for future occafions, 
“lam glad you did not addrefs the Vi- 
zier, concerning the farryly of Ha£z ; 
“ Your good fenfe figured circumftances 
“ as they really were. I did not mean to 
** fay, that Hafiz’s family Ihould be rcn- 
“ dered independent of Suja Dowh; I 
“ wrote to Mr. Ballings, requelliog that 

“he 
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" inwid take them under his piptee- 
jysSiSiL " . • 

nnWIL by Influenciag the Nabob to make 
provifiou for them in ibme degree fult- 
** able to their bbth. They themieives 
« propoied that any, or as many of the 
the fon$ as the Nabob plcafed, fiiould 
** temain in his hands, but prayed him 
** odt to difhonour the Begum and other 
women, by dragging them about the 
•* country to be loaded with the feoffs of 
his rabble, and otherwife Jlill worfe ufed ; 
but he was deaf maugre all my eii- 
treaties, whicli, you will find, by my 
“ letter of the i ith, were alfo iiieffc-dual 
with regard to the deftru£lion of the 
♦* villages ; a gircumftance, with regard 
** to which I am now forry I did not un- 
deceive you fooner; but it proceeded 
from a real difmcUnation to enlarge 
** upon his excefles, which has aifo pre- 
vented my defeending to the particulars 
of his condud.” 

Now 
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Now obferve the ftile and argument, 

■ 

with which this reprcfentation is 
by the humane, benevolent Mr. 

Obferve, how fteadily he fixes his eye upon 
the fccnes of carnage and defolation, and 
what is ftill more horrible, upon the de- 
tails of perfonal outrage and cruelty, which 
the letters of Colonel Champion repeated- 
ly brought into his view. See, how coolly 
he keeps his temper, — ^liow difpaffionately 
he aigues the abftrad queftion of right, 
and how deliberately he determines, that 
the Vizier ought not to be coiitrouled in 
the treatmnt of his Jubje^s^ even by fa gen- 
tle and negative a remedy, as that of with- 
drawing our affiftance from the fupport 
of fuch adls ! According to Mr. Haftings^ 
the moment any couiitiy is overrun by an 
iniquitous invafiou, the people of it are 
the fulje^s of the invader ; and that too, 
flagrante bello^ and before any fubrnMiott 
on their part, or any accommodation with 

them. 
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thfim. Having thua converted theRo- 
htUaa into filjtStoi their enemy, the next 
thing he does ts to deny them the rights 
of human creatures ;-*>he palpably crnih* 
ders them as the inanimate property of 
Suja Dowla, which the owner may dif* 
poic of eza^ly as he thinks fit. Hut let 
him (peak for himfelf. To exprefs fucli 
principles as i/st there is no language likf 
his own. 

To Colonel CHAMPION. 

D.ear Sir» i i/A 1774- 

“ I have received your letters, dated 
** 15th, 19th, and 20th ult. In the firft 
“ of thefe, you have pointed out a means, 
which you deem eaiy and effedlual for 
preventing the grievances you reprefent- 
ed in a former letter, concerning the 
conduft of the Vizier ; but, when the 
I **. extent 

T » ■* 
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a exieut 4{td of ymr propofals am 
■co»ri4em4if it isobvioafly madmiffible, 
and ui no vdpod; correfponds with 
** iniiiance you have produced iu fupporc 
?* of it. It is not officially necejOfary, ths^ 
** reafons (hould be affigned for the admi« 
niflration's \Yithholding an autl^ority^ 
** which they deem ^mprc^er to be veiled 
** in you j but I will enter into the fub- 
1*jed, becaufe I think I can convince 
yourfelf, that fuch an authority would 
“ be improper. In the iiillaacc of the pay 
** of the tioops, the point is fixed and ccr- 
** tain ; it rcfpedl,-. only ourfelves, and is 
** one of t!jc pofitive conditions on our part 
<* of the treaty ; a failure is a dircd\ 
V breach of the treaty, and we have a right 
“ to enforce its obfcrvancc ; but where 
is our authority to judge orcontroul the 
condua of the Vizier farther than ref- 
pcdls his engagement with as f If we 
had fuch a right, how ffiaJl wc afeertain, 

** the 
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^ theexad tbi^ divides 
fibifc part of^k eoddud ^dm, what imay 
**^ he vindicated ? How ihaU we dii^n* 
gai(h fads froni miftepreieutations ? 
** And where k the man, to whofc difcern- 
** ment fuch a truft might be confided 
** without danger of error, or miftake f- 
In fhort, even granting we had an aptho* 
“ rity to controul- the Vizier's condud in 
** the manner you propofe, which we 
have not, we muf!; have demonftra'* 
** tion of the infallibility of the perfon 
** we entrufted with fuch an autborityf 
** before we could be vindicated in the de- 
* ‘ legation of it* If the commander of our 
“ army had the power of withdrawing our 
“ troops, whenever he fhould deem the 
“ condud of the Vizier improper, he 
“ would become the.abfolute mafter of the 
•* enterprize $ the Vizier could only act 
at his pleafure, and he would be fully 
♦♦ veiled with that authority, which iff 
la “ you 
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*<)rour letter you difclaim any defim nf 
" attaining; All the country, ^icfa k 
** fubdued on the prefent occaiion, be- 
•* comes abfolutely tbc Vizier’s, and the 
“ inhabitants equcdly his fubjefts with the 
^ inhabitants of his hereditary dominions. 

On the terms that you propofe, while 
** the Englilh army was neceffary for the 
“ fupport of his conquefts, the Englilh 
** commander would fuperfede his autho- 
** rity m the government of his new pof^ 
^ feflions, and, in my oirinion, he might 
** with equal propriety demand a right to' 
control him in the government of rfie 
** Province of Oude, which he alfo ob-‘ 
“ tained, and has been fupported in by 
** the influence of the Englilh army. 
“ Upon the whole, it appears evidently to 
** me, in the firft place, that we have ncr 
“ authority, either from treaty or otherJ" 
“ wile, to control the condufl of the Vi- 
zkr in ihi treatment <f bis fidje^n and*^ 

** fecondly. 
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** lecdndly, that if we had, we could tkH 
** anfwer £ot the delegation of fuch author 
** rity, in die manner you propole, to any* 
** perfon whatever in the cmnmand of the 
** army.” 


WlIHEN HaSTIKOS ” 


It is perfeftly true, that Mr. HaftingA 
did order the Rehdent, Middleton, to re* 
monjlrate and expojlulate ivith the Vizier 
agaiuft the enormi^r of his proceedings 
towards the Rohillas. In a cafe fo flagrant, 
he could not but be lenfible, that fome- 
thing muR be done to fave appearances. 
This remonflrance was formal, feeble, 
and inefleftual. The menace, with which 
he ordered it to be enforced, ihews plakdy 
what he meant by it. After inflrudbg 
him to argue the cafe with Suja Dowla, 
about iahumanity and oppreihon, abour 

heno* 



( «* > 

"bfiieVii^ence &nd feeling, &c.. that is, 
whiiUe to the ilorm, he concludes with 
the following words : ^ If theie airgtt^ 
** ments do not prevail, you may infomt- 
** him diredly, that you have my orders 
** to infill on a proper treatment of the fa*^ 
“ mily of Hafit Rahmet } fince, in ouf 
** alliance with him, the reputation of our 
“ national chara^ler is involved in every 
** adl, which fubjedls his own to re- 
*‘proach; that I fihall publicly cxcul-* 
“ pate this government from the impu- 
tation of afifenting to fuch a procedure, 
** and I lhall referve it as an obje^ion to 
any future engagements with him, 
“ when the prefeut lervice lhall have been 
“ accomplilhed/* 

He admits, that the reputation of out** 
national cliarafler was involved in the a£ls 
of Suja Dowla. The grounds of his inter-* 
pofition, faintly and impcrfcflly Hated as 

4 tiler 
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^bey pre, '(hould naturally have led hhi| 
to a vigotoBs reiblutton. Inftead of tha(i| 
he patiently waits tiU the prefent fervioe 
have been accompli^d— till the de* 
flniftion of the people, in whofe favor he 
pretends to intercede, is irretrievable, and 
fhall rcferve it as an ohjeftion to any future 
engagements vdth him. In other words ; 
— -^'you may glut your revenge-^yoij 
may fatiatc your fury with the otter 
deftruclion of a people, whom the Eng* 
f * iilh have conquered tor you ; I fliall not 
f* attempt to hinder you, but you may 
expe^, that I fliall make It an objeftioit 
i* to engaging with you again !’^ 

He fays, “ that the fons of Hafta 
Rahmut Cawn were living at Luck- 
now when he was at that capital, and 

V that they enjoyed a peuflon from the 

f* prefent Nabob, which afforded them 

\ 

V Recent pnaintenauce” If this be 

true,^ 
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k is no merit of Afr. 
TiiQ'pfOvifion, which Is faid to be cwiti« 
nued to the Tons of Hafiz, was obtsiaed 
for them by Sir Jolm Clavering^, 

J^onfon, and Mr. Francis, 

** That Fyzoola Cawn fiill remains in 
** peaceable pofleffioii of as much of his 
** inheritance as he held before the war*** 
The accommodation obtained for this per* 
^n, the laft of the Rohilla Chiefs, was the 
foie aft of Colonel Champion, paifionateiy 
condemned and refilled by Mr . Hafiings, 
whofe treatment, or rather perfccutjon Of 
him, fince that period, is the fubjeft of a, 
jparticular charge*, 

Mr. Middleton palliates the VizierV 
conduft, as well as he can, though h^ 
|ays, ie cannot ly any mans acquit 



f yidfc Appendix, K®, 5. 
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Ae <hergt 4 public would hivo be^ 
better informed of the truth of th^ 
many other tranfadions, If Mr, 

1^ not fupprefTed the evidence of them, 
which exided in Mr. Middleton’s conef* 
pondence. The whole of it has never yet 
been produced, nor ever can be now» It 
is afafl never to be forgotten, that Mr. 
Hadings not only refiidd to communicate 
this correfpondence entire, as it was de* 
manded of him by his colleagues in the 
government, and as he was repeatedly on* 
dcred by the Court of Dlredors ; but 
that, in order to prevent it’s ever being 
produced, he had recourfe to an expedient, 
which, of itfelf, fixes upon him every 
prefumption of guilt that ought to be, and 
<and always is inferred from a deliberate 
iMid cemtumaebus fuppredion of evidence, 
V^hen the above correfpondence was called 
for by the Houle of Commons in May 
1786, Mr. Middleton daclaced, that he 
K « had 



(^6 ) 

^%jui up to Mf. Ij^ 

** pirtn^tory command^ the whole of hie 
** correfpondence with him during 'tBli 
period alluded to, containing his ovf/te 
** (Mr. Haftings’s) original letters, and co- 
pies of his (Middleton*s), together with 
e7ery other paper or document apper- 
« taining to that correfpondence.” So 
careful was Mr. Haflings to make it im* 
polCble for any man, at any period, tp 
puhlilh the letters in queflion, that he 
exaded it as a matter of duty and right 
from Mr. Middleton, the Company*s Ret 
fident at a foreign Court, that he 
thould not keep a copy, or even the 
fmaUeft memorandum of the contents ^ 
his own letters. On this fadit ismater* 
rial to oblerve, that the rexfbn origmaiip 
90 )gned by Mr HafUngs for refudnjlf toh^ 
^ Mr. Middieton*s letters before the*Qi^ 
yernor General and Council, at their for- 
mal 
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' ai^ Hrfta 

M beeau£i th^ are fevml parts 
which comprehend sn unreferved and 
^ confideBtial communication of his opi* 
nboy and of fuch occurrences he 
** juc^ed necefl^ for my private infbr^ 
** matioD, entered into, and carried on 
** by him, on my repeated adurances that 
** I would never reveal any part of hit 
** conefpondence, which might fobjed 
« him to ill mil, or inconvenience.*' 
Suppohng this account of the master to be 
true, it follows, that the danger of com- 
municating Mr. jMiddletoa*s letters, if 
any, concerned Mr. Middleton alone. 
On that fuppofition, it might be allowed, 
that Mr. Haftings would have aded ho- 
IMMindkly to Mr. Middleton in reftoring'to 
him ail his original liters. Such a pro- 
ctedlng, it not perfedly regular in a Go- 

V Minute of a6tb Oftober, 1774. 


vemor 
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iteattr Seiiefil, poMf 
thought, what It eertainly would hvMl 
beeu called, a brilliaot j^oof of hi» getie^ 
foB^. On its princqiles, he ihoiUd hawcr 
put it out of bis own power to Ik ac asjr 
time, even the inTohintaiy biftrumeotof 
of iiijuiy Of cenfuie to a mwi, who had 
jdaced an unreferved confidence in him} 
and this could only be done by delivering 
lack to him all his letters. 

f 

The reverfe of this conduft, is the con* 
dud of Mr, Hailings, He demands from 
the perfon, whom he had repeatedly ai« 
fured that he would not reveal any part 
of his correipondence, which might fuhe 
jed lum to ill will or inconveniencie, not 
nnjy the oi^oal o^dres ai^ indrudion* 
under which he aded, , but that hi^llhouUi 
liirrender to him, HaiHogs, every copy 
of his own letters, and every other paper 
«r document appectainjng t» that conuf« 

pondence. 
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IfonilbiKi 

to ftolHde fer Mr.. Mi^letoii^a fecbzit^ 
Mic..Hafiings not only keeps the evideDCs^ 
tobads he has m his hands^ for his^vai 
|mpo£ss« boat depiives. Mr. Middleton o£ 
ftli means of defending himfekf, fuppoft 
ing him. at any future day to ba qqefiiondd 
for any part of his condud, while he 
fided in a public capacity at the Court 
Oude. Of fuch a proccedkig there h no 
example in the hiftoiy of the world. The 
demand and furrender of the Jletters took 
place in the year 1 778. As foon as Mr, 
Middletons aufwer was hid before die 
Uimfe^ the gentlemen, whw conduftod 
the pfofocBtion, defif^ed horn any* farther 
tttsmprto the entise' conefi^<» 

dhnae. Themesm;, taken by Mr. Hafo^ 
ingate foppreis it, proved enough for their 
ipoaediato pvrpofo;: and iiippofing that 
the powee ef Parlaanient could have com** 
peUld him to produce it, in what (bate* 

could 
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coiiM they reafonaWy expeft it to appear I 
As long as Mr. Middleton was in ’J)offef<* 
lion of the original letters of Mr. Haftings, 
and of the copies of his own, it would 
have been a dangerous meafure, to have 
delivered to the Houll* of Commons a hlfe 
or garbled coi > c i pondence. But that danger 
being provided foi in the manner we have 
feen, and all check on the part of Mr. 
Middleton being removed, what was 
there to prevent Mr. Haftings from alter- 
ing or fupprefling as many letters or paf- 
fages in letters, as he thought fit, or even 
from fabricating new ones in their place ? 
Such a fraud might eafily have been pxae- 
tifed, and, though it might have been 
fufpefted, could never have been proved? 
Before this fubjefl is difmified, a curious 
circumftance belonging to it remains to 
be ftated. When carefully confidefcd, 
it will be found of fome importance^ 

. 3 though 
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thott^ but of little tti comparlifbti widi 
the reft of the tranfa^hon. 

The firft demand of the correlpondence 
in queftion, was made by Sir John Cla- 
vering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, 
whofe united votes conftituted an aft of 
government, and bound the council, in 
Odlober 1774. Mr. Haftlngs pofitively 
refufod to comply with it. In December 
1775, the Court of Directors refolved, 
and the Court of Proprietors unaniiiioufly 
agreed with them, ** That the ’wJyJe cor- 
refpondence (hould have been laid before 
*< the members of the Superior Council, 
** who ought to have received every infor- 
** mation refpcflingthetranlaflonsofthe 
<* Company’s agent at Suja Dowla’s 
“ Court, in order to regulate their con- 
du<St at that critical piuou.” Mr. 
Jdaftings admits tliat he paid no regard 
to thefe refolutioiib, ^\hieh, it feems, 

he 
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he did not con^^er as prdprs. In his 
defence he fays ;i— “ The lattijff part 
“ of this article is true ; namely, that 
** I have never yet communicated the 
whole of my corrcfpondence cither 
“ to the Governor General and coun- 
“ cil, or to the Court of Dircclors, 
“ But it is equally true, that the Court of 
“ Directors have never demanded It of me^ 
“ and that I have uniformly oppofed the 
“ right of the Council to cxadl it, which 
** fliould be flrfl: eftablilhed, before the re- 
“ fiifal to them can be made a crime.” 
In fair and honourable rcafoning, this de- 
fence amounts to an admiffion, that to have 
refufed the corrcfpondence to the Court of 
Directors, if they had demanded it, would 
have been a crime in him their Icrvant and 
delegate. NotwithftandingMr, Haftings’s 
bold and deliberate aifertion of the con- 
trary, the Court of Direftors did make the 

demand} 
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^mandy which he fays they never made, 
and he has never complied with it. 

Extras of the Company s General Letter to 
Bengali dated i^b July, 1 777. 

Par. 1 4. In regard to Mr. Nathaniel 
“ Middleton, to whofe condudl we have 
“ no other objeftion, than his refufing to 
** fubmit his correfpondence to the perufal 
“ of the Governor General and Council, 
“ we feci a concern in being obliged again 
** to exprefs our difapprobation of fuch re- 
** fufal ; and are particularly forry, that 
“ the tendcrncfs, with which we treated 
“ the fubjefl in our letter of the 15th of 
December 1775* Ihould have induced 
** the Governor General to draw concluli- 
« ons manifeftly contrary to our inten- 
tions, and to the fentiments exprefied in 
** that letter. 

“ In 


L 



( 74 ) 

•* 15, la order to obviate every doubt 
** on this head, we hereby order and direft. 
That our Governor General do fortli- 
** with deliver in to your Board, all fuch 
parts of his oorrefpondence with Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton, from the day of 
** his departure from Fort William, to hia 
“ return to that fettlement, as have hi- 
therto been withheld from your perufal, 
or withdrawn from the faid correfpon- 
“ dence, 

1 6. It is alfoour exprefs dircdlion. 
That Mr. Middleton deliver to you, 
** w ithout delay, the whole of his original 
correfpondence with tlic Governor Gc- 
“ neral, with Suja ul Dowlah, and w'ith 
“ all and every other perfc)n on public bu- 
“ finefs, from the time of his departure 
“ from Fort William, in January 1 774, 
“ to his return thither in January 1775* 
“ together witlihis diary, and all minutes 

“ made 



** m^e by him in fuch diary ; and that 
an authenticated copy of the whole be 
tranfmitted to us by the firll opportu- 
“ nity, for our information.'* 

I^t it be admitted that, when Mr, Haf- 
tings drew up his defence in 1786, he 
might really have forgotten this letter. 
But let it be remembered too, that it was 
immediately after the receipt of it in Ben- 
gal in the year 1778, tliat he demanded of 
Mr. Middleton the fui render of all his pa- 
pers. He had the pofitive order of the 
Uli color: before him, when refolved to 
difobey it* But his own difobedlence 
would not have anfwered his purpofe, if 
he had not, by a peremptory command, 
difabled Mr. ^^lddlcton to yield to the or- 
der, which was perfonally diie<fted to that 
gentleman. 
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It is now fubmitted to the reader to 
combine the fafts and to draw his own con- 
clufions from them. In doing (b, many 
things will naturally occur to his mind, 
which, tho* pregnant with convidlion, 
yet for want of legal dcmonftration, can- 
not properly be infilled on in a formal ac- 
cufation. 

But to return to the Rohillas. It ap- 
pears thatColonel Champion, after remon- 
Hrating a long time to no purpofe againft 
the cruelties pradifed by Suja Dowlah, 
at laft clcfifted, fearing, as he fays in his 
letter of 21 ft Auguft 1774* that he had 
already run fame rlfque of di/pieafn^, 
haps too free a communication of fentiments ; 
and in another place, that his reprefentaii- 
ons of the difrejfes of the family of Hafz were 
nngracioufy received hy Mr. HafingSt and, 
be was forry to fay, gave him but little encou- 
ragement to plead the caufe of the unhappy. 

8. Finally, 
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Pinallys that the Rohilla 'War was 
frohibitedi but autborifed by the Court of J)l* 
re&ors. This aflertion, if he could prove 
it, would make the greater part of his de- 
fence fuperfluous. If he really had their 
authority for extirpating the Rohilla na- 
tion, what occalion for fomany words ?— 
Let him produce it. Either he, who af- 
firms that they authorifed the meafure, 
or they who, in the groffeft terms, have 
condemned a meafurc, which they had 
themfelves authorifed, muft have loft all 
feufe of fhame. 

It is material to obferve that Mr. Haft- 
Inga, through his wliole defence of the 
Rohilla war, has produced no new matter 
whatever, beyond what was already be- 
fore the Court of Direftors and Court of 
Proprietors, in December 1775, and be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons in May 1782, 
when they all unanlmoufly condemned 

Lis 



( ) 

kia conduA* If, therefore, the Houie of 
Commons approve of it now, they muft 
Improve of it on the fame evidence, on 
which they condemned it before* The 
Direftors, be fays, were partial judges^ and 
the Proprietors incompetent ; but then they 
were his legal and ultimate judges ^ who bath 
faffed their cenfure upon his condu^, and in 
that cenfure he received his punijbtnent. If 
tills principle be admitted, it Is ceitain 
that no man could be more feverely pu-* 
nilhed, for no man was ever more feverc- 
ly cciifured than Mr. Haftlngs* But his 
punhhment hitherto has lat very light 
upon him. If tlie Company were his ul- 
timate jndg^.?, the Commons iiave no 
right to impeach him the Lords iiave 
no right Co try him there can be no ju* 
tlfdiflion bc\ond an ultimate judgment. 
The principle, alTumcd by Mr. Haftings, 
leads to great confcqucnces. Let the of- 
fences, committed in India, be ever fo 
4 fiagi- 
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flagitious, the Company can no way pu«* 
punilh their fervants but by cenfiire and 
removal ; and according to Mr. Haftings, 
their cenfure alone may be pleaded in bar 
of any other profecution. If that plea be 
admitted, the Houfe of Commons have 
already afted very unjuftly to Mr, 
ings, when they entered into an examina» 
tion of his conduct in May 1782, fevea 
years after his ultimate judges had con-* 
demned and punched him. To receive 
the prefent charge, h another of in- 
jufti ce. With refpecl: to the Rohilla war* 
they neither had then, r.or have they now, 
any new matter to proceed U]>oii. It is 
the fame tranfaclion whipli tlic Court of 
piiLclors, his mmed'hiie mallets^ and the 
Court of Proprietors, hn honoured employ-^ 
frr, have declared to be contrary to the 
Company’s orders frequtntly yept\’Jed, to 
policy and to iufticc j and which the Houle 
of Commons have pronounced to he 
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^iQ^iTous.-«-Has he, or has 
been fmniihcd for it ? 

For the honour of the nation, it is not 
to be believed or prefumed, that a queiHou 
of fuch magnitude, a caufe that fo pow- 
erfully appeals to the honour, to the gc- 
nerofity, and to the jufticc of this king- 
dom, can be llifled at its outfet by the 
vote of a Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons ; or that the people of England 
will endure the mockery of acquitting 
Mr. Haftings of any guilt in the ruin of a 
whole people, by the fame voice that im- 
peaches him for the ruin of an individual. 
When the general fubjeft of the impeach- 
ment w'as fird: before the Houfe, Mr» Pitt 
took occafion to declare, that, z/" tbt /tc- 
hilla ivar could be fairly brought home to Mt\ 
Hajimgs^ no man pould be more ready than 
h'inJeJf to Condemn^ to ceujure, and to funijh 
him. Tilde were the very words ho 

made 
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su^ vie of. When the ^)ecific if&ei* 
thm came to be decided, he obfenred 
a profound hlence, and voted againft the 
impeachment ; leaving it to others lefs 
fcrupulous, or lefs liable to lofs of cha^ 
rader, than hlmfelf, to declare themfelvea 
explicitly in approbation of the Rohilla 
war. 

There is no power in this world, that 
can annihilate fuch a quellion. Though 
it were dead, yet (hall it live. The caufe 
itfelf, by its own energy, will turn upon 
the force that opprefles it, and fting to 
dcftrudion the vulnerable heel that endea- 
vours to keep it down. 

The ftary at lead: (hall be told to the 
prefeut times, and to poftcrity; and let 
it ftand fo recorded in the aniiah of Eng- 
land ; — ^That crimes have been committed 
by Englifii power in India, as horrible as 

M 



( u ) 

ki Amerka; 
by a Aw pAvid**; 
dis imo die judicid view of (be £ogli^ 
nation, that public cognizance has been 
t^eti of them, aftd that they have been 
^TnuiTed with national approbation and 
applaufe I The people of Spain were not 
accomplices l/a. the guilt of their coun* 
trymen* 


APPENv 
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Strait df a Zietftr from MaJha 
Moodaje Bboojla U Mr, Hafmgtt re* 
corded by bimjelf in the Bengal Secret 
Qonfidtatiom of ibth Dec, 1782. 

jj g centre of the compafs of the 
Bnglifli empire and governmenc 
depends on jour fafety. The firrnnefs^ 
perfeverance, coriihncj to their word, 
and care to the prefertation of compacts 
of friendihip and alliance, in the noble 
race of EoglHh, is feen and heard of in 
your tvilQdm, ingenuity* underibnduig* 
penetration, &c. Experience, know- 
ledgci foild undertakings, noble reroltt<* 
kions; exteofive wifiies, ample defigns, 
M 2 perfect 
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perfeA ^egalations, complete Tigikebeet 
end circumfpedioii, immenfe 'refledtoo 
and perfpicuity ! You have eftablifhed a 
manfion on the bank of a river, feparated 
at a di^nce (the computation of which 
exceeds i,ooo leagues) and there confult 
of battles, and tumults, prepare armies, 
deAroy ranks, and in every fituation are 
firm and refolved, in oppofition to your 
enemies i you confider as mtbing the ex- 
pence and lofs of crores upon crores, the 
deAnidUon of the Englifh nobles, the ne- 
cedi ty of difburfing the produdions of all 
your ports and idands in this fervice; 
though fuch is your courage, intrepidity, 
wifdom, acutenefs, knowledge, coniide- 
ration and penetration, flill yw never 
vjijhed fir v>ar and dijpute, but have al- 
ways fought for peace, and reconciliation ^ 
and, in whatever quarter propofals for 
peace have appeared, and the mode hai 
,bcen eAablifhed, you have looked upon 
it as fruitful, and have given informatioa 
4 to 



lo your true friend, and never loft light 
of the firft connexion with this place, 
which has been ftreogthened by a length 
of years. The world is a touchftone of 
proof to the fplendid fubftance of the 
brave, vigorous, and courageous, of ex- 
alted defigns, and to thofe verfed in bu- 
linefs, underJlan^ngJuhtiledifiinSiim, and 
to thofe knowing the motion of ages, 
and to the immovable in the plain of fide- 
lity, fincerity, friendlhip and alliance. 
1 have taken the name Armand ud Dow- 
la* Bahauder, merely from the know- 
ledge of your fplendid and noble qua- 
lities!’* 


* Perfian title of Mr. Haftings. 
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KxtraS of intelligence relative to the 

air's treatment (f the families of the late 
Nahohs, Uqfin Rhamut and Deondy 
KhaSy in their confnemenU Taken dovd 
from the accounts of trufy Hircarrahsf 
fationed with ihofe fmilies ly erder of 
the Commander in Chief, 

Jpril 30/, 1774. The Vixlr fent Se- 
lybelheer Kliau, with feveral euauchs, td 
the palace of Hafiz, when they fearche^ 
all tlie men and women, ftripped them of 
their jewels, gold and filver ornaments^ 
tlothes, &c. except one fuit of clothes 
each, and tlien put the women, to tlie 
number of near 400, including maid-fer- 
vants and flaves, into forty-five covered 
hackeries, andHafi/’s ten fons, with fix 
chelahs, or favourite men flaves, onhorfes, 
and carried them all pnfoners to the Na- 
bob^! 



e n ) 

«amp, irheit the tatu weee fatiiitQ 
one tent, andl the wososn kito one large 
tent, and two paaJs (or iinall open tents)^ 
furrounded with iome old cunottes ; bu^ 
no fattringes, carpets, or any kind of bed« 
dmg» put into the men or women's tents, 
hut reduced to the neceinty of ileeping on 
the ground, without any clothes to cov^er 
them, except what they wore in the day. 
A Uttle after twelve o'clock at night, four 
pots of provifions were brought them, 
but fo infufficient for the number of peo* 
pic, that they had not above two or three 
mouthfuls each ; and they were equally 
(hftreiTed for water to driuL 

“ In Ihedding tears of grief and miiery 
they fpent the tirefome night, and the 
lamentable cries of forrow and affliftioq 
brought on the morning, expofod to the 
Intenfe heat of the day and the icorching 
winds. Floor-cloth they have not to de- 
^nd them from the burning fands, nor 

^fhee^ 
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t Iheetjto fcreen them fbm the inclement 
chilis of night ; the Begum and daugh-* 
ter of Hafiz are in eonfequence taken very 
ill, 

Mi^ tjt * 7/4* ** Tliis morning the VI- 
zir*s army marched, and Hafiz’s family 
were carried prifoners ; the liorfes belong- 
ing to the chelahs were taken from them. 
On coming to the ground the whole were 
confined in the fame manner as yefterday, 
and a fmall quantity of provifions and wa- 
ter brought them, which rather excited 
than abated their hunger. About twelve 
at night they received four pots with vic- 
tuals, which they w'ere anxious to eat, but 
a ftrong wind blowing at that time, their 
tents were thrown down, and all their 
provifions covered with fand ; a fhower of 
rain, which then fell, wet their clothes. 
They endeavoured to cover their heads, 
and fhclter themfelves from the cold with 
the bedding of the hackeries, and in that 

4olefu\ 
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iJbleful fituatlon pafled the night on the 
damp earth; 

May No material alteration lias 
happened in the treatment of this unhappy 
family fince the firft inftaiit. The Beguni 
is much indiljpofed with a flux:. 

** This morning fhe fent the following 
complaint by a Hircarrah, viz. That laft 
night the wind and rain blew down their 
cunottes and one tent, and no perfons be- 
ing at hand to put them up, almoft all the 
women were obliged to croud into the one 
where flic was dining the rain ; in this 
fituation Ihe catebed cold, and the fluXj 
of which (he ivas recovering, is again re- 
turned, and (he is now very ill : that af- 
ter the rain was over, Noor Mahomed, 
chelah, made (hift to put up the tent, and 
fome perfons pafiing that wa^, pitying 
their condition, put up the cunottes alfo. 

N The 
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The Begum, and the fons of Hahz defired 
the Hifcarrahs to conclude as follows : 

7his being our melancholy Jituatlon, fot 
•* God's Jake have compajion upon us, and 
<* giveyour'ajjijlance in releajing us from this 
“ difmal bondage'* 

May igth. “ The Nabob, with the cu>* 
nucht and old women, went into the ze- 
nana, where he ordered them to take all 
the jewels, gold, and filver ornaments, 
&c. &c, from every perfon belonging to 
thoft: families, taking care to fearch them 
in fuch a manner that nothing Ihould 
cfcape. 

“ After the> had pci formed this bnfmefs 
in his prefence with the utmoft rigour, 
the bullocks were taken out of the hacke- 
ries, which were ready at the door, and 
^he hackeries one after another drawn in- 
to the compound of the zenajia, and the 
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women put into them as they were fearch- 
ed^ and not allowed to carry a fecoiid fuit 
of clothes with them. 

In this manner, one hundred and fifty 
women were carried in thirty-five covered 
hackeries and one doolie, to a grove of 
mango trees at a fmall difiance from the 
palace. 

The Vizir ordered Bu/Tunt ally Khan 
to get a battalion of Seapoys^ and guard 
the prifoners to Salarjing, to whom he 
fent orders to halt till he ilrould hear from 
him, as be (the Nabob) propofed next 
piorning to fearcb the family of Fittc 
ulla Khan. 

** His Excellency then went back to lleep 
at the palace of Mahub ulla Khan, which 
gave rife to a report Ihocking to huma- 
nity, and which had fome appearance of 
truth, though it cannot be abfoluteljf 
confirmed* 

N % The 
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** The report alluded to is as follows* 
viz. That, when the women of Mahub 
ulla Khan were fent out of the lioufe, his 
daughter, about ten or eleven years old, 
was detained behind j and that, when the 
Nabob returned to the palace and went to 
fleep, he took her to bed with him, and 
foon after fent her to join the reft of that 
unhappy family in Salarjing*s camp, and 
to proceed with them, 

** During tlie time that the hackeries 
with the women were in the grove, the 
wife of Azim ulla Khan was reduced to 
fuch extremitit s of hunger and other dif- 
trefles, that flte fent to the Bazar for 
opium, in hopes of putting an end to a 
life which became a burthen to her ; but 
this relief was denied her, as they could 
not find any. 

♦* They then brought a fmall quantity 
cf dried grain and bread, which Hie and 
her children were glad to cat,*‘ 
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A P P E N D I X. N®. Ill 

T^anjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
Mahub Ulla Cawn, to Captain A» 
Macpherfon. Received at Bijfoulee, 
*]th June, 1774, by the hands of 4 
Hircarrah who brought it from Be^ 
rel/y. 

“ Merciful and beneficent beftower 
of favors upon the poor, God grant yon 
health ! 

“ Before th?s, \vc fent an humble ad* 
drefs to the General our mafter, (may the 
Alniiglity preferve him in health ! ) as 
yi-t we have not been honored by an 
anlwcr. The cafe is this ; that on earth 
vve have no protedion but him} and from 
his turning his face towards us, do exped 

9U1 enlargement. The Nabob Vizier did 

comfort 
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pomfort us^ and then take our countiyi 
pur riches, and our honor ; and mor^ than 
that, he impriloned us, and lent v» on 
our way to Bangley^ and we are now ar> 
rived at Berelly, but know not our future 
ftages ; and on this account addrefs you^ 
that,, for the fake of God^ and Qbrif^ and 
Mofes and Mary, he does (meaning the 
Colonel) rejeafc us; and, God willing, 
during our exiftence, we will not depart 
from being his flaves, and our whole lives 
ihall be devoted to his ftrvice, and fame 
will make it known in the feveii divifions 
pf the earth, that the Nabob Vizier, after 
|}aving pledged his promife, treated us in 
this manner, and that the European gen« 
tlemeii beftowed life upon us, for whicl; 
Qod will in the end reward them, 

My kind patro% who knows the 
meafure of my fituation on earth, 1 have 

m 
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fto Other fupporter, and whatever can be 
done for us vriU be all from you* 

For the fake of God, let the fubjed of 
this letter be kept fecret, as it might ex^ 
pofe us to Hill greater hardlhips ; but, 
after reading it, tear it in pieces; and 
what more have I to addrels you on ? 

** 0 *my guardian, turn your face to the 
hufiners of a flave, and have us enlarged,- 
and it will not go unrewarded ! 

“ My friend ; whatever the general or 
you may lay to the Nabob in behalf of 
■^our I'eivants, let it be from yourfelves, 
that tins fla\e may not appear in it ; for 
if the Nabob Viiier knows it is from me, 
it is uncertain what he may do.” 

A. MACPHERSON, P. 446. 


APPEN- 



( >< ) 


appemdi^. nm\^. 

Zxtra^ Jrom Cthtul Chan^hifs Letier of 

the 2 d of March, 1 773, 

< 

“ Captain Wroe was witnefs of an 
affetliiig fccne in the houfc of the Nabob 
Mahub Ulla Kba?j, of which he gave me 
a particular account upon honour ; but 

Ilk'’ 

the 'paper has been mlfl.nd ; however, as 
he is now at the Prefnleacy, you cati* 
if you pleafc, a\ai] youiiblf of hh infoi- 
matiorn 

“ That gentleman, with another of- 
ficer, happening to pais through BifibuJo 
ibon after our arrival near that town* he 
was deferied by the Nabob Mahub Ulla 
Khan, and invited into iris houfe; lie 
can acquaint you with the deplorable li- 
tuation m which he faw that family. 

This 
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** mtich may be obferved, that I 
believe he n the firft European, or per* 
hap$ the nifl of any nation tjiat ever 
wts invited by a MuiO^hnan Prince or 
Chief into his zenana* He will inform 
you, how the miferable women threw 
themfdves proftrate at his feet, and grafped 
hla boots, fupplicating protedion to their 
honour, 

« The Nabob and the unhappy ^jjltnen 
intreated, that he and the officer who was 
with him, would take charge of fome 
jewels and money In order to afford them 
relief In the c\cnt, which they forefaw, 
and which h.i-. lincc happened, of their 
being in want of the ntccffiiiics of life.*.’ 


Aff.'tf hht . — 'I licit Exti-wSls uii taken, from a 
muhitadc ot o*h is, as tn-'y w pra’tol fiom the 
Recfiitls (if the India IJonfe hy the Court of l)i- 
let^lois, but not publUhed. Vide lecond voluflie of 
jleiigal Eajieri, called Bengal Appendi*^ poge 438, 
446, and 4^4. 
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Appendix, n*- 5. 

Extras of a letter from Mr, Hafm^s 
to Colonel Champion^ dated i 6 tb Sep- 
tember 1774. fide jl^endix to fifth 
Report, No, 27. 


** I hope, notwithilanding the hefita* 
tioi^l^prefled in the conclufKm, that you 
have reiblved 06 l^rofecuting the war to a 
final ifiue, without waiting for the reply 
of the Seled Committee to your letter of 
the 29th ^ July ; becaufe 1 think it ap- 
pears very plainly, that Fizula Cawn and 
his adherents lay at your mercy ; becaule 
1 apprehend much inconvenience from 
delays, and becaufe I am morally ceiUKn, 
that no good will be gained by negoci- 
ating. If however, contrary to this ex- 
pedation, you lhall have fufpended your 
operations, or from another caufe the 


war 
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tvar ilull not be concluded on the 
receipt of this, it is my exprefs defire, 
that you do jpn no account depute any per- 
fon under your comand to .treat with the 
enemy ; but leave it wholly to the Vi- 
zier to coududl ewry feature of this 
kind by his own ag^its, and in fuch a 
manner as Ihall think proper ; Jince be 

A 

is the principal^ and we only accejfarles in 
the war, B-’Xides, by allowing F^iuia 
Cawn to treat with’,Jh0|j|l5^jlj|ce appeals 
from you to the and the Vi- 

zier to you, yw^an haMly fttfboth of 
you to become thd^gfirument^f his in- 
trigues, and he wilracquire a confidence* 
from fuch an indulgence, which he can- 
not place on his own ftrength or con* 
fei^bence/* 


THE END. 





